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A JOURNEY IN INDIA, &c. 


■T 

VICTOR JACQUEMONT 


TO MADAME FANNY DE PEHKT PAEI8, 

Fitnmt iSM 1831 
toOi %fdU 

Mt DiAA Favitt —It U loDf kinc« I wrote to jmt 
bnt teaHy if ytm knew the extent of my comepoadenco, 
jon would not be turpneed »t receinn^ bo few of mj 
ktten. 

Lord 'William Beotlnck bis jost me tbe Fren^ 
pspen of the roonthi of July and Angnst 1830 they 
contain the latest news I bare receired fromEnrope. 
These poperi aeqnaint me with the change of titna 
bon of tome of my friends, beddei many other thingi t 
hnt 1 would wQliogly exchange ell thu news for a few 
Imes from Poiphyre or roy &tber 
There are two ex miyeebea here, who pieaoite the 
bUe and before whom I did not eppeer without taking 
off my ihoea. Theee are Shah Z«m an and Shah Shond 
jah hu brother formerly king* of Cahnl, Afghanistan, 
and Caahmeer Tb^y were great lorereigns twenty 
YOU IL B 
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years ago The British Governnient sent them a mag- 
nificent embassy, and sought their alliance, at the penod 
when the presence of General Gardanne at Teheran 
raised some suspicion in the cabinet of Calcutta ivith 
regard to the views, generally not very pacific, of your 
fnend, the great man, as Courier used to say. Mr. 
Elphinstone, the British Ambassador, disputed for a 
fortmght with the grand master of the ceremonies, and 
the chamberlains of Shah Shoudjah, concerning the eti- 
quette of his presentation The King Agreed at last to 
receive from Mr Elphinstone only thirty -nine bows , 
whilst he himself would appear an instant at the window, 
the Ambassador remaining with his whole suite in the 
court-yard, at a distance of three or four hundred paces 
His ex-majesty has the most magnificent black beard 
I ever saw , and I found him a very gracious personage 
A pensioner on British generosity, to which in truth he 
has no claim, Shah Shoudjah lives here in freedom, but 
under the surveillance of the Bntish political agent, my 
present host By this oflScer I was taken to a private 
audience of the Shah, with whom I spent an hour con- 
versing about Cashmeer, whither I am going He 
formerly waged war against it, from Cabul, his country 
— -from his mountains, of which he spoke wnth aflPecting 
eloquence Do you remember that the women at Pans 
broke open the doors of the hotel Sinet, to see the Turns 
envoy’s handsome secretary ? I know not what they 
would do if Shah Shoudjah went to Pans the national 
guard would not be sufficient to maintain pubhc order, 
he 16 so handsome ' The old Emperor, Shah Zeman, 
has had his eyes put out He spends his time in devo- 
tion, which however does not prevent his having a 
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Itrgo htram. He related to me bu pilgrimage to Mecca, 
which be imdertoolc aiW hia rnkfortaDe* and aoMo' 
qoentlj to bti bliodaeaa. There ii a numerona coboy 
of Caahmeenans here, wbo maoa&ctore ibawla aimilar 
to thoae of their own conntry but generally of mfenor 
quality "Were I richer I would brin^ you a couple 
or rather from Caahmeer where I tball be in two 
montha { bat I moat not think of lU 
I am well, rery welL Adieu, my dear fnend. 


TO U POBPHYRE JACQtTEMONT PABI8. 

XMdiwcaa, n dU tit SviUdfc^ 

F*^9rf2iT^m\ 

Mt D*Aa PoEPffTBBt — jou kuew how I write m 
the open air o&en upon my knee, a tomb, or any thing 
elae I can find, you would not be aurpnaed at the want 
of «dier«nco la mj Uttora 

On the 16th inatant, 1 wrote from thu place a abort 
letter to onr father 1 hare paid off all arreara of 
correapondence before I croaa the Sntledge, which alone 
teparatea me from the Punjab bat 1 hare appnaed 
thoee to whom 1 wnte that when I reach the oppoaite 
bank — alienee I 1 artawer no one. 

Lord WlUmm baa joat aent me the Con*Ut*iumn*lt 
for the montha of July and Auguat up to the S6th. 
hlyheadia itQl confoaed with them. 1 am a royalist to 
excess, although certain things here and there do not 
quite pleate me. In other reapecta, it ia quite debgbt 
foL 'We are all bonoumblo now for instance, onr 
dither la an honounhle metapbyiiaan, you are an 
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honourable captain, I am an honourable tra\ cllcr, rretlonc 
IS an honourable merchant, m short, ^^crc uc nothing 
that we are, we should he honourable rnamcd men, or 
at least honourable bachelors Tliat strange Hungarian 
original, uhoni 1 met in Tibet, \srotc to me one dij in 
English on an immence sheet of paper . “ Sir, I ha% r* 
the honour to ncbnouledgc the receipt of the letter 
■which }ou did me the honour to uTite to me jesterday, 
and I have the honour to be, S^c. ^lc,” I sent him to 
the de\il anth his honotn, and replied with fi icnd';litp, 
that he uas out of his senses What should I sn> to 
Ja grande nation^ ulnch collcctiacl) is the honourable 
French people? W'hat a farce! — Adieu, I shall per- 
haps vritc to }ou again to-morrou. William Fraser 
sends me uord from Delhi that his affairs mth the 
powers at Calcutta are taking a bad turn, and that he 
despairs of joining mo in the Punjab 1 am sorr) 
for it 

An English ship is going, for the first time, up the 
Indus and the Raveo, to coniej to Lahore a present 
of Norman and Flemish horses, which the king of 
Great Bntain is sending to Runjoct Sing On the 
other hand, my arn\al at Loodhoeaim is known at La- 
hore and at Umbntsir, and the report prevalent in the 
hazaai (literally, in the market, which corresponds 
vnth the talk of the cafes and streets with us) is, that 
my arrival at the same tune as the British envoy con- 
ceals some design I am represented as a sort of secret 
minister from the king of France, deputed to the Rajah. 
As a traveller of ray species does not answ er the de- 
scription of any these people have seen before, I am 
exposed to all sorts of absurd interpretations Kennedy 
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wnte« me that bu pettj TUjahs, whom I taw hut year 
take it for ^rmnted that 1 am one of the Qoremor 
gODenl t aiilea>do-camp Well 1 there it no ^reat harm 
In that* Runjeet knowa Tory well who I am M 
Allard wrrtea me from Lahore thathu Rigah (Rnnjeet) 
talka of the pleatttre be hare in teeing m^— 
flnmmery-^e u a perfect old fox. Adlen till to> 
morrow I embrace yon with bR my heart. 


TO M. ACHILLE CHAPER. 

J.xrtumi OH At tanli ^ At Stiltdft 
Ftbrttry S4dt 183a 

I ovTor think of yon my &i«ad, but aeldom write 
to yon. became, at the diatance which dindes m, the 
ordinary dimenctaQi of a letter wonld not ttbMSj me 
and I hare not lamtre to conrerae with yon at nffiaent 
length to make yon acqnainted with my internal and 
external exiatence. 1 recoOect, howrrer that I wrote 
to joa lift eommer from UbeL Have Ton reoeired my 
letter? I re-entered India on the 4th of October 
throngb the eternal anowa of the Himalaya, and re- 
rnmed my reaearchea on Ua aonthem alope. On the 
Ihth of Korember I left the monntaina. A month 
after 1 returned to Delhi, where 1 waa detamed till the 
end of January Kow I am jonmeying towarda Caah 
meet To-morrow or next day 1 ahall croea the Snt 
ledge ; end althongh I ahall enter a coimtiy ahaohitely 
lodependent of th# Bntuh power and eren deemed 
hoetOe to it, I ahall not loee all the adrantagea of Bntuh 
protection. A t)Htofcoart coquetry with the Goremor 
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f,^oiU‘rfvl, indncp'; Runjppt Sini: to nllou rni fo ontpr hi« 
donunions , n f.nour ^\hl^h the r-ihiiut of (’'ihnttr. Inti 
liithcrto inMirmbh rpftnod to n'.f of lim pnnci for^^cn 
other tra\cllor In the Pnnjnh, tlitrtfnre, I ••inU not 
nnl\ he perferll} cafe, 1»ut meet uith himine^'*- and diistinc- 
tion 1 ho Raiah *;pnd‘5 In'; prune nnni'.tt r s ton to on et 
me I clinlllct them doa*- the\ jdeaci till I f.etto Laliore 
hut therel'.hall hog Rtinjeet Siii'rto relc^•;e me frointhc^e 
tiresome hononr-<, and allow me to pursue nu jtnirney 
tntog’ withonh one of Ins household sen ants, who will 
ser\ e as m} yuidc, and rommand respect in nse of nei d 
Mj intention is to Msjt not onlj Cashincer, hut all 
the nnhnown part of the IIimala)n, extendincr from the 
Sutlodge to the Indus, and to re-enter India throtipli 
Tibet On my return from tins expedition, I sbnll 
liaae completed half of a gcnenl worh winch will enihnce 
the whole Himalaya from the Indus to the Rnrram- 
pootor , and ni} most ardent desire would he to continue 
this work, winch two jears will suffice to finish I liaxe 
written to the ^Iinistcr of the Interior to inform him of 
my project, and request the means of executing it I 
think it would do some honour to the spirit of scientific 
enterprise of our nation A chain of fortuitous circum- 
stances offers me numerous adiantagcs to favour its 
accomplishment, and such ns no other traveller could ex- 
pect Every thing helps me, even my French nationnlitj 
IS doubtful whether Runjeet Sing’s jealous mistrust 
w ould have allow ed him to grant to a British traveller that 
w bich he grants me , and, again, the personal kindness 
of the Governor-general is extended over me throughout 
the piovinces subject to liis authority Add to this, a 
condition which is generaUy wanting in this country to 
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tbo«o *ho ImuI tbe Ubonoas tnd irtiT? life that I do 
— perfect health Uitly a correct Icnowledga of the two 
lao^^Tia^et, Hiodoitaneo and Eoglnh, I prefer concen- 
traUng mj lahonrt oo a apaca to magiuficentlj marked 
cot by tiatiire,to»cttttenogorlod)g mytelf in the viat 
neaa of all Ana. If my plan la wall receired, I ihall 
give np aQ tboogbtt of aoelng Pema and Afia Minor 
I am cow nffieiratly well Informed about thoae coxm> 
trie*, to be coCTincod that the jocrcey w the Him a l aya, 
wbkh I em now perfonnmg promiae* better reiult* 
than any other 

I do cot nffer &om the aobtanceM of my life* 
\7hatrrOT conacdalmn or happanaaa 1 may bate found 
In fnecdthip, when I waa with my fneeda, it ta only 
lince my krt hu coat me ao £ar from them, that I hare 
adeputely appreciated all the dehgbta of thet feding 
I am not alone t If yonr thonghta follow me they will 
fometimet meet me Ahl bow often I hare aecretly 
conrened with you alnce we parted. Sicca that day I 
hare receired bet one letter &om yon, which I keep 
hr me with •erenl othm to which 1 attach e^oal 
Ytloe ; and when 1 aro annoyed, I repernn thete letter* 
alwnj* with renewed pleaanre. 1 hare a great deal to 
pndae in the men of tlm conntry (1 mean the Bntnh). 
I almovt tlway* find aomo aympathy in there, and aome^ 
ttmea a lirdy ooe IbareveeD few who are not cordially 
di*po*cd towarda me and whom the world would not 
call my fnenda; and I gtre thia aacred name to two 
men whom I did not khow tiH I came to this conntrr; 
They hare won my heart and grren me thara. I ennnot 
teQ what it ta in them that hat captirated me. They 
hr* both twenty year* older than my*«H and both un 
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hnppj — one from lu>» ‘titu'itjun, tlit' otlu r from lii’ 
temper of mind 

I would ipenK to )OH of tlo tint •^iirrotind 

me, but their iiilen'.l di*i-ipp* ar<t in mj before 

the g^mndeur of the «rem imn b* lodd in Iranrt. Jt 
wns in dcNCcnding from the Himaln^n into the pinin', of 
Indm tlmt I received from n ( nlruttn lo'vipvj). r the 
llrst intimntmii of iluee gml tvent' J'lnce tb-l time, 
other ■vc'i'^cls htive omvnl from Ihiropt , wlurh hnre 
brought n contimmlion of thr porticiilnr^ , nnd n m< — 
songor of the Ciov ernor-geneml, who is now ju nr l)t Ihi, 
has just dcliven'd to me tlu s( ries of Coim/i'o/jo; nc/i 
for .Tulj and Aucrusl* 

T. he rending of these pipers Ins left n pninful im- 
pression on inj mind the fatigue of liaving lived n 
month in twonl} hours — and such n month loo ^ Shall 
I confess to joii that the pirtitiilnrs of the renlit) have 
destroyed the brilliant vision winch I had formed of a 
still purer nnd greater glorj i 

The ordinances of the 2,->lh of diilj- nttnebed the 
rights of the whole nation lint their nltnck was more 
direct upon certain classes the richer nnd bettor in- 
formed, who had the e\clusi\o privilege of the electoral 
right, nnd whose nfiluent circumstances and education 
made them onjoj, m a greater degree, the blessings of the 
liberty of the press It was therefore the dut} of the 
ncher and more enlightened classes to he the first in 
this contest ! Nevertheless it appears to me tlmt 
during the three dnjs they kept behind the people I 

have read the lists of killed, and have found hut one 
name that I know 

This IS not enough ' a single name is not sufficient ^ 
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It Ii tte profU who hire »rbirTTd ihf WTololkm— the 
people ntbrr ihin we i enJ jtt Jt wa« nlher oor doty 
toechlrre xi lb»n thil of ihe people It wwe igiJott 
iu rather thu epdoit the people that wv hid hero 
derlired. 

The coorage aod moderation of the people are ad 
mirahlet hot the tftnmph wonhl hare been itlU more 
glonons had It been won by other haodi by emra. It 
wonld then bare boms a atamp of pobtiral tnonUity 

Amoo^ the Tktim< I are a grral nomber of poor 
mecbanlra {nbaHuota of the Vanbonrga* The VlUed 
and wtrarrded Indicate aofficieoily to what chuwt the 
majority of the eombataoU belongecb Amon^^ them 
wme txnbappy neehioka, deitltole of all pobllcal eda 
catioa and who doubtleta cosld not errs read. The 
b*befty of the p fe ti thenld not hare alood In seed of 
the ttjpport of anch defender* 1 boooer ihelr coonige 
—1 hie** it au>c« It bu probably aared tsa from a 
dnl war at leail i bet if I am not atnogely nUtaVen 
ahont the deplorable ignoraoco that alDl afflict* the 
lowar rank* of aoefety* it was uoredKliDg hatred only 
which armed the peopla agmlnat the OortmmeuU 

After tbia great victory 1 dreamt of a new era in 
pobtkal boneaty a new apecica of lotercoone between 
nstKma, and a new eloqaence for the trihane and the 
pret* — I orated a TLo CcntlUuttonntt baa 

miserably orertomed tbrae fine ipecnlatlon* It atDl 
apeaki of th* Mccmt/ier of the finer '\M»t meant thli 
jargon? We continae to wallow hi the pnddle of 
parliamentary eaai^ and ihia cw r u p it mode of eip ma lon 
ia but the aymbol of not very pare idea*, 

I know not the fate of M "VTctor do Tracy a motlooj 
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on the abolition of capital pwmshment. If it is rejected, 
and the ministeis of the 25th of July are condemned 
and executed, they will inspire the small number of 
sincere men belonging' to their party wth the same 
interest which we have for the memory of those noble 
youths uho died for freedom in 1822 God forbid that 
I should compare the two 1 — ^but both hu^ e fallen \ ictims 
to a defeat, after an attack upon the law. The mart} rs 
of freedom had in their favour the internal feeling, the 
confidence in the justice of their cause, in the morality 
of their action, and assuredly that uas not the motive 
of * * s rashness But M de Polignac’s life haS 

been uniform , it is absurdly consequent upon the prin- 
ciple of absolute Government in France vested in a 
single family Possibly he thought he was acting for 
the best , — but as he has violated the law, let him be 
punished I hate, but have some pity for him Let 
us beware of saying “ Blood for blood 1 ” 

Popular insurrections have begun in the Netherlands , 
but their debut is not glorious This, however, arises 
from the cowardice of the middle classes, who have 
taken no part in the movement The future prospects 
of Spam seem melancholy The vanguard of Spanish 
civihsation consists of scarcely a few thousand men , 
and this httle force is four or five centuries in advance 
of the rest of the nation, which remains too far behind 
them, to understand their motives or to support them 
It IS the same with Italy 

At Delhi, I resumed the tricolour cockade The 
ancient capital of Timur, which has been for tw’enty- 
eight years in possession of the British, is occupied by 
a strong Emopean garrison It is also the seat of a vast 
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politiiaJ, jThinj>]» and qtQ On th« 30th of 

Docemhorlut, mil tht officer* of the British Gorern- 
ment Jconed in limtiBg me to » pmlriotic diooer m 
commeinoTmtion of the French rcTolatiotu The thunder 
of Bntuh auinoQ mccompaiued our cheen for the nctorj 
of^^edom« Stnnj^ mucc for the descendimt of Timur 
who could hear it from his peh^ I For tpy own part 
1 nerer heard any that awoke in me vuch enthmlasrm 
AdieOf my dear and amiable fnend I must retxmi 
to XA>odheeena, from which my thou^ts were already 
eery far 1 hare note* and collections to arrange 
vorkihopa to Tisit, and a thousand other thmfs to do 
beside*. Adieu— speak of me to my friend* with the 
feehng* which you know I entertain for them. Adieu. 


TO IL JaCQtTCMOirr the eldeh, pjjub 

LoadAtttMM, oa tJU teals of Oit 
FohrmMTf U(1 IBS] 

Mt deae Fatotr — Maharajah Runjeet Sing ii an 
old fox, compared to whom the moat tldlfol of our 
diplomatist* it * umpleton At Loodheoana 1 expected 
to End the passports which had been promised me by 
his minister at Delhi but they were not yet come 
Rui^eet had written to the British political agent 
retiSmg at Loodbeeana (my present host) and though 
all the while prottsting how greet his pleasure would he 
in seeing me, he was attempting to begin orer ague an 
affisir already concluded, and to gam JLime with me I 
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might lm\c cut the mnttcr short, nnd gone on , hut n*; 
■no every dny cNpcctcd n fresh messenger from liim, I 
muted m pnticnco This messnugcr is ut Inst nmved 
The Hnjnh, or to spenh more pohtel), the Mnhnmjnh, 
sends the son of his pnmc muii‘-tcr to roccnc me on 
the frontier, thnt is nt Fnlur, on the furtlior hnnk of the 
Sutledgc llun]00t liimself hiis mnrked m} stngcs to 
his capital, nherc I shall entreat him to deliver me from 
these importunate honours Unihritsir, the sacred atj 
of the Sikhs, lies on m} road, ni) travelling companion 
will do the honours there As the tountrv from this 
place to Lahore is nothing hut a great plain, cultivated 
in a uniform manner, I shall not have much to see, and 
shall avail myself of this circumstance to live ns much 
ns possible with my sp) I «:a) spj, because one of his 
duties is to despatch a messenger every evening to the 
Rajah, to acquaint him with what I have been doing 
dunng the dny , — w hether I have gone on foot, or on 
horseback, or on an elephant, whether I have hunted 
or made drawings , whether I am satisfied or otherwise, 
&c <S.c I know not what particulars ho may favour 
the Rajah with. You may fnnej me on the road to 
Lahore, starting at dny-hreak on horseback, with my 
young companion prancing nw nj near me, and a respect- 
able troop of horse following ns, the elephants in the 
rear, and some servants on foot At each halt, the chief 
men in the place will come to pay their respects to me, 
being introduced by the minister’s son , and their 
respects are never unattended with rupees. They will he 
very agreeably surprised at seeing me touch their 
pffenng, without pocketing it On the road I shall go 
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oo coamiiop «tth toy fninf»nUTiu It In Ptnun I In 
niiwJoiUnrt bflt nbtch will gnw toert MiJ more 
rmjtn trfTj <Uy 

I bm nj farnltnrr Irjr n rhilr tsd b rarptl* 

M I biTt • ibonuM t{*iU to fXptct from p<^t« «bo 
ETC of rnlSnent rank to »it In nj pfritorr tr;j not to 
wilfc cm itt protttKl !«*trfootrtL 'f AlUnl writo* to 
me frt^tntly tlitl be (< mnxiont to ire me; ind for 
my cmn pirt I ferl Tery morh dttptrteJ to lilr him. 
There U uiotber Feropcui ul Lebote o»Ae4 \ rnttn^ 
an luliES «ho bti irrrrJ in oor araufs aad enjoyi 
on IbU lUeof the water nprrat rrpntitbm for tUU and 
brarery He command* llonjtrl* Intmlfy—M Allard 
betBj at tlie head of the caralry IIU letter* pre me 
h notion that be bat Ltrrsry krvo«1rd(^ and Uitc. 

\<m can wV at the lihnry of the Icrthnle for the 
” Aceonat of kanhnl by hlpblntirme ** In It yoo will 
bad a prat deal of infonnaUen abont the conatry to 
wldcb I am pmnpj for ^lr Dphinitone rrtaroed from 
bit embaa ly to I'etliawer ibtoo^ the country of the 
Sikbi, of wbieht at that time llaojeet wa* (u from 
beiof in entire poi*o»Won 

Tbelwnex mije*Ue*of Cabnh»boartbere recelred 
m« «tth Im ceremony than one of tbem, Sbah Shond 
jab, imposed on ^Ir Hpbln*1one twenty two yeer* 
ap> Tbeae Afgban* are ma'ml&ceat men. I paid 
Shah Shcradjah a rery loa|; ruit became be delighted 
me by reUting the wooden of bis monntaina of Cabal 
and bis ex paradise of Caihmecr 
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Morning, 26l/i 

I have this moment received the following lines from 
M Allard 

“ Maharajah has just ordered the son of the Fakheer 
Ezis El Dm, to start with thirty horsemen and meet 
you. We hope, therefore, to embrace you soon. The 
young Fakheer, Shah Ezis El Dm, sets out at the same 
time as these few uords , but the horseman who will be 
the bearer of them will be two days before him on 
the road, in order that you may be in readiness to cross 
the Sutledge when this young nobleman arrives at 
Falur,” &c 

I hold myself ready, therefore, to start the day after 
to-morrow, and these hnes are the last I shall w'lrte to 
you from British India M. Allard has an agent here 
who speaks Hmdostanee and Persian equally well I 
shall take him to Lahore with me, m order to perfect 
myself m the pronunciation of the occasional denhsh 
Arabic consonants, which are more rare m Hmdostanee 
than m Persian, and of a less guttural sound. I hope 
to write to you from Lahore m less than a fortnight, 
and give you a good account of Runjeet 

There was a little ice this mornmg, but it is the last 
o of winter, and the sun is already very hot at ten 


Imve still the same horse which has carried me 
from Calcutta to the foot of the Himalaya He conti- 
nues to jMtify the reputation of bad temper given to 
sorrels But I am grown more cunning than he, and 
since I left Benares he has not thrown me once. 
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Jadgr* of hoite-fleih inrent ihtJonM m which I do not 
Bt *11 bebere They tay that an Arab of ordinary aize 
wonld hare tome troqble in canylng; % manof roy weights 
Well, Tny tattoo la mncfa nodet the aize of an Arahi ho 
often doea bard arork, and w»a ncrcr behind hand ; not 
once haa hit foot abpped alnce ho baa had tho hononr of 
carrying my majeaty | bo ia mtot 111 — ncrer lame — 
ncTer galled 1 connder myaelf, moroOTtr n Ytry good 
horacmaot offtipedoa howvrer which Iconfcat, ia not 
Tcry daaavcah 1 am qmto nacd to my long beard and 
I know of nothing mom comfortahlc I really hehem 
that we are wrong In deprirlog onraelret of this oma- 
ment, which, if yon tike yon may call nalnral ( and 
that many a toothach proceeds from the zxakednea of 
oorjaws 

iJord W Dentinek, and Lord DaUionsle the com 
mandcr lo^ehlei^ are at present, the ono at ^leerat, the 
other at Knmal, on their way to Semla. Tho baggage 
of the former li earned by a bnndred and three elephants, 
thirteen bandred camels, and eight hondred wagons 
draam by buUoeka. Two regiments one of caralry, 
the other Infantry serre aa hb escort ; yet I am 
gomg to Lahore with only ono wagon and a conple of 
camels 

Ko French ships bare arrirod tinee tho Gonft 
which left Bonrdeaox on the lltb of Aogrut; there 
hare been no depaitorea either 1 presume therefenre, 
that tho enormoos goanti^ of lettort which I hare 
written for six weeks post, and tent to Chandemagore 
under corer to Su E Ryan who U to forward them to 
M Joseph Cordicr hare reached that placo, hot oro not 
yet on their way to Europe. 
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It IS impossible to talk of politics, for I sbotild never 
leave off In a list of prefects, I see Dunoyer and 
Chaper side by side I am vTiting to botk 

Adieu, my dear father . speak of me kindly to those 
of my friends to whom I have not had time to write. ^ I 
have health, courage, and hope ^Vrite me very long 
letters, and make Porphyre follow your example 


TO M JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS 

Camp near JuUindur, %n the Punjab, 
March Ath 1831 

My dear Father, — The day before yesterday I 
took leave of my amiable host of Loodheeana, Captain 
Wade, mounted my elephant, and, surrounded by a 
troop of Sikh cavalry, crossed the Sutledge A squad- 
ron drawn up on the right bank of the nver received 
me, on my landing, with military honours, and escorted 
me to my tent, near which it remained under arms, 
till the arnval of my Mehmandar *, Fakheer Shah El 
Din, who soon came, accompanied by several officers 
Wade had given me a lesson in Sikh etiquette, and I 
repeated it without difficulty The young Fakheer took 
the greatest interest in the conversation he used the 
most suppliant forms to put into my hands a heavy bag 
of money, whilst a number of his attendants marched 
past my tent, depositing at the door a large basket 
of fruit, and a jar of cream or preserves This was a 
present fi-om the Rajah I begged Shah El Din to 
vTite to his Highness, and express my thanks, givmg 

• A Persian word, litcrall) , tlic guardian of hospitality Author’s Note 
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him to xmJentud howertr, that 1 expected do leu 
£rpm hl« hocphalltj 

Id the eretun^ I enjojed mjielf )n % more qmet w*]' 

1 made a lon^ excartka opoo the lerel hanld of the 
Sotledge withoDt being attended by the importODite 
honotin which I dreaded. Ko inqsUitlTe &ce came to 
■poU the Undacape i and I felt tj hce m on the banka 
of the Niagara. On mj return to the camp my Meh 
mander e ae creta r y baring come to retelre orders for the 
morrow 1 appointed the hoot of departnro» and fixed the 
place for the next encampment. I performed the jonr 
ney on an elephant, and alone, according to my tarte 
This aohtnde, bowerv^ U comparatire for I was not 
withoQt half a dozen MrranU on foot, and u manr 
horsemen. Bot in the East, tneb u the grandenr of 
S*t/ that it easily aheorbs a dozen men end horset. 

Fakbeer Shah El Dio, as I bad sot innted him to 
trarel in company with me, marched two or three nulea 
in the rear with the tqnadroii. Soon after I reoched 
the camp, 1 recetred a meaaage from bim, requesting 
to know when it would be eonrenient for me to aee him. 
He toon amred with hit compbmenta of the day before, 
another beg of money and proTuions of all kinds. In 
the erenlng I paid him a visit a orility which he bad 
a right to expect from me but perbape not so early 
He exhansted himself in the anperlaUrea of Persian 
gratitode. 1 soon withdrew as 1 had come to the sound 
of tnunpets. Were it not for my long beard which 
continnaliy t^ me that 1 am a grave personage my 
senoosneaa wonld not have bean proof against this 
nmnc i but I kept mv coont^hanoe till my return to my 
VOL. II c 
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camp, Mvlien I slmt myself up in ray tent, in order to 
laugh at the sublime part I am playing, and again take 
possession of my own identity. In India, it is the 
custom in speaking of one s self to say trc , — a form of 
no great modesty , hut since I have passed the Sutledge. 
I speak of myself only in the third person, as follows : 
the Sahib (that is the lord), is not tired — the lord is 
charmed at seeing your lordship — express the lord s 
respects to the king — the lord invites your lordship to 
mount the lord s elephant, <S:c There are more /o? ds 
in a quarter of an hour in my Sikh conversation, than 
in all Racme's tragedies. 

Fakheer Shah El Din came yesterday to ask how I 
was, and offer his comphments in the usual form ; that 
is to say, with another bag of money, the superlatives of 
yesterday, and provisions ad infitufitm He presented 
to me at the same time, the Governor of the city, a 
venerable grey-beard of the old school, who related to me 
the war between Lord Lake and the IMahrattas, when 
they took refuge in the Punjab The Governor had an 
endless retinue , and to turn my visiters out politely, 
I proposed to my iNIehmandar to take a nde through 
the city on my elephant- I told the grey-beard that 
I was in despair at being unable to have him for a com- 
pamon 

I am iust returned Never did any one receive so 
discordant a serenade as the clatter wTth which the 
Julhndur musicians are now regahnsTme. Throush mv 
cloth walls I do not miss a single note, and I am not 
yet Alcibiades enough to take pleasure in such music. 
I spend the time m writing to you, because I could not 



LAnORE AKO OASnMERR. 


19 


do better whOat ^rtiting for tbu dm to cease { and u 
tb« mtiuctscs pUj bj tbo Idn; s orders, the least I can 
do Tt to bear the mdiction patientlj 

Tlat, yon arill say vhat U there in the hags that yon 
are cdDoeting ^ hundred and one rupees, or about 
two hundred and fifty francs. If Kunjeet Smg thinks 
himself obliged to treat bia fnends aAer this fashion, I 
can easily understand why he is reluctant to receire 
TUits. I ask myself where this attention on his pari 
will end? At l^ore, perhaps hut certainly not 
before. Kow as there are six days journey hum hence 
to lAhore 1 shall collect before 1 amre there, luc bnn 
dred and BIX mpees, to sdd to the three hnjodred and three 
which 1 hare condescended to pocket since the day 
before yesterday Till now I had always deteated the 
slowneM of trareUiag in Inda, hut Ilnnjeet Slug has 
arguments whidi would reconcile me to the speed of a 
tortoise. Here am 1 become as corstous as if I ware 
ndu It IS from a refinement of arance that I regret 
not baTtng more of those large Spanish doubloons which 
I bfought to Calcutta t I would hare offered them to 
himtsarmsarr on the day of my presentation whereas 
I shall he obliged to give him some Indmn pieces of 
gold, to which he will pay but htUe attention 

I know not wbstber it is an optical niotion but the 
Punjab and its inhabitants please mu much. Perhaps, 
you win say that it u becauiu 1 sea them through a 
shower of gold. But the unsophisticated Sikhi of thas 
country hare a simpbaty and open honesty of manner 
which a European relishes the more, after two years 
res idence or traTelling m India. Their fanaticism is 
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ovtmrl, nii'l 'iitflt t*; tlu ir tnl* nnn , il ‘ lli.nj* < ‘ f »r n'l 
V) 7 iir(iii) ItitniKlnr**! fAtln r) I' S' '»'» 

nro hm iw" I'rntlis’r. , nit'5 )*t ftt f'* ‘"its Ur Ki Ih- i,'-)**-* 
pmrrs of tho Silih ini'nnrrli 

I^trd \N ilh nn will «o<,n lx nli riU 

hoii'l in) Mrlitn iinKfV f ith* r to r<>trjitu'** Sil 1 ttri \\ r U 
will mti'ltn I ill" Stl li Ainlxx iilcr irom LooU <f r'l to 
Spinln, nml wiU tifier.' mnn' to LU.o'« , t * in 
rclurn the (tov "rnor*:.cH‘ rpl < cotiiJ>Uiii‘ ni' to tls" l^^J iU. 
I rcroiM'd 1111011101 litlirfrom I. oft’ \\ illuin lxf<>r> I h^i 
Looilhot nni . ho jirninioU nn tin I f. nrh ro' 

Soploiuli' r niul I « xpocl to rif'in thin ftt I^ho'«, 
wnth U'ltor'- from rou , for 1 Kuo • tlrl o UooJ.-'ttx ♦.hip 
Mhich ♦nilcil in Srpti'mhcr. i-^ jnit hf-m ! in lloncnl 
So mhcii till thr ti, if I tlo not n-siinn* lliM lo ip ln'fof\ , 
to ♦pc'iU to jon llinhnt‘.ir, of tin hoU cil\ of the ,SiVh«, 
through \nliich I ♦ln\U soon pxss. 

l^'A, .trcnr’j 

I ship the hoi) cit) to nmre the quirhir nl Lihon 
Ycslcnln), nl two loogiii s from the hitter cit), I met 
M. Allnrdund too other Fn nch ofTicnr-., MM ^ entiin 
nnd Court, nho were coming- to met t mein n caln=h 
and four all alighted, and I gnr e M AlHrd a fen out 
embrace He introduced mo to his brother oflici rs, 
nnd we all got into the carnage An hour after, haring 
crossed a wild countr), corcrod, like the environs of 
Delhi, with the rums of Mogul grandeur, wo alighted 
at the entrance of a delicious oasis, consisting of a large 
parterre of carnations, irises, and roses, w ith walks of 
orange trees and jasmine, bordered with basins, in which 
a multitude of little fountains w ere pla) mg In the centre 
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t)f tbnbeutlfalgvdenwMallUlfiptUce iiimtiliedwith 
extreme Inxar^r tivd elegm&ee. Thli u mj tl>ode 
Breekfut terred up OQ pUte emited ui in tbe belb I 
tpent the daf in w*nd«nB^«ith my new fnende throng 
the welks of tbe garden, and aofi'cnng mjaelf to be 
cUdedwilb tbelr cnmm% \on may itsagme Ibeoxcen 
of onr enriotity on both ndet. Might, boworer came 
Teiy (jnkldy and we were obliged to part ; for 
Allard I retidence and that of M Court arc more than 
two leegoea fnm ay hahiution, and people le n r c elj 
•rer trarel at night In tbe enrironi of Lahore I 
remained alone in the endrantinent of tnj new reaidence 
which u goite like the fiauy palacea of the Arabian 
MigbU Entertalnmenta. 

In the eretuBg mj Mebtnandar who bad informed 
tbe Kmg of my amral came to bnng me hu Majeety ■ 
eongrataladotn and preaenta. Tbe Utter coimrted of 
exqnitite grtpea from Cabol, deliacma pomegranatea 
from the aame country a coUectlon of tbe choiceat 
fruits, and, Uatly a parte of fire hundred mpeea A 
fplendid dinner was aerred op by torch light by a boat 
of aerranta ncbly clad In tOk. 1 bad tbe courage to 
take at naaal only bread milk, and &ait I ought to 
be gratefbl to tbii regimen for permitting me to reach 
Umhntair on boraeback, without the leaat inconr^ 
■slence. 

Thu moramg I waa awakened by M AlUrd and M 
Ventnra, who were gobg to tbe King from whom they 
had recored, at midnight, a aummona to attend him 
thu morning You must know that I enjoy (I know 
not bow) auch celebrity at l*hore that arery body 
lipiga to tee me, and Jlanjeet U not the Uait among 
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the cunous It is to enjoy a foretaste of this pleasure 
that he desires a visit from these gentlemen at so 
nnusual an hour. He knows that they spent the day 
with me yesterday , and he will be fully acquainted 
with me hy the time I am presented to him, which, no 
doubt, I shall be to-day, or to-morrow at the furthest. 
Adieu ' I leave you, that I may Persiamse a little 
more the insolent compliments I intend paying him, 
and those which I shall not refuse myself in his pre- 
sence M AUard said just now that I knew every- 
thing — that I had seen everything — that I was ac- 
quainted with the whole earth, and such being the 
persuasion of the respectable public of Lahore, I shall 
take very high ground even with the King Too much 
honour cannot be paid to a man like me — that is the 
pomt whence I must start 

Lahore, March \Qth 

I have several times spent a couple of hours in 
conversing with Runjeet “ de omni re scribilt el qui- 
husdam alns ” His conversation is like a nightmare 
He IS almost the first inquisitive Indian I have seen, 
and his curiosity balances the apathy of the whole of his 
nation He has asked me a hundred thousand questions 
about India, the British, Europe, Bonaparte, this 
world in general and the nest, hell, paradise, the soul, 
God, the devil, and a myriad of others of the same kind. 
He IS like all people of rank in the East, an imaginary 
invalid , and as he has a numerous collection of the 
greatest beauties of Cashmeer, and the means of paying 
for a better dinner than any one else in this country, he 
IS generally annoyed that he cannot dnnk like a fish 
without being drunk, or eat hke an elephant and escape 



LAnoBX AMD cAinuctiu 23 

a wrfelt. "W e conTcmd mtoateljr aWot hw compUinti, 
but tb« wofd« wtre w«U wrapped up on other tide 
The da^ before jesterdaf^ in fall court that is in the 
open field, on a Eoe Peritan carpet upon which we were 
seated tnrroonded somo thouunds of soldiers, he 
sent for fire jounp prls from his harem wbotn he made 
to dt down before me and coocemlnp whom be asked 
xaj opinion. I bad the candour to ny that I thought 
them Tcry prettf which was not a tenth part of what I 
thought of them. lie made them sing mrzea roce a 
little Sikh air whkh their prettj fixes made ma think 
agreeahle t and be told tna that he had a whole regiment 
of them whom sometime! be ordered to mount on 
horseback for his amosement He promised to afford 
me an opportemtp of seeing them. 

The four Frenchmen (two of them by the way art 
Jtalkns,) who are at the head of hU arouea, which they 
hare trained very well in the Buiopeas discipline often 
exata his srupioons, although bo has had ten years 
cxpenence of their good faith, honesty and attach 
ment to himtalC. lit lometncoes suspecU that they are 
Enghshmen or KnssIaDa \ and the poor fellows, whom 
howortr he pays reiy srell, and does not use bodly, 
are compelled to be reiy dreumspcct, In order to pra- 
eerre bis confidenco. £ tpoba to him to as to keep up 
the semi-officiality of the Dntisb character which I had 
brought with me. It is of all titlea the best in the 
eftimatioa of a pagan like Runjeat. I aulogited the 
strength booecty and pactfio pohey of the Goremment 
of Calcutta and Ruigcet, when 1 had done said that 
tha GoTemoT-general and he were but two hearts In 
oM body In sum he pleasea me extremely { and when 
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I titn not nt court, lio tlic < uromtum'c 

on me Ycslcnln), jn inj n!)';ence, lie !nuilf<l mo ns n 
(Icmi-god, nnd great!) nmnstul liimself »t llio r'<]ien*=o of 
one of Ins courtier^, ulio nanlo/l to Imnc mt 'ome 
reined) of Ins own for n cold in nu head, Vihirh nnhes 
mo sncc/o \or) nolcnth nnd fnquentU. 

Ycslcrdn) morning, I Imd u jin scnjilton ssnticn rn 
Persian, ninch I sent to the lltijah mth some ler) 
innocent drugs, — for he has had me heset da) nnd night 
to obtain them Ohsene, honeier, tlml he snll take 
care not to use them himself, hnt mil nnnue himself 
svith making lus fnends nnd sonants take them To- 
morrow he will toll me a hundred lies nhout their efTccts, 
nnd will ask me for more 

Nothing can be more ridiculous than the reports m 
the cit) about my intenicws with the king. Tlic latter 
takes care to inform me of them, nnd is the first to* 
laugh at them rnth mo, though I hare no doubt he 
takes me for a sp) lie apjicars, however, perfectly 
satisfied as to m) nationaht). When I left him, after 
ray first audience, he exclaimed, that I cortainl) was not 
an Englishman An Englishman, he said, would not 
have changed his posture twenty times, he would have 
made no gestures while talking, he would not have 
spoken in such a vnnet) of tones, higli and low , he 
would not have laughed at proper times, &;c 
> I may go to Cnshraeei:, and anyuhere else, I please— 
the king will have an eye to my safety everywhere I 
^ same security as in the British territory 

16 pattern of an Asiatic king is, however no saint, 
ar om it He is bound by neither law nor honour, 
when his interests do not enjoin him to be just orfaith^. 
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fol; Imt be it not utttnlly crael He cuts off tbo noM 
cart, tnd a hand of erer^ tci^ great mminal i bnt be 
nererpntitn]' to death Heitjttssionateljfoodofbonet, 
eren to madom; and be u canyiDg on a mardcront 
and expCDfire mr againit a nngbboDnog prorinee in 
order to obtain a bone wbicb baa bean refuted bam 
either as a gift or a pnrcbate. He has great hrarer^ a 
tomrahat ran qnabtj among tbe pnncce of the Eatt 
and aitboQgb be hot tlvaft toceeeded m bit military 
nnderttkiDgt, it it bj perfidlotu treaties and negooationt 
alone, that from a nrople coontr^ gentleman be bat 
become abiolote lung of tbe Pnnjab, Catbmoer 
and u better obejed bj bit tnbpectt than tbe Mogul 
Eapero f i when in tbe xenith of tbeir power A SHcb 
bj profeetKo, a tcepUe in renbtj be ererj Tfor pa^ra 
bit derotiont at Umbnttir and wbat u jerj imgnltr at 
tbe tbnoei of tereral Mobamtnedan tainUt yet these 
pQgnmagea offend none of tbe pnntmnt of hit own teet. 

He 11 a ibaiaelen toonndrel. and cam not a bit more 
about it than Henry III formrriy did among ut. It U 
tme that between tbe Jndoa and tbe Sotledgo, being a 
aconndrel it not eren a peccadillo 

He u about to qoit Lahore { and bat directed M 
Ventora to proceed to Moltann with ton tbontand men 
and Uurtypiecei of cannon for tbe pnrpoce of collectuig 
tbe tribntt from the distant proTincat of bk empire. 
bL ABird vnll no doobt toon bo tent on an expedition of 
tbe tame kind. Rnnjeet w31 find aomo analogont occu- 
pation for bimtelf ) for be it a Bonaparte In miniature, 
and cannot remain in one place. In a few dajt we tball 
decamp from Lahore. At raj audience of leare, I tball 
TOceiTe tome fresh pretentt, and a drott of JKmonr, which 
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Will be a very handsome dressing'-g'own, made of Cash- 
meer shawls I intend this latter for you, my dear father^ 
in your great days of Real Essences My mihtary chest is 
grown very weighty with his Highness’s rupees I have 
now means to defray my expenses to Cashmeer and to 
remain there four months, without further curtailment 
of my credit at Calcutta At all events, M Allard has 
opened an unlimited one for me in Cashmeer Then, in 
order to return to Semla, I shall have to cross some 
distncts of Kanawer, the King of which, as you know, is 
one of my friends, and will wilhngly lend me some 
hundreds of rupees, if any unforeseen accident should 
make me enter his dominions short of money Like a man 
of foresight, I wrote to Kennedy, and Murray (the poli- 
tical agent at Umbala), to let all the mountain Rajahs 
under their controul know that, in six months, I shall 
come and knock at some of their doors. It is probable 
that he of Belaspore will be the first whom I shall 
honour with my company. 

Yesterday, our countrymen, my hosts, gave me a 
splendid fete at my palace — for palace it is — with ac- 
companiment of dancing and singing Cashmeenan girls, 
&c , one of u horn, in any country, would have passed for 
very pretty, if not even for very heautiful ' 

M de Lafayette’s flag has been lucky in this country. 
M Allard, eight years ago, adopted it in the armies 
under his command The Sikhs are * good sort of 
people, but no conjurers Runjeet alone knows that it 
ivas Bonaparte 6 flag, and he is fond of persuading him- 
self that he resembles this hero 

I have just received a letter from the Jardin des 
Plantes, and it is the first I Its date is the 19th of 
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M»y 1830 It wktioRled^ tha receipt of mj No*, 
12 4 aod &| •ppmret of wb*t I h*Tfl done tud 
p ro ^ MV i to do; and (nfonot me that tb« lit of 
Jastuiy 1830, toy caliry baa been iocretaed two thou 
•and franc*. It t*, moreorer wntten in tery kind and 
obliging term*, and *i^ed “ Corier Ccrdier, Jainen.’* 
It wa* fonrardcd to me by Metara, Eyrita, Irrotbera, 
nercliasta at Ilarre who remind ae that they are the 
aganta of the Jardio, and offer ro* their aemcea if 
they can be otcfal to mCb They wonld bare done 
much batter if they had tent me a letter of credit for 
two thootaod franca a rear on tome good Calcutta 
houte, nnce the Jardin ap^eara to hare made no 
arrangement with M Oeleattrt for him to teed me 
(Qpplemeetary credltt. Ilowenr 1 know that the 
money la at my dttpotal tomewhere aed that it beloegi 
to me whererer it it and Ithallturtly find tome meant 
of gutUBg at (t in cate of need. I hare to^y aniwered 
the letter from theae gentlemen, and alto that of Memra. 
Eyrifit. 

For four month*, at leatt from the pre w ct time 
it wQl he difficult for me to write to you to do not be 
uneaiy if after the pretenl letter you bar* to arait half 
a year De attnred that I am gang into the termtrial 
paradits with a good ttock of health. In lett than a 
month I than breathe tha taluhnont air of the moun« 
tamt, whence I thall not detetnd into the phdnt of 
Hindottan till the beghtning of wmter Adieu, then, 
my dear father adieu I Th* only thing that Texet me 
rt to be depriyed of hearing from you for to kmg a 
period. I embrice you and Porphyre with all my heart. 
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Lahore, March iMi, Evcnxng 
To-day I had my audience of leave of Runjeet Sing-, 
to which I was conducted by M. Allard, and I spent a 
couple of hours in conversing, for the last time, with that 
extraordinary man He gave me the khelat or dress of 
honour, and that too of the most distinguished kind it 
cost five thousand rupees, or twelve thousand francs 
It consists of a pair of magnificent Cashmeer shawls, 
he de vm, two other less beautiful Cashmeer shawls, 
imd seven pieces of silk stuff or muslin, the latter of 
extraordinary beauty eleven articles in all, which 
number is the most honourable Added to this, was 
an ornament, made in the fashion of the coiintiy, of 
badly-cut precious stones. 


In addition to the Tolue of this present, I was pre- 
sented with a purse of eleren hundred rupees, this, 
osether ™th the sums before received, makes two 
thousand four hundred, which is more than a vear’s 
salary from the Jardin 

ueonlp r ^ to give me some 

Fopk to take care of me. horse end foot soldiers to 

«ch over mj safely, one of his secretaries, in order 

mv teiw occasionally , camels to cany 

tarns 

burth'ei, “ > "> '>■> beasts of 

burthen cai, advance no further Lastly-for there will 

laS “ the salt mines, where I 

?und.eTn ” “ ■> Pt-e of five 

La^ lvT“’ T o" *^0 thousand. 

Lastly, to conclude, if anything takes my fancy at 
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Culimeer tbe metolnfonn bim 

of it in order that ho may faUafy my wish 

Of couTM yn parted rery good Wendt. \\Tiat I iraa 
afnid of, 'rat bdog dettioed longor at Lthoro, or in the 
Pnnjiht and in £iict the mlnnter came to uk me if it 
woold be tgreciUe to me to accompany the king in a 
hunting excurfHm, on which be U going in a fevdtyit 
and the queetion was uVed too to a manner which to* 
licked an affirmatire reply Sul, from tbe rery fint, 
1 took rery high ground with Itonjeot I antwered 
rmcemmomoody In the negatlre and the diplomalitt 
miuted no farther M Allard, who wat tereral tlme^ 
condemned to the honour whidi the king dettined for 
me. congratuktea me extremely npon my eaape. 

Kunjeet atkcd me If I tbould continne to wear the 
Eoropcan dretc. I told him 1 ebould, tmce be honoured 
it to much. I thtU not leave it oflT until I rotnm fnnn 
Ctahmeer to Semlt, If I ratnni through Independeut 
Ttrtary 

It it now M AUard a tom He U making an in 
rentory of my bouubold goodt and ttahle j and without 
ray being able to dedine it, be baa been making tudi 
additiona u he judged neceiaery for my convenience 
I ahall carry avray with me a dianmng recollection of 
lahore. 

1 with you could aarat me in returning hi AUard a 
kindnata. He hai a younger brother about my own 
■go, who hat aerrcd in France. He tent forhim dfteen 
montha ago, to enter into the Maharajah • aervice and 
taka bit own placa at tome future period ut the 
cl im ate wat to adverte to him from the very firat year 
that M AUard aent him home this winter Thit young 
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man is now at Calcutta, on the eve of sailing' for 
France What will become of him there ? As a claim 
to the favour of Government, I think he might put 
forward the honourable distinction of his brother’s ser- 
vices at the extremity of Asia , and of the celebnty he 
has given to our nation among a people to whom we 
were almost entirely imknown I shall write to our 
friends to recommend him, and Porphyre must help 
him as much as he can 

Adieu, my dear father ' It is midnight , I am falling 
asleep My next iviU he from Cashmeer 

Put Runjeet’s Cashmeer shawls forward, in order to 
help in winning those charitable (female) souls, who 
would wish their name to fill up the blank in a certain 
notarial act, which you gave me at partmg. Adieu 1 
I embrace you 


TO M PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS 

Lahore, March 21sf 1831 

My dear Porphyre, — There is such a principle of 
inaction in a caravan, that if it stops ten days any- 
where, it cannot resume its march without great diffi- 
culty Thus you see I am still at Lahore,- though on 
^e 18th I received my audience of leave from the king. 

ut, on the day of departure, a number of little matters 
a ways occur , and to necessitate farther delay, there is 
to arrange, divide, and load differently, if new 
means of transport are employed — workmen who pro- 
mise, hut keep their word no better than ours in 
Europe , and many things besides. However, I shaU 
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ptneir my anny to>momnr, and tie day afltr iball 
CTO** tbe nrcT 

If you bare r«d my Irtter to my falber 1 hope you 
art *atttfied with Rnnjwt Sinp 1 baTo ju*l Inni^d hi* 
pun«* of nipert into a bill at light for two thouMDd 
£re boDiIrad rupco^ upon Caihmoof whither I llkevne 
carry a royal mandate for two tbouiaiid more I empty 
my trrexury for fear of acctdculi ; ilDCOt In ten dayi 
and while on my journey I aball Ttceire another fire 
hundred r n pee i from the kiop 

If you reckon properly ^ou will leo that aD tht* 
amounti to 6r« tboufand rupee*» or about twelre 
thouund fire bondred franca, wbkb I intend to reaerre 
and Mnd to Calcutta, abere it «IU accuranUie at tbe 
rate of eight per cent, per anunm 

I cannot tell you, my friend with ubat pleaiure 1 
receire thii mouey beeauae it u the first of which I 
hare had tbe firee dupoaaL I coTtiider myself hut the 
steward of my allowance from the Jardm. Thne 
twelre thousand fire hundrtd franca arc a wind &11, and 
this Xmiff in tbe lottery without baring purchased a 
ticket, ia qmte dehgbtfoh Haring sadly curtailed your 
fortune, my dear Porpbyie,by my royago to America, 
I must repair tbe breach with bis ILgfaneu s rnpeee 
or if you prefer it, in case you many you must let me 
present your wife a eor&etf/ff I shall put my kbelat into 
U and this will gam you a fine reputation for conjugal 
munificence. But iu six weeks, you will attain the 
terrible age of forty wbidb is rather late to take the 
leap. So let me restore you your abaros m the ship 
General Foy and keep my tuperb shawls, to tempt the 
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infinitely beautiful, good, amiable, and nch young ladies 
who may not have any aversion towards me 

Have I not seen in the Enghsh papers, that our late 
Spanish funds had resuscitated from the nominal 7 or 
nothing, to 25 ? It would be singular if you were to 
sell them at 40 1 After all, it would still be a bad 
speculation, for, since the 24th of March 1824, of mys- 
tifying memory, we have received no interest for that 
money , but as, at that very time, I thought it lost, 

I think that, in finding it again, we have a gratmtous 
gam. 

My new Mehmandar is a most desirable man He is 
the man of business of the King’s favourite, which 
favounte is a very great Sikh lord, who possesses the 
sovereignty of the greater part of the Himalaya moun- 
tains, of which Runjeet has pohtical possession. It is 
exactly as if I had the king’s favourite with me. He 
Will let me want for nothing, and wall not leave me tiU 
I quit Runjeet’s dominions I thmk of remainmg two 
or three months in the valley of Cashmeer 

I have a sufficient escort of cavalry to have nothing 
to fear from the AJchalis, or immortals, a species of 
fenatics or armed beggars, who are the more dangerous, 
as their sacred character renders them very respectable, 
at the same time that their mdolent life forces them to 
rob for subsistence. 

On the road from Paishawer to Cashmeer, another 
fanatic, a Seyd, that is to say, a pretended descendant 
from the Prophet, is playing the devil at the head of 
ten or twelve thousand banditti of the same species vnth 
himself , and it is probable that Runjeet, whom he has 
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yroToVed for *eTeT*l ywn, wfll, tt no ditUnt penod, de- 
termlnQ npoo T)gTm>iul]r ginoi^ bim cbuo. Bat IihtB 
tlnji fUj in tbe ttir of tbo lino of roibtAr^ open 
tlons. If tht Seyd cnngbt tnc be would cut Dj tbroat 
on tbe tpoti for tbe glory of God. 

1 tm ntber kMiag eight of oor politKS. It b no 
grent b*rm, for they eeem to me ell going wrong 

I yeeterdiy rveetred a farewell letter from CalniUa, 
from that duUognbbed and amiable m&n whom I 
chanced to meet In the Himalaya, Mr IagUs,aTeTy neb 
merchant from Canton who U on bb return tbitber 
to play at lonng or winning milboni He promitea to 
write to me {mpiently from that country, with which 
ha b admirebly ae^imnted. lie b almoat my fnend. If 
m a CQopla of yean, filariot reeeirei a ebett of Cblneae 
pUnta, addreta^ to me be moat not be lorpriied for 
I bare girra hb addren to Mr nobert Ingl^ who bat 
pronuted me a pretent of that dcaenpUon. 

Adieu, my dear fnend. I embracn you with all my 
heart. 


TO IL JACQUKUOKT TIIE ELDER, PARIS. 

Cewp «f Plain i>trfrs JCAn ntmg ffo v r t tf ni 

tnxf$ trttt In UtMmn, vniar fr#«/ MOarrjr trm. 

Jprff 1»1 

My deab Father, — I am wrong in writing to you 
Ihit erening t for buanieat, of which I bare auffiaent, 
ought to precede pleature. But 1 am ao brubed bum 
a late tarere fnH from my horae, that I grant myaelf 
tbit pleature aa the whim of an. Inralid. 1 left Lahore 
VOL II D 
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on the 25th of March, and on the 30th I arnved on the 
banks of the Chenauh or Acesmes, at Ramnaghur On 
the first of April I crossed this nver, opposite to 
Khadabad, fifteen miles west of Ramnaghur Rajah 
Gulab Sing, whom the king had commanded to receive 
me at Pindee Daden Khan, had come three days’ mai ch 
to meet me Next to Runjeet Sing, he is the greatest 
lord in the Punjab As I suppose you are tired of the 
honours with which I am leceived, I will spare you all 
the particulars of Sikh politeness observed during the 
morning In the evening, I paid the Rajah a visit of 
ceremony in his camp, where he was expecting me, 
amid the pomp of his little court We embraced 
for about a quarter of an hour, , enough literally to stifle 
each other, raising one another from the ground, by 
turns , and as I found him a good creature, who from 
the very first understood my Hindostanee, which I 
have strangely Peisiamzed and Punjahizedf during the 
last month, I remained conversing with him till night 
Next day, at the following halt, the Rajah returned 
my visit, and added to the presents which he had made 
me the evening before, in the King's name, a double- 
barrelled gun, manufactured in the mountains, after an 
English pattern I should have preferred one of their 
long matchlocks, as a curiosity , but he considered this 
double-barrelled gun a master-piece of Himalayan skill, 
you Mill, however, see some day that it is not a very 
brilliant specimen Yesterday morning we crossed the 
Jclum, or Hydaspes, and encamped here I spent the 
evening Mith my fi-icnd the Po^c-iuitej Lion, (for such 
IS the signification of Gul-ab Sing. Gul, rose, ab, 
ivater , Sing, lion) He is a soldier of fortune, a 
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ipm« of tj arpft I »in p^ii*dfi3 !h»l the Ifpitlirmte 
Rajah of Jatnmoo, KaD;:r»,«nd otfarr mottnUin fnaci 
paliiie^ uhlfli nnnjrtl baa tfrnnifmftl lo OnUh S>op 
wooU toe Im CoUb I« » Iton in ^tr vh) bj 
DO ine*oa • nHO«w»l?T p^ttt mnUrr He ja tl-ont foTij* 
yttn of terj handtomo »d 4 liaa th« pUinrat 
tnOJoatf and iso«t Mrgvtt manutra^ He took me tliia 
tDomiop to fee aome cdt mines aituted ahont three 
oS* in the lootintalna. \\ r let out at break of 
dij mthadellj^htfaltempcntore Aalhadhorometm 
aritb me I rrgaUted oar marefa according to the aloweat 
pace of Bjr horac and did not pa » orer a aingle new 
plant Frery atone vbkh appeared at all an plaoni 
was alto exaabied and raj Ponjaheo elo^jnence on 
bounj and Iteok^ rraa aneb that raj eomjAnion 
dehghted mtb knowla; the Sanient Ferio^ name of 
ao masj pUota, (tbeir Latin namea it «aa tb&t 1 eras 
teUm^ him ) Mt lo aork berhoritine with me and to 
him 1 am Indebted for more than one plant rrhlch had 
eacapel mj ohaerralwm A Eoropcao moat be a rerj 
atnpld person, nho cannot attach an Oriental hj hU 
cooTorution nnlen he has to do vitb a atapid one 
Enrope in the tnost common deiaili of iti arOlaation, 
is a mine of wonder to these people Thej will listen 
to joa all daj with pleasnre if jon are disposed to 
exhibit those treasures free from rounded periods or a 
figuratire style. Tsro arm^ebun were earned on Lefore 
us X and when we passed near a tree or I bad bundles 
of plants to tie up, the Rajah and I sat down If we 
hahed dann; ever to ihortatime Gulab Sin^ would 
make a couple of lecretaries dismount sent themselTea 
behind ua, and wtile down hastilj cTcry word 1 uttered 
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Thus am I taken douTi in. short-hand, like Cousin s 
metaphysics ’ — ^but I am more positive These people 
love more than anything else, to he informed on the 
political statistics of Europe, of which they have no 
notion The population, the strength of our armies, 
the taxes, the produce of each branch of puhhc revenue, 
the axioms of our cml and cnminal law, and lastly, the 
great results of the apphcation of sciences to manu- 
factures, are to them matters of intense interest I 
have no need to employ any quackery to do justice to 
the character which the Governor-general directed 
should be given of me to Runjeet Sing’s envoy at 
Delhi . I have only to state the commonest truths 

On our arrival at the mines, Gulab Sing appeared 
very uneasy, and began to tell me long stories about 
the catastrophes which often occur there , and that the 
miners were sometimes himed ahve by the falhng in of 
the mine , — then again about the heat, bad smell, dirti- 
ness, winding paths, &c , — reserving for his climax that 
no gentleman had ever descended into such a filthy 
place Nevertheless, he asked me what my pleasure 
was 

“ To leave you here and go down alone,” I replied 

“ But if the stones should fall upon you, and I not 
he with you, what could I say to the King? ” exclaimed 
the good man 

It appears that he is answerable for me with his head, 
all the time I am under his care He accompanied me, 
therefore, not into one mine, but into several, and for- 
got that It uas derogatory, I taught him, on the spot, 
a httlc geology , and that I may continue the lesson, 
he will accompany me to-morrow to another part of the 


LAllORr AXfi CAtnMtCIU 


37 


taoQQtalDi To grr*t MtUfirttoa be bu tbif 
jBotnent tenl mo worJ thil » twJ bit been dt<coTeml 
by wbkb I m»y go the «ho1e irty on bonebrnrlc- Tbw 
It lacky for tor at I un too moeb broNcd to mallu A 
week ago I net witb an aendent «bkb might bare 
been more lerroos for ray hor*o fell backinnl* m rear 
Ing and I aat under Umi bat I rvayed «]tb being 
only btmed in the mod- To-dar tbe tame cata^lroyhe 
«at aboQt to happen Qpon tharp lionet bnt I dneo 
gaged raytelf and fell bark alone 

koa molt recollect my dear father baring ofien 
afffdtkmately pointed oot to me the onpleawinl a penly 
of my manoert and their tepaUirr itifforaa? I fully 
admitted thete anfartnnate defecti In mjr character 
Cot mtbin thete Utt few year*, and iloce I bare left 
France tbe lleomb allnded to moit hare beeome a 
good deal modi6e<1 to my adraotage t for I karr reeelred 
lo many proofi of regard from to many difl^>rent people 
that I romt attribute part of them at leait to tbote rery 
qnabUea, tbe abtenee of which foeraeTly rtaed yon io 
mnch on my acconot. Chance aould not be lo con 
itantly In my laronr i there meit be lome good 
raanagvnKQt on ray part, which u nothing bnt a wub 
to pleaie prodneed without my knowledge by a 
more kindly dnpofitlon now become babilnal to me 
kesterday one of my lerTauta robbed met It was the 
one who acta aa my treaanrer became be can reed 
and write and became I thought him bonratcr than 
the otheri. lie pocketed a few rupeet which 1 had 
ordere d him to gire to aome boatmeu. By accident I 
obtained erideDce of hk ro gu er y Instead of putting 
myielf io a paukm and porbape glring him a boree 
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whipping’, as I should prohahly have done not more 
than a year ago, I spoke very mildly to him , and 
though I punished him with a fine in favour of the 
people whom he had intended to rob, and refused him 
leave of absence which he had requested of me, I made 
him do what I venly believe no Indian ever did before 
— confess his fault and kis repentance 

Good night , for if I go on, I know not where this 
scandalous trumpeting of myself will stop, and you 
u ould very properly take a dislike to me for it More- 
ovei, I have great need to stretch myself in bed 

JcUaljyorc, on the nghl bank of the Hydaspes, 
April nth 1831 

God be praised I my dear father, without forgetting 
the blessings due to M Augustin Taboureau, M .Cor- 
dier of Chandernagore, Captain Wade of Loodheeana, 
and M Allard, the junction of whose good offices have 
just caused me to receive, upon the banks of the 
Hydaspes, your No 15, with the other letters ■o’hich 
accompanied it, and Beaumont’s book, all under the 
same cover Lord William Bentinck had contnbuted 
a small contingent of ConititutionneJs, and several other 
Indian friends the expression of their kind remem- 
brances This IS qmte a festival , so I have just 
oidered a whole day’s halt, in order to celebrate it 
Half of it I shall spend in ■writing, and the remainder, 
in again rummaging the low mountains at the foot of 
vhich I am encamped 

I began to despair of this packet. No 15, which 
had allowed itself to be overtaken by the two follow- 
ing, 16 and 17 , and I cannot account for its tardy 
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uTiTil Ttf' chiln of tmr conT'potjdenn' ht tninj* 
Cnl» that Mjtoe frr^witljr f'fape mot It I' ■!»»)•< 
t hltle niT»»ofy to tno how »oh U pol orcr tn laocr' loo 

TlKHiph Utf yoor Utter U not welcome I own 
to itt porQ««J » nerrtmt aputton of plea orr which 
•lerp. In the ►iHlnwi of the night w»U ajone TftnoTf 
I »bonU hare l«J wnie twrntr pagrt to rrplr In U t for 
it calU Dp a crowd of lboneht« which 1 ibnnlJ lihe tn 
cotnmnRlrale to yon, and wlitrh wonhi not ho le«i 
pUa«»ot for jon to irceirej only day light U»ti hot 
•ixtrtn boDta. 

S tm remind roe of the heglonlog of toy journey \ mx 
firrt marchc* frutn Cakotla to IWrurr*. 1 mrrey my 
adf from bead to fool In aearrh of what U admirable is 
ra«,>^at 1 eaaoot find lu I rail to reroUettitm the 
•Dence and monotony of Uicwe fir»t marrhn tod dn not 
percetre the aondm that tod »ee in them I Nothing- 
appear! ao aiople and tutaral In me aa to botanhe and 
geologUe on Ibt banka of the Ilydaipe*, and gallop 
thrtmph the dnett with my long bearded e»co»t The 
•Mjuel of my jonmey hi* in reaerre a crtttrvdo for yoor 
torpmej for if yonr enchantment wera to begin with 
Jbiie notrt wotild remain to celebrate my amral at 
Lahore ^ on abonld begin with yifnao. 

^on gne«»ed nghtly of me at Ilenarea, I ipent U«t 
atnnmer with the Lomaa and now I am rery near 
Caihnreef where I fhall apend thia. There are fonr 
roada to it from the Panjahee able —that of Jommoo 
that of Bembnr that of Mnrpore and Pronnch and 
laatly to the 'SoTlh that of MoxafTerabail. It would 
hftTo halted my geological eoaremence to take the 
bUer whence 1 might baro made an excnrilpD into 
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Hindoo Cosh, hut a chief of Afghan fanatics, Se}fl ^ 
Ahmed by name, has occupied it for some months, and 
Runjeet Sing, nlio might crush him bj a decided 
measure, is content to act ivithont energy, and 
simply confine him to a mountainous district Ahmed 
plunders and burns the few ullages in it, and, were I 
to fall into his hands, would serve mO worse than he 
■would a Mussulniaun I regret being obliged to forego 
this route, which, morcoier, the King, in his anNiet) 
about me, for he considers himself answerable to the 
British Government for my safety, would not have 
allowed me to tabe 

The daj before yesterday I quitted the Rajah Gulab 
Sing, delighted with him, as he was with me An ex- 
press will leave my camp every daj, to inform him how 
I get on , and I promised to ^vnte to him sometimes, 
with my owm hand, in Persian, which appeared to give 
him extreme pleasure We are sufficient friends, and he 
IS good-natured enough to excuse some omissions of 
etiquette, to which I shall be exposed in not borrowing 
the hand of a secretary hly safety, the attentions 
lavished upon me in this country, and the facilities 
afforded to me in travelling, all depend upon the respect 
attached to my name , and this I must neglect no means 
of maintaining and increasing Gulab Sing can neither 
read nor write , and he holds these vulgar talents in but 
little esteem, when possessed by a man of the middle 
class, whose trade and means of hvelibood they are but 
in a lord, and what is more, in a Fennghee lord, he 
considers them an admirable accomplishment 

I shall go as far as Mirpore with my ten camels, that 
is to say, with the King’s camels There, mules will be 
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for thtm to carry my bagpi^ wtlct I ihall 
Ugttro a htUei and at Proonch camen xiU ropmede 
the molea. 1 bare none of the tronble of thete arrange- 
menta My Mebmandar Sbetk RodderBochtt haring the 
King • Brmaju, proridea etCTything Fowli kWa butter 
milk, fgga, and Boor are hronght to my camp from the 
Tillage*. 8mce my departure from Loodheoana, my 
cook has neret gireo me any bilk After I hare feasted 
there is airrays enoogb left for my people to enjoy 
tbemselrea like King*. Wade aenda mo word from 
Loodbteana, that Ronjeet baa written to him ahont me, 
and stated that of all the European lords be bad a«eD 
no one pleased him so modu This be certamlj prores 
by hia ittantioaa to me 

M Veotnra !j marching towards Moltano wHh tea 
thoocand men, to reemre the tnhnte doe from the 
southern pronnce* of the Punjab M Allard thought 
for^a moment that the hlabarajah would send him into 
the mountains against Ereyd Ahmed. He is encamped 
on the banks of the Acosme* } and be Battered himtel 
at Brst that we should perhaps meet m Casbmeer; but 
hii measanger of tbu erening destroys that hope. He 
has behared admirably toward* me erery day I ditcorer 
some new attention of bis, in things which he has per 
formed without my knowledge. As the people of my 
escort balong to a body of caralry under bis command, 
in which the promotions depend entirely upon him, yon 
msj tnppota that I am well guarded. The lieutenant 
of my troop has a good chaoce of being made Captain 
(reasddar) if be brings to his general a tahsfortory 
certificate from me j and this he certainly tb«11 hare. 

1 hare the Rajah s firmane for the protection of the 
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collections \\bicli I slmll send from Ca'^liniocr to Lood- 
heeana as soon ns I lm\c made them, and nde Mill 
forward them, with the same protection, to Delhi 

I do not know hy what road I shall return from 
Cashmeer , hut I shall wnte to jou more than once 
before I think of returning-, and alwajs njiprice yon of 
my intended marches, the moment I haie determined 
upon them 

My purse, a very base object no doubt, hut as thej 
would say in Haiti, “very necessary metal for trai oi- 
ling,” is excellently well lined I take a thousand 
rupees with me (one hundred louis), and shall recene 
four thousand more in Cashmeer This sum total is the 
amount of Runjeet Sing’s present to me, being just 
two years of my absurd salarj from the Jaidm, before 
the addition, of two thousand francs, made since 1830 
I have about six thousand francs in my banker’s hands, 
at Calcutta, and to this I must add the aforesaid supple- 
ment for the yeais 1830 and 1831, making in the whole 
ten thousand francs 

I am not afraid of being robbed Besides my having 
SIX sentinels in ray camp during the night, each district 
through which I pass is responsible for all that mar 
happen to me w'hilst I am in it Everything, even the 
course of the seasons, is favoumble to me In ordinary 
years, already at this period, the south-west monsoon 
dnes up the Punjab with its burning heat Bernier, in 
the beginning of March 1663, wrote, every morning, 
that he should no doubt die in the course of the day , 
but this year, storms, more frequent than usual at this 
season, often clear the atmosphere It is yet only very 
warm, and in five days I shall enter the mountains at 
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^lfrpoTr 1 »t«ll tw»l r»rr fnf the larntner mtm 

toon 

^ no »p<»V. <rn»trtrj4Q«m It of 1 ot«p«n ihnnJrT •& 1 
»t<mn« rrrmjnrril In thtw !l {» irtje lh*t in 

lh» Ilimat ihr^ ttr trmO: ■« a titnple t 

m-ettM <m thu mottttnp ohWti f tl » a ptanl in 
tl e nrinilT nf ll »1 prat rh»iii ll *« A* tvrrrtllirlr** In 
rtamj*** and In the Alps at the fool of ^Intil llUnr 
thil 1 ih finnt iphl of ihi* Ljml 14io 

llraotnmjl of th p^rty, »rid a njrrJly not 

forpTrtleo It. 

To prote fnj filwl piety I hate jo l rb»nyrj my 
riMhrt tn I am dnnVtnc y<°v health In a pU • uf 
poncb alikh aill n t Injore wine I do iliu In et^ 
Tiate Iho l«d efleelt of art of ahirb 1 pi I plenty Ihn 
momific a« I plkipeJ ihtee boon In the d lop* to pi 
met thi *t*pe On »tifb «f» loo tbe atrmpib of 
ttiT lion a pretended I re*»n rreoorile* me to tba 
defeeH of hi* letBj-T 1 late »eteT»l tlmei tbonphi 
of ra \ lennp him on arrooot of hl» rkea; hot alnra 
1 left Iterwres In *pte of all bi» malice be h»* *n.i 
•ncceeded in ibroannp me core Hr hlm*elf ha* Dn>r 
ttnmhled onr fallen Ume| and it k Iibely that he «i|l 
nrry me a* loop a* I Itatel on Und, except in Ca»h 
meer abcrr hi* andden aurts ihyinp and olntinaer 
mipht end in a leap trith mo oret Mime precipire 
In Caihmcer I aliall porehaae at any price the l>e»l 
pbonnte in Tibet^fpAoitnfe U the name of the tron 
derfnl race of moODtaiQ hone*). Tlili rreatnra will 
acTTr me not only donnp the pre*ent ampalpn, hot 
aluidonop that which I ahall naVe la the Himalaya 
Eaat of the Oanpet If the ^Ilnliter of the latcnor 
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approves of the plan which I have explained to him 
in my memonal If not, I shall make a present of 
the animal to Kennedy, or to Lord and Lady William 
Bentinck , and it will be no vulgar present 

There are few people I have known m India, with 
whom I do not keep up some kind of correspondence 
write to them less fiequently than I could desire, 
but I have no leisure, and the number is very great » I 
am the only one of our nation enjoying the attentions 
of this little British community, transplanted into 
India for the purpose of governing it My passing 
rough any place necessarily forms a little event, of 
^hich each preserves a remembrance, whilst these 
c anges of scene, being constantly renewed, do not 
leave a durable impression of faces npon my memory 
ere are, nevertheless, many that I shall not forget 
My preceding letter will have sufficiently informed you 
concerning them. ^ 

You speak very modestly of your Real Essences f 
What can be more real than what you owe to them ?- 
the innocent amusement of the last twenty years I 

denv Tr community would no doubt 

rcoat „°f mT”™*’. ““ “"■■e than 

7e 1 '' “> iZl those 

precious essences 

Lord Wilhams Comt,tul.o„„ets hare mformed me 

1 nlr r Coooc.1 of State, hy M 

de Broghe. whom I am d.sposed to parrel w.th hoLse 

be has not appointed M.Amedie Tabonrcan a conn- 
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T»KWr*« ind }ie *1»U1 Alirirt I •re k ffw liivrt 
from tn» kiiU «liicb fotwl W (or onck 

r>f»rp III* lUy i« ooty un^^n or npfctrfn Imari kmp 
A'Jkti, my dcir f»tlirr Uik of €»11 «otiVl h* 
loo ll art WM» 1 lo ftuVp yoofk Inoprf TkV* CklTof 
youn^lf: do wi truLp kf* «»cif'jrTTiintn of ytmnrlf 
|«■faTT yrKir Iimf »1 Wh •ill of itwdf kwh rtioopb 
\\ nt# (o 1 m!<‘nck far my aaIo t k&d I n turn kll IhH, 
far 1 iHuik ht kHl hirllT rom» to I *rii lo rr»J my 
Irltrtx 

\d»rti 1 I emVrwk you «ilh kH my twl. 


TO ii or iunrcrr, PAni» 

OvfUtrkif fiKttlyUtf* 

If*}! 

I low m*ny Ihiopi hire 1 lo irll yi»,ray dc»r frfrtid I 
£r*lt »l*otit myf^lf— ibm •l>oiit ycFur tmo jwopl# 
•botj* brrolim, tnd itomorlkl plory iKk 

Eoglub MwJ thr Om UtmUtmntl ban* itUtrd lo 

BM* Thf roontli of Joly 1830 bu cotojiUtrly n 
aoTed from m ibe cooltmpttble cbirkctw wbicb 
oor nklloa— fa ■ofioa— wk* mplJly atiom 

Inp in tbe ryrt of otben I( U rery fortonklt for 
me tbit I ira tnicitig- tbe S!bb« usd iLe Afpbini for 
bid I wntined lonper on tbe other ude of tbe Sot 
ledpr wbrre the UntUb rtlpn I abcmM b*To been 
•orfclled mitb dioneffc To tell yon tbe trutbt 1 wki 
yroibpKrtiily in Cublon imonif ibemt before tbe prett 
amentit AweraWe of the 28th of Joly ; tot ilnce tlut 
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period I have been absolutely the rage I was the onlj^ 
animal of my species, — that is to say, the only French 
gentleman, whom they could get hold of and I was 
bound to pay for the whole nation, because I was its 
sole representative I was obliged to eat hke an ogre, 
drink hke a fish, talk like an advocate, and make 
speeches, in season, out of season, and in all seasons — 
Gentlemen., the deep emotion tvhich I feel., . then 

comes, the inadequacy of your very humble servant to 
do justice to sueh an eloquent, ^c ^c — But, thank God, 
as I have not the stomach of an alderman, I am released, 
till my return to Semla in six months, when I shall 
begin again, with renewed vigour Meantime, I am 
picking up plants and stones in the Pentrapotamis, — • 
which appears to me mfinitely more classical than the 
Punjab — and am going to Cashmeer, where I shall 
spend the whole summer in the hke innocent occupa- 
tions Runjeet Sing, King of Lahore, has had the good 
sense to fall in love with me, upon honourable terms, 
however, — ^a circumstance to be remarked , for when 
these Sikh gentlemen are in love, it is in general not 
in a very virtuous manner. He proclaims me the wisest 
of Feringhee lords — a demi-god he pays me the most 
flattering attentions, — surrounds me dunng my journey 
with the most complete protection, — provides, for my 
use, camels, mules, earners, breakfasts, dinners, — and, 
not satisfied with this, he sometimes sends me mon- 
strous bags of money, which in this country is con- 
sidered the greatest mark of pohteness. 

There is no want of local character here TheTlritish, 
who have no political influence in this country, and are 
totally excluded from it, have not been able to efface 
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the ttunp of locality a they hare done in India. Had 
I leUnre I wonld tell yon i»bat thii aingnlar court of 
Rnnjeet Srnga », and the lOMioor and out-door mode 
of life of tbeae Sikhs, in their different concbtiona 
but, tny dear fnend, I haye other fish to fry end a 
geological paper begun yrhich 1 must finbh upon the 
spot. Tbe time will come, 1 hope when we shall bo 
able to spend a couple of eyetUDgs in tbe week together 
and yon will lose nothing for baying waited UU my re- 
tnm. You will say that 1 imitate Baron Stendhal, and 
hu tender remembrance of Timothens, ** tbe moat fiery 
of hii chanoteers " but I shall hare to parade before 
you a multitade of camels, saddle'horaes, elephants* 
and brQlmnt escorts of cayalry forming my lordship i 
cortege. Howeyer I promised yon iwt to tall any 
lies : if yon accuse me of doing so, 1 shall say that it 
is fiom enyy 

At Lahore, I liyed In a little palace of the Arabian 
Hight t Luterlalnmenla. A battalion of infantry was on 
doty near me the drums saluted me wheneyer I put 
toy head out of doors and when I walked in tbe cool 
of the emning in the aBeye of my garden, fbuntains 
played around me by tbousuids I A most splendid fHe 
was giyen to me, with an accompaniment of Ctshmeer 
ian dauang girls, as a matter of course and, although 
their eyes were daubed round with black and white, my 
taste is deprayed enough to haye thought them only tbe 
more heautifuL 

I haye a kmg heard,>-a red crD^ I admit but in other 
letpeets I hare preserred my European dross. The dogs 
bark yigorously at so nnosnal a figmo the chfldren pay 
me bawdc, with mtereat, the raxatum which 1 indicted^ 
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some twenty years ago, with other blackguards of my 
own age, upon the poor devils of Turks whom I met m 
the streets These urchins are never tired of looking 
at me , but I move about with my atmosphere of ser- 
vants and horsemen, who are perfectly accustomed to 
my proceedings, and keep at a distance, in the hack 
ground, all who exhibit indiscreet astonishment. Some 
days ago, I gave a lesson in botany and geology to 
the Rajah Gulab Sing, successor to the late Taiales ; 
and as it is allowed that I am an admirable man, the pearl 
of sages, every one feels the greatest veneration for 
plants and stones Adieu 1 I have talked so much 
about myself, that there is nothing left for you What 
became of you during the uproar ? Wnte to me, my 
dear friend you owe it to my smcere friendship I 
embrace you 


TO M VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS 

Camp near Jellalpore, on the banhs of the 
Hydaspes, AprxllQlh 1831 

My dear Friend, — I wrote to you from the British 
frontier of the Sutledge, at the end of February On 
the 2nd of March I entered on the Sikh temtory, where 
I was welcomed in the most distinguished manner My 
fether, to whom I wrote from Lahore, has no doubt 
told you of my flattenng reception by Runjeet Sing, the 
high protection with which he surrounds me, and the 
solid proofs of kindness which he lavishes upon me. 
The hospitality of the King of the Punjab makes his 
care of my personal health vie with his own magnifi- 
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c«iH^ lie nppliei foodi for ell mr expauet, tad I 
enjoy the ntmoet liberty of locomotion^ 

I regret much my friend thet I here not leunro to 
rellere my rmni by conremng with yon^ u you domth 
me. Dot I Imre a great nomber of leUert to write — 
•och an arrev of botineti already and the day to abort 
that I muit for tbli once refo^ myaelf the pleasure of 
■arriung at great length 

The CoJirtittttion9<I which 1 bare Just read on the 
faanki of the Ilydaspea, has (otereated me exceedingly 
Kewspapera am excellent thinga. I bare the pleuora 
of reading your cpeediet hero without your know 
ing It. Ercry word yt» utter m the trfhnno reaebet 
me Is not thUjait thetama u iflheard you? How 
often do I thus feel myself brought near to you? 

^fy English pspoa go much farther than my Can 
rtitvtianntU and from them I think I can mnko out 
that your motion {or the aboUtioD of capital punishment 
has patted both CUambera, and that the King haa Joy 
folly glren his assent to lU 1 long to see a confirma 
tion of it, with full prtJculara, In our popert, and to 
roail the proclamation of this gionous tHumph which 
you hare just achiered 

A thousand thanks to you for not forgetting our dear 
Paray How folly do I admit all the attractions which 
that beautiful spot must hare for you. 1 acknowledge 
to myself that, in your place I should no doabt hare 
4oQe as you did and while 1 made war upon the 
fonea, hare sought to preserre that mild and melancboly 
ehaimcter In the scenery which pleases us both 

l\e shall meet there agdn some day I hope and 
again thread together its gruiy arenues, in the cool 
VOL. ir E 
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morning- air We wiUthen recal the years of our sepa- 
ration, and the scenes of Asia will be moie vividly 
pourtrayed in my memory, when contrasted with the 
bland and mild character of the peaceful Paray 

Does not your friendship hhnd you with regard to 
the true interest which my letters may possess ? My 
father seems delighted -vVith the first two I wrote him 
after my departure from Calcutta, on my road to Chan- 
dernagore and Benares, and which he sent to you to 
read the very day you concluded your letter to me If 
the sincerity of his testimony is not doubtful, its worth 
IS at least very suspicious , and I confess, my dear friend, 
that such 16 the case with your own, and from the self- 
same reason I know not what difference may exist 
between my journals and my letters, — but I have some- 
times tnedthe expenmentof reperusing the former after 
a long interval, and I did not judge of myself so highly 
as you do Nevertheless, I cannot -write them -with greater 
negligence or precipitation than I do letters for of the 
latter, for instance, I have written to-day fifty-four 
pages in this small size, after three hours’ hard nding 
this morning to get over my stage , and the evening is 
still long The compliment you pay me would be, m 
truth, the most agreeable of aU, if it came from others 
not prejudiced m my favour as you are Where plants 
and stones only are to he talked about, there is no occa- 
sion to be amusing , but beyond the technical details of 
science, to entertain is, I admit, the first requisite in 
•wTitiiig What but pleasure can be the object of a 
Parisian in seeking, in a book upon India, to become 
acquainted with its social and political institutions, and 
in reading a descnption of the features under which 
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mtorc »how« itielf thfr«? If book which tftchrt 
him ill tbit u 1 htd onf, b« u ictoo^ to lijr it uide*— 
for lAer iH be it teekio^ cml/ for imaiemenU 

Science bit phUoiophic*! emlneDcet which It m not 
impoiiible to render icceulhle or it leitt miblc to 
mindi nnCuntlurwIth theou Mj imbitson would be to 
intermingle nitonl philotoph^ lad the higher brincbet 
of natnnl butorj’ «Ith picture* of poliUal bittorj’ ind 
(ketefaet of Indnn mioneri. Hot bow could I minige 
thr« mitbout being dull and hearp on tbt one band, or 
forgetting on the other the ngid ■implintj’ of »tjle in 
which matter* of aclence ought to be treated? Could I 
iDAiter the diSeultjr I aboold hare bothing to do 
bojood till work than to wnto a aerie* of apcelal and 
tbtoloteljr tccbaical, paper* 

Thii win form one of tbo anl^erta of oor Sr*t conrer 
tation* on mj retam. Dot think of U t and do not wait 
until I come bock l•e^ore jou giro me jour adneo. 
Adieu I mj dear and excellent (heniL 


TO >I PORPlITKn JACQITE^HONT TARIB. 

Cnf €t JflUJ^rr cm isnli ^ Uie If 

JfHIMA lUI 

Sir DEAR PoRpnTBE, — Packet Iso. 15 which I 
thought lost a* I receired Ko*. 10 and 17 four month* 
aso, came to band thli morning with Deaumout • book. 
I hare read ih* few acre* of muuacnpt which wero so 
cartfollj incliMod in ih and also the additions made bj 
senral of my Indmn friends. Haring wntten the ten 
letter* which you »1U 6nd in company with th»S) 7 °^ 
may lupposo that I bare done enough for one day 
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aevertlieless, I must finish my lettor-uriting nt once, m 
order to devote to-morrow entirely to my minerals 
This 16 all the worse for you, because, coming’ last, you 
must have the smallest share 

You were perfectly right to object to the publication 
of any portion of my letters. It is impossible for them 
not to have been too hastily w ritton to please any but 
my fnends. I think my father has completely yielded 
to your objections against such premature if not ill- 
judged publication 

In my letters of to-day, I have endeavoured to forget 
what you tell me about your exchanging letters with each 
other This thought would haie stopped my pen, or 
at least have prevented it from running carelessly over 
the paper and blackening fifty-eight pages a day, as I 
have done I hke very well to chat but 

w'hen there is a third party it is a very different thing 
It 13 precisely the same with writing To speak as I 
think, and without humbug, I must persuade myself that 
my letter w'lll be read by the person only to w hom I write 
But you ask me, modestly enough, for a word or two 
of fnendship and gossip The latter is not a tune always 
at command, and I cannot play it to-day , but when I 
feel myself in the vein, I •will think of you, and as I 
have always pen, ink, and paper at hand, you shall be 
served to your heart’s content 

Cambess^des is an excellent fellow, to w'hom, when 
you see him, you would do well to say a hundred kind 
things from me I shall wnte to bun from Cashmeer 
in less than a month 

I am dreadfully sleepy Adieu, then, my dear 
brother ' I love and embrace you with all my heart. 
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TO M PORPlPfRE JACQCnilOST PARIS, 

Cnp •rtrfl rtD4ffe l« iKf «Kni4 lA# ■•■Pt* 

tetu *n dU rM(f I* lUl 

DCAft nnontcA, — It it ilmott m mach u I etn 
do to rtfnin from fwnrinp opoa Ropw Irat I *U*1I 
DUlc« op for h in the cpra ur The fict U, peripeto 
ticum expotet iti roUnen to tacb a compUcatlon of 
ansojraacei, tbit ibej bare often m good raiod to sett 
thmteiret irpoQ the fint ttcme crtxx thtir armti aiul 
cttrto hrareo and earth. For the hut fire dajra, I hare 
been contionallf and rtrj joitibabijr Id a dorH of a 
tetnper or rather io a poaiUre forr Thu bat taken 
pUce tloe« taj entrance late the moontalDa. ) vu to 
bare {bead a aarnber of mnlM and camera, which the 
King ordered for me long ^ce; hat the poireT of a 
torereign in Atta decreaaea at leatt as tba mbo of the 
dittaace from the piece where be to*j he That, at 
Sonkthaiapore, nip hct haH In the plaloi npon the 
haakt of the Jelom the people tald thep cared reir 
little for the King ■ ordera, and receired onlp thou of 
hh eldett ton The Thanadar (mapor or cotnmandaat) 
took refage la hk mnd fort, with a few wretches armed 
wHh matchlocks, and threatened to fire at mp cararan 
If I persuted in deauadiDg that to which 1 vu entitled 
The tarronndiag Tillages paid for the rebellKiQ of the 
chief town. Mp people paid them a marandisg mit, 
and, after selxuti; mp ahara, helped themulres prettp 
plentifoilp 

At Mirpora, where I was to bare fonnd the moles 
and caniera, nothing wu readp 1 wanted fbrtp of the 
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latter , they were to have come every day, hut after 
waiting three days, not one came. I rated my Meh- 
mandar and the lieutenant of my escort, accused them 
of indifference and laziness , Imt they imputed the cause 
to the total insuhordmation of the petty mountain 
chiefs, and the constant rehelhon of their wretched 
subjects When my people talked too loud, those of 
Mirpore, who had also their mud citadel, threatened to 
retire within it and shut the gates If my friend Gulah 
Sing had not been six days’ march off, I would imme- 
diately have written and requested him to send three or 
four hundred regular infantry, in order to make an 
example, by inflicting a hundred lashes upon the gentle- 
men of the staff at Mirpore , but I should have been 
obliged to Stay there twelve days, and the place was 
entirely devoid of interest The thermometer, besides, 
Tose every day to 94“. Yesterday morning, therefore, 
having assembled thirty carriers, I had them loaded uith 
the most indispensable part of my baggage, and off I 
started, leaving my two officers in the rear, to get out 
of the business as they might, and see to the forward- 
ing of the remainder. Having reached, before all my 
people, the banks of a nver where I meant to enfcamp, 
I found nothing to receive me but a burning sun The 
poor devils arrived at last, one after the other, at intervals 
of a quarter of an hour, and at four o’clock in the after- 
noon I breakfasted I had now entered the dominions 
of Gulah Sing Wonders of all kinds were promised 
to me. The chiefs .of a neighbouring fort came to 
make their salaam According to their account, it 
rained mules and carriers in their mountains However, 
nothing fell in the nigftt, but oxide of hydrogen in 
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nnmn^rkWe and raj jcitfTdtj • turn 

Ua^ef ctrmr*, £ir frora iticmsm^ by the run melted 
IQ h Uke qU Thi4 mondnp when 1 atked if aoj 
when had arrired I wea iofbrmeil that thMe of yeater 
day bad decamped. I forthwith de patched my twenty 
monntaiDeer aoUlera, ten only of whom had arrired the 
ereniBjj before in aearch of them; hot if tho carrier* 
were not made of aatt the aoldtera were made of in^.— 
mat a eeuipe of them ww to be aeen after the mru 
The remainder of my caraTan dray^ed on by at«e« 
obtained by force were dreadfully iatlyncd. I took yonr 
ipy^lau and iwept the horiton in acarch of aome Tillage 
whither to werrd our way ornaher to maho a treaty r— 
for it war carrieri that I aranted ; but not tie aligliteit 
tnee of tmoke coaid I dtacetn e:icept on the oppoMte 
tide of the torrent whidt the itonn of the night bad 
rendered hopcftable. llowerer a acore of my Caih 
meeriani were at lift uneortbedT who bad hid them 
aelret In the high gran. Learing my fat Mebmaadar 
behind me to play Prometheni, and create men in the 
derert, for the ccmTeyanee of the other half of my 
baggage which wwa lyiog on the bank of the torrent 
like the fragmenta of a ahipwreck 1 pnshed forward, 
foQowed by a amatl colamn, carrying wHb me the moat 
necemry part. 1 am now wnUng at my breakfatt 
althoogh it li not yet noon ; and I enjoy my meal thus 
early frocn the arcnnutanca of haring made to many 
ctrcuita, and climbed ao math right and left, in the 
monntalna, th^ 1 arrired after the hnt dlriaioo of my 
people. Here I may wait. My cook has forty egga, 
flour and tfte m proportion ; and arorod the Tillage 
are tome fieWt of green com for horie* I bare- 
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a tent, a clmir, table, mb, pen*;, anrl paper, ns } ou j)er- 
cene The situation is high enough not to he ver} 
ivarm , and I leave mj roir-gunrd to the care of 
ProMdence As for the mountain soldier'?, uilh their 
inalchlocbs, and their swords, and their bucklers, some 
came hither, ns a sample, and told mo that the} had 
eaten nothing since the da} before )csterdn} , that 
IS to sa), since they ha\o been i\hat they call on duty, 
near my person I dro;c them away like dogs, and 
the spokesman does not know how near ho was getting 
a few kicks on the nether end of his person To c^cry 
svmmetncnl mind, but to a nBturah<;t in particular, who 
recognises himself only b} means of method, and b} 
logical and ingenious classifications, the general some 
qia j:>cut, and the ;n comme je (c poxissc, in this coun- 
tr}, with reference to both men and things, arc truly 
confounding. Last } ear, when I left Somla, on m} wa) 
to Tibet, I asked Kenned} for only two of his Gorkhas 
These two men being biokon-in to European discijiline, 
drilled my carriers like a ship’s crew , and the latter 
often amounted to si\ty. A single one would have 
sufficed Why hai e I not such a detachment now ? 
They would do more business, and save me more 
trouble, than all the rabble of horse and foot with which 
I am encumbered Kennedy, indeed, offered me some , 
but it was contrary to rule, and, as it appeared to me, 
he would, had I accepted his kind offer, have run the 
risk of committing himself with the Government Be- 
sides, the King might have taken offence at my invading-^ 
his territory with soldiers in the British service 

To fill up the measure this morning,— and mark I 
know not what may have happened to my rear-guard. 
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MbJch U perbtjH where H w»* jc^tenlaf wwtlng Itho 
the eml^oU et the camp of Mllijeif in Marth 1816 
for men to etrahle them to adnacer— weQl to Cll up the 
mearare, Iwhaohlf^toprore toy hatolohility in water 
in order to reach this pUr« wlthonl loti of any poclkm of 
mypenon for I wai caaghtinacocpleof deln^aontba 
way The Ucheta on a hag fall of minerals were redoced 
to a sop aod I ahaQ hare to find oat their former order 
Then« two of my boraemeo a horaea fell down a preei* 
picc wbenca they wore reeorered eery lamei my own 
has lost Ua shoes. This U not to ho tome The water 
for drinhing is nothing but mod t it it a Idad of cboco* 
Ute very dUagreeatle erm to an Indian irartller wbo« 
afler two yean of rannlBg ahoal liVe me oogbt not to 
barerytue* lobupntatJoQt. Adieo my dtwr brother 1 
am going to take a little walk near my tent aad giro 
myself the aatUfactioa of aweanng like a roll of dnuns. 
'Wlien yoQ escorted parks of artilkry with hoUockSt 
through the mod of Poland, you perhape experienced a 
alight tinge of the annoyance which now exemdatea me 
Nerertheleaa, one must hare a good bead if not a good 
heart, against temptsliorb De patient t — untie bnt 
break not put down, but do not throw lleirens \ 
how rank the butter was in my omelette I loch a smack 
of atloking cheese! How bot the ran u shining 
between the two acta of tho delsgn i and I am under a 
thin cloth, where tho air is atiBingl This is a letter 
^ least, which my fstber, If you giro it him to read, 
fVlll not be tempted to communicate to all our friendt 
I win conclude in Indian, with a Won ehouit/ an 
oath comparA to which all oun are hut rery little hoya. 
Adieu 1 f. 
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20/h, Evening, at dinner. 

My vexation had not attained its zenith this morning, 
when I blotted a long sheet of hieroglyphics for you 
But the sun is brighter after the storm . the reprimand 
which I gave my Mehmandar had a good effect Here 
he comes with all the remainder of my baggage, and 
tivelve Cashmeenans besides, whom he made prisoners 
in this village, the inhabitants of which thought them- 
selves secure from my people’s attacks because the 
torrent was impassable , but my Mehmandar crossed it, 
as he told me, upon skins filled with air, and, with 
four soldiers, took by storm the twelve poor devils whom 
he bnngs with him Meanwhile, the Vizier of a neigh- 
bouring petty mountain chief brought me ten men of 
his on n growth, so that I am smmming in abundance 
However, as I pay them, which they did not expect, 
having been apprehended in the king’s name, and to 
be paid by him, the hand about me are in excellent 
spints 

It IS a horrible thing to want the necessary hands , 
since, n hen there are not sufficient, those that have been 
seized become useless Thus, I keep a number, which 
cost me four or five hundred francs a month, in order to 
have agood reputation, and to be able everywhere to get 
volunteers, who are alnays the best earners, as well as 
the best soldiers If I were to make use of the royal 
privilege which I enjoy, the peasants would forsake 
their villages at my approach, and my people find 
nothing to eat This morning, ns I was rambling at 
■some distance from the road, among some very rough 
hills covered with thick wood, I discovered three men 
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concealed Though In tearch of a tctj different thing^ 
I thought them a good pnxa* and therefore aaid to 
one of mjr men, Sme them 1 ” They were peaaant* 
belonging to the ceighbonnog Tillage and bad nm away 
to eacape the effect of domiciliary tIcU. They looked 
Tery foolah at being thoi duiodged by chance I pro- 
miaed them that they ahonld be paid inatcad of being 
DV-ttaed and they went gloonulr enongh to join the 
main body of my forcea Haring nerer before aeen a 
European they put but little &ith in my gilded worda 

The honton without metaphor — that la to tay thf 
aky abore the mountaina and plaloa,~-baa alto cleared 
np. I feel myaelf gnite alire, andiD a humour to finiah 
the peraaal of Beaumont a book thia trening Since I 
hara been twice only joat mitMil by the lightning 
prefer erery kind of cracker to Father Jupiler a, in the 
Himalaya at leaat, where they are loaded with bell and 
not badly pointed. It lightened enough to ainge my 
beard!| and the fimd aeemed erery inatant to atrika acme 
of tha treea under which 1 waa encamped. I waa alao 
in- the tame tent m which, laat year in the Dboou, two 
■of my people, who were duuigmg my linen were atruck 
to the ground, and for a moment paralyaed, by the &11 
of the hghtmng upon a neighbouring tree. I recollect 
-that at tea 1 had no greater effection for thunder and 
lightning When you are alone m a atorm with an 
Accompanimeut of this muaio, whether on ahip^Kwrd or 
encamped in a desert your chances of being hit teem 
much greater beoauta you ere the only one that Jupiter 
can aim et and, although be U not rery akilfal, the 
moat awkward bare their lu ck y hits. 

Abuse my tnfiunoua wnting if you like I rrill not 
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be angry with you. However, you must excuse it, as 
well as this Cashmeer paper, because in writing so badly 
on this shppery paper the pen follows the thought, and 
never remains behind, and the metal (St. Domingo 
style) most valuable to me, is time. You will at least 
-see, in the disorder of these long letters, that although 
I am some thousand miles from you, the thought of you 
IS not less vividly present to my mind, and that one of 
the most agreeable illusions of my solitude is to recal 
your image to my mind, and converse with you exactly 
as if you were present 

Adieu 1 On account of the rain, with which I have 
been so completely soaked this morning, I shall allow 
myself a cigar after dinner , but it mil be whilst I am 
reading Elie de Beaumont’s work 


TD M JACQUEMONT, THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Camp at Berah, tn a small plain in the middle of the moun- 
tains, on the road to Cashmeer,— April 22nd 1831. 

My deau Father, — I had promised myself never 
to beheve in adventures , but I have been compelled to 
jield to evidence, atid you wtU be converted too 

The Indians and Persians term Cashmeer the terres- 
trial paradise If the road leading to the other is very 
narrow and difficult, it is the same with that to Cash- 
meer in ei erj'^ sense of the expression 
It was at Soukshainpore, on the banks of the Hydas- 
pos, at the foot of the mountains, that the first shadows 
ajipearcd in the picture of my ambulatory prosperity. 
The chief of this little town, which is a fief of one of 
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the Vtn^ ■ »oni refoied to obey Uonjetl Stng a 6rm*na 
for roppljlog ray »tnp ^ith iht orc«»%Ty pton^totn. 
Ho abut liimtelf nji {o bw mod fort aulb a few wrrtcbei 
•rtned %Jlh matdjlocV« muI ihrratcnctl to 6rf at ray 
boraetnen. If they jo'^ted any forlber optm ohedKOce 
I wrote Iminedtately to the Klog at Urolmtur to 
complain of thia contempt for hi« antbonty w pnjn 
dtcUl to the botpitabty which ho meant to abow me 
3ry caralry apread through the •orroonding Tjltagra j 
and 1 nw them rrtam from their fongrag excomon 
pretty hcarily Wen. ThU la according to rule. 

Next day lOth Inatint. I miertd the Himalaya with 
tty ottels and encamped at ^I^rpcrc where a BDtnrrotrt 
body of mulea wta to he uactthlnl, ready to anpply the 
plttt of mj camaU wbfcfa wera incapable of proeecdiag 
further into the ttonotainv 

loftead of mulea, 1 foand at ^Ii^poTe a hnodred m 
Call, with their matehlocka and little mod fort {ndiETereat 
etKKigh to Oie Uajah a commanda, for which they mmld 
hare cared atill leta had not ray fneod GuUh Sing been 
encamped at tbe dutaoca of a fow dayt march, with 
three thooaattd rt^Ur troopa. Ten Umet a dar did 
raeittgeiand prombea ofraolca and camera pan between 
ray Mebmandar and the cbiefi bat fur two <Uya nil 
thu waa wiiboot effect. On tho erenlng of tbe third 
day a aeoro of Caahmeenaa porter* nmred. Tbl* waa 
half the reipuaito nombert but I waa «o enraged at 
being kept in a homUy hot pUco entirely doroid of 
Intereat, that on the 10th I loaded thaao twenty men 
with the molt neectaary part of my baggage end podied 
on, kariog my Mehmaadar behfnd with the real after 
repr im a n di n g him a little for hia cowardice- 
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long in coming up, with the rear-guard and some pn- 
soners He had crossed the torrent in the morning on 
skins filled with air On the other side of the stream, 
the inhabitants of a considerable village were sleeping in 
security Dunng the first moment of surprise, he ear- 
ned off some thirty men 

I now thought myself nd of my troubles , but in the 
evening famine appeared in my camp All my people 
came to tell me that they were hungry, and that there 
was nothing to eat in the neighbouring jungles This 
was the fault of the Mehmandar, who had not told them 
to take provisions with them I recommended them to 
wait till next day, and commanded the soldiers to watch 
them well dunng the night 

But there was another deluge that night , and the 
soldiers, who did not consider themselves insoluble in 
water, deserted their post in quest of shelter Thus a 
deficiency was again found yesterday morning in the 
numbei of my carriers I acted as on the preceding day, 
and set out with a small troop The distance was 
greater than usual, and the road very bad even for a 
Tibetan walker Nevertheless, I arrived without acci- 
dent to myself or my escort, at Nekhi, a still more 
wretched village than that of the evening before. My 
horse had lost his shoes, and was very lame I did not 
fret much about this, because the nature of the road 
forced me to walk 

Night approached, and I was a little surprised at not 
seeing my Mehmandar, the more so, as the rest of my 
baggage, sent on by him, had joined the camp At 
length one of his servants arrived, breathless, to tell me 
that his master had fallen and broken his arm. 
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Contrtjy to the Asuhe role of not ulTtncup a ftcp 
tovtxdi u inferior 1 aeued the vtiek of one of raj 
Caahmeemni and foUoTred bj taTeral of mj aemnta 
and boraemen^ deacended from tbe monntain to attirt 
tha wotmded man. They told me ba was Ijmg in a 
Tillej three leases from the camp; bnt at the risk 
of and sprains mthoot number I walked three 
bonn before I found him. His exceasira cowa rdi ce dis> 
gusted ma> and made me almost regret coming in sncb 
a hnrrj if not so far This pnsillanimitj in a fivne of 
hnwn and mnsck appeared only the more jwonunent. 
It was impossible for me to examine bis wound pr op erly 
my presence serrod only to pierent him from making 
himself ill with drinking b^ arrack, to keep up hit 
sinking spirits b« aud. I bad the bottle broken. Tbe 
night promised to be fine; so I left tbe wonndsd man 
stretch^ on a bed, m the middle of a pme forest, sur 
mmded by a score of serrants and soldiera, to taka care 
of ^im. I returned Tery late to the camp, by the Twy 
doubtful light of an exceedingly new moon, and timrogh 
fngbtfoi roads. Howerer I made all my people take 
tbe same precsutuns as myaelfi we dragged ourselres 
along without acadsnt, for half an hour cloae to im 
mense walls, slang rarticil escarpments 

Exhausted with fatigue, and by an abundant pertpira 
tlon dunng a fifteen boura march, 1 bad no appelita for 
supper A little bad punch was made ftir me and as I 
bad entirely abandoned tbe use of fermented bquon for 
the last four months, it sent me to sleep immediately 
if it iHd not mtoneats me without my knowledge dunng 
my alamber 

Tbia moming.-'for tbt« Is tbe grand day-^obody 
VOL.ll. F 
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ffiilecl when Buraraoncd — I mcnn those of my hand. 
They passed the ridge of the mountain at sunrise in 
good humour, to breakfast at the first halt, for we 
w-ere to reach this place, Bernh, the first vallage after 
Mirpore 

I walked on, following my lame horse, in had humour 
with the rocks, on account of their nature and the direc- 
tion of their strata, thinking about mj sick hlehman- 
dar, the difficulty of con\e}ing him to this ullage, 
through such fnghtful roads, the impossibility of his 
accompanying me on my journey, and the annoyance 
of applying to the King for another, &c On a sud- 
den, I found myself wnth my rear-guard, at the foot 
of a tall hill, with nearly vertical sides, and a flat sum- 
mit, on the edge of which I observed a fortress I was 
informed that it belonged to the King, and was gar- 
risoned wnth three or four hundred soldiers, under the 
command of a royal governor In fact, I soon saw some 
men of very suspicious appearance, armed ivith match- 
locks, swords, and bucklers, coming down the hill by 
the only path that led to the summit, and consequently 
the only one which it was possible to pass 

Having made their salaams, they stated they came by 
then* master’s orders to show me the road, and look to 
the safety of my baggage Their master, they added, 
was waiting for me in the plain by which the mountam 
IS crowned, to pay his respects to me, and ofier me a 
nuzzer (a present from an inferior to a superior) In 
this account there was nothing at all improbable , and, 
after an hour s painful chmbing, I reached the top, m 
the rear of my escort It was a very pretty, smooth 
grass plot The fort rose m the middle, on a mound. 
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I being the only inhabitants of this desert, I had no 
need of his soldiers, and the only thing I required of 
him ^vas to make them fall back and allow my people 
to proceed He gave me to understand that such an 
order on his part would not be obejed, and again 
entreated me to take a guard from his troops. I now 
thought It prudent to accept his offer 

My situation, however, was evidently that of a pn- 
soner. My Jemidhar hlirza spoke only with joined 
hands to Neal Sing, who gave himself airs in propor- 
tion The brigand at length, after a long hst of the 
injunes the king had inflicted upon him, and which 
Thean Sing, Runjeet’s minister (the brother of my friend 
Gulab Sing) had advised, declared to me with clasped 
hands, — mark this — and in the humblest and most sub- 
missive language, that having, in the possession of my 
person, the means of forcing the King to grant him 
redress, he should keep me prisoner until justice was 
done him , and that I, my escort, and my baggage, 
should serve as hostages and sureties 

The man grew warm with the recital of his misfor- 
tunes, which, he said, were the reward of his fidelity 
Gulab Sing wished to make him surrender the fortress 
intrusted to him by the king It was on account of his 
having constantly defended it against that lord, that 
Thean Sing, being near the King’s person, had rendered 
the monarch’s orders for his pay of no avail He had 
for thiee years received nothing, he had no better 
dress than the rags he wore , his soldiers hved upon 
the grass of the fields and the leaves of the trees 
I saw, with a secret — ayel a very secret — displeasure, 
the effect of his eloquence upon the famished and armed 
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maltrtwJe Into whoie fower I Wd fidlen A pencrnl 
claaoor tnm freqnentljr nlioTe tfat rolco of the d)!ef; 
ksd the condoslon of bU ipcfcb wm dro»n«d in tbU 
isen*dDg tppUase* Eftcb m bs llitraed nunined 
tb« ligbled nutcb of bit gun and knocbad off the 
asbea. Sereral of tbe aoldlen attempted to apeak after 
their chief bad done t bat I Impenoniljr commanded thin 
rabble to be aDent, and I then beard nothing bnt ahgbt 
m nnu Tua, wbldi the chief blmaelf vaa not airald to 
mpprect. The calm IndilTiercnce which I affectedt 
the tuutndiod loftinen of mj Ungnaget atmck tbeee 
wretdiei with awe Mj contempt orerpowered tbem« 
They certainly had naTcr beard any of their lUJabf 
talk of tbemtelret, at ( did, in the thnd peraon. nanjeet 
Sreg tt the only one aho doea ao in the Punjab and 
wb9e 1 paid myaelf then compliiDenta, 1 apoke to them 
Bfl to mere aerranta. By thU tsanceurre I succeeded in 
aepaimdag the greater nnmber from tbar chief whom I 
treated with the rame &inniaiity bot with a tone of 
kmdneuand protection. I led him under the shade of 
the banyan tree 1 bare mentlooed, to conreraa more 
pnrately with him. I made him ait bombly upon the 
g r ou nd, whilst I bad one of my chain prepared for 
myaeUl lie aeetned eager to enter upon basinets t hut 
I called out to my Mehmandar to bring me a glass of 
CO* ntcrit which wm a long time prepanng Then 
complaining of heat, I ordered another of my aerrants 
to hold a partsol orer my head, and a third to fan me 
with a phime of peacock a fathers I took all my little 
comforts not only without abating any part of them 
but, I assure yon, adding largely to them % leanng Keal 
Sing on the gronnd, in til his bnmQIty to redeet in 
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Silence upon the enormity of the crime he was about td 
commit, and its consequences to himself I then ex- 
plained to him under whose auspices I visited the 
country, and the terrible vengeance which the hing 
would not fail to inflict for any offence I might receive 
in his dominions, because he would he naturally anxious 
to convince the British Government that it was not 
done with his participation. 

Neal Sing protested that he had entertamed no 
cnminal intentions towards me He had no doubt, he 
said, that the moment the king knew I was in his hands 
he would obtain my release, by the payment of what 
had been so long due I replied, that, aftei oflfenng 
such an msult to Runjeet Sing, he could never hope to 
obtain a sincere pardon , but that sooner or later some 
cruel chastisement would be inflicted upon him. I 
affected to say these things, not in a menacing tone, 
but as if I was speaking to him for his own interest. 
This artifice was not unsuccessful Neal Smg proposed 
to set me free, and to retain only my baggage I 
dechned his proposal, givmg him reasons for so doing, 
calculated to make him still more conscious of the 
immeasurable distance between us I travel without 
iny tents — my furmture — my books — my clothes I — I, 
who change my dress twice a day ' The proposal was as 
absurd as it was inadmissible I I looked at my watch^ 
told my purveyor it was breakfast-time, and ordered 
him to get It ready immediately. I knew very well 
that nothing was ready , nor could anything have been 
ready, since all my followers were detained as pnsoners 
by Neal Sing s people, before whom my servants took 
care not to open a single package I ordered some milk to 
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be brougbl. My temmt at bh wiU-cnl» wlted me 
where be w«i to get it 

♦* Dob t yon beer " nid I to Seel Sing tb»t the 
lord wHbet to bAre tome mDb ? Send immedlAtely to 
tbe neigbbonrlag TflUgw, that tome mty be bronghl 
witbont deUy " 

Tbe bngend wm a bttlo confounded by tbu policy 
of mine t and (n bin bentmUon bo detpatcbed eome of 
bH bend in of tbe reqnlrrd borenge I taw 
them go and when they had gone a boodred papt* 
I called them back and told my bntler to explain to 
them, that u wat cow a mUk and not bnfialo ■ or 
goats, that I wanted and that they molt toe the 
animal milked. 

la this way 1 aeenttomed Koal Sing’s men to obey me 
la trifimg thing*, in order to fsdbtste the letOemant of 
tbe prinapal bnuneM aboot which I bad yet to treat 
with them. I also ddayed this settlement by a nmnber 
of artifices, as I perceired that the spedee of truce 
which I had brought about {aTOured my interefts, by 
the ascendancy which Keal Sing allowed me to assume 
orer him. 'Whan 1 thought the moment faTourable, I 
proposed to make him a present, and gire him the sup* 
port of my Interest with the King.— Hs had shown me 
so many good royal bQls, that a slip of paper more 
written by my hand, would appear no great addiUou to 
bu wealth ; 1 therefore offered something more sobd 
Ha demanded two thootaud rupees. Some of bit band, 
who were collected around ua, shonied; *‘Nol nol ten 
thousand I Thu only produced on my part an epithet 
of eontemj*, which none dared to resent, end which 
seemed to gresUy to humfllate them m the eyes of tbe 
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rest, that none afterwards ventured to interrupt my 
conversation w ith their chief 

“Neither ten thousand, nor two, nor even one,” 

I rephed, and for the very good reason that I had them 
not , “ hut, in consideration of your wretched position, 

1 will give you five hundred rupees ” 

“ Five hundred rupees t ” he ei.claiined “ ivhat good 
would such a sura do us ? We are four hundred of us, 
Avho have been starving these three years You must 
give two thousand rupees, or remain a pnsoner ” 

Without appeanng to notice his alternative, I shrugged 
up my shoulders at the absurdity of the demand, and 
oiFered to allow my treasurer to convince him of it. He 
readily accepted the proposal to see my treasure counted 
I reproved him for it with haughtiness, severity, and 
contempt, as if what I said could he otherwise than 
true 

“ The Asiatics,” I said to him, “ are wretches who 
would pei]ure themselves for a rupee, but have not 
you heard what the word of a Chnstian lord is ? ” 

He made excuses with clasped hands, protesting that 
he believed me, but repeating that five hundred rupees 
would not be suflBcient for his people 

I now changed the place of our conference., Per- 
ceiving a httle shady valley, I ordered Neal Sing to 
accompany me thither, and we would continue it I 
took great care to be constantly wanting something out 
of my trunks, in order that all my baggage might 
follow me, and to prove to the wretches who sur- 
rounded me, that there was a lumt to the rebelhon of 
their chief, and that I did not consider myself at all 
their pnsoner. I stopped twenty times to look at some 
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pUnt, exAinine It wHh % nttgnifying gU», b*T« it 
gAtliend and pot into a tiook, hj odq of isj aerranU 
wboae bminess Uua vaa. Neal Smg had to anawer 
^eatioM about the natnet and ns«« of neb plant! 
These delap and this haoghtuesa of manner put the 
med) of monntua toldlen oat of hunour; bat thof 
were tUent. 

I bad, howerer modi battered my utoation The 
•p"" who held me pHsoner and was master of my life, 
allowed me to offer blm my protection Tie complained 
that he had nertr been able to Itt the King know bis 
grierancet, btcaosa Tbean Sing Inlertepted bJi lettered 
He bagged ma to wnte to M AUard, to retjnest that be 
would delirer them. I immediatelp tetsed tbe oj^or 
tonitj and a rote to this kind friend, relating mp adren* 
ton and re g ret tm g that I cooJd not ac^aint him with 
It! teminatioiu Keal Smg receired my letter with 
ererj token of respect. Politeness of beaneg U some- 
thing in a robber Tbe idea of keeping me prisoner 
was gradoallj abandoned, aTtboogb I firmlp repeated 
that I had not a tbooaand rapeet. I demanded Infor 
matkm cooceming the roads, and distances I asked bow 
£sr it was to tbe next nUage (where I am now) and what 
resoorcet h offered for a cararan, which bad been starring 
for eight-^nd-fbrty hooT*, I sacceeded in getting my 
tents and pantrp bent forward \ and I manantTred so as 
to nre eren tbs fire bondred rapeei which I had at first 
offered, while the knife was at my throat. Bat I sow 
psrmred the popolaritp of the chief decline so noch 
among his men, that to prerent an explosion which 
woold hare been tbs signal fiir plandenag my baggage, 
perhaps, also, that of a good manp shots, I antidpatsd 
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tlie tempest, and, with my grandest air of dignity, 
ordered my treasurer to count out five hundred rupees 
to Neal Sing. 

The rest of my adventure is merely comic. The 
rohber in chief assured me that he would not touch the 
money, unless I declared it was my good pleasure to 
give it to him He almost made me laugh at the humi- 
hty of his protestations He would henceforth he my 
servant, because he sJioitld have tasted of my salt (a 
popular figure in all the Indian languages) Were it 
not for his excessive poverty, he would have made me 
a nuzzer (offering) very superior to a kid , but I, who 
treated him so generously, well knew his submission to 
all my desires, and how poor he was My servant only 
had to take a few rupees from a bag, and put them into 
a larger one, in order to make up five hundred He 
gave this bag to Neal Sing, who,^with an humble and 
supphant air, begged me to condescend to touch the 
money and his hand when he received it, in order to 
prove to him that the present wras the pure effect of my 
goodness, and of my satisfaction at his services I con- 
sented, but with my left hand , and when the robber felt 
the finger with which I touched the bag, press hghtly 
on his hand, he prostrated himself, and said that he was 
the most faithful, the most grateful, and the most de- 
voted of my followers, and that if I permitted him to 
ttike that name, the most attached of my friends He 
then said a few words to Mirza, to extort a few rupees 
from him , and my poor deni of a lieutenant, with his 
hands joined, and a very piteous look, excused himself 
on the score of poverty I restored the Jemidhar’s con- 
fidence, by telhng the robber imperioi\sly that if he had 
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ntea of my nit, Mlru h»A alto nteo of mj nit I 
made them thnlce haod* to cemeot tbii theotflcal finend 
•hlpt tod then commtadcd my ctnrtn to mnme itt 
march to Bmll 1 Neal 8ing offered me £ftf of hta 
banditti for an eacort, whtch I jmidentlj refoaed, I 
aiked him for fire only and ordered him (for in wordi 
I wu the matter and had acarttlj' erer ceased beiop so) 
to send back all the othen Into the fortresa. In takmg 
leare of me which maj be interpreted restonnp me to 
fi-eodotHtbe aikedine,{Q alow Toke for a bottle of wine 
which I had the good fiJih to aend hhn, after hanng 
promised it> I thooght, howarer that rt would be too 
ndicoloua to hare a botUe of my old port emptied to 
my health lo arrant a knare so I sent him cue of 
Delhi arrack, which serrea toe instead of ipuiu of wine. 

The fire brigands be had giren me, appeared ytry 
uneaij at finding themselras in a minority They 
escaped at the turning of a moualals, and, joining tome 
others who bad secretly left the fort, stole the lean Idd 
which one of my attendants was drinng before him, 
and whid would most assuredly bare been the dearest 
msat I erer tasted. 

This TiUaga n exposed to Neal Sing e attacks, when 
fiunioe dnres him from hn forest &stncasea and it 
might be powible that the scent of my rupees, though 
they know that I hare not three hundred left attracted 
some of his band tivnighU Bat my men are on their 
guard, and capable of beating oS; if they hare courage 
enough which I doubt, any attack not made by Keal 
Sing a whole body I am writing to yon with pistols on 
the table, others under my pDlow and my gun leaning 
against the bed. 1 h^re no doubt bringing down 
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two men at tlie first shot ■\\oulil mahc an impression 
upon the others, unless they form, as they did this 
morning-, an overwhelming raajontj. 

To-morrow I shall encamp near a small toivn , my 
safety wiU then be complete till 1 reach Cashmeer. hly 
caravan wall be re-i ictualled there, and I shall desjiatch 
messengers by another road to inform the King of my 
adventure, and demand satisfaction , likewise to acquaint 
M Allard with its favourable issue Woe to the most 
devoted of ray servants, the most attached of my friends, 
if Runjeet Sing commissions M- Allard to chastise his 
insolence 1 He has a good chance of being hanged on 
the banyan-tree, which witnessed his treason, and it 
w'ould be the greatest service M Allard could render 
him • for if he delivered him up to the king, Runjeet 
-would only preserve his life, if it resisted the most 
hornble mutilations I therefore trust M Allard will 
do Neal this kindness It is true I solemnly declared 
that I was delighted at giving him five hundred rupees, 
and it IS also true that I was delighted at getting off for 
that sum But my delight, as you may easily imagine, 
IS only relative 

I suppose this evening (ten o’clock) that Bodder 
Bochs, having got wind of my adventure, -will not thrust 
himself into the wasp’s nest. But there is no other 
road for him, and the want of provisions will make it 
impossible for him to return to Mirpore Neal Sing 
will make him pay dearly for his welcome, if he catches 
him, for Bodder is the confidant of Thean Sing, to 
' whom Neal attributes his misfortunes He appears to 
me, besides, to be but an indifferent character, and not 
worth regrettmg as a Mehmandar. 
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I hope de*r &tbn’ tbst I ilitll sot htre to add 
to thi* letter tlreadjr loog enoogbt other atone* of the 
tame Idad^ hoverer joo are henceforward oUiged 
to admit that tnch thioga as adreDtiiTea realljr exiit» 
yen tee to how little after all thej^ maj be redoced. 
T^b one hat coat me fiftf loiut, Imt the lUjah haa 
giren me fire hundred I am therefore plajin^f upon 
Tfilret. I hare no &nlt to find with mjtelf in thb matter : 
DO haman pmdence coold bare aroided it. Violence 
would hare coet the hrea of tome of the brigandt, 
mtbont String one of mj people the least chance of 
escape, I could therefore onlf pU/ the diplomatat; 
and 1 esteem rajielf rerj fortunate tn getting out of the 
aeape, and sariog at the tame time a biB at ogbt on 
Ctthmecr fn two hondred loola, bcaidet the King a 
kheUt,-- and oUemng forme to completelf^ that 1 
bdiere Terflf the 'Marqprt of — — , the DoVe of— ^ 
and the Pnnea of ■ ■ ■ , my old acboolfellowa, bnt now 

rerj able, high and mighty lords, fermed of the itnff 
they make ambamdors of (which appears comical 
enough,) could not hare done better At tome future 
tnne, whan I am with you, and bare retnmed to the 
monotonous round of sedentary European life, I ■h>n 
hare more pleasure in recalbng these diplomatic recol 
lections of my youth, thsn their aforesaid lordships m 
recalbng their embatdes. I enry them nothing The 
strolling life, some of tbs ricisaitudes of which I hsTS 
here related you, has also, in the present, plessores 
aUeh are unknown at Faria. I allow my imsginatioci 
to paid to such pleasures whils my mind » conbnusUy 
smployed upon real objects of study Add to thb, 
some philosophy — for whkb 1 da not think myself mnch 
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obliged to our fnend Seneca — good bealtb, and a pair 
of excellent legs , — and bebeve me, mine is tbe more 
enviable condition Adieu ' 

April 23rrf Camp at Koteb 

Well, I am at last nd of Neal Sing, and have nothing 
more to fear from his nocturnal attacks ! Why v as it 
' not written above that I should arnve a day later in hiS 
domains ? He would then have robbed me this morn- 
ing , but I should now make him refund, and give him 
a hundred lashes, as a token of my gratitude for his 
good and loyal services I will explain how This 
morning, at a short distance from Berah, I met the 
army on its return from Coshmeer , and as it was im- 
possible for two horses, and sometimes even for two 
men on foot, to go abreast in these paths cut on the 
verge of precipices, I sat myself down in the shade by 
the road side, and reviewed two or three thousand men, 
who defiled before me Their commander. Sheik Nur 
Muhammed, alighted from, his horse, and advanced 
respectfully towards me, offering me some rupees as a 
nuzzer I made him sit down upon the grass by my 
side mthout ceremony, and remained more than an 
hour conversmg with him. I related to him my mishap 
of yesterday , and before I rose wrote all the essential 
particulars to M Allard, in order that he might lay 
them before the king as soon as possible Sheik Nur 
MuhammedJ promised to dehver this letter to M 
Allard, whose camp he will reach in six days On his 
march he will ascertain whether Neal Sing has laid 
hands on my Mehmandar, in which case he will besiege 
him in his fortress Nur Muhammed further prpposed 
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tobetkgv tb«baodit at allemU, inonlcrtbAt the latter 
might he prumhed aa qvldcl/ m posnhlet hut I dit* 
euaded him frem thb, beenoae 1 am aoxKttH to giro 
precedence to the King In the ntUiacUoa I expect. 
To hare had the pleame of witnecalng the pnnlshinent 
1 abonld no dooht hare accepted Nnr Mnhammedt 
polite offer hod 1 tnet him peiterdaj 

The force he commanda » retomlng to Lahore rerj 
diicontented. ThelaatSonbahofCaahmeeT who raised 
these men^ treated them gooerotialf and they an aware 
-that they ahall bo badly pmd by the King They an, 
moreorer Imtated against him on account of the groea 
injustice be committed towards their former chief. Had 
h not been for a few compamea formerly disdphned, 
and intermiagled with the iTregnlar SIhha, my baggagn 
would probably hare been plundered; but the moment 
I met the Sheik, thia ferodona mob wen silent pre- 
senting arms u they patted me. 

By the road side I mw the body of a man hanging to 
a tree, apparently executed that monung 1 ashed who 
he was, and why he had been banged, but erery pester 
by teemed Indifferent to the matter and appCand no 
better Informed than I wtt. In the East, a poor man ■ 
life is considered of rery trifling importance. 

One must hare trarelled in the Pnnjab to know of 
what immense benefit to bnmanlty the Enghih domi- 
nion in India is, and from what wretchednea It tares 
eighty mlUIoDi of sonla. In the Pnnjab an enormous 
fmctloQ of the people suhaist only by their guns, TheM 
are perhaps the most worthless of all the inhshitants ; 
but, in stnet justice, they would bare a right only to 
be hanged. I cannot witness the frightfol orDs of 
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tte present system of governing these people without 
ardently desinng to see the British extend their fron- 
tiers from the Sutledge to the Indus, and the Russians 
occupy the other bank of that nver. It is generally 
heheved that it would be the period of a dreadful conflict 
between those two great powers, which would decide the 
fate of Asia to the West of the Irady , but I think on the 
contrary, that not tiU then would peace reign through- 
out those vast regions. European civilisation deserves 
to invade the umverse For want of the civilisation of 
the West, its rule alone is still of immense benefit to 
the nations of the other parts of the globe, and it is 
probably the only one which the rehgious institutions 
of the East wiU permit us to confer upon Asia. 

May ] St Camp at Kohutah, valley of the Betar 

I have made but httle progress during the last week. 
Both man and beast had great need of rest at Koteh, 
where nothing could be obtained capable of speedily 
recrmting their strength On the 27th, I arrived at 
Prounch, in a pitiable state, spitting blood I cut the 
disorder short by a bold manoeuvre I made some of 
my men fish for leeches in the neighbouring streams, 
and applied sixty-five to my chest and epigastnum To 
repair this great loss of blood, I had two sheep a day 
killed, and ate as much mutton ns I possibly could I 
now perfectly recovered It was no doubt a cold, 
brought on by my forced march, and which had struck 
on my chest. There is no help for it there are 
marches in w hich I have to cross four torrents of icy 
water, above my waist, and I may think myself lucky 
if I escape being drowned. 
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The thn»tcniop bormm with which I wmj fnmyanded 
ftl Koteh htn rtry much cleared np. The daj after 
to*niOTrow I ahaQ erttu the chain which aeparatea the 
rallej of Ca^meer from the nountalns. 

At Pori a abort dUtaoee from hence there ia a 
fortreaa belooginp to the King t but it la too near the 
great ceotre of anthority Ca^hmeer for the KQladar 
(Gorernor) to take the aame hbertiea with me that 
Keil ing did. BeaideSj 1 am pennjleta. 

1 wrote to the klog from Kotell TeUting my adren 
tore and demanding catu&ctioD. In a fortnight I ihaB 
hare hk reply 

I ilao wrote to ade whom Lord Bentinek 

ia abont to detpatch on a nuMion to Lahore to rvtera to 
the Rayah the eotoplimenta of which the Utter aent him 
a whole cargo at Semk. It U neccaaary for my aafety m 
my fotore exeumooa that the brigand ahonld recrire an 
exemplary diattuement. 

Cmiimerr iJgf 13l& 1631 

Here I am at Uat and hare been for aerend daya 
past. The Prounch poo, tboogh atHl encumbered with 
tnow waa but chilJ'a play to me Last year in Tibet, 
I aacended terenl timea to nearly doubla that height. 

I found, to he aure, on the roed people who cared rery 
Ihtle {ot the King a ordera i but their diaobediencs ratted 
no considerable ohatacle. I arrired here on the 6th. 
The Gorernor bemg informed of my approach sent hla 
boat and officen to roceire me two leagues from the 
city and eacort mo to the garden prepared Jbr my real 
denca. It U planted with iOacs and roee-treea not yet 
In flower and with immense planei. In one of the 
anglea atanda a httle bnngalow looking upon the Uke 

VOL. IL o 
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In this I have taken tip my abode My attendants are 
at hand, in my tents, pitched under the large trees 
They are hastily erecting huts for my cavalry and 
horses 

If the Governor of Cashmeer had been a great lord, I 
should not have hesitated to pay him the first visit 
But he 18 a man of loiv extraction, who only holds the 
office for a time I therefore refused to show him this 
deference For a parvenu he was very tractable. It 
was agreed, at once, that our interview should take 
place the next day, at Shalibag, the Trianon of the old 
Mogul Emperors It is a little palace, now deserted, 
but still delightful from its situation and its magnificent 
groves It IS two leagues from my house, on the other 
side of the lake The Governor sent his barge, with a 
numerous guard, which made quite a flotilla, and I went 
to Shahbag on board my flag ship The Governor had 
ordered festivities for my arrival The fountains were 
playing in the gardens, which were cron ded , the Sikh 
troops, in their magmficent and picturesque uniforms, 
occupied every avenue My presence alone was wanting 
for the dancing and music to begin The Governor 
rubbed his long beard upon my left shoulder, whilst I 
rubbed mine upon his right We sat close to each 
other upon chairs, the vice-regal court sat round us 
upon the carpet , and, after exchanging the usual 
compliments, the rejoicings commenced 

The insipid interlude of songs and dancing, which 
the Orientals can look at with pleasure from morning 
till night, IS called nautch It is graceful nowhere but 
at Delhi The Cashmeerian beauties had nothing m 
their eyes to compensate for the monotony of their 
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daudep unginp They were troTniCT that to 
ny lUcVer than tbe cbornttct ud coqn de ballot of 
Lahore UmlmUir Loodbeeatn, aod Delhi. 1 rrmaioed 
as loog as 1 fotmd pleanrre in It, looking at tbe f jotastic 
artblteetore of the inlace tbe eartety and splendoar of 
tba wULe fipim pirmped artmad me tbe rolo*ul 
tixe of the trees, tbe gree o sward tba waterfalls, and 
in tbe dtatance tbe bine moantaJaa «HU their wfajte 
sntanuts After half an boors stay 1 took leare of 
tbe GorrrtMrr and returned borne in tbe same order in 
wbicb I bad set oat 

^ly boopdow bad bat reiy flrmsy wallt beio^ closed 
only by \ eoeilan lUods, efepinlly earred and w ith in 
finite art It was open to ercry wied, and to tbe 
itt^oirin^ gve of CasUmeerun uUers *bo aune by 
tboonods, in tbeir little boats, to look at me as they 
would at a wild beait Ibrongb Uie bars of bii rage I 
bare bad it lined inside with canrais, wbicb sbelten me 
tolerably from tbe wiod, and completely tcreeni mo 
from pobbe conosity Tbe Gorernof baa sent me a 
nomerons guard of a half regolar corps under hii more 
espooa] commaod. There are senUnels all round tbe 
garden, and indiscreet persons who approach it got their 
•bare of blows. I was obliged to giro orders to this 
effect i I should not he respected without iu This pretty 
spot will serre as my residence or rather head-quarters, 
for the next fire fiionlbs. Its ritnation is Tory central 
being b tbe middle of this country I shall leare tbe 
heariert part of ray baggage there and make a seneB of 
excursions round it, b my boat, on borteback, or on 
foot, according to the nature of the places I bare to 
Tmt. Tbe King i mnnlficeoce allows me to incur the 
o S 
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expenses necessary for forming considerable zoological 
collections I think that in five months the baggage 
I have already will be doubled 

I was not without some fears, on coming here. For 
several years past, an Afghan fanatic, Seyd Ahmed, has 
been threatening Casbmeer, but the day before yester- 
day the fort fired a royal salute, and the Governor sent 
me word that Sheer Sing, one of the King’s sons, had 
just given him battle, near Mozufferabad, and he and his 
whole army had been destroyed. Public report adds 
that Sheer Sing is coming here as viceroy Although 
I have good reason to be satisfied with the attentions of 
the present Governor, I am anxious for the Prince’s 
arrival He is a great friend of M Allard’s, and cannot 
fail to treat me well His authority wiU be much more 
powerful in this country than that of the present chief, 
and he will be able to protect me much more effectually 
in my excursions However, every one knows at pre" 
sent that I am not to be trifled with A royal firman 
arrived the day before yesterday, announcing that the 
King being informed of my adventure at Toluchee has 
dnven Neal Sing away, rmned him, and ordered his 
nose and ears to be cut off if he shows himself at 
Lahore The same firman enjoins the Governor to send 
me immediately five hundred rupees, evidently intend- 
ed by the king, as a restitution of the sum which 
Neal Sing extorted from me The manner m which 
iRunjeet speaks of me in this firman evinces great 
esteem and real kindness, and has produced a wonderful 
effect here. In a few days I shall wnte to the Eajah 
and thank him 

As I dreaded the cruelty with which the King’s ven- 
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jetnce threttenrf to tr«t Sing I took the liberty 
in the letter in «hich I informed him of mj edrcotore 
to designmte the pDoIthmcot which I wiehrd rhonld be 
inflicted npon the cnlpnt. 1 related bow -the Utter had 
mjrttified me m foremg me to declare that it vu my 
good pleesnre to giro him fire haodred nipeot i end I re* 
qnexted that Runjeet woold fnakehlmditgorge the money 
for the benefit of the poori that fire hundred Uahn 
ahonld then be giren to him he being compelled to 
declare that it ma hia will and pleunre to bo flogged 
If Rnnjeet wma in good homonr tbe day ho reedred my 
letter he no donht langbed at the joke i and Keal Smg 
will re ed re the poniahiDent u qticctioBf of hia oini free 
wih and for hU own enjoytaenU 
1 mentioned to yon & man hanged at Koteh. A 
doxen were tntpenM tree# near my cniop, on the 
banha of the nrer "When tbe Goremor -nailed me, he 
told me, with an air of indificrence that in the firat year 
of hia gOTcmment ho had banged two hundred, hot that 
DOW one here and there vai anffiaent to keep the 
country m order Now mark that tit country ia a 
wretched and almoat deaort pronnee For my part if 
I had to gorem it I ahould begin by patting In irona 
the Otrremor and hia three hundred loldier*, who are 
the greateat thkrea of bR, and I would make them work 
in the formation of a good road. They now hre in 
idleoeta npon the labour of the poor pceaantat they 
ahould continue to aubnit on the aatne nee, but then 
they ahould earn it. 

Tbe deTerneea and roguery of the Caahmaeruna are 
prorerhial in the Eaat. Crowda of pretended people of 
quality come and offer me their aerricea aa ocmnn- 
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They know eicrj thing, tlicj Imichecn cicrj where j 
and when I question them floseli, I di^coier that their 
knowledge IS only n Witt) imposiiiro. Some, however, 
ha^c been recommended to me h) M Allard, and I 
frcquentl) recenc their Msits ] ha\c an hours lesson 
jn Persian c\er) morning from one who is of INIogul 
estractiou As for the pundits, who arc all of the 
Brahmmoc caste their ignoninco is c\trcinc , there is 
not one of m) Hindoo servants who does not consider 
himself of superior caste to them. The) cat c\er) thing 
hut hcof, and drink arrack In India none hut the most 
infamous castes do this 

It is not possible for mo to return by Ladak, ns was 
m-^ intention the jounicy would be too dangerous 
Whenllea\c Cabhmeer, m) scientific baggage will bo 
too valuable to be risked in the desert From Prounch 
to this place I had an escort of fifty men but this is 
not sufiicicnt —in the event of an untowwrd encounter, 
I should require fi\ c hundred — an army. I shall no 
doubt return to Sorala, by way of Kishtewar, Shumba, 
and the Kolloo country, or else b) Pajur, Jummoo, 
and Belnspore I shall contnve it so that every petty 
prince through whose dominions I may have to pass 
shall receive a firman from Bunjeet Sing, to inform him 
beforehand of my arrival. But half of this journey lies 
through the territories of the Rajah Gulab Sing, whose 
regal residence is at Jummoo, where I shall have nothing 
to fear Nevertheless, of whatever kind be the weather, 
it will be a fine day when I recross the Sutledge 

My health is now perfectly good , it cannot be other- 
wise in so healthy a chmate In a month hence, I 
«hall eat cherries from my oivn garden — then apneots, 
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pmbe*, tnd ■Imouds— then tpplM »nd peart— and, 
luUf pipe*. 1 »tlk erefjr CTtolnp nuder • roperb 
Tioe ariKrttr the tme* of kWcL, though ttHl young tre 
two feet in airumfctmee 1 nrrer before t»w tar Uhe 
thenu 1 am alto promised delicioai melons, and eren 
water mdoni. Thu latter pronuie it also that of a 
Tery hot tummer hot It retemblet out* in the Sooth 
of France— the prodoctiont ere the same- e hare 
now tho same weather at at Pant, hut £sef and more 
•ettled. 

At Sharanpore 1 saw a hnudred Cashmeenan pleats 
brought into India hr natire nerthaoti Half of them 
grow alio in the Himalaya, to tho East of the Soticdge. 
HaruLg determined the meau altunde at which each 
grows, I made a eonjeetwe of remarkable accuracy 
oouemilog the absolute eleratioD of Casbmrer I np> 
posed it to be fire or tix thousand Eoglnh feet. Now 
some barometncal obserraUona made duee my amral 
Ijut whwh I hare yet been able to calculate only approx 
imatdy by comparing the mondlanmnins for tho mouth 
of May at Calcutta, Bombay and Shamnpore, gire me 
an eloratlou of fire thousand three hundred and fifty 
feet 

I hare just discorerod that my cook was a long time 
in tbs sernce of an physician a great epicure 

and I hare giren him for the ezemse of 

his talenta. Aa t^ raw material is not scarce here 1 
almost feut autce this discorery These good dinneri 
that I boast of so much, are bowercr, guiltless of bread 
or wine. The aqueous regimen to which necessity has 
coudemoed me, often makes me long Kkt a pregnant 
woman, for a bottle of h^ht mne I hare much better 
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servants ttan I had last year — especially the head one, 
who acts as iny treasurer. I could not touch a piece of 
money in this country without forfeiting all claim to 
respect , and it was very fortunate for me to find among 
my attendants a trust-worthy servant, to keep, open, 
and shut my purse, keeping an account of every thing 
received and disbursed I have also double the number 
that I had during my first campaign in the Himalava 
This IS a heavy expense, but unavoidable After all, 
the number does not exceed fourteen Now, M Allard 
has a hundred and fifty, — and they are not sufiScient for 
him 

I yesterday heard from this gentleman, who sent me 
letters from India, Loodheeana, and Delhi, all of very 
old dates, his messenger having been lost a week in the 
snow I am informed from Delhi of the retirement of 
the Wellington cabinet, and have received a Bombay 
Gazette, from which I learn the insurrection at Warsaw, 
but not a word about the afiairs of France In my 
Ignorance of the way in which matters may go on, I 
rejoice at the elevation of Mr Brougham and Earl Grey 
to the ministry. It seems to me a pledge of friendship 
between France and Great Britain, and this good under- 
standing appears the necessary condition of the pence 
of Europe It remains to be seen whether the Duke of 
Welhng^on wdl not be able to secure a majority in the 
House of Lords against the Whig ministry, which may 
obhge it to qmt the field, or at least to contend for 
freedom without advantage 

I shall soon write to the Jm din a letter which will 
be agreeable to M Cuvier, for it will promise him all 
the fishes of Cashmeer This will make a hundred 
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jnoip« ere it retdie* youj I know not whether h will 
■till find M Cordier at Chandemagore ready to forward 
lU For three monthi p«at 1 hare known nothing of 
what ia going on in Prtnch Indta^ ai we hare the 
ridicolona impertinence to term it. I omnot conclude 
"'^^thont ndding a melancholy reflection— it u, that yonr 
last letter! were dated the S^d July 1830 Thna I was 
ten months without letteral It ii a rrry long time ! 
Adienl my dear father adieal I wtmM place the 
tame confidenct in yon that yon joatly do in me — hnt 
I am thirty and 'yon — are more than doohle It it not 

thirteen daja alnce Porphyre Teached forty ?— And 
Fredeno talb of bU grey ham I eQ* he It lo I I«t 
ns all grow old together, and try who eon do so the 
&steft 

Thongh 1 hare not the maladtt dupayt itHlwhen 
my thonghts torn towards It and yon it is not withont 
strong emotion. The remotenen of my sitnalioa would 
ba mere commonplace to a mas formed like the mnl 
titnde who lore withont pascion Bnt yon, mr dear 
&ther and tboM who know me as ron do, can alone 
coQccire all the cadoeas of my aonl at times, when it is 
nneasy abontthe olgectsofits affection 

I shall not write to Porphyra to-day this letter is for 
him, as wdl as for yon ; bnt I find m my portfoho a few 
pages addreeted to Frederic, from 1 know not where 
1 enclose them i forward them to him Adieu once 


more. 
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TO M PORPHYUE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Cashmcer, May \iih 1831 

If I did not think, my dear Porphyre, that a despatch 
weighing a kilogramme ^ would he heavy enough for 
the Honourable Company, I should have added a few 
sheets to the monstrous packet of manuscnpt which I 
despatched yesterday under cover to Sir Edward Ryan, 
at Calcutta, to be fonvarded to Chandemagore, and 
thence to our father But the post-oifice people would 
have exclaimed against the abuse of franking, — I there- 
fore divide my letters into two volumes This, intended 
for you, will, I hope, join the other at Chandemagore, 
and proceed with it. I have detailed at great length to 
our father all the accidents of my wanderings After 
all, there is no danger quite the reverse This country 
IS a land of beggars, scoundrels, aud robbers , but I am 
' prudent Nothing is so common as for them to kill a 
man m order to rob him of an old pair of breeches 
worthy twenty or four-and-twenty sous, half a rupee. 
The whole population are armed with swords, in the 
use of which they are said to he very dexterous Each 
of the men I meet on the roads, carries a long match- 
lock upon his shoulder — hut is not very formidable, in 
my opinion 

It IS possible I may see IVT Allard again in the moun- 
tains The mother of a brood of little mountain Rajahs 
has just died, leaving nine lacs of rupees (two milhon 
two hundred and fifty thousand francs) Her children 


* About two pounds and a quarter Englisb — Tn 
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tie OgtiUng tl<mt th^ lohenttnee t tnl Konjcet hu 
jQtt tent M AlUrd to tlie cpot to mtiOTa til ctnie of 
qutrreWtbtt it to o t r r y twmj tbe nioe Uct< 

The d«y on which I trrirrf hero theSlh, the Go- 
Temor ttnt tno ts t ntmer ten thefp, fortj fowKtwo 
hnndred temtl ttekt of htrley nee floor tnd 
tn^, iT>d tome rmtire hrtndf dutOled from the wuw 
which they isttke here- ThU *p\rit tetemUn & miaAnro 
onndaRur/totnthin££rereDt troiter AUthu 
1 dutrfbnted to mj ttute t hot the King hai jott tent t 
frwB order ihtt my teble if to he coatlently reppUed et 
hit expente t CiTonr which I iccept only for form t 
oho but which u emnUtI for fonni uLe I ihcrnld 
tlmoet ftre well htd I bread tnd wlno only but toy old 
SemU port, lo much tdmtred by the Englub is stronger 
thta hrtndy tnd I keep it for cold tnd rtlny days. In 
the mcranUin*. I tm eery well; the colour of my 
htsds dtttgreet with tb&t of tsy tnm, hot I look welL 
At Delhi I tUowed myself the Inxniy of t looldng 
glut, tnd I look it myself in it once t month. I con 
fen I tm Blghtfblly thin. 

Know tlitt 1 htre nerer seen toy whero such hide- 
ons women ti in Ctsbmcer The female roc* In re^ 
markahly ngly I rpetk of women of the common 
rtnk— -thote emo tees m the ttreeU tnd fields,— kn 
those of t more elertted ftttion pan tU their Ures shot 
up, tnd tre noTer sceiu It U Init that all UtUe girls 
who promise to tnm out pretty tre sold at eight yeeis 
oftg* tnd eonreyed Into the Pnojab tnd to Indite Their 
parents sell them at from twenty to three hnndred frtnes 
—most commonly fifty or six^ AH female terrants 
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in the Punjab are slaves , and, in spite of the exertions 
of the British to abolish this practice, it prevails also in 
the North of India These women are treated tolerably 
well, and their condition is scarcely worse than that of 
their mistresses in the harem The wives of Shah 
Shoudjah elMolank,the old King: ofCabul, whom I saw 
at Loodheana, are cruelly kicked about by their guardian 
eunuchs their servants are certainly less ill-used 

Every day innumerable bands of girls present them- 
selves at my garden gate An Asiatic nobleman in my 
place would always have forty of them singing and 
dancing around him , but I preserve my European 
character entire both in manners and dress, because it 
inspires respect 

Some of the Cashmeerian pohticians whisper that I 
am come to examine the state of the country, and its 
resources, — and to treat with Runjeet Sing concerning 
its cession to the British government Others maintain 
that I am come to farm it from Runjeet, as viceroy, for 
so much a year, which I shall agree to pay the Maha- 
rajah You may therefore guess that I weigh all my 
words in order to give no cause for such silly reports 
I stick to my ilom — my science With the Mussul- 
mauns, who visit me, I talk about the Koran, which I 
call the holy Koran, and about Mohammed (his name 
be praised !) and about all their rehgious matters The 
soi-disant Pundits, or Hindoo doctors, who at first came 
by hundreds, I made ashamed of their ignorance of the 
Shastras, and of their relaxed discipline Here, every 
man who is a httle less ignorant, and openly less of a 
rogue than the rest, is looked upon as a saint , and the 
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mpcditle public of Ca»hroecrUke tnefortrery punlly 
Chrittun 

The ic«on for the irrinl of the Bordeeux ihlp* at 
Calcutta U £ut epproachlnp If they brings me any 
letter! I can receire them here in a mcmtiu I ihall 
work with Croih ardour after I hare recoiTed them. It 
i* al»o Yery long fio« 1 bare teen an Eoghah new** 
paper I and thU make^ me feel the more keenly the 
pnrationi of a comparatively aedentary ntnation. Adiro^ 
for ttnday 

CkiljBiTr XStf 30lli 

I add only a few word*, to tell yon that Rnnjeet Sing 
II an admirable man— which I hope yon already thlokt 
and Indeed bare long thooght. An ofEcar of hu bonto- 
hold amved thii morning after a fortnlghta jonrney 
from Umbritvir ahere the King u at preecot encampei 
He hnngi me e very gradoni royal finnan Rnnjeet 
write! to me that he ba* recwved my Ictlor from Koteli, 
that la to aay my complaint agalnat Neal Sing — and 
that the Rignh Gulab Bfag who had much eaiher in- 
telligence of the affair did not hcaltate to aireat that 
brigand — that havitig him tbna in hii power on the 
day my complaint arnred, be immediately pronounced 
judgment (and in a manner that prored ha tact) : he 
ordtred none of the tanal cmelUet or barbarona mntl 
lationa, but had tha cnlpnt pnt in chalaa and impnaoned 
In a fortreea, whore be will remain until I aohat bla 
pardon. Thla, my friend, ia what none hnt Rnnjeet 
would hare done He knowe that bla penal code la 
repognant to na Europeana, and he pnnlahea thia man 
aa be would have been ptmlabed in a European country 
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The five hundred rupees which were sent to me by the 
Governor, on the day of my arrival here, wathout pre- 
judice to the two thousand which Runjeet had longf ago 
decreed me, were an additional act of kindness of the 
Rajah , and not, as I then thought, a restitution of the 
money of which I had been plundered by Neal Sing. 
Runjeet, in his letter of to-day, informs me that he has 
ordered his Vizier to make that restitution in his name 
Every thing, therefore, is for the best, in this best of all 
possible worlds The King, besides, enjoins me to make 
myself at home in Casbmeer “ That country is yours,” 
he writes “ take up your abode in whichever of my 
gardens pleases you best Command, and you shall be 
obeyed ” I leave you, in order to make a boating ex- 
cursion upon the lake and the nver I have the state 
boat of the late magnificent Governor, with thirty rowers 
in my monthly pay Guess the monthly pay of a 
rower — two francs forty-six centimes — so that I shall 
have to give thirty rupees a month to these thirty men. 
But as my situation compels me to be generous, I give 
them forty, and presents hkewrse whenever I get out of 
the boat VTiat delights me is, that I am dnlling two 
men who promise a good deal for my zoological prepa- 
rations the one is a hunter by profession, the other 
an embroiderer, with shm fingers I will make them a 
bridge of gold, to determine them to accompany me to 
India, where I have yet found no one, even of the 
lowest class, who would undertake this business, even 
for gold Good-by, my friend I regret much that you 
cannot be of the party but gun, nets, and books of 
plants wall, and I shall not theiefore return empty- 
handed. The worst is, that I must display a certain 
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itate and pomp. My lilUe coart follovt me in thae 
eicnmcia*, lealed in two rom, like onlont on each lUo 
of my arm-chair At firrt they etarted when I fired 
oTcr their heodi. Now thoy can stand fire ( Imt they 
continne to be iurpnaed ahen I poll oS* my coot, and 
torn op my shirt slnrcs to my sbooklefs, to lay boU of 
plants floating Id the yater Adieo I 

CuAmtt J/ity Sit. 

At last my letter will go this erenlog with soreral 
others, one of which U for the Jardio des PUotes. I 
hare readred measenger after messengerfrom ^L AUsrd 
which is eery fneiuBy oa Us part consfdenng the grtot 
distance that separates osi — ahoot a bnadred and fifty 
leagoea. They bare broogbt me only letters from 
India, newspapers ditto M Cordier writes to me that 
he eipects a ressol from France immediately May it 
bring me letters from Pans Adieo my dear brother i 
I embrace yoo mth aft my heort- 


TO 11“ ZOE NOIZET DE 8A1NT PAtJL, ARRAS. 

Cvimttr Jimp l&l 1831 

Mt dear Zoe,— Liring as I hare done for the lost 
three months, among Onentals, who, each after hu oa n 
fashion treat me to some horrible jargon or other it 
seems u If I had lost a portion of the treasnre of my 
English eloqaenee. This u the reason why I wnte to 
yon to-day m French. I dread the severity of your 
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criticism , but I do not well know what I sliould gain 
by writing to you in our own language , for I seem 
also, from want of practice, to have grown awkward in 
its use 

A few days ago, I sent my father a sort of volume, 
journal, or bulletin (call it whatever you please), which 
he will forward to yon, in which case, before you 
receive this note, you will he acquainted with a small 
part of the difficulties against which I have had to con- 
tend, with prudence if not courage, since my entrance 
into the mountains dividing Cashmeer from the Punjab 
I was purified from all my past sins, for three weeks 
in that purgatory, before I was admitted into the teiTes- 
trial paradise But God and his prophet Mohammed 
be praised 1 (as I often have the politeness to say to the 
Mussulmauns who surround me) my days of trial are 
past I now enjoy the fruits of my perseverance, a 
virtue which carries one a great way , since, in spite of 
the repugnance of the British Government to favour 
this pretty episode in my travels, and the originally 
still greater repugnance of Runjeet Sing to allow it— 
in spite also of the more or less decided rebelhon of the 
mountain chiefs against the Rajah’s commands respect- 
ing me — here have I been, for the last week, settled in 
a handsome bungalow, on the banks of this agreeable 
lake (which Moore, however, has by far too much 
embelbsbed, according to the lying custom of the gen- 
tlemen of Parnassus), in the midst of a garden planted 
with trees of our own country, and in which I gather 
roses dunng my morning’s walk Though at the gates 
of a great city, I seem encamped in a olitary plain , and 
this is not the only advantage I derive from the situa- 
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two of gtrdeo It u r»k«d t«n feet abore the nr 
nmodio^ pUm* a areamfUncc of importance m tbti 
terTCftrtal peradlae where there is no Uck of robbers^ 
Deside*, a good grtard a kept np aroand me On tho 
daf of mj amril, the Goremor sent me a companj of 
Sj^ hifijitry which ts on doty near my exeeDency 
Two of the horsemen of roy escort superintend all the 
details and a gentleman of my chamber at six rupees 
a month, itaadi all day long at my door and showa six 
rupees srorth of jadgment tn selections for admission 
&om among applicants of all kinds The roguo has 
been strutting alxrat, erer since yesterday In a dms 
worth more than all the money he hu legally receired 
since hwhse been in ray serrice It U a cu«tora in 
the Best, that no cue can approach a min of higher 
rank than himself without paying both master and 
men. The Brituh In India ducourage this practice 
as mudi as poaslbla \ but in Cashmeer which the Eu 
ropean conreutioni ahich we term honour and probity 
hare not yet reached, if 1 were to punish my chaiober 
bin for reearing an income from hb key (this is 
figuratirei, for 1 hare not to much as a door to my 
house), Cbshmcenan public oponlou would stigmatise 
me M an unjust and capndons lord. The rogue will 
thus keep his fine dress and sDk turban but I hire 
gtreu him a strict injunction to stop there, on pttin qf 
pmultmtTii as hli worship the mayor would say 

Extraordinary culmary talents hare suddenlyappeaTed 
in my cook and butler but unless I hare trarelled 
fifteen or twenty leagues on foot or on horseback X 
hare no appetite m the ereniog for a good dinner if I 
VOL. II n , 
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haA c not Loclvo, or Stcrno, or somo other of the illas- 
tnous dead, to hear me companj at table. 

Lalla Rookh, ^\hose Persian name }ou ^^lll never be 
able to pronounce unless )oa choke ) ourself on purpose 
■with a fish-bone, m order to utter correctly the Persian 
lih, forms part of my hbrar) ; but I am tired of it. A 
page of this stj lo u ould perhaps please , but thirty (and 
all his talcs are longer) make one sick. Thus the 
finest music pleases for two hours and half, but fatigues 
and u ears } on out, if prolonged bej ond Also one of 
Lamartine’s harmonious reveries may please dunng au 
hour of idleness, but it is impossible to read in succession 
ten or tuelve of his best poems In like manner Cha- 
teaubriand amuses bj his picturesque style, ns far as the 
second column of a newspaper , but he is tiresome even 
in a pamphlet, and intolerable in a romance Without 
knoinng much of the matter, however, you intended, 
when you learnt English, to read Laha Rookh Know, 
then, that my first interview with the Governor of 
Cashmeer took place in the very gardens and palace m 
which she was received by the king of Buchnria. This 
Governor, after our first meeting on neutral ground, 
came yesterday to pay me a visit at my own house He 
has all the appearance of a fool , but he possesses the 
very rare virtue in this country, of obedience to bis 
sovereign, and executes punctually all the kind orders 
of the King in my favour I have every reason to be 
satisfied with him 

It was very lucky for me that I met a scoundrel bold 
enough to stop and extort money from me The prompt 
example which Runjeet has made of this bngand, who 
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yrtt no !«« than Gorenvor of a royal fortror, hai pro- 
a moral affect meat tuefol for mj tafety in thb 
eonnlry Emy trao noir pcrc o Tw tho danger of an 
nnbrHled pawion for roy mpcca Thera were throe 
hundred m my box when I left Loodbeeana t there aro 
now fire thoutand* I bout of thh as I ihouldof play 
uig a pme at chocs well and winulo^ It because it b a 
difficulty orerctnne. Thera aai a ^rtat* an immense 
one to oTcrcome I assure you iu my not boin^ coik 
£ aed, as it ware to tbe aca'Coast of India, upon ublch 
the TCtael hi which I came landed me. I sometimes 
reflect with rail pletsure, upon the wisdom and prudence 
of my commenenDrot. 1 modestly be{:an with haring^ 
cm1y one lerranti theo twot then a pehm^uln then 
fix other domeftles, and a borao. I aet out from Cal* 
cutta with a emgie tent, and that but an indifferent one 
I bad neither chair nor tnble}— aod by degreea I hare 
iijcreased my household to forty serranta, (without 
mentioning my thirty rowera,) three tents, two horses, 
and an the rest in proportioa. SuU there ii as 
conch pmdoDce m my actual estahliihment, and the 
tame propor ti on between what I hare and what I onght 
to hare, as there was in my wretched outfit from Cal 
cutta to Benaret. When I return to India, whether I 
enter it by Loodbeeana or detcetul the mountaini from 
Semla, what a difference thero will he between tbe recep- 
tion which awaits me there and the profound sohlude 
of my srtuation a* the commencement of my journey 1 
There is now on the other side of tbe Sutledge an 
enormous mats of Idndseta, which eren m my absence 
exhibits itself in a thousand ingenious ways. This 
flatten me much, I mutt confos for being neither a 
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Duke nor n mtUionnaii e, and falling as it i\ere from the 
clouds among the people nlio at present shoiv this 
e\treme respect and true friendly kindness towards me, 
I owe It all to myself — I am the real architect of ray 
fortunes. I do not here allude to the five thousand 
rupees m my strong box, hut to the honourable reputa- 
tion I enjoy 

But, you will say, where is the local character in all 
this? — and is there none in Cashmeer? To which I 
reply, that in the East its shades are hut little vaned 
I know of no country upon earth whore so many witches 
could be enlisted for Macbeth, if, instead of three, Shak- 
speare had collected a hundred thousand, on the heath 
of — I do not remember the name The men are a 
remarkably handsome race, and the ugliness of the 
women is explained by the continual exportation of every 
pretty Cashmeerian face to the Punjab and India, to 
stock the harems of Mussulmauns, Sikhs, and Hindoos 
That Prince of Sanscrit scholars, Mr Wilson, of Calcutta, 
has taken the trouble to translate some old chronicles of 
the Cashmeenan monarchy, before the invasion of the 
Moguls, during the reign of Akbar They reckon seven 
■or eight hundred Icings, which is little for the country, 
where, m everything relating to times past, ciphers cost 
the superlative disposition of their historians nothing 
Whatever these old histones may say, there can be no 
doubt that the population of Cashmeer, onginally 
Buddhist, hke that of the Punjab, and like it also after- 
wards Brahmin, — ^that is to say Hindoo, — had, for along 
penod, chiefs of their own rehgious faith, and under 
their sway enjoyed absolute political independence — the 
defence of which nature rendered very easy, by means 
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of the enormcmj moontaini with which the luj ntr 
ronoded the coontry on ercty ude Of tbU loBg: 
period coi^r tome Tt^e tecoUectlont remun tmong 
thoM now termed the fitentt and here and there a few 
rtnna. In their maasire almctore aadatj’leoforeameot 
thete l&ttcr pomM a Hindoo character There are ttHl 
tome tracd of pnbhc works dating from the same period 
Itlaouttn hu dona nothing hat dealtoj The Emperors 

of Delhi bunt oolj bosks and caaendos The Mognl 
goremment was a masterpiece of ahsolnto monarchy r 
all the rerennes of the slate went to tbs dril list, which 
neither Greeted bridges nor dog caniJtt hot boQl palaces, 
tombs, and mosses The Afghans, daring the last 
etotorj harug depnred the Mognls of that eonqaest, 
and the Sikhs haring driren the Afghans from it, a gene- 
ral pltmder followed each new cosqaest i and dnnng the 
interrala of peace, anarchjr and oppression did their best 
against Ishour and iiKlastrp The coontrp is now there- 
fore ao completely rained that the poor Cashmeertana 
seem in despair and bare become the most indolent of 
msn. If a man most starre, be had better do so at hii 
ease, than bent Qnder the weight of labonr In Cash 
meer there rs scarcely more chance of getting a snpper 
for him wbo iQb, spins, or rows aQ day than for him 
who, being rendered desperate sleeps afl day nnder the 
shade of a plane-tree. A few tbonsanditnpid and brutal 
Sikhs, with swords by their tides, or pistols in their 
belts, dnre this ingenious and nnitusraus, hut timid 
people, before them, like a flock of sheep. 

The southern slope of the Himalaym at aH benghts 
preterres something of the Indian character The din 
SJon of the eeasons, to the limit of perpetual mow, a 
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George, nnd in the do'^erl forests of Tonimnnntn- I nm 
no longer under the spell of illusions vliich gn.^c life 
to those dn) drennis , the iivid lustre of those flowers 
IS faded, nnd their fmgnnco ovnporalcd After nil, the 
world, ns it rcallj is, is n snd nffair 'I here is ti ftchng 
which makes one sec it other ihnn it is, howcier cnicl 
the consequences mni he of the optical errors to which 
It leads I nevertheless am often in douhl whether \to 
arc not alwa)s indebted to it for more pleasure than pain. 

Enough, how c\er — You will sa) that Sterne s sen- 
timental traveller docs not make more turnings in his 
journeys than I do, nnd )on will ho right. But it is 
thus I lo\ c to w rite, — leaving to mj pen the app.arcnt 
free will of its turnings nnd windings upon mj paper. 
I shall staj set oral months, not nt hut in Cashmeer, 
and will write to jou again before I Icaic that country. 
I may eicn now tell )ou that I shall not return to 
India through Tibet, part of that journey would expose 
me to so many dangers, that a \er) strong escort would 
not he suflicient to insure my safetj , — I should require 
a little army. Adieu, my dear Zo6 , my table is co\ ered 
with minerals, which 1 must look over, and give an 
account of I leave you, to resume a paper on geology, 
which is nearly complete. Adieu ! Think of me, and 
write to me. 


TO M JACOUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS 

Cashmeer, May 26th 1831 

To-dai , my dear father, you wiU have only my 
smallest size. Porphyre, as a compensation, will receive 
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tflTDf ythJt frf lai C*>jom rjy 

«r»t vnunc pf » tn«etli p«l, r »iih » bill'* 

of ■ mrr** mnit I ircru r4 yntm! y • 

ftm rrcrr fn>m ^l MUn) •bo Iptmcfi »<“ Mtml 
Irttrr* fniw lnJn,»o4 cm«* (rota bi m* trf I »hUl 
eoi In bim mem oitboet • p>f*! Coru t 

•ntf^ tdf ffora Cbtfi4 nj»x»^ neJrriit^of \pDJXe4, 
llul b* Ii^tja t pt no boiri} tb Jr«n limn Woaj to 
IIiTTf kli ibil 1 b*-l K -61 lo bira fut yoa fttrtn Ijiborr, 
op to tUt lltb of ^Imb ibt iWy on «bKb lb# Klop 
pnit)t#4 ta« ray •aJiriMT to Ul# Imrr 1 am to 
tb\nV tUkl lb poorl tv^« •bleb I %*ti\ j on Pit tbit A»y 
ii prtap ly tbn Um# nnr tbf C*p rf C^x! Hop 
Kmtuxly nnio* lo m# from ^»U iJut >I d# I olipuc 
aM bi« foTtnpin Lit# Wm omdTBnfd W IsptKra 
mmt for Mf Aeotltn fnrnd »t Ketl», lo lUjyooitn*, 
of nblcL b« l» rf# Kinp ubJrr tb# ttftJ#»t title of 
1 obtirol Aceet «nte« to id# in bs%t# to aetHmnr* tU«i 
Lord Ctry b*i toVen tl # Pol# of Urllie^oti ■ ylir# 
a* if my Delhi fnnid« liv) not i&funo#d moof it a nerk 
api. Hat aJe the political a;^! of I.Aodhccanaf and 
tbr pnanpl cbonoel of my cormyoedracc aith India 
and Enmpe beinp at SeniU fur ibe jmr^ioie of Intro* 
doang nenjeel ‘'inp ■ etnbaiiy to tKi? Goremor jfcnfraL 
I get BO paper*— and that I* tb» deni 1 Moreorcr he 
it BO doabt today at Adenanagbnr bftweeo tbe Tlareo 
and tba Iteytb In the 1 onjab, rompllmenlin^ Ilanjen 
FiDf in the name of tbe GoTemcr>general t Abd I think 
be haa brooght me lome ppn from SemU, which I 
may reeeiTe in a fortnight tbroogh AHird At any 
other lime 1 woald wail Tcry pUeotly t hot it aeemi 
to me that under pmcot drcumitancee in Lorope each, 
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ilaj may bnng to pa'ss such groat o\onlfi that so pro- 
longed nn Ignorance of them >s IruU painful 

Kennedy also sends me uord that in the autumn, 
Illr. Toby Pnnsop, one of lu) Calcutta ncijuamt- 
ancos, (the Secrctun of Stale,) mil ho sent on n poli- 
tical mission to Runjeef I am pu/rling mj brains to 
no purpose to guess its object, nhich must be aery 
important, to be confided to none but the Secretary 
himself 

I am in no slight degree curious to bnou the questions 
uhich Lord William mil ask me about this country, 
uhen he again sees me at Semin M) prudence here is 
cMromc I must measure my ver j ^s ords , for ever) - 
thing that 1 say or do is reported to the King, and, 
beyond him, through his uklnrs, to all the political 
officers in India I ought also to tell } on that I have 
rcceued, from Runjcct, the letter uhich I cvpected, 
touching my affair at Toluchco it is ver} gracious, 
and has turned ray adventure into quite a piece of good 
luck M Allard, though at a distance, continues to 
behave in the most admirable manner towards me 
How friendly it was m tins kind-hearted man to hunt 
me out ten months ago, and send me his first letter on 
the frontiers of Chinn I Nothing is so uncertain ns his 
future prospects Perhaps he may never return to 
France , and he may do so before me, — in which case, 
receive him cordially, and wuthout ceremony , let him 
drink your oldest wine, and Porpbyre must pilot him 
about 1 How fortunate have I heen since my depar- 
ture from France ' What excellent people have I met 
at Rio Janeiro, Bourbon, — India, — everywhere in short- 
If a misanthropist travelled with me, he would soon be 
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ctjrr^ of h\ 1 om untie* 1o lie lo 

froroK# ^l Coikt ih* £ 1,*% of Ul« of ( *il fofrr 
fcftj k tmr cmiu^lo nanil<r of tL» hnirtul* of iln» 
Wintry Ttiiy <r«c itU In llnojoct ^mp for if I 
bil oftlr bkl lljMf •irj^ !*» Cy »illi 1 *Voo\l o t b*Tr 
ttVi-n fo Infty a fltptu I Intr bobtim«'& tibom I 
cml on kU bM otit amon-' tbw U to r! rrr itsi 
be aitl Kxiti l-e i>1 V lo prrfue |oo1 'pir»l 1 

piy lbi« m»a eipbt titnrt motr il in be »-»«• arJ 1 
h<»re Ijr fonlier forrr^ top t(* »»luy to ^vf»T»n epotJ 
bin Id tbe l>o|x> of tnabinp a inti* fartan* ioa^nr 
to artolBpuy toe lo InJia. Wb^n I Hk&t C b, I ibUI 
only U*»e to tbonie aoump i«y wo*! inttlTpttit lost 
ertro aoj ibeir Wiop *eBt on *xtr» dniy aHI !<<• no 
iu« tn tbeta. Tie CnTfriMn L*« firm me lb* B«e 
of lb« boat Wlonpiop to li * Ut#rimwy Tbirty b«rJ» 
are rrtjmnto lo man ft } ad4 to ibK latmy rarrfrr* for 
lb« tootl tmcetiary jsut of my Upp*!:? In tay axcur 
titwt amnt lb* Tnotintaict t *04 Cfteen irrranl* betfdea 
••>lotal not nneb lex ibtn elpbty frHllTHlnals^bQ rame 
a briry fjr|*ettv oUipeJ a* I am, lo pay tnipnlficenlly 
that fi to aay donWe or triple tb* ralne of Iblopa, I 
mnr aldKwl fancy tbit Dnif^li India i« 1 oropr— a rain 
tbm il ablr to a certafn rilent to rrpnlalo b(i nc 
pcntei by bU inrani j Imt bw In Ibl* nrpln Atli, yon 
leare lh« conntry if yoti cann t to rnapnlficeot 
»b« necMxry llunject Siop in fict will liaro paid 
iba exprtic* of ray ampaipni bnt tWo will •carcely 
be any iotjAm nnlc%« lie dtiplaji lome new co^oclry 
towardt me on my retora 

A SiVh lord, retomlnp from tbe Wttle of Moxnffera 
bad, in wbicb the beyd fell, baa iatermpted mo by a 



108 A jounsi % IV INDIA, TiniT, 

visit. Ilisanimntcd rccit ils having' interested mo mncli, 
and I hept him a long; time lie was an old g^re} beard, 
singed b) the fire of many battles. 

“ I never had so much jilonsiire in a battle," he said 
“ the Sc}d’s people fought like tigers, tlioj killed us 
three hundred men, and wounded four hundred, but 
we did not leave one of them free or alive. Such 
sport I ’’ 

Adieu I I have written at greater length that I at 
first supposed I should I love and embrace )ou vvitb 
all ni} heart. 

A propos — iM Cordier, of Chandernagore, has sent 
me word that he has forwarded to you a Calcutta jour- 
nal containing my Delhi speech At Loodbeeana I saw 
111 the same paper this piece of eloquence of mine , but 
it was so badly printed, and the punctuation so bad, 
that it had no common sense, nor indeed anj other 
sense It is true, that, being rather indisposed, I was 
not able to gain inspiration by drinking a bottle of Port 
or Madeira , and water, coloured w ith bad claret, seldom 
fills the sails of English eloquence, cither mj own or 
other peojile’s Nevertheless, I think, that, notwith- 
standing the intensity of his feelings, the gentleman 
was not so incoherent in his speech — since speech 
there was. 


TO MADAME VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS 

Cashmeer, May 2G/7i 1831. 

My dear Madam, — It is so long since I received any 
letters from Europe, that I begin to lose patience, and 
feel myself much more melancholy than I have hitherto 
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on acconot of the fnghtfbl dHtu>oo vliich wpt 
ntet ^ ud the profound lobtode of tnjr ntcation 
Thu dearth of neat happon* at the rery moment 
when I am deronrcd bj impatience to recciro Mmej 
for up to tho pTwent time when I hare thought of my 
friends, I could fancy what yon were all doing and 
where each was, according to tho different len^ont of 
the year Bat this rerolntion with all tho porticnlan 
and reffults of which I am not yet acquainted, has 
■rapped asunder the thread of my conjectures, hly 
thoughts are lost in space while seehing yon and tho 
recollection of yon esetpea me in the drde of a new 
poUticsl world. My wishes will perhaps ha<en the 
arriral of the letten I so roach desire. 

To withdrsv my attention from yoo, I wiH speak 
about myself My journey across the Punjab wi* rwy 
fortunate and interestingt but when 1 penetrated into 
the passes which separate that country from the king 
dom of Ca^hmeer I encounterud a roullitodo of obsta 
cles upon which I bad not reckoned The state of 
disorder reigning in those moontsins was something 
new to me, and led toasort ofadrenturowhichhasproTed 
useful to me I felt the emotions of a Lttla melo 
drama, of wtudi I was the hero; and Yirtno tnmnpbed 
orer crime, which is something moral, and does not 
always happen. 

Thu Talley of Cashmeer the frme of which hu 
extended fsr and wide, most probably bu no other claim 
to such edebnty than the frequent Tuits pold to it by 
the Great hloguTs court, usually shut up within the 
burning wills of Delhi or Agra, In a Tery naked conn 
try parched up by a cloudleaa sun. The lakes are poor 
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llung ‘5 in comparison nitli those of the Alps, nnd of nil 
the pnlnccs built hj the Mogul Lmperors upon their 
hanks, that of Shnlimar, the most celchrnteil of nil, is the 
onlj one left Ktancling 1 uas ret rued there hj the 
Go\criu)r, uho did his best to Molrome nnd da^rlc me 
The place pleased me much, on ntrourit of Us limpid 
water and lungnificent gro\os But how iuau\ towns 
on the hanks of Lago Muggioro surpass Shalininr in 
beaut} I The nppcanince of these momitnins, like 
that of the Ilimalnin, is rilhor grind than heantiful , 
tbo} arc ningniliccnt outlines, and no more Nature 
has done nothing to adorn the intenor — there is an 
immense border, inclosing nothing M c here find none 
of those picturesque details which make the Alps so 
attractiie, so long a novelt) 

I have pitched my tent in a roval garden, on the 
banks of a transparent lake This garden is filled \vith 
roses in bloom , but the} arc small, and have hut little 
fragrance What beautiful plants ha\ e I found, nnd how 
often have I thought of } our Flora of the Bourhoniiais 1 
I hope you continue your labours, and that > on really 
go beyond those artists who make the flowers larger 
than nature, in order to render them more beautiful 
You were right in 6a}ing that reflection much more 
than practice insures perfection in art I think I 
have become a painter, since I have viewed nature so 
much mth its effects of light and shade Were I the 
manager of a theatre, or of a strolling company per- 
forming Macbeth, I should have hut little trouble m 
finding witches for I meet multitudes every day This 
may assist your imagination in forming an idea of the 
women in this part of the world I have, it is true, no 
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U»te for broim or gloomj b«DtiM i I do not like 
ttonnf focoh like Lord Bjront ud I hare nerer felt 
%ny pleutire la looking at a female fece if it oot 
white, gentle deliratc and noble. \et I hare met in 
India and tbe Posjab, from time to time rcrj beod 
eome women in their partlcolar atjle of beaotj' t Imt 
Caabmecr Uae not jet ehown mo a tingle one of tbeve 
exception*. I am *orrj to Sod my cxpenenco eo con 
tiadictorj to tho account* giren by tbe amall nnmber of 
European trareller* who baro rialted tbeto regiona 
before me. If thingi are not drefidfollj altered tince 
^Ir Foiter wa* here, in dtegnne fifty year* ago, be 
mto* bare embellubed the truth fnnon*ly which poet* 
alone ought to be allowed to do. I atrongly beliere 
that ererythiog then under tbe arbitrary gorerament 
of the Afghan*, was coidlar to what it i* at preaent 
under the despotic and capnciona domisIoD of my fhettd 
Bnnject Sing Ring of Lahore. India u no longer tbe 
poorest country in tbe world to met Caabmecr exceed* 
all nnaginable porerty 

On amriBg here, I waa not witbont tomo appre- 
benoon of being a good deal dirtorbed in my peacefol 
•tndie*, by the not mry agreeable xUlt of a celebrated 
Mottulmaun who daring two year* had waged a deapo 
rata war eguinat Rnnjeet Smg in the neighbouring 
prorincet, conctantly tbrealeDing to mrade Cathmeer 
Bat he has jntt been lulled m battle and i* gone to 
contlnoe hu mode of life Mohammed's paradise. I shall 
probably spend tho whole summer in thi* country in 
peaceful occupation* and in making axcumlou* ^Vhcn 
the perio£eal rains bare ceased in tbe Himalaya, 1 shall 
return to Semla, where comperwtiTely speaking I shall 
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find aU the luxury and comforts of Europe, with the 
exception of Rossini’s operas 1 I wish I could hear you 
sing: “ O patna < ” I expect to find you unchanged 
m our joint opinion that Madame Pasta has earned 
taste and expression in singing to the highest possible 
perfection Try and make your daughters fond of 
music — a taste for music is a piece of good fortune 
Adieu I I take leave of you with these melodious 
recollections , and to-morrow I shall write to your 
husband, in order again to try to forget my wish of 
hearing from you 


TO M DE TRACY, PEER OF FRANCE, PARIS 

Cashmeer, May 28/A 1831 

Dear Sir, — If I did not know that the greater 
number of my letters to my father were communicated 
by him to his friends, I should not have allowed more 
than two years to elapse without writing to you. But 
in the wandenng and laborious hfe I have led since my 
departure from Europe, so many matenal cases absorb 
that valuable portion of my time devoted to study, and 
so many interestmg objects every day dispute the short 
hours of repose which remain after a frequently very 
long march, that I have always deferred till the pre- 
sent moment telling you with what dehght I call to 
mind, in my present solitude, the affection of which you 
have given me so many proofs The recollection of my 
early years often recurs to me , and it is never without 
emotion that I think of the truly paternal attentions which 
I then had the happiness of receiving from you I shall 
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ito« tny pnlhoj# all my life ^ frtlrflp lo»arJ» ycm 
at a urn. 

I am no doaU inirUM foe many rn}o)mm^' to tlip 
ibfrp Tpan «bKbluTc* M npIiQy |«i rJ imr^niy dr|vr 
lofp ^tody b»« l-^Ti a eon tanl ►oom* of pip* 

•orplorw Tb^pmi rapKly ©fwtoralKWiPty ral imp 
lN^«r«n tbp S(^tb of Io4i* anJ ibp rerntRiunt of TiWl 
bryoti'l tbp l!im«Upa, rootd not fu1 to tnab* otbrr anJ 
toerp lirrly impTrt kmt Qpon mp In tbriei datmplbU 
Icmpyoompy tbmoph locb tlnmpp rppxnjf aM atnonp 
inrb ttnop« tutKtnt^ I batp from limp to Ump ibtmTrrrd 
an mtn of Cornpna nriliutioQ At «arb a diitanrr 
frtmi Foropp (brrr ar« dpiUipt F^yliih nor 1 rrticfa : 
aearp all of tbp nnt eooniry— all 1 oroprani ^Iy 
ownemifltfytftpoctwUBolhatppTpompaklndpT rrepjv. 
tjofl tbao 1 ovt nttb denep ibe tborl ilay I ma^ 
at a pmt namWr of Prltitb lUtlotit. My Winp a 
foTplporf ira tbp pnmod upon «blcb tbii bcwptality 
tru cxptrrtpd towmrJt np — at &r«i tnih CPTPtooaiuot 
pagpfBPU ; bat frra tbrapcnml day a frlmdly rordulity 
almoit alvay* pontrollM ft« formality Tbna In tbe 
cmino of tny ttarpU 1 barp bpooisp adjoalnlPil «itb a 
nomber of nrellptit ppopU to wbota 1 am iiDrmly 
attached ami «bcs 1 tbinkt win alnyt rPCoUrrt aith 
cqoal plfasnre the chasea that bron^ht tu motnally 
aopalntpd. Finally till wllblo tb« last aix mostbs I 
w*4 alwiyi foftBnato moagb to ircelTo Irttm pretty 
rppnlarly from my {aQuly and yonr*. More tlun onca 
hare I been lodeUed to tbii corre^pondeBca for iba 
agretabla tUotloa of being for a moment Uaatported 
ba^ to Europe So mocb for pleafore (— bnt I bara 
aho fotmd eanotn caues of care and rexaUon.> 


VOU IL 
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At first, the excessive slowness and continual dis- 
appointments of my everlasting voyage to India, made 
It appear stiU more tedious, although I ought rather to 
have rejoiced at the lengthened stay I made in countries 
which I shall never have another opportunity of seeing , 
At Rio Janeiro, I was able to form some notion of the 
state of equinoctial America At the Cape of Good 
Hope, I had an opportunity of adminng the wisdom and 
liumamtv of the British colonial institutions In our 
paltry island of Bourbon, I was able to ascertain the 
infamy and absurdity of our own Nothing on this 
score now remained for me except to see, at Pondichery, 
the ridicule and folly of our system I was detained a 
fortnight at this latter colony It was longer than suf- 
ficed for my purpose, but not long enough seriously to 
begin my labours , — I was therefore in haste to reach 
Bengal 

How deplorable is the condition of the human species 
in this vast East 1 The British Government in India, 
though it calls for some reforms, deserves nevertheless 
immense praise Its government is a great blessing to 
the provinces under its rule , and I have been fully con- 
vinced of this ever smce I have been travelling in the 
country I am now in, which has remained independent 
that IS to say, a place of atrocious violence, and constant 
robbery and murder Human society in the East is 
fundamentally defective. The first of its elements, a 
family, scarcely exists In the upper classes, which 
afford an example to those below them, polygamy im- 
pedes the affection of a father for his children, on account 
of their numbers, and awakens jealousy and fierce hatred 
among brothers. The wife is an impure creature, 
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whom her bMWd *c*rc«ly eotulden of the «aTOo tpcde* 
with hlratelt Children »a thoj grow op, toon imWho 
thn thoainabli contempt for their mother from whom 
it drire* them u toon u thejr cmn dltpento with brr 
terricet. Can tjmpathjr ahen htnUhed from the 
domestic hearth, feed a more ardent flame beyond It? 
The men are acqaainted with fneodshlp only after the 
ancient fluhkm 

Domettic morale in India, which are the ^roateet 
eonree of wrttebednert in that country teem to me 
incapable of Improrement to lon^ at Aita pre^erret its 
precent rellgioat iastitotlona Perbapt the belief that 
theta cannot be astafled, has obtained too mneh grotiod. 
An £reet attempts at reCgioos conrenioD nude by the 
British, in Denjal especially hare esUrely fiDed Tho 
Indant, upon whom the experiment hu been made, 
wonld In no olm exchange Mohammed or Brahma 
foe Christ and the Trinity ; hot, within the latt few 
years theGareraffleethaswueiy(andcoorBgtonilytoo, 
for h requires courage In the Company to prorolce the 
stnpid and hypocntkal wrath of Pariiament), wltLdnan 
Its support from the miSsioDanet, and opened g;ratnltcmt 
•choob at Calentta, Benarea, and Delhi, whither it nt 
tracts, by erery mflaentral meant lo it* powor children 
of the wrhMTw ranki, to lottirict them in the lan^ptagcs 
and s a enew of Europe, without talking to them abrat 
our Own Tam eontroTersiet. 

I hare riaited tbeee spools, at Calcutta m particular 
where they haTe tho greatest number of pnpiUj and I 
hare oonTereed with many young people of the higher 
dames, Brahnunt and Mssaulmannt, whose Enropean 
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p«nod I hjiTe r«ceiT«d no Irtten «thw from yonr fimtllj 
or from my ornu I «e«lt irfop to itndy ] bat melao 
choly thoogbu oftoo ilrtni my nttenlkm. 

Adiea, Sir Permit m« to rtpe*t tb*t neither time 
nor diitance wtU erw wetken my feelinji of tender tod 
reipectfnl attnchmenL 


TO M VICTOR DC TIUCY PARIS 

CaAmtrr Affjr fISA 1891 

Mt dear Frieto, — »M fcbont to dcepotA »n 
er pr e w to Indt*, with MTend leltem for that coontry 
»nd Enropo, when one reached me from Lahore, bnnging 
me from AlUrd, tereral recent CalcntU end Item 
bay papm, with letters from IWhU I Hopped my 
mencn^ aoUl I hid rend my packet ; and thongh I 
hare already written to toort of yon, I ihall not allow 
the man to atart witbont bnrthenlo^ him with a few 
more Imei for yea. ily letter to Mtdiiae Virtor ren 
ders it nnnecemry to speak of myself and if yon are 
at Pans, my father will no donbt gire yon a stiD longer 
piece of egottim to read. If he doet, h will be a great 
act of hnmilhy on his part x for my corretpondenca with 
him ought to please nobody bnt himself. As, in my 
sbaence, I am the hoHy-futrit of hu affections, sll paper 
blackened by my pen is welcome to bim whaterer 
may be on It | I am therefore qmta at my ease, 
end writs to him by the yard. My Indian gaxettes are 
a confnscd and iD joined mosaic of extracts from a mnl- 
btnda of English papers. Dates mast be rerised 
blanks filled up by indoction, and proper names guessed 
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at, all of which is very difScult I have had the 
patience to retouch this work, in oi der to bring out the 
primitive sketch, which is still very imperfect I know 
only that Lord Grey and Mr Brougham have succeeded 
the Wellington administration, and that they take office 
under circumstances the most alarming for the internal 
peace of Great Britain , that the plague is ravaging 
Russia , that Poland is in full insurrection , that the 
Belgians and Dutch are carrying on a war of extermi- 
nation that Germany is in a ferment , that despotism 
and liberty are almost equally powerless in Spam ; 
and that, in short, war is in preparation on all sides 
My papers tell me almost nothing about our oum coun- 
try They report the insignificant examination of the 
ex-ministers, and an uninteresting session of the Cham- 
ber of Peers and the Chamber of Deputies, by which 1 
know that the former was still in existente in the month 
of December, and that the latter had not been dissolved 
They also tell me of an order of the day by M La- 
fayette, which proves that the population of th^Jau- 
hourgs gives the national guard plenty of work, and 
lastly, they give me two lists of new mmisters, who 
agree only m the dismissal of their predecessors I 
confess that J can make nothing of the association of 
names which I find together in these lists 

Do you remember the autumn of 1822 at Paray ? It 
was at that penod our friendship was formed Having 
grown up into man’s estate, I became acquainted with 
you Ton were ill , — during the last fortnight of my 
stay with you, I spent part of the day in your room* 
TVhat a recollection shall I always preserve of those 
long and pleasant conversations I You were elected 
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dfjitrty a tecmili iTlfft u»4 1 rttortoWf iH»l tnjrfjibrr 

»l tlal tuoi' iJ<*aVl of ywr »ofrrt» »» • 

IrpiUtor IleUwoghi tlut tbe bifli'iDlf opnefctnft* 

of j-mir ptfoopl^i »oqV 1 taJorv foti to XfX* • dirrrli o 
ra «lilrb TM cor irrmti foltrm yoa, »t>4 afurlt mM)* 
« cnU cot cTrn nmprrtx'txl. Tlin ««!, t hivr eo dnot^U 
tbf WiPp of »o»t of yoof frmidi \ tny C»lb»r ww rxH 
tbi oclj' ow to rKt^« U to tct»yoar ftmily bal lb< 
umo f<rart« \ot«hb tindicfrlUr nctcb^of inrrr^laVvoi 
ptoflfV 1 Ual thr rno*t fnofidftwo in y«o 1 

told toy ffcltet ahro I l>rthj of jrmif cIkIiob tt*l 
toooft or liter j<n voali] rracb tbr jHnnl to «bicli 
jnrirusrcUrj infiornc* acd tUii per!is]i« at cn 

rtty nrrooto |tniod. I do cot «i b it for jroor oan 
ulct t bat I ardeotly drutr (l for tbo laVt of monlity 
Yotrr tootron tbc aVoUtioo of nyiltl psnhbmrct 
proderedtbriraturduto HTrri wbirb I rzprftrd. It ba< 
noitcotnUurdiorecdrr jooi¥»yrtjUr latbeloortmieof 
tbf irerd (and tbert U » rtrj low trmo alUrbrd to ibe 
word) t bot lbl« icn|MiTe wavo ofpopoUr wntb hHI put 
away aod {KtyaUnty corse afimrard* u c bolo ruand 
jocr triarapb. ^oa rrcolirct ibr rxpbwwo with oblrb 
ymr fprrcb oa tbr llUion alliir waa rtcrirriL \oa 
Darrr frarrd to attack tboa* vvl^r {doli. At Snt tbt 
^ommoo bml dwl not OBdrrttaod you nor indcrd rtrald 
they In tbe bcgianispofyoBr attenpl^ year optniont 
imut bare appeared to tbeta Oolatui A atrenj^ to all 
cotmea, and intnpiet, yoo allowed tbe coentcteil Imka 
of yosr pnUle conduct Joeacapo ibrin It U bowercr 
erident that dnnng thelaat two yr»n many people bar* 
percelTed that all yosr patliameBlary acta are to bo 
fotmd is tbe prolon^llon of tbe aame atrolgbt bne 
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Tel] me, my dear fiiend, is it not so? — is it not just 
what we long ago predicted together mth certainty 
Notwithstanding the considerable armaments apj)a- 
rently preparing in all countries, I have a confident hope 
that the peace of Europe will not be disturbed. I do not 
think the Governor-general of India shares my confidence 
on this head , for he is about to send a splendid embassy 
to Runjeet Sing, which certainly is not a matter of 
ordinary courtesy Its object can only be to strengthen 
the bonds of amity between the two governments, and 
enlighten Runjeet as to his true interests, which are 
closely connected with those of the Company in the 
event of an aggression by Russia Nothing, in fact, is 
more practicable than the raaich of a large European 
army, with all its raathiel, from Tophs to Delhi It 
would even have the choice of three different roads, by 
which It might debouch m three columns upon India 
And such is the stupidity of the Indian pnnces, that 
they would either forsake the British Government, or 
act against it, the moment a Russian army crossed the 
Sutledge Yet what other nation in Europe would 
have left the vanquished in India so fair a portion? 
But the Asiatic nations ivdl always remain in their 
nonage , they are not to be taught by experience — 
Turkey and Persia will force Russia to occupy their last 
village, as the Indian princes have compelled the Com- 
pany to absorb them all into its power, one after the 
other They have all succumbed, in the rashest and 
most stupid attempts against the Colossus, which would 
have left them in peace, had they not madly provoked 
it Thirty years ago, the British, after having driven 
the Mahrattas from Delhi, found, impnsoned in the 
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fort a Vlind oU nun, who*® loop life had W<m btrt an 
omBtemipted »ene« of mUfortaoP** Thw wai Shah 
Allmn thedeKeodant ofTimor He had onrr reipoed 
bat bj" name Thellrihih hare left him bla nin title 
and pof him all the hononra fonnerlf enjoyed by the 
hlopnl Etnperora, They pay him a tplendtd anneal 
penaion (fnnr milUona of fnne*) ; and they farther 
pnarmntce to hn family hta title bonoara dignltiea 
and adranUget. After all tbb^ ahat nie do yon think 
he onco made of the paw which they gare him for form 
aaka to &ra a aalatewhenerrr be Inrea bia palace? He 
fired them one day at the DntUh troopa. In leta than 
fire ralnntet the imperial palace wai attacked, and the 
gona retakem Soch are Indian pnnctal They arc 
Lite ebildren, who cannot bo imated with a mor in 
their bandat and thia la the cam not whb the prince* 
akine, hot with the whole popolatlon whtth ta nttorly 
deatltnteof reaaon and mmal aena*. I make so differ 
ence in thbi respect between Mnaralmanna and llui 
dooit both are e^nally vnciTikiahlr-^ot least to lonp 
as they preterre their religiom 

A propoa of nnanbaable people i zny papers of yes- 
terday hare informed me again that from Mexico to 
Doenoa Ayres, thronghoat eqoatonal America, in abort, 
the peopls are fighting with foiy Itiinnt knowing 
h poaitlrely 1 already aoppoeed thia to be the case. 
The liberation of Sooth America from Spain ia, I think, 
a ranfortime — it was prematore. Had it been delayed 
half a century or a century the social progress which 
the mother coontry would hare made daring that period 
—the benafita of which progress it might hare comma 
nlcated to ita colonies— would hare qualified the inhabit 
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ants for an independent and free government Hayti, 
boweverrude its political institutions, still appears to me 
tbe pattern republic, or ratber government, among all 
these new states It is tbe only one in wbicb tbe citi- 
zens are not continually cutting each other’s throats 
Adieu, my dear and excellent friend, adieu I How I 
long to bear from you The last letters nhicb I received 
from Europe, were dated July 22nd — that is to sav, ten 
months ago ' Adieu 1 love and embrace you with my 
whole heart 


TO M JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS 

Cashmecr, June 11/7* 1831. 

My dear Father, — M Allard, writing to me a 
few days ago by tbe royal daak, (which, running night 
and day, goes in four days from this place to Lahore), ■ 
has been so awkward as to tell me that, on tbe previous 
evening, he had despatched a messenger to me with a 
number of newspapers and letters from India, one packet 
of which 'IS from Chandernagore Perhaps this man may 
arrive to-day How can I help thinking of him twenty 
times an hour? In my reply to the General, I begged 
him never to announce letters from Chandernagore be- 
forehand , for the disappointment would be too cruel if 
they turned out to be only a few insignificant lines from 
that place Having been eleven months without hear- 
ing from you, I confess that unfortunately I possess not 
your stoicism to put a good face upon the matter If 
among my brothers m Adam, in Cashmeer, I could find 
any like myself, they would see my head droop when- 
ever I think of you, my friends, and our country 
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loitnd of M A^Urd • n>f»*fngtT oot wnTf^l \Uii 
tnonilap frotn— piwi from wlioin ?«— from Ahmtd *^h* 
Klnp of Little Tilift,* mj polite pentletnia trely He 
wnt« to me th»t beinp lafornwl of mj amrel in C**li 
Titeer, he it itger to eMore me of h!i frimdtWp end 
reeU He pUcet hU ctraQtT 7 et mj* diipo«tlt end hit 
mmenpef «ho k e conSdenliel eerrnot, e« ForyUtee 
'wet formerly to Agenemooo nm&ra» bte metteri 
mpeet end ettecbmeot to the Untttlu The pood mtn 
edtU, tbet the Sikht ere e peck of tronndrtli end telli 
me thu tnth one or two Bnlith rrpimmtt I rolpbt pro* 
ceed e greet wej To rrcrtre thete conSdenttel romma 
alcetmac, I took cere eader pretence of rriptmag bit 
eemcee e« ea Interpreter to tend for tbe men whom I 
know’ to be tlonjeet Singe epf here 1 mede him reed 
Sbeh Ahmed's firmen litereUp end chergtd him to pre* 
pare the replp which I dictated aammeril/ 1 send him 
hedc e page of eomplimente i Inform him that I am 
delighted et beiag »o neer him (foortten depa march) 
eiaco mp pretence In Cetbmeer orerwhelma him with 
hepplntat] adding tbet I am not an EnglUbmen, bat 
oalp an intimeto Mead of the Cotopeop At for tbe 
pmenti wbiA he offeri me — gobk motk, end rock crptiel 
fitmi hit monatelnei I theak hun inBnitelp for them t 
bat state tbet be will oblige me mncb more if be will 
despatch all bit talject# In pairait of the wild bentti of 
ha dottunlont, and tend them to me alire 1 think, too, 
I ibell aak him tome qnetUone on the geognphp of the 
ecantriee which rorronad hU own. 

Thit dagnUr cooiniunicftUon* 1 here »o doabt, U an 
eotwOT to orertare^ indiecreetlp made tix or terea peere 
ego to Ahmed Shah, bp Mr MoorcrofU Thli gentlO' 



lUfi \ jotr'.t*. t'. Ttrrr, 

thr' ufTin <>f j,'nn>l tUrtor, 1 {rn iL' n't-nrilify 

of fii<v ri (]u«‘ \ 

1 |i. litno tint Itunjf. t p'-jrl off th >- j.il r 
tlu' ffovi'rnor, nitri!% to fr4 I tnfl tlii' 

•ilij-ht* st nichtntion to iti Iii^ n'T tr^ Union 

%\h'\to^tr point 1 h' pr«'<nt'i }unn*lf, h" i ill l"^ fi'jnil-*''! 
AMth tin •iiu'' 111 1 

'1 hi'ro H nothin" vipni^ht tiiol hornet in tin iiilu«-?of 
this rotintr^ — llai nft j'< rh'lioio m riinthin^* It i- 
rnliculom for tv Ltinijonn to ft itn sjtii*’ cnnic 

Miih thrm — \sp inttst !>p thi ir ilnj" =1 *Iht siih- 

liiiK'st scounitrol of tin* I uni ^'.ith in, n, I ntn j" r-^ifoli^lf 
hut n chihl compin (1 to Utmjn't ^iii" ‘lo put them 
out of tnuntomticp, uo hmr onl) to honrsi, n« is 
nntumi to ui, ntner to iinihrstiml hints, tint! to <ipcak 
tilwti) s in a loud \oicc 

I am gcttinir romh for an cxrtir ion to the frontier' 
ThcKing'fi sju, who is at tlm IumiI of the cinin-crj , ha^s 
hogged the fntour of hung niloweil to alt“ud me H>*> 
request filinll ccrtainl) he gmnted , and he shall have 
enough of attending me at once to repot lus /eal, for I 
think of lent mg the rogue frozen upon some mountain 
peak 

The summer here is very hot The Goternor sends 
me ICC every morning , and I have taught mj khansania 
how to make torj light iced punch I finish ni} dessert 
with It, and )ou must admit that in so barbarous a 
countrj this is no slight luxury But I have more lace 
than shirts I shall soon hate sixtj -eight servants m 
my pay, which will make the llajah’s rupees change 
hands t ery rapidlj . Everj morning a sheep, a dozen 
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f(r*U, » ttttVet of epji k mdt of nee mad floor »od til 
otlaer thing* in proportion tro brooght to me *nd— I 
htre not t Ut of brotd to e%t! 

Adieu I for I tin In t hnmonr to eompUin ; and that 
would lie too btd. I mart fwrre the ngbt of rtmon 
iUtne* for bad di^j and petbapt I ibaU bare more than 
one before we meet 


TO M KOIZET DE SAINT PAUL, CAPTAIN OP 
ATmLLER\ IN TOC ARifY OF TOE MOREA. 

CukMrr 1601 

Do not taesaiuns mj dear George tbe plnsore I bare 
in wnUng to poabj tbenoalLnea* of tbe paper I hare 
not the Indt to be a wtmor Ub© yonmlf far from it 
etpedallj in point of letraro. Bnstnes* ponra npon me 
from all ^oartera, and I am f orce d to be coocite in my 
aopfdkotioa, prayer or reqoert— call it wUicb ytra will 
The object of the prcaeitt letter u to more your 
bowel* of compamoD ei my condQ-germon — gennan 
and half — and to itimolale your artiUeryman ■ Uxineaa 
»o far aa to make you take pen, ink, and paper— 4be 
largoat powible iheet of the latter— and, witbont pre- 
amble or drcuioloaitwn, but entering at once into the 
milter teQ me about the world and bow it goe* on 
wbtr» you are— at Atben* or Pam Arru or Berlin,— 
BO nutter — tbougb I eboold preier for your own eaka, 
that your cbtooide wa* dated from Pan*. Goadp abor* 
all : — It ii the only true thing Truth luJfen cruelly m 

a wig tbuf dUguiaed, it it no longer like iU«l^ Gowip, 
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tljen — tell me all about Greece You ha\ c there become 
in a certain degree my colleague in the East Weill 
tell me— Is not the creduhtj of the good souls of the 
West a blessing for us?— for in fact, if ue are anxious 
to appear to ha^e seen uonders, our imagination has 
only to invent them But betu een us, no iin enlions if 
you please — honesty among thie\ es 1 Tdl mu, then, 
without exaggeration, all about Canans, Mairocorduto, 
Odysseus, Ma\ romichuehs, and other famous lurk- 
eaters If you are in rraiice, gu e me politics of course , 
but above all, forget the papers } ou read in the morning If 
you are doing the hero of artillery cn tilhti y, or that of 
freedom at Berlin or Vienna, sing of } our own fame, but 
in vile prose I am the only animal of my species m 
this corner of the world, so far separated from all others, 
and, to turn my attention from the animals, minerals, 
and plants of Cashmeer, I have from time to time the 
Persian Chronicle of the Court of Lahoie — verypoo^' 
nounsbment for the political genius of our family 
yourself to a httle inconvenience, then, my good friend 
and with a good grace Your letter may reach mem 
twelve months It will perhaps find me in one of those 
situations through which I have already so often passed 
— in sohtude so profound, that I shall be indebted to it 
for a pleasure much greater than the annoyance which, 
from your laziness, it may have caused you Tell or 
wnte to Zoe, that for her punishment she deserves to 
learn Latin, as we did, in order to understand 
viultis 

Adieu, my dear friend Take care of muskets, if 
are fired near you, and get out of the way of huH®^ 
when you see them commg — at least if such m tke 
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torn. I am rorj wbII, nd am preparing to complete mj 
tlurbeth year wluch bnngs oa lin^iilarly near to each 
other Farewell 

For local character — which ytm ha7B m Tight to 
expect &om a comapcmdent at Cashmeer — Icnow that I 
am wndng thia to you with a reed Iran Kathay and 
would gire a thonaand of them for one gooae>^aiIL 


TO M. POBf HTRE JAC^UBMONT, PABJ8, 

C€iJkmtfr Jwm Itii 1631 

Mt dxah Porthtex, — For tereral daya I hare been 
npoQ tboma. A ihoit time ago M. Allard wrote to me 
hy the royal daaV« that he had devpatched a meeaeuger 
to me the day before, with a moDitroui paelcet &om 
heyoad the SuUedge, and what ts more, from Chasder 
nagcr^ Tim m o ae on ger oould and ought to hare bees 
here yesterday — the day before yesterday — or eres the 
day before that and he la not yet amred 1 To^y 
1 was to hare aet out on a tan days exoumou 
towards the froutim t but it ia impossible to start, 
— anxiety keeps me here. If you gire way to the 
blue derik at I do, donog the long interraptions 
of our correspondence, I trust my friend, that you 
may not happen to be deprired of lettera from the SSnd 
of July to the 14th of June foQowing { and the £utlt 
may not be mine, if this mufortune should happen, I 
TriD write either to you or to my frther more frequently 
than 1 hare hitherto done. This I will do on account of 
the dlstanca, which will make my letteri more rmloable, 
and at the acne time increase them dumce of being lost 
on their w^ 

vou II , K 
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You may have perceived that after crossing- thd 
Sutledge I had an attack of a new passion, — I mean 
avance. But the numerous mortifications to which it 
has exposed me, have cured me of it. The people of 
Cashmeer have an admirable knack of borro-wing money, 
which they never repay In a single fortnight, eight 
hundred rupees have thus melted away, independently 
of a number of presents which I have been obliged to 
make It is high time that I was again wandenng through 
the mountains I have at last made up my mind to 
resign myself to, or I have resigned myself to making 
up my mind to, recross the Sutledge, as poor as when I 
crossed it on the 2nd of March, and to consider the fruit 
of the Rajah’s liberality, as a sort of loan, which I ought 
to repay by doing as much honour to it as possible in his 
dominions I am, however, refitting, and shall return to 
India with a new wardrobe. My fum6e Navarin coat, 
which has visited so many countnes within the last three 
years, — the four quarters of the globe, — has reached a 
truly ominous state of matunty It is serving as a 
pattern for its successor, which is to be made of black 
shawl, waistcoat andtrowsers of the same, together with 
a duphcate of each The materials of which these new 
clothes are made, are wonderfully adapted to the climate 
of India, where coats and trowsers of French cloth heat 
one red hot I have, besides all this, an immense Per- 
sian dressing gown, of the same stuflt This will come 
into use, five months hence, at Semla, and elsewhere in 
the winter, — not to mention the service I hope it "Will 
some day render me at Pans Those de-vils of English- 
men have the wonderful art (the secret of which hes 
in their nches or their debts) of procuring all the com-- 
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inodltitt of EoTopo tt <l»o «j 4 of tb« world* For our 
thiglfl Jwmal drt tf o joaml* of lb« mow kind 

VO poblttbfd IQ Loodotu TW Bnink in India uul 
Yin T>leTn» * Lind nbwrft)* to them their wire* 
Mgerlj peni«« them{ ind ««ch fimD^r tbon^ Urui^ 
whole jnrv in i remote d]»trtct isf Earopein 

wHoen of lU existence ntlmllfelfinmniineiy end other 
fiaery inordertobeinthe fiNhWn Tbniitbeextreme 
of folly I fotmd a siull lociety it Seinli, ilmott orery 
nwmher of which woold be deemed ndicnlons imon^ 
tm for the hoporUare they atUch to tho nt of their 
hooU, coat, or hit t lod 1 biTe thonght U prodcat not to 
ippeir imoBir them ipun except with i coat the costly 
xDitertila of which will eompeniite for its oU fittbioned 
cut* 

Bot where the dense are yon my gw>d brother* 
Betumed, perhi|tt, to ^^nDa? For I confess 1 now 
hehere In the poMlbility of a war if there be i reroltu 
tioa in Fratcii, which ippenrs to mt ineritille Bat I 
tmst it win not list long I ud that for the lut lime no 
•hill execute jastke on the lungs and aristocTacics of 
Enrope. ^Vhit blonders diJ the Chamber of Depntles 
commit in the first week of last August 1 1 aee by the 
English papers that M de Lafayette hu resigned tlie 
command of the Kabonal OoarL which prores that 
there is discord in the camp of onr fnends. Bat nosr 
that we hare returned to the fsmoos legal order how- 
can we sweep off tho peers by an ordinance? Peyronnet 
would cry out from lus pisoo, " Set me free sinco you 
hare Inf^ged the new tiaiter as I did the old P My 
greatest anxiety howerer ia concerning my fatber'a 
fete, depnred u he perhape la of your compuny This 
A K 2 
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IS dreadful I should have felt more ivhen I left him, 
could I have foreseen the course of pohtical prohabih- 
ties since the revolution Adieu for to-day I I am 
tormented •with anxiety, and not fit for anything. 
Adieu ' 


Cashmeer, Augiist 5th 1831 . 

Here, my dear Porphyre, I have begun the packet which 
I lately announced, from Vernague In this city, I find 
some of its fragments, together with some other epistolary 
scraps , and, comforting myself with the notion that every 
thing of the same description is good when it comes from 
a distance of some thousands of leagues, I despatch this 
remnant to Chandernagore. I am adding an ell in this 
laige hand for the obliging M Augustin Tahoureau 
Yesteiday arrived a messenger from M Allard, who, for 
tiventy-four hours, was considered dead He has written 
only a few hues to assure me of his resurrection , but 
without any particulars I therefore know not what 
his complaint was At this moment there is no con- 
tagious disease in the Punjab Pubhc health here is 
perfect I have not seen a single case of cholera, m 
spite of my curiosity to do so, — no more than hons and 
tigers, — no more than 1 did yellow fever in Haiti. It 
would seem as if the devil placed himself in my nay, to 
prevent me from seeing. 

The Calcutta Gazettes of the 4th of July apprise me 
of another change of ministry at home. The famous 
legal order always appears tottering This vexes and 
grieves me The most contradictory accounts of the 
fate of Poland ariive fiom Persia and Bombay , and my 
Delhi fncuds foiward them to me. Then I see that 
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there It a n*llTe regent In IWgJnm, mithout anj lilk 
of a king { that there are rerolotKmt in Italy and tUU 
fto general war 

I am rety well and work bard Daring my weeks 
oftedentsry lahoar all day In ray chair 1 nied to he 
xinwdlt and had no appetite In the erenlng I hare 
prorided agaiott tbu erlhhy taking a good swim at 
fantH, It Is literally a warm hath that I take The 
proof of my strength is, that I twim sn hour,— to to 
rare, arithont exertion, and tn atlU water Dy panning 
this plan, I sleep at night, which 1 coold not do jnerl 
onily withont tome e^mralent latlgne. Beatlr your 
self in deUrerlog the Inelosed Isllera. 

It is not mer^y a splendid emtaasy thst the Dritlih 
Qorerament now tslk of sending to licnjeet Sing the 
Gorentor'genenl detirea tohare a penonal Intcmew 
with the ^laharajala. My friend M’ade has retarned to 
Lahore, to negodste the etl^^nstte at the meetiDg of the 
two Stan of the East They are counting steps and 
half steps, and regalatlng heforehand the Insignificant 
senteoceswincbars toheexebanged. This UaTeryaerkrat 
afi^ and I do not tlunk Wade wID manage It welh 
The high cootraeting parties, is they say hare irrecon 
cilahla or nicompotlble pretensions, which form the 
fnhject of parley st this present time, ^\’hst Lord 
Wnhain wants of Rnr^eet Sing I cannot gneas,— to 
frighten him, perhaps, and show him how ea^ It would 
he to crash hjm. The eotonel of one of the two regi* 
ments of British carsliy In the Calcutta president 
writes to me from Semla that he hu been appointed to 
coramand, not the escort, hot the army, which Is to 
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accompany tlie Governor-general to his interview with 
Runjeet, if it take place, — or the embassy to Lahore, in 
the reverse case He will take his regiment of lancers, 
a regiment of native cavalry, one of European infantry, 
two of Sipahees, and a battery of hght artillery, — all 
selected for the occasion. I know not how the Maha- 
rajah will rehsh so many honours. 

I laughed heartily at Cashmeer, nor did they laugh 
less at Semla, at the grand Oriental penods of General 
Lamarque, about Russia, the Balkan, the Caucasus, 
Persia, China, and the cruel oppression with which the 
“ perfidious islanders" keep down a hundred milhons of 
Indians, ripe for revolt I wish that legal order went 
on as well at Pans as it does from Cape Comorin to 
the peaks of the Himalaya It is enough to make one 
burst with laughter I abandon, without mercy, to the 
ridicule of my English friends, all my countrymen who 
indulge in such folly. I know not whether it is that I 
read these things coolly after a year’s interval , but the 
bulletins of the army in Africa appeared to me quite as 
ludicrous Our soldiers on the Atlas were as go cat as 
Allas himself f f This is Victor Hugo all over I 
believe that now-a-days people laugh heartily at Na- 
poleon’s bulletins, e\ en their happiest claptraps Honour 
to common sense 1 

In one of your last letters, you advise me not to re- 
turn thiough any country at war with France Many 
thanks for the advice it is very well to be prudent 
among the Russians It appears that these scoundrels 
have intercepted some British travellers in Persia, and 
sent them to cool their heels in Siberia Make your- 
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t«lf mj— I ihkll be pnsdent AdinxI Mj* bo»l {> 
mdjr »nd tb« nm tlaklap Fetr not tb»l I iball drown 
myieit I embiuce yon and ay ^ber w^lb all my 
heart. 


TO M JACaUEilONT Tnn ELDOl, r^TllS, 

ml Cir g — r rf tXr 
b C«a«wfr-^BJy 19tA 1t3l 

At length ray dear father I am happy ! I yeaterday 
received yonr letter of the lat and 3rd Nomnber It 
was jnft a year dnce 1 had heard from ycm. Tho eTenti 
of the rerolotloBy with their diven and nnforetfen 
chaneei, filled np thra long iateml and opened my nuod 
to a tbonaand erael aoxletlea, God he prmlaed I*<>and 
^haska to yoot and the chain of friendly hmnda hy raeana 
of which your letter found ma m the depth of theae 
aoiltndeal B( Allard'a noeesen^ tTaveUed a bondred 
and fifty leagnea In nine dayt to bring it to me from 
Lahore. Bot I have rewarded him well for hia dUi 
gence. 1 keep him a day in the midat of the foreata 
in which I am enamped, and where 1 ahall make a halt 
of twenty four honra, to re-pemae yonr letter and tVt 
of Porpbyre, after haring already read them many timea 
nm through the French papeta of Febnnuy which came 
with them from Semla, and reply to ycm both. Bot 
where am I to begin? The emotion of pleaaure which 
I feel u a complete nerroni ferer t — my hand ahakea, 
my thoughti ara in confnilon. Thi* letter of the Itt 
of Nortmber la numbered 20 and I hare not receired 
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your Nos 17, 18, and 19 But M Cordier of Chan- 
dernagore, writes to me that, at intervals of a few days, 
he despatched to me three packets from France before 
this one , and M Allard’s express informs me that 
another messenger less active than himself, is on his 
way to Cashmeer, having left Lahore thirteen days ago 
I have decided that he must he the hearer of these three 
packets from France, mentioned by M. Cordier, and you 
may judge whether this expectation is calculated to 
calm my anxiety 

Age engenders mistrust, if not timidity What I 
most dreaded was, to learn that the pohtical agitations 
of our country had deprived you of your habitual se- 
cunty of mind, to which you owe the happy qmetude 
of your old age I was afraid Porphyre might be ab- 
sent from Pans, and you left alone in your uneasinessi 
But you have removed all my fears , and henceforth I 
shall always think of you with additional happiness. 
My nature has no tendency to hope It is perhaps on 
this account that I enjoy present good more exqmsitely 
When it comes, I have it in all its intensity for in m^ 
dreanos of the future, I have not anticipated its enjoy- 
ment. 

I shall still be badly off with twelve thousand francs 
a year It is less than the pay of an infantry captain 
in India , and I am forced into a number of expenses 
foreign to the wants of an officer. My journeys, and 
my collections, render the necessity of this additional 
expense evident, — especially in the mountains, where 
my caravan cannot move without the help of a great 
number of earners Here, for instance, in excursions 
of a fortnight at a time from Cashmeer, leaving the 


LAJIO&B AKI> CAtllUCXa. 


137 


Iralky put of my btK»g« » tb»t 6Xj %x>& redadng 
the Dombtr of my fcdkrwen m mach as poasible I re- 
(jtriro twenty mne mem ^«t I bare not to tronble 
mywK as In the Company a temtonesr ahont proYidlng 
for the snbaisteiica of thesa people* dot for that of my 
domestia the H^ab does It all I How conld I do It 
myself? I hare more than a bnndrod men in my 
camp< There are some acts of serrlce exceasirely re- 
popnant to the habits of the ^siarifa, whether Ilindooe 
or and which they cannot ho bronght 

to perform, except by the hope of a Tery considerable 
gun — and eren this often fiuU to tempt them. On my 
arriral in Cashmeer 1 tanght two Cashmeerian aerrasti 
to assist me in my xoologrcal pTeparetuma. They 
gained mom at U in a month than they wtmld other* 
wise hare done in a year ; and yet they ham left me. 
One of them was a hanlert>-wben the people saw him 
Idlllog all sorts of animsls, they rose npon him, beat 
him, and brcdu hts gnn. I had thirty of the motineeri 
bastinadoed, and threatened with a more serere ponlahJ 
merit in case of a second oflenc«> My min au not 
beaten again, bnt be became an object of general coni 
tempt and hatred ; and he told me one day that he 
conld no longer follow a craft which rendered bliVi so 
odioQS. The other also resigned. 1 can find none to 
ts^ thdr places. In these baibarous conntries, religioo 
meddles with ererything and Talses a crowd of obstacles 
against the crukeity and ardour of a European trareller 
SDch as you hare no conception crfL 

If M Cordicr n still at Chandemagore, which I think 
probable, I wHl send all my ooBectlons to tirm from 
Dalhi, requesting him- to re-paeic them with 



138 


A JOURNEY IN INDIA, TIBET, 


the attention and care requisite for their voyage hy sea, 
and also to ship them If he is no longer there, I 
know of no one at Calcutta from whom I can request 
such a service AU the men I am acquainted vith 
there are overwhelmed with business I wrote long 
ago to this effect to the Jardin des Plantes, and I hope 
the gentlemen there will yield with a good grace to the 
necessity of waitings 

You ask me what I think of our Indian possessions. 
I have heard that there was a talk of purchasing from 
our Government, Pondichery and our other factories in 
India. The pnce was even stated it was said to he a 
miUion sterling I do not, however, know what steps 
may have been taken to realise this wish of the Com- 
pany Were I to be asked as to the propriety of accept- 
ing such an offer, I should say “ Yes” a thousand times 
Our microscopical estabhshments in India are always 
ridiculous, and a humiliating anomaly in the event of 
war The younger M Desbassyns wishes to give a 
degree of importance to Pondichery which it is not 
capable of acquiring As for the consent of the inhabi- 
tants to the change of sovereignty, the British, if they 
desired the transfer, would purchase it with money. 
Our trade with India, generally ruinous to speculators 
who embark in it, is not capable of much extension. 
The productions we send thither are consumed only by 
the scanty number of inhabitants of European origin 
They consist of Bordeaux wines, silk goods, and Bour- 
bon coffee , and to the latter island most vessels carry 
back rice bought in Bengal. M Desbassyns’ establish- 
ments at Pondicherj must perish, because the British 
provinces have natural advantages which that locality 
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doM iu)t for tbo am« brtncb of iDd(UtT7 Tbej 

hftTo a more fertilQ mbI, a more fenranble climuto, 
cbe&por tebour» end ctpvUl, which Utter we went. 

To wh«t tbsnrd tmle do ycm eHode, mj deu &ther 
when ]rcm tolk aUrat Afghaoa deMoodiog Cath 
tnetr to cooijuer Qensal ? lo the fint pUce, there u 
not t dogle Afghan Uft in Cuhmeert EiuQtot Smg 
drore them cmt twelre jeer* ego, ud H wee no difficoU 
tnV. The Uet Xhig of Cebnl whom 1 tew et Lood 
heeene, Sheh Sboodjeb el Mololc, who u well ec^inelnted 
with bte old tnfalecU, told roe thet with a regunent of 
EngUth Sipaheet, it would be eee; for him to re^potsen 
himtelf of hU erowm And he tpolce the troth. All 
theee ttetiou £gbt hot bttl«> end h^m e greet dUtence 
£re Uar ibot, wUeh kOU nobodjr then run 

•ntf If there b« only e htlle cenlry to orerteke 
them or a enSoent numher to •arroasd them, they ere 
hxtermmeted. Shonld Riu\}eet 8rog thkk he could 
pmdently theeBt hunaelf for eome time &om the Pnnjeh, 
nothing would he eiuder for him then to Te-ctmgner the 
whole of A^hemsten KnnjtoV Sing'e U the only 
power which hes etood with thet of the fintiih. But 
the rapeetire reresBei of the two vtite* will gire yon 
their relatire raeo m ree. Thet of the Company emounts 
to tw«nty-cix milUinu eUrhog that of Ennleet to 
three c and he een only come np to thu emoont by 
exeeMirs texee, wfaidi often tempt bn enh^ect* to piece 
themedree m the power of the Bntkh. The letter 
here nothing to feet from war thiIm it he with the 
Eswnen*. They might cmeh Rmyeet in a couple of 
month*, if they choec. The only intenul danger 
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possible for the British power would be a partial revolt 
of Its native array 

I have but little curiosity to cross a few Persian pro- 
vinces, as I return to Europe I think I can do more 
and better by prolong^ing- my stay in India, and apply- 
ing myself more particularly to the great chain of the 
Himalaya I wish very much that the minister of the 
interior would consent to the plan I have sent him to 
that effect. He has, perhaps, made up his mind by this 
time In a work upon the Himalaya, there would he 
great umty, which would be wanting in my labours, 
were they to embrace, at the same time, a very great 
extent of territory, of which I have crossed only a few 
hues at long intervals To fill up this void I should be 
compelled to borrow from others, and my work would 
therefore want onginahty in many parts 

I told you long ago of my contempt for what is very 
gratuitously termed Indian history Assuredly my 
opinion on this subject could not be changed by the 
traditions preserved m Cashmeer Nevertheless, I am 
havmg a copy made of a somewhat rare book — a very 
modem Persian translation from a Sanscrit text, the 
date of which I do not know, but which I suppose to be 
the same whence Mr Wilson of Calcutta has extracted 
for the Asiatic Researches a list of the Indian Kangs of 
Cashmeer. The Persian translator, who lived a hun- 
dred years ago, has added to the work I shall have an 
almost perfect translation when I leave the country, for 
1 read it with my Mogul secretary as the writer who 
copies it, bnngs me the sheets He explains in Hin- 
dostanee the passages too elaborate for my' comprehen- 
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•t6t) toA Im in h{i Iiwt] wlict) he find* to Artbie 
for be don not DodmUnd Anblc tAy better 
thin I do. llowTTpT tbo book w » wretched rh»peodjr 
DXckeleiB aQ orer and worae ablb 

Ifltm from Tibet mnU bare nodecrlred yen 
Ion; tlon «itb reference to tbe itaie of the popnktion 
amoa; whom I apent the Un aommer The natJrn 
are rety different beyond the SnUcdgie where the inflo 
enee of order exermed by the oel^bbo iit bood of the 
})ntl«b,ba« not yet rracbed them There I* a fctocions 
diipethloB In the SIVhs which I aoreetlmef pertdTe. 

I waa ;ole; aboot the hlgbett monDtaioi Id this 
country a month ago, the two recta of Mimnlroaima, 
mingled in a eery nrvetptal proportton Id Caahmrer were 
ijuarreUing about their religion. The Sikh gnard aent 
to pnt down the qaarret, aet fire to the nty — dhna 
trowing the water for the mIco of fishing in iu The 
two partlee Cnght, IdHed, and bomt ewch other for 
twenty fonr honn U war (ortnnate that 1 hud left a 
atrong guard at home for the plnsderert came bat were 
rtceired aword In hand and repnUed. 1 found erery 
thing at my dwelling aa I bad left it On my amral 
here yeatenUy, the chief of a nngbboanng fortmt, 
who on my paaalng throogb bia temtory bad paid me 
an homUe nait, aent aome Mddiera to me with a moat 
inaolest mesaage He mu) he woold preTriit me from 
going farther I jramedtalely wrote him a threaUnlng 
letter He replied that he was only obeying Rnrueet 
Bing a orderw. For a moment I anapected tho Rajah of 
treachery Nerertheicsa I wrote again telling the chief 
that he waa an impudent bar and that I ahonld demand 
a aigttal rere u ge from Ronjeet Sing To-day, tho 
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wretch cnmc to beg pnrdon ' — yet be perbnps spoke 
tbe truth in designating the Ilnjah ns the author of the 
prohibition \\hich he uished to impose upon me, hut 
he knew that it would be disavowed by the pnnce, and 
that he should he jiunished for his indiscreet zeal. 
Baseness, perfidy, cruelty, and arrogance, arc the pre- 
vailing features in the national character. Notwith- 
standing the reparation that has been made, I have just 
written to the King to have the fellow punished. I 
must not pardon the least want of attention . the impu- 
nity of one would he the signal of a general attack. 
Runjeet continues my friend, at least ostensibly The 
messenger of yesterday brought me another letter from 
him as fnendly as usual This is the third time he has 
written to me since my arrival in Cashraeer I was 
going to demand my passports in spite of all this friend- 
ship, when the excuses of the Governor of Islamabad 
arrived. 

General Cartwright, my host at Delhi last winter, has 
written to me that he shall be summoned to Calcutta 
next winter, to give evidence in a criminal prosecution. 
He 18 a kind and excellent man, and has shown me 
much kindness His absence will not be disadvan- 
tageous to me, as it will allow me to hve with Mr 
WiUiam Fraser dunng my third stay m the old Mogul 
capital My intimacy with Mr Fraser is quite of a 
different nature , — there is a good deal of resemblance 
betw'een us He is my true friend We wished to live 
together , but so long as the good General Cartwright 
was there, there was no thinking about it The general 
would never have forgiven my leaving him He also 
states in his letter that the Commander-in chief and the 
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GoTtrDOr* 5 mml ihink of Irannp SmU Jtrj toon 
1 pMiHl/ tl)erefaro tsi t tU« Ultrr I tbooU 
tfgret U nocht for 1 bure not mrlirtl tbe eml of Ut« 
otilr^tllooi vtudi I with biro to coofrr ojxm rae. If 
roy IUnttlaj^ (mgert f« •pproml of tt P*n*t Lord 
^^'31ulQ hire to ukr tbe Mine %\rji* in tnj faroor 
«itb tbe lUjab of Cattuodoo tbat be did «ttb Honjeet 
In order ibtt the |»nace of Nf|«ni maj" renwre the pro- 
bibHioa «bWb be Uaa Utd epos tbe tnrtilin; of Enro> 
pcant ra b(< domiaiont. Uefore that period comes the 
GoTemor-jeoetal tro|rht to temro the thanka of oar 
nnauter of tbe ioterior for «bat be baa bilberto done 
terard* tbe «ncc«<a of tnj josmej Ilia kiod inten 
Uooa wonld be tboi ilronglf tnpported* and X aball 
bare need of all bU fartrar to {;ud an entianco into 
hepanlt for at tbe other ealwnitj’ of India tbe lUjah 
of CatcBandoo is the pendant to Rnnjeet Slept be {i 
poveffol, and vnrpldosa of tbe Bntbb* Tbe qoickireta 
of mj Tiiit to the one after leanop the dominions of 
tbe other maj' 1 hare no doebt appear nnpnUr to tbe 
Calmtta diplomatltu, «bo are not rtrj bright tbongb 
tbej fanc^ tbemaelree ao clever Tbej will remark 
that socb was not at aU ntj’ psrposo when I left Denga) 
u I then asQoanced tdj lotentum of pro ce eding almoat 
in a direct line to Dombajr I foresaw their ol^ections 
wben 1 wrote mp meraortil to the minister and took 
care to inform Sir C Grey of it. Tba Chief Justice 
baa tberelbre been loop nware of tba alteration in my 
plans and will when neceamry^ maht it known to Sir 
Cbariei Metcalfe 

The Mogul Emperort were gmto stage kings Tbe 
pjonumenU of their grandeur were scarcely anperior to 
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theatrical decorations Akbar, Jehanguire, ShahJeban, 
and Aurung-Zeb, reigned in the seventeenth century. 
They expended immense treasures upon Cashmeer, their 
new conquest Nothing remains of their extravagant 
magnificence, but gignntic trees Their palaces have 
fallen into decay, and are almost everywhere effaced 
Yet the old buildings dedicated to the Indian worship 
are still standing Their number, and the immense 
labour bestowed upon them, bear witness to a very long 
period of indigenous Rajahs before the introduction oi 
Islamisra in the eleventh century 

I have hitherto seen no reason to surrender my own 
experience to the Onental proverb about the beauty of 
the Cashmeenan women , and I despair of ever doing so 
The number of sick who come to me is endless. A 
crowd of poor and diseased people gather round my tent, 
hke a gayer one round our theatres Unfortunately 
almost all are incurable There is bhndness of all de- 
scriptions, and a host of wretches worn down with the 
most dreadful diseases, which they owe to us give 
alms to those whom I cannot reheve with medicine , and 
I denve pleasure from the thought that some do not 
leave me without a feeling of gratitude 

I am sorry that M Cordier of the museum, who has 
so strongly supported my interests, has not found time 
to tell me himself of the new obligations he has con- 
ferred upon me Very shortly I shall wnte to thank 
him, and, at the same time, shall make up for the silence 
which, smce my departure, I blame myself for having 
maintained towards Madame Cordier 

My Calcutta banker has wntten to me lately about 
the annual settlement of our accounts The result is, 
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tbit on tfap 30lh of \prn 1831 he hft4 » hiUncQ in 
mj UrvoT of t«o tlioo^d ilthnodreil rnper* 1 ihill 
not wmnt inr of thi» raonry Wf tte I retorn to Ilnli^h 
Indu, bAtinf ^till lUrot it tnnrh in C*«Iimrer «m o' 
from the Ilijih » ptnmtf. 1 bare moirorpr a nphl t 
depend upon the tnppletnmi of two then and fnnr^ 
from the JinSti for the jnti 1830 and 1831, end b1«o 
four Ihon and frarKt from the interior for those Iwi 
jean. Tbii vonld cuLe a anm total of t«clre tboo 
ttnd franca more than my hauler thinli I hare With 
that, and the tao tlionsanJ elx hnndred ropeea I hate 
at CaJmlta, I can proceed next year in any direction 
ahateTcr My amirition aonld he to bnog liarlnilli 
nt« to Etrmpe the inm for mhicb I am {ndehted to (he 
lUjah lionet that it to ear about fornleen thou<anil 
fraati. Thu I euowder iny oan yroper t y whl(»t I 
loeV Qpon the fund* from the Jardin and the Mini ter 
of the Interior aa hiTiog been placed in my liinda ai i 
atenard, to employ them in the farthmnre of my 
nndcrtalun^ 1 am oldi^ to the Ilajab for ranch 
more than theae fourteen fhtmaand franri; for ilare 
my departure from Lahore the beaty expense of all 
my meani of cooreyance haa been almoal wholly at bu 
cbaTp;e. To thh 1 ooght alio to add tbo vbole expense 
of my anbritence to whkb ho does nut allow me to 
coolnUrte 1 aball hare coten at hu expenie four or hre 
hundred ibeep many tbonaand fowls end many tbinga 
betides ere I get among the DntUh again Do not 
luppose that I am » bit the (alter for iu People do not 
gam dttb at my trade x there are too many fatignea 
attending it. BetUea, my health u not Tcry good ; it 
often expentncei httle dcrangotnenU, which I abonld not 
vou It. L 
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perceive if they came at longer intervals, lint the con- 
stant repetition of them is sometimes annoying I 
suspect that in this European chmate, the absolute and 
lengthened privation of spirituous liquors is prejudicial 
to my stomach , and if my approaching campaign is to 
be carried on in the mountains, I inll try and have, 
every day, a glass of mne to dnnk uith my evening 
meal I shall refresh myself at Kennedy’s at Semla, 
in the month of October or November. 

The cholera, which you mention, is not unknown in 
Cashmeer It has appeared theie twice since the Sikh 
conquest, and the Cashmeerians do not fail to attnbute 
Its importation to their new masters But if this dis- 
ease IS resisted at first, and immediately encountered with 
the violent remedies discovered by experience, it is not 
very dangerous in India You know that the good and 
learned physician, whose friendly advice I received at 
Calcutta, did not let me depart without supplying me 
with those remedies prepared by himself, — the box 
follows me hke my shadow Be easy therefore on this 
score In general do not believe in any disagreeable 
newspaper reports, such as sedition among the troops, 
revolts, wars, contagious disorders, &c &c- these things 
are but little known in the world which I inhabit I 
think a man must be rather stupid to allow himself to 
die at thirty , and I have the vanity to beheve that I 
shall not commit such a piece of foUy for a long time 
to come. I take a close view of the thing, and do not 
act rashly — I am not so careless as all that Porphyre 
confirms what you tell me, and what I very sincerely 
believed without the corroboration of his testimony — 
that your health is excellent. Is not this a time to 



lahoiu!: akd caittucciu 


147 


life when there ts w moch to be eecn? Although 
jon roMj h&re eJceggereted a little the confo^nece of 
the pncdple of fannH>fUlity which 700 find in jour 
experience of hf# that h to nj m the reiy fret of your 
great tge, I think with yon that tbu experience may 
•eiye to redeem a port of lu original cost Cerebral 
acthrity m certainly a prinople of longenty See what 
an age mott men celtbratcd for intellectnal labonn 
hare attained. 

Adienl dear and excellent father 1 \onr letter hu 
reflOTtd to me the tratK^alHity I had loit. I am abont 
to work with an ardour which hea nerer relaxed, and 
with a freedom of tbonght of which I hare for tome 
time been in winL { aball now do orerythiog better 
and quicker Kind regard to all frienda thay will 
nndentand that in a abort halt m the midat of woodi, 
1 can only repeat my grectlnga to them eoIlectiTely 
Adien I I embrace yon with all my heart. 

IttJt Evnhf 

General AHanTa aecond messettger la joat amred 
with an that I vu expecting from yon. 1 hare fifty 
letter! to read for there are a acore from Indio, and all 
rery long ooea — a chamung one from Lady WUliarn 
Bentinck, and one from my friend Colonel Fagan whom 
PoTphyre cannot know withont liking bjtn. 


TO ZOE NOITET DE SAINT PAUL, AERAft 
■i/Mrateu ^ CttAMnr Jniy 90(A 1631 
Tmtexdat after wnbng to yon my dear Zot, I 
recared, with fifty othera at the lame tune, joox long 
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letter written immediately after the revolution, and 
resumed at different intervals It is qnite a volume 
You must feel that it is impossible for me to answer 
every part of it , but it shall remain a couple of months 
in my portfolio I wiU read it over more than once, and 
my thoughts will reply to it, doubt it not, in my soh- 
tary marches, or during my sleepless nights when the 
mountain storm keeps me awake in my tent Permit 
me to tell you only, my good cousin, that you have not 
sufficient confidence in me Open the “ Annuaire du 
Bureau des Longitudes,” where you wiU see, in the 
tables of mortality, that the fatal chances are almost 
null at our age I firmly believe that though I roam 
about the world, I increase them only by an absolutely 
insignificant fraction I was formerly near being 
crushed to death on the Alps, by an avalanche of 
stones , I was also near being drowned in the Niagara, 
and swam dunng a quarter of an hour without any hope 
of reaching the bank , in fine, I have had many other 
naiTow escapes , — but life is made up of such things, 
and we often very closely miss losing it, before we lose 
it in reality I am beginning to compare myself to an 
old china vase, brittle in its nature, and easily broken, 
but hardened by accidents, and accustomed to fall with- 
out breaking Never, therefore, couple gloomy appre- 
hensions with the thought of me You would do much 
better, if you contmue to grant me the favour of thinking 
about me, to try to imagine the beautiful scenery with 
which I am surrounded in this pretended Paradise of India 
You tell me that my friends regret my absence on 
my own account , I have received the same information 
from several* of them, but without understanding what 
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thty »oaU hare Wm of domj; with tnc I 

tbloV ibat if 1 had at 1 »nv I *hca\d not baTe 
mnained a p» ^Tf (pnialor of jhr thrtt grral dayt. 
Sopponin;' 1 hod with hff »hat new cUira 

in my j»rof«tion ahcmU I hare ao^jolird by thr »han} I 
might h»Tr uVen in tho*o mn^ary rrrn* ? None 
^ly friend* know rery wrH ibM I bare no fortonr anil 
that 1 iT^r* ■ profrvtiona) iBcome ahore aJI thiogw 
Nov I uk myaelf and yon, of wbat Dia U a nun Uke 
rao ont of hb riproal ephero? Tbeaniver I coofc^a, 
emharrai^ei me They teU ] iboold bare boon ap' 
pointed s prefect —hat, CDtucvra* of my inaponty to 
fill the office 1 fhoold bare dctllned lU One of my 
fnenda, U ii (me a tdentific man like royaelf, Loidf 
inch an appointment. FormeHy be worked in iron 
bat LU trade ofamltb brvngbl to bia attenbon a mnlti 
tada ofaftin into which be coold not £ul of acipimog 
an iirngUL He bad aUo been mayor of a cmaO com* 
mane and vu ^(e a Mtooa compared to tna. And 
in fact I am told, that, placed as be it in ono of the 
moat delicate of tUoe olEcea, be giro* entire aatiifaction 
to prraons of the moit oppodte pohtict. Dnt doe* not 
diplomacy reqnire acme preparatory ttadie* ? — la there 
not a nmtiDe to be learnt, except indeed in the mom 
derated ttaboa* ? 1 do not think my fncsdi votdd 
erer hare tbongfat of getting me appointed minuter to 
the United Statea. A depatphip then vaa the only 
thing! and all talk to me aboat lU lint thu doc* not 
prorid* one* bread and batter;— «o 1 go on working 
bard and tteadOy dtdog my beat let wbat wiB come 
afrcnrirda. I do not deny that, if an anfore*een cbanca 
called me to the legialatoro, aomo day 1 thoold rejoice 
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at it I will even confess that I liave long wisbed it. 
I think I know how to play, in a public assembly, a part 
which. Without requinng great talents, would elicit 
general assent and esteem, and would perhaps even give 
the actor some influence In friendly tSte-^i-tcte, or in 
very limited circles, I have had the good fortune, more 
than once, to exercise the art of persuasion upon men 
who would not have been supposed to take advice from 
me. Although perhaps peremptory, stiff, and disagree- 
able with strangers, dunng the last years of my stay 
with my father, I was quite different in the outpourings 
of friendship ' It seems that since my voyage to the 
United States, that is to say, since the fatal period 
which I have mentioned, my individuahty has become 
remarkably modified and improved I possess a greater 
stock of benevolence It appears to me that I often 
exercise, towards the indifferent, some of that art of 
indulgence, good-nature, and persuasion, which they 
formerly could not discern m me Art of good-nature 
and indulgence 1 — will you not laugh at the contra- 
diction? But, my dear Zoe, I know many men iij 
whose hearts these feelings hve, and who, notivith- 
standing, have never been able to express them. 
Timidity, false shame, and sometimes vanity, are what 
stops their expression Now I am not timid — perhaps 
even in the opinion of some I am not over-modest, 
though in the sincerity of my heart I feel that I am 
modest, but free from false modesty. The uninter- 
rupted chain of benevolence which I have found to 
guide and support me dunng the last four years, has 
perhaps often been unwittingly linked by myself That 
which I have everywhere found in my very numerous 



LAltOftC AHO CAinMtCfU I5I 

perwnil frf<Tnlibif>s I trrigbt pcrhajH *1« find in public 
inlmonm vitb n pttter nmalxf of men »t tbo ttiso 
time. SluU I tell you ibu 1 often hope to ? 

ATeunhne 1 am endearonruf' to nnrtTfl the con 
fouon ID the rocla of (he tUmaUj*, and to tepmtf 
the troth from their emWptont tmliraonj concmung' 
the rerdatloot that hare u c c u r r o d la thu part of the 
globe I am hkraise detctihiDg new pUntt, and leeV 
ing to diKOTcr the interna) fonn of exKtence of the 
aingnUr nee of men aroimd mer^^vh at lit proper 
time 

I am not wnting to pen in Ragluh from horror of 
the 5011 , whidi I abonld nerertbelm be dbligrd to sae 
on pain of not wnting to yon in Engluh. The rAe« 
ii printed and tong hot narer tpoVen nor arritten No 
reltUeethip nor degree of atta^mest admiU Iti the 
mott tender fklheri the raott impe^oned lorer cft bet 
hamh hat no other form of addmt than yroa A 
mother Mya jraa to the child la the mdle 

The ctndin jon art puranlng wilh in many retpeett) 
giro ytra a mneh more exlentire knowledge of the 
Eoglifh bngntgf than I poaam. ^^T)ra ne meet 1 
hope I thaH he able to terre aa a master to teach yon 
what alone yon could not gnrsa at i I mesn the capn 
oont proDimciition of that Usgnage and perhaps to 
show yon bow to dittisgnub its double Tocahalary the 
one pDt being German or Saxon the other Latin 
Shakipeare niea the former and MBton also. Pope it 
oxclnsirrly Homan j it is the modern tendency All 
Ungnagee are gradoally approximating by becoming 
erery day more and more Latinised. 

Iionr draice of the book which yon are InnabtiBg 
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surprises me Each of Sterne’s thoughts is almost 
aluays an equivocal reticence It is true that in his 
“ Sentimental Journey ” this is always decent “ Tris- 
tram Shandy,” which I however confess to he one of 
my favourite books, is, to my great regret, often very 
coarse The only excuse for these indecencies is per- 
haps their enormity, which renders the idea which they 
convey scarcely comprehensible We men are httle 
affected by these things , social conventions allow us 
to adopt manners so different from those imposed upon 
women 1 We are almost divested of modesty 

I regret the more, now that I know its subject, the 
loss of your letter written during the winter of 1829 
You must begin it over again In respect of thought, 
I do not know you , — let me become frilly acquamted 
with you, and be assured that I shah respect all your 
opinions, however different from my own. Adieu, my 
dear cousin I 


TO M JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS 

Isle of Planes, m the Lake of CasJimeer> 
August 8/A 1831 

My dear Father, — If you could see me to-day, 
you would scarcely recognise me I should perhaps 
appear to you an indolent Asiatic Within the last few 
days, the excessive heat has broken down my European 
energy I have deserted my garden, which is hke a 
hot-house, and am come upon the lake in search of a 
breath of air. But even here, at the foot of the moun- 
tains, the same calm prevails m the atmosphere I 



LAIIOU AHU CAinMCCa. 


159 


nrj India it« hot winds. I had brought mstenals with 
mo for worhingt bat I most fint try to lire which hss 
b«en t Tei 7 Ubonooi task these lest few dsjs. Soch 
orerpowenog hesti tit mo m Casbmeer the^ only 
come when the penodicsl eammer mos entiitly &B 
whidi hss been the esse this year The nren, from 
which the coontij derires its tahsislence, here been 
dry for a month past. This o a pnbho cslsouty The 
people wanted the MoUshs to pray in the most^nei for 
rain but the sky was so anpronusiDg thst the hfoUshSy 
expecting but bttle success from tbete supplicaticms* 
made the Sikh Ooremor for a long time fbrhid thst 
the prsyen ibouli be offered op. Ttesterday seeing 
same stormy dtmds sboat the peak of the monntsins, 
they bsd the probibiUon remotod snd the inhabitants 
of the oonntry hastened from all gnsrtm to a rillagn 
which X can tea from this pWe» snd where they pte< 
tarre a hsir of hlohammeds beard. If there resUr be 
such a thing as &ith, or tme pieiy m the worlds it is 
among the Massulrnsnns t but the poor wretches will 
not reap an ear cf nee the more for it The Demshet, 
who are the least derout of the &ithfah shotild hare 
come to me and conmlted my berometer ss to the pro- 
bable change of weather The threatening clouds of 
yesterdsT dispersed duitog the mght> as I bsd foreseen, 
and whh a sort of Chrutian folly foretold The hot 
weather hss retoraed to tbs sat &ir of the infenul 
regions. 

The water of the lake « so warm that when I plange 
into It I seem to darire no sdrantago from the change 
of elsmenU 1 must remain a considerable tuns in it 
bofijre I feel any coolneaa. The only place fit for bathing 
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IS very deep, and requires the faculty of swimming'. I 
am grown very skilful in that exercise, and can keep it 
np a long time, nevertheless it is labonous in stdl 
water, and when I get into the boat again, my strength 
is scarcely recruited 

The sun has not spared me • with the exception of 
Iny hands and face, which have long been hardened and 
blackened, my whole body is of the bnghtest crimson. 
The friction of the hghtest clothing is torture to me 
I have left off my European dress, and avail myself of 
the conventions of Oriental fashions, which are not 
very troublesome A servant stands near me with a 
huge fan, and, from time to time, administers an arti- 
ficial tempest, which alone makes me feel that life is an 
agreeable thing 

Bernier, whose travels I think you have read, speaks 
of this little island, which is a toy of the Mogul Empe- 
perors It is completely overshadowed by two enormous 
plane trees, the only ones remaining out of four planted 
by Shah Jehan This tells you how small it is The 
palace is nothing but a large hall, open to all the winds 
of heaven when it is their good pleasure to blow. The 
arches are supported by columns — in a fantastic style, 
the spoil of some ancient pagoda Shahhmar, with 
its fine avenue of poplars, stands opposite Nichat 
Bagh, with its fine shady groves, appears hke a large 
black spot at the foot of the yellow-coloured mountains 
Opposite to it IS Saifkan Bagh, now nothing but a 
forest of gigantic planes. The httle mosqlie, to uhich 
the devout Mussulmauns of India and Persia flock to 
adore Ax'! ette Boll, hterally his Excellency the hair of 
their prophet’s beard, shows the gilded pinnacle of its 
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Buntret a proap of the Mine Iciml of iree< In 
Ibfi Lock etohihI b ibe tbnm« of ScJotnon obo ww o 
preot tr»Tell«r tccorJinp to tbo CMbmwttji cbronicle. 

Tbo poQonma mhkh tnntranJn me aJb forth t 
crowd of recollccUon* j — the inhelilinli of Cb^bmeer 
lookapoD It ell thdr lirv^ end (t Rllerutee their niier^ 

1 confai thet I nrn itOl too much of % Eoropeon to 
find esj chum In lU The Ggnm u on OnenUl Und 
•cipe MO jftctarcvjoe from their cottmne hot the 
entire urttem of coorele h tctj proMic. In the different 
r«nki of eocietj’ the extmiel form of toeterul exitt 
encO) rinet u mseh m unoop ns if more fo hat 
ifltemtl life b the atne eTerpwhere There ue letdom 
nny penion^ here to {ire it rtlief \Mlh the couUnt 
teelnticm of tho waaretw their depruhaumi their >m 
poritjr end tbdr plorahtj loTe u rve m mej* 
eMQj* nppote Frieodehip useop Vrothm ii ecireelj 
lento the respect doQ from the jotTDprr to the elder 
diedoi to ftmilkr • feelinp Violent hetred teldom 
prodoeei uiptbiog hot depredlag cnmet; end unce the 
introduction of ItUmbm I do not behere tint the 
Toormli of the people Inre orer differed much firom whtt 
ihejuentpretenU Withui mortb cTettelnititutiou 
but the Korun b eary different from the Gotpelv- -it b 
the hook of generui bv Wlnt nnutiom ronld monb 
undergo uhtn modelled upon tim immutable Uw ? 

I huTe jurt made u eery exlruordlnary dbcoreryi 
I am thirty ycurt of uge to^y I The Anunain rf« 
Dttrttn del Len^udet luforms ni that it b proLably 
half the jonmey of life t yet it teemt u if I were horn 
hutyeiterday undthete thirty Tcun which hare tlljyed 
away appeu u hut a drcaml After ah at nothing it 
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certain but consciousness, all the rest may perhaps be 
nothing but a dream I do not suppose that the “ Real 
Essences " will prove the contrary. I keep to this idea 
in the hope that the future will be a reahty, and 
evolve with less speed 

Were it only to afford you pleasure, I would not 
always remain a bachelor 1 subscnbe to the perfect 
wisdom of what you wrote to me on the subject in one 
of your last letters Lucilius did not receive more phi- 
losophical advice But philosophy has httle to do with 
the matter , it is not the suflScient reason of the affair. 
Matrimony is a lottery which does not admit of moderate 
stakes I have at least this conviction, that the hap- 
piness or nusery of the rest of my hfe wdl depend upon 
It, — and I am not naturally a gamester I Shall I, when 
I return to France, still retam the faculty of losing my 
senses ?— and my losing my own senses is not all — it is 
not even half of the miracle to be performed I shall 
have to inspire another with "the same madness , — and 
what talisman shall I bring back with me from Asia to 
work this charm ? I shall return to you tolerably worn 
out for my thirty odd years, without personal attractions, 
or youth in manners or mind I ask you who would 
notice me ? Certainly, a man at my age has left behind 
him more than half his chances of pleasing Our cus- 
toms do not allow that degree of farmlianty amongyoung 
people which alone could make me knowm and enable 
me to inspire a deep attachment In the world, as seen 
by young ladies, what can they perceive either in the men 
who pass before them, or even in those who are pointed 
out to them ? Again, here am I thirty years of age, 
without ever havmg yet discovered a girl who was not a 
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mere cWld I »m fraterntlly ewn patorntlly dupoted 
tiMr»rf» them — m tbort ertrTiWng which I ihonld not 
bn. They hare alwaya retorned thu fcelinf I The 
yoting: Enghih lady who»n fata intrrwtrd you for • 
moToent hu written to me nnee the left Indio. All 
her letters ere qmte fiUaL At Calcnlle the eaw me 
exclorirely m her father » rampanT whtlit e number 
of yoTinp inon tome howerer aot to yonog as roytelC 
ocouiontTly partook of the faoapitmbty of her &mjly 
She bat taken me at my word. Hare I grown younger 
fluco? 

The ftirett way to grre a teal exiitence to yourcattlca 
in the air would bo to carry off from Caihmeor one 
of those beenbet aakl to b« to common m Mohem- 
medan famHiea of rank. U weraM be no diiBcnlt matter 
to negDoate ncU a thing Dot yon wcmld £nd yoor 
dtoghterHO U« to ungnl&r an aoisol m ercry rerpe c t 
that yon would toon make a present of bar to the Jtidin 
det FUntet, where 1 tdmit that the wonld he much 
more in htr place than with yon. There i^a deeper 
tinge In the women here, than in the St. Domingo 
half-CMtet Yon might aay that beyond e certain limit 
there eonld be no coqndry m being brown j — but 
tnch It not the opinion In Cathmeer for the dukett 
blacken one half of their &cet and bedaub the other 
with white red, and yellow I b^ pardon of the fine 
ladiet of tbe^Teet, butthltbodenblng nrery becoming 
ft giret the eyet an expreacion which jnatifiet all the 
good and bed rmea of the Arabian and Peraian poets, 
npon the eyet of their mutrettee. 

A gentle breoxe u riting and the ran ii jort tetting 
behind the mountains. Adieu then my dear fiither 
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for this IS the hour of 1117 dehverance I shall throw 
myself into the water, which will certainly 'he a very 
poetical act in the enchanted lake of Cashmeer. But when 
will the time come when I can bathe in prose in the 
Seine at Pans ? My escort suffer from the heat a great 
deal more than I do As they lie on the turf at the 
edge of the lake, they look like fish out of water They 
curse with all their heart the httle strength I have left. 
As they are no flatterers, my Sikh officer wfll tell me 
that I am no less Secunder-Beg than an Aflatoune , and 
the intelligent Mogul who acts as my secretary and 
cicerone, wiU exclaim, “ God is great,'' and that I am 
Rustum 

Closed on the 16th of August, as I am mounting my 
horse for my last excursion into Cashmeer This will 
occupy five and twenty days I have only time to em- 
brace you and Porphyre 


TO M PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS 

Camp xn the desert mountains which divide Cashmeer 
from Tibet, August 26th 1831 

The wind blows ftinously, my dear Porphyre , and 
it will blow much harder to morrow on the heights I 
am going to visit The cold seizes me here by the feet, 
at night, as it did last year in Kanawer, and keeps me 
awake in bed to philosophise upon the atmosphenc 
tides of lofty mountain chains To-mght I was indulging 
in other reflections , I was thinking about the possibility 
of a visit of Little Tibetans, who sometimes come a 
distance of a hundred leagues to plunder a caravan or a 
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ptllry THUge wiying off imh^ women, »i>d chlHren. 
Howerer I mq well gn&nlei! The chief of tbU r&Uey 
whicii IS abont twentjr leagues long hu left hn autle 
to accompesf me, tod fata caralcade iocretfet mioe eon 
ndenhl/ lit ia « poor dariU neulj iUrred to detlh 
by iheextortloM of ibe Victrojt of Caabmetr \\ ben 
h« n hud preued bt tometlroet rthtls aod wnget war 
against Rnojett Sing boUingont for tuc montht toge> 
tber with bis two bnndrod nutchloclu, against tbo 
whole Sikh army t did bim the bemonr of paying him 
ft not, doling wbidi 1 condescended to drink ft enp of 
tea whilst he diced with my dccrone and Kfogn! Uc 
totmo, and the 'MaualmaaQ comtnaeder of my escort of 
laacen. In bonotrr of me be is turning bis country 
topiy tarry He has sent Us army to campaign in Use 
forests, &nd I hope they will faring me some game for 
the Musemm AH (bts courtesy it hiteresledi it H not 
from pure We of my Platonic and Somatic wisdom 
for my fnend Rossoul Mallick hopes tbroogb my inffn 
coce with Rnnjeet to get released from tome heary 
arrears dne to the treasury of Lahore— nowi vt rr mu 
All the people iu this country are not Neol Slugs* For 
instance, my fnond the taint at Casbmeer Mohammed 
Shah Sablfa, being iofonned of the plan of my oxenmon, 
sent one of bis deputy enfots to Roasoul Malhck to act 
as my ijuarteNmaster ; and the good natured man who 
dots not know how cold it Is here sends me water melons 
to re&tshjna. A good botUe of wina would be much 
more seasonable. After all, the bquid crystal of the 
fountain is but a stupid drink. 1 shall need a great 
deal of virtue not to get tipsy like the Eugllsh whan 1 
am Kennedy i guest agrin. Tea comas to Cuhmaer by 
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caravans, across Chinese Tartary and Tibet I know 
not why the caravan tea has any reputation with us , 
here it is absolutely destitute of fragrance, and is pre- 
pared for drinking, with milk, butter, salt, and an 
alkaline salt of a bitter taste All this produces a muddy 
reddish liquid of extraordinary flavour, execrable accord- 
ing to some, and decidedly agreeable according to others 
I am of the latter opinion In Kanauer, it is made 
in another way after the tea is boiled an hour or two, 
the water is thrown away, and the leaves are dressed 
with rancid butter, flour, and minced goats’ flesh. This 
makes a detestable ragout, which they call tea. I make 
imne according to the paternal custom , that is to say, 
hot water and sugar without any milk , and after taking 
it, I stretch myself on my bed It throws me into a 
perspiration, dunng which I quickly fall asleep My 
Cashmeenan cow ta, which is a very bad conductor of 
caloric, preserves till two or three in the mormng that 
with which I thus charge myself in the evening This 
courta would be a riddle to you, if I did not tell you 
that it 18 a very thick Cashmeenan robe, a present from 
Mahomtned Shah Sahib I have hkewise discovered 
that a soft shawl, wrapped round my head and neck, is 
far more comfortable than my round English felt hat 
and black silk cravat , and I allow myself this comfort, 
which cost sme nothing, for I have a great number of 
Shawls 

If our friends could get M Allard’s silver cross 
changed into a gold one, I believe this distinction would 
make me perfectly happy I thiuk a reward due to 
those who, at a distance from Europe, have borne the 
name of Frenchmen with honour I shall write soon to 
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that effect to the proper quarter HU name i« ronw 
tKmed with mpect thrmigbout the whole of Bntiih 
India, md in tha coontir he geU what u better than 
r«pect there la hot one rtnc© with regard to hia joatice 
and hmnanitj aa well aa hU wUdom If we could be 
the instrament of the reward of hia aemcea in the 
Punjab, we ah cmld thna In aome degree acquit the ohbga 
tion which he hu impoted npon me. Do yon think it 
diScnit to conrert a knight of the legion of hononr 
into an officer of the aame order for certain reaaons that 
might be adduced*? Adieu for to-day I embrace 
yon. It n mght, and dinner time. The people at 
Semla are perhapa at tbia moment dnnkiog my health 
for the EngUah take care of their ahaent fnenda tn that 
way or rather take care of themaelTwa under the pretence 
of abaent fnenda. Woe to thoae who, like myi^f bare 
nothing hot tprug water to return the compliment f 
Adieu again, my dear brother I embrace you with all 
my heart. 

S^Kperc, VtBff C uiM tir 8tfUwi>*T UC. 

Here I am returned £rom the monntaina, in erary 
leapect delighted with my excnmon : — so 1 mn*t az 
cept the ttonea. It n a deril of a job lometimea to 
dntiogmih between pnmary and tecondary luneatonee i 
I bare here and there aome douhta about them* But 1 
hare brought aome new planta, and, what U of more 
conaeqnence, two new animalt, or at least one ; and thia 
Utter is a rery respectable quadruped a apeciea of 
marmot. My fnend Boaaoul Malhekt tub-bnganda, 

IL Allnd vss n offlcar of die of toean, 

Kovmbw5lk. IBSi-i—ba. 
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broug'ht me a bear and a species of chamois, the latter 
perhaps new, but the rogues, in spite of my strongest 
injunctions, had so mutilated the animals that I could 
make nothing of them. As I was in a discovering v ein, 
I found out a lake here ivhich nobody has spoken of, 
and which is the lake of lakes in Cashraeer, being the 
only deep one I am encamped on its strand I had 
splendid weather when I wanted it — that is to say, when 
I was in the midst of my excursion at the highest point 
of the rivers Hydaspes and Indus, between Cashmeer 
and Tibet Rossoul Mallick has shown me great kind- 
ness throughout , and I have repaid him with good 
advice about his eating opium like bread, as he does 
This morning a letter came from the excellent M 
Allard He announces that the interview between Run- 
jeet Sing and Loid WiDiam Bentmck wiU take place 
upon the left bank of the Sutledge, in a little Sikh 
distnct under the Rajah’s domination He tells me 
likewise that the Rajah has expressed a msh to see me, 
to converse about the atmosphere, water, and soil of 
Cashmeer, and other things besides This he states in 
d manner which does not allow me to decline a second 
visit to Lahore or Umbntsir He adds that if this cir- 
cuit thwarts my mountain projects, it is also necessary 
for their accomplishment The country of Koolloo, 
through which I wish to enter the British Himalaya, is 
difficult of access , it wiU therefore be useful for me to 
go to court and acquire a fresh stock of influence, so 
that I may travel with facility “ Moreover,” adds M 
Allard, “ the Rajah no doubt intends to fill your pockets 
as he has done your strong box ” I have therefore 
just written to the King to tell him that I am now 
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curjisg on mj Ust csmpti^ in the sioxuiUinSf which 
will be terminated m about tweWe dap, and that in ten or 
twelre more I thall leare thU ctmntrj to appear in hii 
tublime pretence according to hit detire. 1 iball present 
him with a map, which I bare drawn up from numeront 
beermgt taken with the compata, and laid down upon a 
lar|^ tcale, with the naroes of the placea in Fertian 
characters, and the mountaina in honxontal projection 
to that he maj’ nndentaod them} and I tnut that mjr 
second Ybit to Ihn singular peiaonage will not be less 
agreeable than the first, without spcakiDg of pum or 
pocket. 

After aB ercrythiag Is for the beat in this best of 
possible sroAda. ^Vhh my mlneraU, plants, beasts and 
fishes, I should not be able to xlg sag along the Hlma 
laja as far as the Sotledge. I shall leare these things 
at Jnmmoci, the capital of my ftiend Golah Sing who 
has jut written to me. The road from hence across 
the meuntaiu is tolerably good — 1 mean for pedestnau 
and horses. At Jommoo I shall find my tent which 
thanks to ^L Allard, and the Hajah s camels, has been 
sent from Ixtodbeeana. At this period the Ilajah will 
probably be at Umbnt^r I shall stay at Jnmmoo six 
or seren days, and shall donbtlets not quit Umbntsir 
until the Ilajah sets out on his journey to the Satledge. 
1 shall escort my preciou baggage so fiir and then 
leare the care of its eonreyance u far u Loodheeana, to 
M. Allsrd and the Ilajah s camels. Equipping myself 
lightly I shall tgain enter the mountains near Mnndis 
(Mundeenugur) where there are some salt mines which 
I am rery desirous of teelug I shall take care to aroid 
a district situated betwesn Jummoo and that prunnee 


u2 
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in which vast forests of bamboo cause dreadful fevers 
after the autumn The lower region of the mountains 
which I wish to visit on leaving Urabritsir, will not be 
too cold m the month of November. On the first of 
December I shall certainly cross the Sutledge I have 
no time to write to my father I am ivriting to you 
between a basket of grapes ns large as those of the Land 
pf Promise, and some excellent pears. I am, moreover^ 
in perfect health. Adieu, my dear friend, I embrace 
and love you with all my heart My next will, no 
doubt, be either from Lahore or from Umbritsir 


TO M JACOUEMONT, THE ELDER, PARIS 

Pergunndh %n Canmeradge, m the mountains of Cashmeer, on 
the banks of the PohuT., Sept 6ih 1831 {forwarded from 
Sopur (Sampore) Sept lltA 1831) 

My DEAR Father, — A few days since, I wrote to 
Porphyre, on my return from the mountains, through 
which it IS necessary to pass in going from this country 
to Ladak , and if my letter proceeds safely through the 
hands of ^ * (but the list would be too long, so I 

wiU omit it,) and if on reaching Chandemagore it finds 
a ship ready to sail for France, you wdl already know 
when you receive this that I have had every reason to 
be satisfied with the commencement of my last excur- 
sion in Cashmeer Since then, I have had additional 
zoological good fortune, followed it is true by reverses 
of the same species Rossoul Mallick, feithful to his 
promise, turned his mountains and glaciers upside down 
to find animals for me, and his Afghan greybeards have 
sereral times followed me into the plains to brmg me in 
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their gime cotttuting of monitnms beort, and Utterljr 
of an apparenUf new ipedei of panther A jonmey 
of twenty leegnet under the tun In tho tlurtr fourth 
degroe of Utitude* unfortanately rendered tbii gamo 
to high that, af^er infinite troohle to mohe tomething 
of It, I was ohbged, not without concdeiable regret, to 
throw it all away Thus, 1 bare misspont much time 
and money The cause of this it, first the distance be- 
tween the different pUcea next, tho tun; and lastly 
the ram which Is taking xtt rerenge for the unnsoal 
dryneu of the tummer at the expense of tho beauty of 
the autumn 

From Sa&pore, where I arus encamped when I closed 
toy letter to Porpbyre, I went to the extremity of lake 
VooUer or Odler at DondApore. \VhlDe 1 was there 
dltsecting large birds, beasts, and fishes, 1 was Informed 
of the amvil in my camp of a rakeel or messenger from 
the King of lattle iLlbot, also of a neighbouring moun 
tun duef^ at open nr nth the Gorernor of Casbmeer 
The former I was told brought my lordship presents 
from the King bis master the latter came only to pay 
bu respects ~he bad two hundred mountaineers with 
him, which much displeased me. Nerertheless, I put a 
good face upon the matter and commanded them to 
wait at a distance until I was ready to grant an andience 
to the Thner from Tibet, and to the Cashmeerian chief 
Hanng resumed my European dress, and majestically 
seated mytelf in my chair under a sort of canopy bastfly 
set up, mat* were stretched ujion the ground, and near 
me a pririleged carpet. My people formed a hne on 
either tide, most of them so ragged that you nerer saw 
the like m the rtreets of Patta and Fhen I was satisfied 
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■With the arrangement of my court, the INIussulmatm 
officer of my court went in quest of the Tibetan Vizier 
In figure and costume this plempotentiary -was a common- 
place melo-dramatic brigand He repaid me all the 
salaams which I formerly made to the Great Mogul, 
and presented on his knees the King's letter, written in 
Persian, and filled "with roses, narcissuses, and bas3, in 
perpetual bloom in the garden of his friendship for me, 
which occupied the whole of his Majesty’s heart Ahmed 
Shah had received my reply to his first communication ; 
he now -wrote to me that, in order to please me, he had 
ordered a general battue throughout his mountains , and 
that, notwithstandmg the season being so unfavourable 
to hunting, forty-two animals had been taken ahve, but 
most of them wounded , bat that all had died a few days 
after their capture, with the exception of the two which 
he sent me His letter enumerated the articles which 
be offered me under the title of a khclai or di ess o f 
honour. This dress, consisted of three laige lumps of 
rock crystal, eight immense sacks of dried fruit, two 
yoxmg hve antelopes, and a piece of the stuff in which 
his Tibetan Majesty is himself clad, made of the tender 
hair of this species of antelope. He described his envoj 
as having been for thirty years his Vizier, his confidant, 
and a second himself. Aga Sheragh All Sba * (for I 
would not refuse this singular diplomatic personage any 
of his titles) was not long in informing me that a confi- 
dential mission had been intrusted to him , and as he 
saw that I was surrounded by spies, he told me that he 
■wished to consult me about a complaint of the Rajah’s, 

j • Act, chief, Shcnijh, torch , Ali, rublimc , Shah, Eng, in Pcnian 
— .Vp.V the Author. 
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I "begged him to ttnte the c*»e at otjco ho replied th»t 
the diveate of a niloro to be mentioned only in 
priTate. Thu nanmUTre to get nd of *11 the witne»*« 
to our convemticm irei not h*dly IroagineA. Dirt when 
he came to acqmt himtelf of hu minion be btd eaten 
fo large a quantity of oplnm, that he eonld tell roe 
nothing bnt that hu maater w*» pasaJonately in lore 
with the Bntuh (whom be ha* netcr aetn, and who are 
at a dutance of three hundred leagnea from hu paltry 
domimoni)» and that he w*a their mott obedient aerrent, 
hu conntry them, and *o forth. 1 rejdied that I fait a 
atroDg mclroation for Ahmed Shah, and that with all 
the tnhpa, naitawMea, end hnnthea of Ttaca in the 
world, 1 we* hu Taultenhle friend 

Two men of the Amhuaedor • note had been froxen 
to death donog the journey another bad hu arm 
broken and a hoiM had fdlen down a precipice Bat 
Sheragh Ali Shah felt ao much rerlnfied by the ann 
ahme of roy preaence a* to hare no doubt that had he 
hut bronghl hu dead with him 1 ahonld hare railed 
them In &ct he gare me local character to my heart a 
content. 

The Caahmeerian dilefrain waa next mtrodneed. Ha 
wta a man ahoot roy own age, rery handaome, and with 
a rery mild though haogfaty countenance I ihould 
haro lored him with all my heart, but for th* two 
hundred vagabond* by whom he was attended. How 
aver in tpite of thu appendage to hu person he 
pleaaed me much From motires of prudence, I aocm 
let him know my kind lotentiona towards him. I told 
him that I wi* a friend of the oppreaaed and * promoter 
of peace that I deplored tha state of war and perpe-. 
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tual uneasiness in ivbicli lie liv^ed , and that if lie would 
promise hencefoith to remain at peace, I would begf 
Runjeet Sing to liberate his wife and his daughter, who 
were captives at Cashmeer He stated his misfortunes 
to me in full , they affected me much, and I certainly 
will keep my word when I see Runjeet Sing again 
But I am convinced that the best way for him to have 
' obtained the freedom of his wife and daughtei, would have 
been to have carried me prisoner into the mountains 
I consider it an act of very great kindness on his part 
that he left me to be the uncertain instrument of their 
freedom, instead of making me the assured pledge of it, 
as he might have done My design at first was to 
have visited his mountains, but I judged it imprudent 
to prolong the proof of his justice , and I yesterday 
determined upon continuing my journey round the lake, 
without entenng the valleys which extend to it from 
the mountains. Dellavur Malhck (that is my new 
friend's name) accompanied me to the bank of a wide 
torrent which forms the boundary of his contested 
dominions. In my anxiety for his safety, I should 
not have allowed him to come further, and was about 
to prohibit his doing so, when he dismounted to take 
leave of me He told me, smiling, that there u ere no 
guns truer, nor of longer range, than those of two 
mountaineers who always marched by his side , nor was 
there a sharper sword or swifter horse than his own. I 
shall never forget his countenance it was so hand- 
some, good, and picturesque Waltei Scott could not 
imagine any thing better 

As for Aga Sheragh Ah Shah, he is not at all like a 
hero of romance , but he is an adventurer, whose stones 
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mnld be »ttn»uig if the fooic* of opJDTO did not ohtenre 
them to much lie u • nahra of BomUy, no donht 
ofPanee de*cent{ for he »* fc Sbetrah in Tehjion, ba» 
' a white eWo and U of low estiaetJoo lodlan 

aerrasti bare found out that he wai fonnerlj of their own 
condrtiem After haTing tbenged hU tnanf tlnvca^ and 
traToUed from Peraiu to Chine* be wee rtUiurd is Lhtle 
Tlhet bj* the preecnt Ilajah,wbo bu actnllj made him 
hit farounteoad minister He it well known at Canh 
mttr at the principal pertonage in that coonti 7 i aad 
moreorer at a Tery good man Imt too much of » but^ 
bodf The imlindool £rtt tent I 7 Abmed Sbah came 
Lack: with Sbengh All, whote head mrenl be it. Thrt 
man a mfioitelj better adapted for diplomatic craft than 
hia matter and 1 tbok the Utjah u&I;r ^ Incom 
parable Aga Sberagb Ab Sbib to do me bononr and 
add more lottre to bU mlttioo and that b>auim Khan 
the terront, win coma and make bu report when he 
percdTCi me alone; for Um momlog, oa be wat walk 
log near my hotite« be tbowed me id the tcabbord of hit 
tword a email comer of a letter folded after the fiubion 
of Ahmed Shah t diplomatic dctpalcbrt. 

It It uDpooihle for me to comprehend what tbeie 
people want with the Bntiib* wbote agent they en 
dently peraift in contUenng me. Ahmed it 

unique in bit way — a (laltem* though not a atuen 
King He ii*rery much belored by bit tobjeett, and 
dreaded by hu neigbboara. Ho freed blmtelf toioe 
yean ago from a land of tnTrnte (almott nominal it ia 
true) which Little Tibet nacd to pay to China- Hu 
porerty and tbe bonible raountaina which diride bit 
country from Catbmeer» tccoiro him completely from 
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tbe ambition of Runjeet Sing- After all, in spite of 
my diplomatic genius, I cannot mabe out wbat b^ 
wants I Meanwhile, tbe individuals composing bi^ 
embassy gallop or run among my suite, and have alread/ 
learnt to gather plants and collect insects But wbetbe*’ 
the secret mission of tbe embassy is fulfilled or not’' 
when the horseman amves from Casbmeer, whither ^ 
have sent him for three hundred rupees, the suhhmP 
torch of the Little Tibetan empire will receive hiP 
present and dismissal at the same time I have already 
rephed to Ahmed Shah,> repaying him with interest, ii^ 
his own coin, and with all the flowers in his garden o^ 
friendship I am now going to wnte to Runjeet Sing 
to inform him of all , because, if he gets into an iR'' 
humour ivith Ahmed Shah, he has absolutely no mean? 
of injuring him I shall not, either, conceal anything 
from Lord William Bentmck, because I am convincer 


that the pohtical character ridiculously assumed by Mr 
Moorcroft m these regions, where he secretly gave ou^ 
that he was the precursor of British conquest, has bee^ 
loudly and sincerely disavowed by the British Govern^ 
ment Ahmed Shah, who reigns after the devil’s ow|^ 
fashion, knows nothing of this denial There can be n® 
doubt that Mr Moorcroft made direct overtures to bin!’ 


and now he persists in believing me an Englishman, an''^’ 
that, like Mr Moorcroft, I have other objects of cund" 
sity besides the minerals and animals of his countr/* 
Mr Moorcroft’s conduct was highly reprehensible li® 
brought a slur upon British honour among the Asiatic^ 
For my own part, as I am perfectly innocent 
Ahmed Shah’s mistake, and as I at first did all 
could to clear it up, I am easily consoled for his nd*” 
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vUfalnj; to b« QntlwiTrd, rinco iritfaoat it hts woa14 not 
hare acictl u mj zoologtcml eexilurf Hit Iam|>t of 
crpUl hare no taenUfic raloet tot in Ca^Urnter they 
raaVe raiei of tt rery nrach rtteemed in the Eatti and 
I hope to talce coS'ee with yon ont of hn Little Tibetan 
Majetty t enpe I am haring an immento dm^n^ 
pnrn made of hit rojal itofl, which po«te«»e« a toftoett 
reiy topenor to that of the Caahmeer ihawL In tbit 
I abali do honour to Ahmed Shall a munificence and in 
it you will talk exccBent nctaphpica in winter -^for I 
intend it for you ou my returm 1 ahall haro one led 
le<« admlrahly beautiful hot inch a< no natural or room! 
phlloeopher erer wore it b a pment from my friend 
Mohammed Shah the aalnl of Caihmeer 1 re^t 
that 1 caoDot keep for you one of the vatka of dned 
aprieolt from Ahmed Shah a ^rdem It u a pity to lee 
them deroured by my people whoiajawa are htUo used 
to tuch arudcf They aro ex^iiile All thia vOl 
cost me twenty fire louti for an otlt^lo present to the 
Ambaxmdori but I ihaD not repel them if my two 
animali, which are rery younf bre lonp enouph deuriy 
to show the character of their t 3 >edea After all* I bare 
hitherto been playing' upon relret, for I hare more than 
a hundred louia left out of Ronjeet Sing a mpc« 

U would be absolutely imponible for a European 
with my pumuti to trarel in tbU country under any 
other conditions than those with which 1 entered it 
I remember certain adnee kindlr pren to me by people 
who bad seen a little eomer of the East. Isotbing was 
easier according to them, than to cross tha whole of 
Asia with beary baggage They talked about cararana 
of marchants, and such thbga — but it is all para fudge. 
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Merchants, it is true, go almost every where , from 
Cashmeer to Teheran, and even to Mashed, they go 
through Lahore, Delhi, Bombay, Bushir, Shiraz, &c &c , 
without passing through Cabuhstan, and for a very good 
reason The petty eastern despots use a sort of discre- 
tion in robbing these merchants, because they shall see 
them again If some of the profits of their trading are 
left to them, they become to the chieft through whose 
temtones they pass, hke the miser’s goose that laid 
golden eggs , and few are fools enough to kill it But 
he who passes without intending to return, is stnpped 
to his last rag , and European travellers of course can 
claim no exclusive privileges They have but two alter- 
natives either to travel as beggars, like M. Alexander 
Csoma de Koros, in the dress of the country they are 
traversing, or else to he attended by a respectable force, 
or to obtain the credit of having one when they cannot m 
reality obtain it Now, I started on horseback from 
Calcutta in the evening of the 20th of November 1829, 
without the slightest immediate protection , at Hoogly, 
two stages forward, I obtained a sort of janissary, 
whose place was supphed at Burdwan by a corporal and 
four men I was quite a snow-ball tdl I arrived on the 
banks of the Sutledge with a seijeant and twelve men, 
where I found fifty in readmess to receive me Although, 
since that time, I have always had nearly the same 
number, it has sometimes been too little, and would 
have been so everywhere but for the long arms of 
the powers whose friend I am beheved to he There 
has been, however, more luck than address in my 
ambulating fortunes For instance, had not chance 
brought to my camp at the same tune, a few days ago. 
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both tbf Kinp of Lltllt Tibet « cntor md tbe moant*id 
cblef of vham I birr ipoVcn the UuerwoaM pndxv* 
blj birr eubcr plnnJcrrd or carried me off privjoer 
Ilat Id throrrinu off the Jt»k« of Ca^hmw he Uib 
become the r%% al of Ahmed Shih t he could not there* 
fore Tcnlore to injarr mo before the fico of tbit 
Ponce • minuter To po farther backr— the excellent 
M AlUrd, heannp of me tent mo offm of im-iro ill 
the waj from Lihora to the frontim of Chmi. ith 
oat him I ihoold nerer bare come hither iltbonph 
aithont Lord \\ ilium it wonld hire been eqinllj 
impo«iible "Nljr laceMu repaired a connected lenea of 
Ida of landnent and one of them ttu prodneed bj 
mere chance 

Jaslica in one who baa iwwer to he oiyuft ia a 
miracle in theae repontr^^t fint it k a nddle to the 
inbalritantc, hot thej are not loop in aolrinp and appre* 
eiatinp iu Thronphout the whole riceroymlir of Ca<h 
roeer them ii no tribonal toaettle pcirite dupntea upon 
a haaia of e^aitj For i month po«t people hire come 
and from a diitance too, to bep me to he their arbi 
tratOT They talk of mr arfoWif^ (jn^llce), which 
plea^ roe infinitelT With reapect to wisdom you 
miMt know that I hare had promotion IlnDject now 
calla me Antittiiln in addition to my old titlea of 
Aflatoon and Bocrat (Socralea) 

My health hat been perfect for the Utt two monthi- 
1 am ttUI at thin as erer hot am more hardy and tonph 
Aa a proof of atrrnplh 1 con tell yon that I hare aereril 
timet twam an boar and half in atill water witboot 
reatinp and without Eitlpne. I think I could keep np 
thu exereiM dmiop four or fire hoara. Thu u a great ' 
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deal more tban Leander did I do not yet know how 
to set about breaking five hundred beads with an ass’s 
jaw-bone , but the secret of my strength is the same as 
Samson’s Who would here cut the fatal lock from my 
head? I should bke to see a chorus of Cashmeenan 
women dwelling in the country, make their entrance 
on the stage of one of our theatres, before lovers of 
Exotics. Night IS coming on, and my servant has put 
in his claim for half of my table (which is very small) 
to place my frugal dinner upon Adieu, then — ^while 
writing so familiarly to you about such trifles, I seem 
only to be separated from you by the bndges , and this 
IS a delightful illusion which gives all the serenity of 
mind necessary for serious occupation. Adieu, once 
more, adieu ! 

I 

JBaramoola, Sth tn momvig 

Autumn is come with its chilly nights and cold 
mommgs It is the same as ours in favourable seasons, 
except the sun, which, in the middle of the day, is 
much hotter, and stiU nearly vertical Yesterday even- 
ing, I dismissed the Vizier, who is gone back to Little 
Tibet with all his suite Immediately after his departure 
I wrote a long letter to Runjeet Sing, giving him an 
account of the circumstance I think my letter will 
amuse him , at all events, I am sure that at least a 
portion of its contents wdl be very much to his taste 

I had forgotten until now to acknowledge the receipt 
of young Robinet’s note I received it at the source 
of the Hydaspes seven weeks ago It has given me a 
very high opinion of the young man But what is to 
be done ivith him here I could not however be a bit 
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tdore ttiefal to blm at C&lentU. I know few b«IoBg1n^ 
to ihti comm«rml arctt* of that prcot Qtj : being 
itnctly ipetkxng, tctjnaiotcd only with Mr Jainc* 
Calder a nch Scotch merchant deroted to the tctencei. 
The commerml honaet of the others are conititQted 
like his. The derka in them destined to me are 
nephews or comlm sent for from Enrope when rery 
yxmng that u to say at aiEteen or eighteen The 
others aronatire Hindoos orPonngnese a mixed breed 
between the old Portognese conqnenm and tho Indians. 
AD children boro m India of Eoropeant in easy drenra 
stances are sent at six or aeren years of age, to England 
for odacation Thero la only one Frenth bonso at Cal 
entta, that of M Bonaffd ; and this the EngDib look 
npon u nothing it being of Tery small importance I 
know no example of a Frenebman haring made a fortone 
in India by the means Intended to be pnrsned by M 
Rohinet A certain number bare como to Calentta 
with a small renture m goods, and perbape with some 
honesty AAer hanng been nnned by bankroptcy 
robbery or a law^snlt, they arc detained in India by the 
impoasibility of paying for their paaaage to Enrope- 
Thoy lira npon the profits of a small clandestino and 
fraudulent brokerage I know of tbar existence only 
from their names appeanog In the police reports, which 
are inserted in the newspapers. 1 should therefore 
adnse the young gentleman not to think any more of 
this country Ilsneg been consulted fitrm Calcutta by 
a young French phynctan, recommended to me by M 
VIclor de Tracy concerning his chances of success were 
be to practise in that city, I immediately replied from 
Bernares, where I then was, that the best thing he could 
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do was to leave Calcutta as soon as possible. Tell M. 
Robinet, moreover, that what I have seen in other 
foreign countnes of our countrymen, who go thither to 
make fortunes, has convinced me that the great majority 
of them are very unfortunate at New York , and that it 
IS the same thing at Rio Janeiro and Bourbon I advise 
him to prefer the mediocrity of his present condition 
to the very improbable chance of a better fortune at a 
distance from his native country 

Sampore in Cashmcer, Sept IQth 

Yesterday evening, I received an express from the 
King, with a direct request to repair to him I might 
have required pressing, but that would not have looked 
ivell , and, although I am annoyed at leaving Cashmeer 
a fortnight sooner than I had at first determined upon, 
I have informed his Sikh Miyesty that in ten days I shall 
resume my route towards the Punjab I shall have to 
travel rapidly to join Runjeet Sing at Umbiitsir, before 
he leaves it for Ropur Look for this village on the 
left bank of the Sutledge, at the foot of the mountains 
near Bclaspore It is the place fixed upon for the inter- 
view between the Rajah and the (jovemor-general, 
which will take place, with the greatest possible pomp, 
on the 25th of Octolier Wade and Kennedy ask me 
if I shall bo present there Certaiuly not A poor 
devil of an Ajlatoune, a Social, an Aiistotelis, like 
mo, w ould be stifled by the clouds of dust raised by tlie 
contact of two such great personages Then this 
eastern magnificence is, after all, nothing but a display 
of nch dresses, w'here a man is reckoned good for 
nothing but to set off draper}', or to button splendid cos- 
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lomrt npon I ihiH ibfirfforc Iwi ibr * nwtl 
wvd r^-«il<T the tnemott^M nwr Knolloo, in tmJcr to 
riiil the iron inJ till Tniof^nl ^Ioo 1 ^l nnJ than thn« 
on mj” rdnm to hkxr nn cpjwnttmltjr of Ucmn 

iofT with jmjf faronnle BeU*j>ore l>mJ 

^^^Dttra rroew*, iLrooph Krnnivl/, aJ) liMi of offen 
of *erncr» to fcfiliuie tnjr in my prx\ run 

p*ipn, wbKhrTrr it tend, 1 »hill p* from hmco 
to Urohntur, throoph the pa tof 1 *jt v»i Ponjib lUd 
jonn, »nd Jnmtnoo, nhem I abaU afain *er tbe Rajili 
GoUh Sing «ba rrcmrM dm m well at l*m Dadrn 
Klon In the month of Ajrnl U*t, 1 am yrrfcrily *rrlh 
hot orrr brad and rart In hnkinMt,and ran nnle t* 
nobody to-day AJlem my dear father* 1 emhrsc* ytra 
and Porphyre mth all my heart 


TO M JACQUCMONTTlir HLDrR, r^RI^ 

(/tTMM {* f%*p* } Orte^Snt tKII 

Mr DitAR FATitCK,— I hare at length qutled the 
moonUiBi. I kfl Carbmerr on the JD(h of H^pIrmWr 
The atopid Sikh at prrietitinpe^tetaionoflbe poTllep* 
of pJondcriog that unhappy roonlry (on paja no dual i 
of disgorging into Ronjeet Singi trearory at the end 
of hU Roreminenl) came the day hefore to pay liti 
TltHofleaTe Ilehroogbl me, on the part of the Mng 
a khelatf ordreti of honour of the raloe of fifteen hnn 
deed ropeet (femr thoo lad franca), Vfterhia rWt, I 
went to pay one to my onglibonr Mohammed Shah 
Sihl! a bote birth reptitatlon fornlidom and tanctiiy, 
aftoaed me to do hhn that honour allhoot derogating 

tOL, II N 
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There is no sort of attention which I did not receive 
from this excellent man On leaving: him, I was almost 
obhged to get into a passion with him, in order to make 
him keep a horse and some porcelain vases which he 
wished to make me accept I would take nothing but 
a very plain though handsome cup, out of which I shall 
have great pleasure in drinking coffee some day at 
Pans There are good people everywhere, and it is my 
luck to meet with them at every place where I make 
any stay. It will be dehghtful to me to call them to 
mind hereafter 

Although I bad £xed the day of my departure a week 
before hand, Sheik Bodder Bochs, my Mehmandai, 
was not ready Though this man is no worse than the 
other Sikh officers, I hate him more, because, from the 
time he has been with me, I am better acquainted with 
him. He bought six women at Cashmeer, three of 
whom he married before the Mollah It was the diffi- 
culty of conveying these fair ones beyond the mountains 
which detained him in the city He asked me for a 
day’s respite — I was inexorable , and on the 19th, as I 
had at first determined, I mounted my horse at day-break, 
and took the road to the South. My caravan was much 
more numerous than on my arrival Sixty soldiers 
formed my escort , fifty mountaineer carriers bore my 
baggage, and a few captive animals were led in the 
rear A confidential officer of my fnend Mohammed 
Shah rode behind me , the Mogul, who had served as 
my secretary and cicerone during my stay, accompamed 
me also The day before, I made him a present of five and 
twenty loms, the well-earned reward of his good services 
The poor fellow, to whom justice was quite a novelty, 
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insecurity of tins route, tlmt I clinnged my mind nnd 
came to Bimbur, ^\hero I have ngnm entered the plains 
of the Punjab But I bad already found Us climate at 
Radjouri, and e^cn at Tunna, u hither I had descended 
m a day and a half’s march from the summit of Pjr 
Pendjal Tins rapid and immense change of climate 
has not e\en affected my skin, but it has produced a 
fatal effect upon several of mj people. One of my horse- 
men caught, at Radjouri, the terrible fever of the lou er 
mountains, u Inch almost aluaj s kills, after exhausting Us 
Mctim for a year or tuo by continued suffering Mj ante- 
lopes from Little Tibet died of the heat at Bimbiir That 
I might not folloiv their example, I left off my flannel, nnd 
I find that it is comparatively very pleasant to perspire 
in cotton clothes. It is very odd that this Indian heat 
(for the Punjab is India,) uhich every one calls so ener- 
vating, does not oppress me in the least. It fires my 
skin a httle, as it uould the skin of any one else , but I 
feel as cool within, nnd as vigorous ns on the Cash- 
meerian mountains, if not more so In order to reach 
this place from Birabur in three stages, I was obliged to 
be on horseback fourteen or fifteen hours a day , and 
besides this, I kept w'ntch during the night, for it would 
not have been safe to sleep The tribes at the foot of 
the mountains in these districts could never be reduced 
by Runjeet Sing. They frequently pour down into the 
plains, in very numerous bands, imitating the exploits of 
Walter Scott’s Scotch Highlanders, and Fauriel’sKlephts, 
sparing only their more immediate neighbours, who, I 
think, go halves with them I was fearful of being 
betrayed by the latter. Had I known beforehand the 
risks of this route, I should certainly have taken another ; 
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for notliliig h more ItIIj* for k m*n of mf profe^lon, 
tt*n to ptl » gtio«ilioi imacd tn » nlphl •lirtm»b wmI 
ibtM rnd Jay« Ulo a Jojr wtlbtmt th« ioullril flowtr 
Wtog thrown nj^oo hU pt»fr \ntrrd»j, Ijr crwunp 
the Chlfuh, I left that Janjtrr {d mjr rear I expreteJ 
to 6ad tb« Kajah CoUb Siojf brir hatujp^ KTittfu to 
him to aonotiBCq mj* approacliio^ amraL Onrracbioi; 
thW pUcr 1 waa therefore a little at Iran) 

lap that tbe lUjah tad left hit capital two dayi Wforr 
aad VM rncaraprd at a dtitaero of trn co^x on the 
Umlmlur road ll<nrerrr,aa bewai to Imd meaUrpa 
Iratt and camel I perriitrd In comlop hither GaUb 
Slap w better obey^ at a dUuons than llonjret ''lap 
lltt ^*mrr recnrtd tne ai bU mafteri friend. All that 
1 con d<H)re comet to ree at It were by nKhantment* 
Pleatj It in toy earapt toldim, aerranta monntuD car 
nen—areall Mpedandfrdat the lUjkb irxpmte Tbe 
poor felicnrt bad pood need to patt tbeoDpb lldt Uad of 
plenty after the pnraliow and dtipoet they bare rodorrd 
tioeewe left Ca^bmeer Tbe flajabt eldrat ion who 
remained here to reeeire me la b>§ father absence 
tmbed toeomeand are melatl nJgbton toy andral. He 
n a boy of fifteen, a faToonte of Unajeet Smp a. 1 
admitted him only to-day He Interexted me by bit 
charming conntenanre and hU modetty At thh age 
when children are opening Into manhood, and tbe chance 
of what they will b ec o me it on tbe point of l«eing 
decided, they alwiya Interetl me wtremely I tUere- 
fore peomlted little GoUb Sing to remain here orer 
to-njorrow In order to ipend the morning with him on 
an elephant t back, In rbiting the cnrirona of Jorntnoo, 
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and preaching morality to him without his pcrcciMng it 
The day after to-morrow, on the road to Umbntsir I 
shall repay to the father the MSit I received from the 
son Gulab Sing, ivho c\pocted me b} the direct road 
from Radjoun, sent one of his Virtcrs with a palanquin 
and bearers, and a small army to meet me Tlie young 
Rajah presented me with a purse of three hundred and 
fifty rupees Eight months ago I shonld have thought 
this proceeding very brutal. Being now well acquainted 
with the manners of the country, I should on the con- 
trary hn^e been offended if he had come emptj -handed, 
as also if he had not left his shoes at the door of my 
tent. I am become quite insensible to the pleasure of 
winning in the lottcrj' of Punjab politeness, because 
money on this side of the Sutlcdge goes as fast as it 
comes, — perhaps still faster 

Yesterday I made a duplicate of my map of Cash- 
meer, on which I ivrite all the names in Persian. This 
IS the present I intend for Runjeet Sing. 

As I was descending the Pyr Pendjal, I received an 
express from Runjeet, who brought me, w'lth a letter 
from the King, a packet from Semla, containing one 
from Lord William Bentinck, in reply to the thanks I 
had expressed to him for the reception which his power- 
ful recommendation had obtained for me from Runjeet 
Eord Wilham wishes to leave all the merit of my suc- 
cess to myself 

I transcribe his letter instead of sending it you, 
because his writing is rather illegible, and, being in 
Enghsh, I think you are not famihar enough with that 
language to be able to make it out. 
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- w« t/A ipai 

* My de*f Sir —I lute not ocknowWgtrl Ihe receipt 
of joor last Irttrr for whtcli 1 to It 

gire« mt pmt pWiore tn find Uut yoor tmirfl by 
HonjMl Sinp bai bmi aatl^fictoTy It tnort be mAioly 
doo to yonrorn addmi ^ouliaTe tbe rtnf^lar wml 
of bavinpot once (rcm, ndn rlct) ronqaertd (be dit 
tmtt of (bat nHKt n-ary pobtlrun ^oo intx^t bare 
mfffTfd pmt Citiptw and jmeation in (be courae of yotir 
j>fwat etpeditKm. Tbe tbaoV* and appUn«e of tbe 
KienUfir world will be yoor betl rewartb— I wa« Id 
hope^ Captain Kennedy bad ami yoo oar Urt InteUi 
pence from Farope bat 1 find ibal be made yon bnt a 
partial rrport. 1 aend yon therefore a errpy of wbal bat 
been reeeiTe d from nombay 1 hare i3»o i«d a Irtler 
from a fnend of tnlne bnt not addretM^ to me who 
left parti tbe aecood week in Aprii>^lle plrea a 
fiironrable acconot of tbe itabnUy of ibinpi In rmoce 
of which my corre^poodent rrmarla a Ic^ faTonrablo 
oplnkra peoerally proralled In EnpUntL M e expect 
daHy a iblp wbicb wai to leare KogUnd on the lUb 
of May 

M e bare also atill to come tbe Ctrautvrn that left 
England in (he begienle^ of ApriK and which contaioa 
(be mKalnp French pipcra, which iball be forwarded to 
yon at toon ai recdTed^^-Lady M llbam drtlrei me to 
preteat her kind remembrancei to yon I aball alnaja 
be happy to afford yon erery tMrtlance In my power 
‘ I remain with much rrapect and etteem^ 

** Dear Sir yonr faltbfol tenrant 

C Dwtixck** 
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l.nnl illmin vont ^^tU» thin It tlrr n mnnu^cript copj 
of n UtK^nn nrw^.jnpcr, whult r'lino !•} of l’< Piiti, 
mfoniuiif: iih of tlir jpn'it of tlip iltstoloiion of tlio 
IVrliajncnt, nntl tlo* t/o/o tjun of tlio nrmf'I 
pnci' of Luropc. Ii it not ‘itniru c that 1 '.hoiild In' 
lieltor informul nlxtut rnrujimn nfFair^-, though nionij 
in the ini(l‘’t of tho inonutains of (’ti'ihniff’r, thnn tho 
lulmhit'int^ of Cnlcutta on tho ‘■ninr <laj ' Uoweior, 
the politics of Ihirope liti\c fur ••oinc time intcrc-^tod 
me lo«s — the) hung lire too long 

This orentng I ihdDcrtd a ilctision, uhich has 
ginned me the reputation of a Suhnian, (Solomon,) 
at .liiimnoo M) sccrctnr) came to complain that one 
of thft Boldiors of the escort lintl stolen his shnul I 
did nlmt the meanest cenhe in India or the Punjab 
iieicr condescends to do in biich n case I Mcnt to the 
spot, thirt) jncos from in) lent, there I interrogated 
the witnesses nnd the defendant, and was casil) con- 
iinccd of the latter’s gnnlt The commander immc- 
diatel) inquired if it was ni) pleasure that he should be 
hanged, or hni c his nose and cars cut off I gai e ordei’s 
that to-morrow, during ni) absence, before nil ni) as- 
sembled troop, a man of the lowest caste should break in 
pieces the prisoner’s sw ord and gun, nnd inflict upon him a 
hundred blows with a stick. After this my sonant will 
gne him a month’s pa), in order that lie ran)- leaic the 
country, from which he will be ignominionsl) dnien. 
I am afraid the rascal will immediatol) purchase a sword 
■with the five rupees he will receive after his punish- 
ment, and turn highw a) -robber , but if he does, Gulab 
Sing’s police has a good chance of catching him before 
long, and my responsibility ends there. There ore no 
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pmoni in this country 1 thnll in ggo t to Goltb Slug 
the uie» of ecUbluhing tome in hit dotoinions, end 
tuhftitubng forced labour for the cruel mutOtbont to 
frequently indicted by Eeitem justice. Good night, 
my dw father The remainder at Umbritsir 

Jmmmoo 4UL, 

Thu u to thank you, my dew ftther for your ercel 
lent and charming letter of Uft Ftbrutry Ka.S4 whldi 
a menenger &om M Allard hat Just brooght me, to- 
getber with one fium Porphyre, a packet of rery recent 
Calcutta papers, and a letter from my banker who has 
ncelred anthonty &om &1M Delessert and Delaroche, 
to increase my annual credit nx thousand francs for 
thu year and three thousand for l&dO — thus making 
an increase of nine thousand fiincs for this year and 
exteoding it to twelre thousand for 1632 and 1633 
Thus I hare for the present year the fifteen thousand 
fiancs 1 wubed. 

Your Ko. 23 u still wanting which makes some pas* 
sages in your No. 24 obscure. 1 trust my letters 
from Upper Kanawur and from the Sprti or Tibet, 
readied you a ibort time after those from Semla and 
Cbmi ( and that the oonhnuation of my correspou 
dence up to thu day hat confirmed your faith m my 
good luck. Finding me eo near Leh or Ijadak— for it u 
all one on the map — 'you g ap re as ed a wish that I should 
extend my expeditioQ tbitbec. You hare been a little 
duappofated thus b teeing me return to the high rafley 
of the 8pti without haring bean there but you would 
hare pitied me for the cold and hunger I ahould hare 
had to tuffer if I had persisted m gomg to l>«dak — not 
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to spenk of obstacles of a different description Pinker- 
ton, whom you were going to read under the beads 
“ Chinese Tartary and Tibet,” has no doubt given you 
an idea of the Lamas (pronounce the word lommmmmma) 
and ternble Tartars, very different from reality You 
seemed to regret much that I could not see Cashmeer. 
I hope I have acted hkc a dutiful son I — have I not ? 
If you had knoun all the difficulties of that expedition, 
you Mould never have thought of my undertaking it, 
and Mould have believed it absolutely impracticable. 
Many of my English fnends, moU able to estimate these 
difficulties, Kennedy for instance, when he knew that I 
was at Lahore, still did not beheve that I should succeed 
in getting to Cashmeer. I do not know the modern 
tiaveller of M’hom you speak. Mho has given the Cash- 
meerians so bad a character Forster is the only one 
who has visited Cashmeer since Bernier, he Mas there 
fifty years before me, but in disguise , and no one before 
I went thither wore the dress or bore the character of 
a European Cashmeer is nevertheless very near to 
Bntish India, two hundred leagues distant at most, and 
its celebrity has constantly excited the ambition of 
British travellers I am forgetting Mr hloorcroft, who 
died miserably a short time after he left it 

I laughed a great deal at your conjectures about the 
means I should be obliged to employ to raise the money 
necessary for my last year’s campaign The Great 
Mogul 18 not so great as you imagine. He does not 
tie a trinket worth a thousand crowns to any one’s hat 
Being reduced to the condition of a species of stage 
King, he takes care to dress in mere stage trumpery 
those whom he honours with a khelat. But Kunjeet 
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Sing diiei llungt in a different taanner I am tnilj 
ubamed of tbe enormoai bale of Caabmeer abt«li with 
which my baggage ha* been iacreoaed dnnng the la»t 
nren month* ^ougb if my money ahonld happen to 
run ihort dnrag the remaindar of my journey they 
would proTO an important r eeo u r ce I really do not 
yet know what I shall do with them I thould like to 
be able to take them with me to Knrope with my am 
iQiUt plant* and mineni* they wonld serre a* prO' 
•enU whidi I *honld like to make to the wire* of roy 
iHend* Bat bow could I get them through the cue* 
tom bouae? 

My letter* last winter expretaed the enthimasin with 
whlda the remlnltoo huplred me and the bitter regret 
I hare lometime* felt at hanng been »o &r fimn France 
at tb*t memonblo period. Since than my opinion con 
ceraing those groat erenU ha* mnch changed. It ha* 
been modiSed, Uke tout own, m proportion as 1 taw to 
many base, abmrd, and ditgracefal conneipitnee* proceed 
Smxa so noble a prinaple. I perociTW that many indt. 
rldoals talk in the tribune, of the erenU of the great 
week a* being their handy work as if they had fired a 
musket m the streets with the woiiang mechanics, and 
as if it was not by the mnskets of these mechanics alone 
that the rerohitioii was achlered. The hoatHe tone of 
all partiea in the ebamher u a deplorable error Shill I 
tell you, ray dear father that I sometimes regret not 
being a deputy ? I kdow not whether 1 am strangely 
dacwnng myaelf j hut it appear* to me that an honest 
man would not speak m ram, who undertook the part 
of mediator without art or craft, by simply showing bis 
gnef at thes^ bitter disseniioDS between men so long 
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Dinted, and pointing- out the misfortunes wtli ivbiclr 
they threaten the country. The artifices of log^c m 
what IS termed the eloquence of thetnbune, are too far- 
fetched they almost always wound the self-love of those 
agamst whom they are exercised. Too great pains are 
taken to convince, and not sufficient to persuade Some 
aim at oratorical display , I wish they would aim at 
touching the feehngs This is what I should try to do, 
if I were a deputy at the present juncture Can what 
is easy in a tHe-h-lHe, or in a small company, he so very 
diflficult in a numerous assembly ? Mistakes and diifer- 
ences may arise between honourable men , but they must 
be very hhnd, and their advisers very bad, if these 
quarrels are not soon terminated by a sincere reconcili- 
ation, and the mutual friendship and esteem of the 
parties rendered firmer than ever. All parties have 
wrongs to complain of from one another, and these 
wrongs are daily aggravated by the deplorable obstinacy 
with which each confines himself to his own pecuhar 
views Rather than be the impotent witness of these 
fatal dissensions in our own coimtry, I prefer being at 
the extremity of Asia, removed from them by space 
and thought 

On my return to Bntish India, it shall be my first 
care to wnte a long letter to the Jardin des Plantes, 
conceining the results of my expedition to Cashmeer 
I never had less leisure than smce I crossed the Sutledge. 
I have necessarily had a multitude of relations with the 
people of the country through which I passed, such as 
no other European traveller could, even if he wished it, 
have any opportunity of forming with those of British 
India This has been the occasion of many hours stolen 
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frwn tnj ncrV Sorrwtlmt^ 1 t*l towntM cf *4Mj 
toUlc] wtartiffMH to ftfnT^ •TlruU'm* in 

1 cuiDot pait»nrt)tlj'4fii) iNm/Kif \r*1''rAiy 
for in»twict' Irtnall eni tirnH* mjxlf from ln*iBjr a 
of l<oBrt «ill» tin* jPtjBf ItijUi Jo n itlne Iht 
of W« npiU] llkl 1 l>mi on Ih)t>^ 
lork klobr 1 ctreti) tur<> flirTr)* in thin 

«Q btmr To-iiif I IS) cnf»njj*r<i Bi*»f b)« tkihfr GaUh 
•'lOp W’WU 1 WDi p*-icr»Uf »looj: lb«> fUta 

on inf »»f hllbrr ffcrtn Jomm« (nlo* roc«) looVtap 
thronpli mf ipfcUrlr* at <my fUsl whbia my rrwh 
^tiKh I b^U el<y*4‘ to my mM* in onirr to diKorrf thp 
br« onrt ona ofGoUb *Mn|;«o{Hm« cama lo sM 
cotnpluoeal tn* In b« ttsulrr'* turac 1 am rr*linp a 
iitlU «a)t{B;* for tay trrrsLCoU It li fiivm, an4 1 
btT« htm its b<nn on bone \*t\u l^fn rmsr^ tbt 
<mt8«y of ibo monGt-of or Titrt nf tbe Ilajab *bd 
wilt to ctstH> finU I *11111 Hat# In itlora 

IJ< not If ba tram toeUlo, It will be altntHt impoo 
title to ^ to lo-<Uy In loJu It I* ^iir a differmt 
fhiBp^ ^taoy a UnUtb offim In* *mM fifteen yean 
in India, and tnYrUe<I all orrr the I'enlninl* witboot 
banoff bad any iBierconne »llb tbe people of the 
conntry except tacb of ibem ai are bl« allnMUnt* 
Socb a boe of cnojart «bWb U exembtij-ly common 
Id tte Fompean comnittimy toliathlnp and porenunp 
loJia, wontd to blpbly Improper lo elTrct tbtt wblcb 
1 am on the point of dotn^ i 1 mean making my way lo 
a coontry wberr all It not open beforo me Jly ramnn 
ba* now re-entered India, and marcblnp iHently along 
tbfl road* wIU bare all tbo appearance of a foneral In 
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whicli I shall act the corpse , and I shall certainly find 
the chang-e very agreeable 

A-propos of death and funerals — the plague is making 
dreadful ravages in Persia, especially in the southern 
and coast provinces of the gulf Very severe sanatory 
regulations have been adopted at Bombay, Madras, and 
Calcutta, against Arab vessels coming from Busheer, 
Muscat and Jodda. This terrible disease has never yet 
appeared m India The cholera morbus reigns with fury 
at Benares, as well as at Patna, Dynapore, and other 
towns on the banks of the Ganges, lower down 

In one of your former letters you regretted that I had 
not taken out a physician’s diploma, that I might add 
the weight of that dignity to any report on the frightful 
malady of which India is the classic seat. But truly I 
should he very much embarrassed, qiute as much as 
Panset was to discourse pertinently about the plague in 
Egypt, and for the same reason, — for hitherto I have 
neither seen nor had an opportunity of seeing, a single 
case of cholera morbus At St Domingo, and in the 
Umted States, I met with the same disappointment 
with respect to the yellow fever I strongly suspect 
that this will he my lot with the plague 

I have just learned from the Calcutta papers, the 
death of a Piedmontese traveller, called the Count di 
Vidua, who, for two years, travelled throngh India in a 
palanquin, proceeded thence to China, and afterwards to 
the Moluccas, on his way to New Holland He was, I 
imagine, a mere tourist, with a more decided taste for 
heaps of stonesand old hits of brick, than for any other 
kind of observation. He had the awkwardness, I was 
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going to ny foUfi to £idl iDtoaboiliag bog whenc« the 
hot mlnenl ipnngt of Jata anie and wu actlded to 
deotb- From hi* rnode of condnct in erery rctpect 
according to tbo information gircn to toe I coold liaro 
mgcrcd tb*! tbe Conot vonld nerer tee Tnnn again. 
Tbo CUal cunofitf that coU Plioj’ hit lifo it excnsablt ; 
and be certmnljr died hi a mott pictnmqne manner for 
a natnnl pbllotopber Bnt for apoor deril of an llalcan 
antlqnary to go and get boQed in Jara— what busmen 
bad be Utere? 

I (un going to malm arrangemcnlt with M Cordler of 
CbanJe nia g ore abont the fonrarding of mj collections 
to France. Demog tbe winter they will bo conreyed, 
down tbe Jonma and the Ganges, from Delhi to Cban 
deraagore I think it better to iron to tbe {mprolablo 
ebaaee of shipwreck than to a certainty of the accidents 
inadental to land carmgo 

Pofphyre makes you forgot aB your phOtnophr y<« 
would bare him lote hb Wentily ** Trnhtt na pawn- 
tjue t^laptas '* and bts co/o/rfo# Is to be nnsoaablo. Few 
are of as innocoot a kind as his and if u times go 
erery one like him would shot himself up at home, 
«lher from ill temper taste, or modesty pnbhc affair* 
would be all the better for It Tbe gentle and gay di*- 
portion of bis mind, is a proof that ho would gain 
nothing by changing bis wayai betide* men seldom 
diange much at forty and bowerer extraordinary it 
may seem, Porphjre bus pasiod this formldalilft ponod 
of life ^\^letl after dinner wa all taka a walk together 
to tba TnHenet, our group wQl not be that of iatber 
Horace, as it was ten year* ago at the Luxemborg 
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JDjessur, or Jtisser, on the banks of the Itavee, 
or Hydraotes, October 8th 

My dear father, what I am now wnting-, is a journal, 
and not a letter. The Rajah paid me his visit three 
days ago, and, as I expected, rather late We talked 
about his mountains, Cashmeer, the immortality of the 
soul, steam-engines, then the soul agam, the universe, 
and many other matters Gulab Sing Was so pleased 
uath these physics and metaphysics, that we kept it up 
pretty late m the night by the light of my Excellency’s 
torches and candles, which furnished the Rajpoot philo- 
sopher with more than one comparison and thought. I 
decidedly like that man , and my reason for it is that he 
seems to like me The Rajah earnestly besought me 
to spend a whole day with him, and I consented on 
condition that I should march dunng the night in order 
to make up for this loss of time. The day before yes- 
terday, in the morning, I went to him just ns he was 
getting out of hed, and we remained conversing until 
w e w ere informed that the preparations for the chase 
were complete — for it was a settled thing that we should 
hunt together Two towers had been built, in a neigli- 
bounng forest, with the branches and foliage of trees 
We each took our station in one of them, while the 
cavalry, entering the w'ood on all sides, drove the game 
towards us I killed a wild hog. I must have been 
born with very little taste for the chase, for this did not 
give me the slightest pleasure, although it was my first 
success w ith w ild hogs The Rajah’s Brahminee cooks, 
who were on horse-back, tvipiouscd a Rajpoot break- 
fast out of the produce of our sport. It was really 
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♦xrtHmt ind n»« frrrM cp la itm l^n Vr\t fillftj 
»nlli littlpdhlw^ ibs-Ip of Ifaw. nonjpfl *Jinp Inmi^lf 
bii tK» olbiT !»Up-*i-mcr 

Oor ^Tant)lm»on jv^rptf fitjf hor»PiBPtu •nJ lom# of 
Ibp ItiniJocH, Innic to thrir brvU «bpn ihrj «av ibe 
Ijo^ «bUb tbry bold in »* prrti tbbwTOo « 
iLp domnitc pip Tbi« alborrrBfp }• •birf'1 by iHp 
lUjpoott of lIiodMUn t •ppQt the day tn the lUjali • 
rWBjv, «hrTf* tmti bid l-con prrpaTY«l (or TOf ll «»« at 
» »boTt Ji tince from oor honlinpirToonJ Oolil Slop 
renl mehrt prrtenlttbitbrr they ron»t«tedof in exreV- 
)ml and be»ahfol *bite hone rayan imeJ »n ifae ioo«l 
fplenlidtuinoer after the Sibh £i«hlotJ ioda Lhelumo 
aUlinpof Ca hme^ihawli and *0 forth. I wool to tale 
Irate of him x he found at he had done the day before 
ao much pWtnre iq ray ti it, that 1 abooU he there 
no» bad he ool bJmtelf at the apprmth of oipbt made 
me nart I reached /alTenal In the middle of the mpht t 
and 1 tra there apreealdy aorpnte'l hy meelinp a La 
ropnm the finl I had leen foraeten nwmthi An old 
Italian artillery oHjeer afnendof^I Allard* and«bo 
nice him lua been letfral year* In Ilunjeel a lenifT 
rreeited me at AffmaL nbere be wa» bl«»plfrocarape<l. 
lie i« Cioremor of tbi« pronnee lie patd roe many 
fnesdly and dattrnop allenttooi, and fold me a toohi 
tnde of thlop* «bkb a trareller rooM neter diteorer In 
tbti cotuitry I oral ohliped to vpend the abole of ye«> 
lerday trjlb him. Till etenlnp be aceonnunled moon 
hoTMlack feren coi< from oor ramp, and I arierwardi 
proceeded alone at fkrat tbo lonka of the llaree abich 
my caratan baijml ctwifd. I abaUcroMillo-morrow 
at day-break, mltb my bglit troop*, and tbe day aAcr 
tXIL It Q 
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to-morrow shall be at Umbntsir with the good M. 
AUard 

The Italian told me too much. Had he known me 
beforehand, and been desirous of inspiring me with 
friendship, he would have kept me in ignorance of the 
means necessary to enforce obedience in this dreadful 
country Gulab Sing no doubt does stdl worse , but his 
father did the same I shall feel real pleasure in con- 
tinuing ray tour through India, on Gulab Sing’s horse ; 
because he did not give it to me merely from etiquette, 
but evidently as a token of remembrance Is not this 
familiar friendship with a half-savage of the Himalaya, 
very curious ? I should scarcely have dreamt of it when 
I landed at Calcutta two years ago I believe that this 
luck in travelling proceeds, on both sides of the Sutledge, 
from the same principle I have preserved entire the 
nationality and individuality of my thoughts With the 
English I did not become stiff like themselves , with the 
Asiatics I avoid the cold comphmentary style habitual 
to them I translate my French ideas and personal 
feelings into the language of both — in short, I retain 
my identity, as much as I can, under the fetters of a 
foreign idiom. 

You ask whether the Indian Chief Justice Sir Charles 
Grey, is any relation to Earl Grey, the Bntish pnme 
imnister He is, but opposed to him in politics Sir 
C. Grey is about to retire, after his ten years of judicial 
service, which give him a right to a pension for life of 
50,000 francs (2000? ) It is said that Mr Pearson will 
succeed him It is natural that Lord Brougham should 
dispose of the vacancy in favour of the latter, who is 
his mtimate friend Moreover, Mr Pearson’s age, 



LAnOU AMD OAinUUE. 


105 


npaUbon tsd kncnrlcdge of Tndao jodicul aHidn, ac 
qmred nsco ha lutt filled the office of Adrocatc^geneTalr 
entitle him to tbb high dignity —Good night 

Jl CajJ^ata TTmi/t Ctmp, itherm tif JJtaj cW tU 
SnOtije Oc«c4«-19/A. 

I mnained a week at Umbntair with the excellent 
M AUard. TThe tectmd daj after my aniral, I bad an 
audience of Rtmjeet Sing irlthont witnnaee^ Gnets 
what he offenjd me ? — the Tice^royalty of Caabmeer ! 

1 ndicnled both bun and hla proposalf which was, no 
donbt, only a atratogem td know my mind Ho pleased 
me atiU more when I passed throogh Lahore— of 
co DT s e becatue he caressed me more. I fbnnd that 1 
bad changed my title at the SHch court, and that miteed 
of Jaci'wtM iSaAH JTa^efer, I was now kinmo by erery 
ODeasthe.d/Cat(7ini0 ef Zmon. CapUinWade with two 
other officer! of my acqnhintnnce, amred at UmbnUir 
three days raheeqtztnt to my orriral. He came, on the 
part of the GoTemor general, to accompany Runjeet 
Sing thnmgh hu domlmons to Rdoper on the left henk 
of the Sotledge, the place appointed for the mterriew of 
the two potentates. I met him again with great plea* 
sure. It was the festiral of the Uolooeed and 1 saw 
Asia in all Its plctoreeqne pomp. Wade inrited me to 
join him and since thst day 1 partake of all the pnn 
leges of the British commiesiOD On the ere of the 
festiral, the long had the kmdness to hare me shown 
the fismons tank of Umbntxir In hs centre u the 
golden temple, in whldi they preserre the Grrojit or 
■acred book of the Sikhs. The end madness 

of the Akhahs or religious wamors, who always crowd 
into this sacred place, would prore of almost certam 
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danger to any European visitant, if be bad not a strong 
guard. Sucb a protection uas not wanting on tbe pre- 
sent occasion I vdnt to tbe temple on an elephant, 
uitb a strong escort of Sikb cavalry, tbe animal on 
ubicb I uns mounted puslung tbe formidable Akbabs 
to the ngbt and loft, without hurting any of them , and 
tbe temple was occupied by a regiment of Sikb infantr)' 
In its precincts I paid a visit to an old man, celebrated 
for bis sanctity. He expected me, ns did likewise the 
Goi ernor of tbe city, an equally respectable old roan, 
who w'as there by tbe King’s order, to conduct me through 
the temple The Governor took me by tbe band, and 
led me all over it Had be let go ray band, tbe Akbabs 
would no doubt have done me some ill turn , but I was 
sacred while held by old Dessa Sing At nigbt-fall, 
tbe temple, being lighted with lamps, presented tbe 
image of Pandemonium, I humbly offered the Giant 
a nuzzer of three hundred rupees, being part of what tbe 
King bad made me a present of tbe day before , and I 
received a small khelat in return Tbe Unloosed is a 
Hindoo festival, and tbe greatest of all Tbe Sikhs 
celebrate it ivitb still greater noise and splendour than 
their ancestors and Hindoo brethren On that day 
Runjeet reviewed bis army I seated myself with Wade, 
by the King’s side, in a magnificent tent, pitched on a 
platform in the middle of tbe plain of Umbntsir All 
the chiefs of tbe Sikh court came to do homage to 
the King, and tbe army defiled past us It resembled 
a good deal tbe armies described by tbe historians and 
poets of antiquity , and this once tbe reahty fer exceeded 
mv expectations 

Next day (the day before yesterday), tbe King struck 
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bii tent* at daj-break, and departed with Captain "Wede 
I could not leare M ADud aoon enoogh to join the 
royal carali^ on the rood, and did not mch Wade • tent* 
till the eremug From thl* time forth I ahall not leare 
them m order that I may not he lost m the horrible 
crow d from irbidi tha Ring appear* to flee and which 
rn reality following turn contrary to hi* wleh The 
Aflatonne el Zeman yetierday morning on an elephant 
walking aide fay aide with that of Hnnjeet Sing di*> 
conned to him like an oracle. A* there was not the 
cmallest plant to be peked op In the sandy and bnrning 
plains which w* were croaslng I did not regret not 
being able to stop when I pleased. Nerertheless, &ncy 
iDg 1 nw one to^y I made my elephant kneel down 
withont ceremony and descended from its hock to bare 
a nearer riew of a plant which I recognised, and neg 
keted on being better acftudnted with iU Erery body 
stopped with ma. Yon tee what pnrllegt* an ABatonne 
enjoya. 

I ought not to forget to tdl yon that I receired at 
UmbnUir two long and friendly letter* from Mr Peerton 
and hL de Meky The {ormer lends me word that he 
shortly expect* hie daughter whoee health is completely 
mtared, and who is returning without Mr*. Pearson, 
to bear him company at Calcutta Ibr the rest of the time 
he has to remain there. 

IJttldl, la <1« mffoitiMa tim Bt*» 

«atf Uu Oe i titr 28li. 

In the erenmg of the 21st, 1 took my final leare of 
Eui^t Sing at Ooaheaipore. During the mornings 
march, while on borKback near him wa dotted about 
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m) intended journey to Mondi, which I nm nt present 
performing, tind he had the candour (a rare virtue with 
him) to confess that the wretched Rajah of Mondi was 
the most refractory of his mountain Rajpoot vassals. 
He IS always obliged to send an army of eight or ten 
thousand men ever}' jear, in spring, to receive the 
slender tribute of a hundred thousand rupees Never- 
theless, he gav e me hopes that, mth a little address, his 
firmans to the Rajah, and the assistance of an old Sikh 
officer, a tnisty man, vihom he added to my escort, I 
might succeed in my undertaking Our last interv lew 
was long and very friendly Runjeet lavished a thou- 
sand caresses on me , he took my hand and shook it 
several times at my well-aimed broadsides of flattery, in 
which, without affectation, I infused a degree of feeling 
I was embarrassed with his exclusive attentions, on ac- 
count of his neglect of the British officer commanding 
Wade’s escort, who was visiting him with me But, 
viitli the Asiatics, the Bntish are so awkward and 
unsociable, that I am not surprised at this They have 
only yes and no to say for themselves, and Runjeet likes 
to be amused It was quite dark when I left the King, 
w ith all sorts of wishes for his glory and prosperity in 
this world and the next, and taking away with me a 
magnificent khelat in exchange for my gilded words- 
On returning to my hut, I found that, in addition, the 
Rajah had sent me a present of five hundred rupees 
Wade, with whom I afterwards supped for the last time, 
gave me a firman after his own fashion for the Rajah of 
Mondi, who being near the British frontier, will, I trust, 
act up to Its tenour. 

It reqmred, I assure you, all my love -of minerals to 
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mikt) me tetre the pletnre ftnd vxnnij vbtch I round 
in bit toctetf and aipun ntk mjaelf alono in the nomi 
lEiDt. I expected toenconnlertorondiffictiltietiand bnre 
not been mUtaken From the third day of my jonmey 
1 bad to trarme tho ponti&cal atatet of the Ihinjab, a 
imaQ moontainoiis dutnctt iobaUited and goremed by 
a cenlenanan the tptritoal chief of the Sikh*, vbo 
cot long cince id a fit of rage against bts eldeft *on~ 
an ambttlont youth of e(ghty~>^ot upon hit legt and 
without a word of wareitog cut off thu ton t head with 
a tingle blow of hu twont From caotiret of policy, 
Runjeet paji thli terrible old fellow rrery mark of 
deference I thought I tbonld appeuio lha Cerberus 
by throwing him a cake of a hundred rupeet. Bat 1 
wat obliged to paa hi* fortrwa wiibont being allowed 
to enter it lett ft thould be defiled t and while 1 wu 
encamped a ftfw league* farther on near the last rilUga 
on bu frontier an order came for me to oracnale bit 
lloUnetaa lemtory forthwith. At hit heiaUa were 
terrible Akhalit, carrying kmg gnat and match ca readr 
lighted, I did not re^re to be told twice. I tberefora 
pitdied my tent in a ralloy aeporaled from hk doml 
DioQi by a email chain of mountaina. I here thoogbt 
myaelf in a friendly country became 1 waa In the 
rlanity of one of the fortrmea belonging to Sheer 
Sing Runjeatt aont but the next morning, aa I waa 
about to mount my horte hi order to continue my route 
my old Sikh officer Kadja Sing pointed out to me 
arith an air of emharratfment, a tcore of ragaboiMlt 
potted in front of my comp, with their match locki 
thonWered, barring my paaaage. My boriemen pro- 
poted breaking throogh them by diarging with ^ot 
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lauces , a silly proposal, which I rejected, with a shrug' 
of my shoulders Instead of such an act of violence, I 
wrapped myself in my splendid dressing gown of white- 
flowered Cashmeei shawl, seated myself composedly in 
my arm-chair, and coolly prepared to smoke my cigar 
and drink a di op of brandy, as a preservative against 
the mountain fever In this commodious attitude I 
played off a little diplomacy with the enemy Eight 
months ago this adventure would have puzzled me very 
much , but being now well acquainted with these cus- 
toms, I perceived that this was only one of the most 
vulgar common-places of Punjabee manners Some 
day or other by the fireside I will give you the particu- 
lars of this negociation , suffice it for you at present to 
know, that, after a long conference with my two oflScers, 
the hostile chief consented to approach me, and I com- 
phmented him on his vigilance, ordenng him to call hi& 
people, upon whom I bestowed the like eulogiums I 
then, to their great amazement, bestrode my white 
horse, with a majestic and patronising air, bidding them 
adieu with a slight wave of my hand They answered 
with a most respectful salaam, stammenng forth some 
excuses (I do not yet know what for) and witnessed my 
departure, as confounded as so many geese, while my 
baggage passed forward I came hither in three days, 
marching like a conqueror. Here, however, I was 
obliged to stop, in order to treat with the Rajah of 
Mondi, who, I think, will this evening reply to my 
despatches His capital is fifteen leagues distant, and 
thither I have had to send Runjeet and Wade’s firmans, 
together with one which I had the impudence to write 
to him myself Belaspore is only fourteen leagues ofi". 
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The Rijih of that place being infontied, I know not 
bow of mj* approach bis «*nt mo cm o/Hcer of hfs 
misenble court md twtniy •olJIem IIu Mncr will 
receire me ns Ic^^ei from his ciptUl on thU side of 
the SoUedget so that if I fill with respect to Monde 
which, in a geok^cal ictw sronld be a salject of mneh 
regret I hare at least secured a good lino of retreat 
direct npon BeUsporo I confess I shall cross tho 
Sntledge again nith plesunrat though I do not mean 
to say, knowing as I sow do, the certain difficnltiea 
and possible dangers of a jonmey beyond that nrer 
that I would not, if neceswiry Iiegm again thu year a 
campaign If bowerer a friend of mine nodertook the 
joamoy I coofets that, till bU retom into tbe heart of 
the Dnllsh possessions, I ahould tOBetlmes tbink. of 
him snth anxiety Is Ibis coonge or pmomption on 
my part? I know nott hot I think I can trace a htUo 
•npmtitioQ m roy feeling of aeconty I treat to my 
address in getting out of a scrape and to my fortanito 
star for not getting Into any rery led one hnl I sbonld 
not hare tbe same conSdence in tbe good lack and pre- 
aeoce of mind of any one deer to me After all, what 
1 bare just done (for bencefortb all danger Is put) baa 
been attempted by only one before me This is Mr 
Moorrrofl, and he loit bia Ufe in tbe country some uy 
from ferer others, from poison. Bnt nt Cashmeer I 
ascertained posiUrely that bo and one of hii companions 
bad been miserably killed with sword and matchlock. 

I bare certainly exbaoatcd. In tbe Punjab and tbe 
mountiins, all my chances of adrentnre in India, and I 
am glad of It- For a flying trareller, an adrenturo might 
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afford a very interesting- diversion , but for a poor devil 
of ray calbng, uho is not in want of work, it is a very 
inconvenient addition 

I CNperience an agreeable feeling of satisfaction, when 
I look back upon the road over which I have already 
travelled with so much success and good fortune I 
ha\e now executed half ray task, and that portion of it, 
too, which, so far as human obstacles extend, presented 
the greatest difficulties \\ ith the exception of the first 
summer, when I was roasted at Calcutta, I can scarcely 
do otherwise than admire the climate of the different 
places in which I have lived, for during the winter I 
travelled in the plains, and in summer among the 
mountains This wall not be the case in future I must 
prepare for a terrible sweating next summer at Bomba), 
and then, as I journey towards Cape Comorin, winter 
will be quite imperceptible But I think that my fibres, 
which have been hardened in the Himalaya, wall be but 
slowl) affected by the enervating influence of the damp 
heat upon the Malabar coast I shall take care of my- 
self I shall purchase shade at the rate of tw enty francs 
a month, b) means of a acrj large parasol, which I in- 
tend to haie made at Delhi, and which a servant, walk- 
ing or running by my horse’s side, will constantly hold 
o\cr mj head 1 shall buy another large double tent, 
in order that when I dismount ever) day I may always 
find one road) for me If, notwithstanding all this, the 
heat oppre'^ses me, I will, in order to cool myself in 
imagination at least, think of the scenes of ice and snow 
which I witnessed upon the loft) peaks of the Ilima- 
la) a Adieu I 
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I btd not yet reached the lem of my •dTenlnm, 
wbeot tie*Hy • month ngo, I wrot# the foregoing linei 
at Hattelu To imro tt Moodi I had leotIncU to 
force Their opponiion wns toexpllcnMe for the 
lUjih bed lent me n petming end nhmUsiee inritatlon 
to hit apluL lie bed UtmUjr giten me forte i?anfAe 
orer hit inbjecti, pUdng hu Viner »od ereiy body elto 
it my diipo^ I iTupocted thit Vrtier of treMheryt 
•nd, M be via not itteoded by my great force I bid 
more than once i great indlnation to aclxo and maVe 
wro of hit pmotu At erery port that I forced depn- 
tatiooi arrired from the city entreeung me to proceed 
no farther Theae people a*tnred me that they were 
tent by the Tlayah and ther peorolaed* in hU name 
(hat be wonid rmt me next momlDg at vbaterer dU- 
tance from tbe aty I might encamp TbinVIng them 
aU mad« 1 paid no attenbon dther to their entreatiea or 
to thor remoDrtrax>ce*i and In tbe erening retched 
Moodu Tbe whole dty wia in an nproar t nererthelets 
1 wu recolred not only at a fhend, hot at a matter 
Tbe enigma grew more and more inexpHcahle At 
Iaft« while I wn« encamped in the tenti prepared for me 
by order of the Kajafa hit tnKde» an old man, ritited 
m* and looldng rtry piteona, told me that rt waa an 
nnlocky day and that tbe astrologera had ditcorered In 
the morning that if my mternew anth the Bajah tooV. 
place that day frightfol calaxoitiei wonld be^ tbe 
monarchy of Mondi. 

Thu waa tbe lit of Norember I remafaed aereral 
daya at 3rotidi and in ita neighbourhood, embanaaied 
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^Mth the hospitality and humility of the Rajah, and nas 
forced to accept several nu/vers The money I refused , 
hut he passed the Ings which he had brought over my 
head, and distributed their contents among the throng, 
which crowded round my encampment wheneicr he paid 
me a visit I saw his mines, which are full of geo- 
gnostic interest , and, after confounding great and small 
during several days w ith the depth and marvels of my 
know’ledge, I left Mondi on the 7th, mounted on a 
most wretched-looking little horse, one howeier of the 
noblest race of Kooloo, a present forced upon me by 
the Rajah 

As I was internally blaming the expensive magnifi- 
cence of my stud, now amounting to four horses, I 
arnved at Sooket, where my tents w-ere pitched The 
first man I met w'as my groom, carrying a finger of his 
left hand in his right. The poor fellow was covered 
with blood It was Gulab Sing’s stalhon which had 
used him thus cnielly Without hesitating longer than 
Candide did when Issacar and the grand inquisitor inter- 
rupted his conversation with the fair Cunegunde, I pre- 
sented my gun, which I had on my shoulder, and killed 
the terrible animal on the spot The evening before, I 
had a serious quarrel with him, and dreaded some mishap 
to the poor groom I dressed the unfortunate man’s 
w'ound, after executing justice upon his enemy He- 
will be well in a few days, but will be discharged for 
having lied, by declaring when he entered my service 
that he had been a groom before Nevertheless, to 
console him for his mutilation as much as I can, 
he shall receive with his discharge two years’ wages, 
amounting to a hundred rupees. 
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On ibBlhh 1 crcKtM tbeSotlcJf**— xithwlul joj !— 

1 mnivot rxpTP** it. On roj' lanJinp »t ncLuporr from 
the inflated »kin«hicb terreil nir a«a boat itreetneJto 
me Imt a atej* to the Unt de } Unltcnitt The ftmnp 
Rajah who, on accoont of totne new knamy had 
excited an iB^Qiiyootbe fort of the political ayenl of 
Umlala— ay fr»end Mr Cleric— hmtenrd to pay roe 
bii mpertt. He «aa in bopei of oldainmj; my inter 
eei HTO with Mr Clerk Imt be recetred from me a 
lerere rcprit na nJ and retired In coofouon 

>Iy trnc^Satledfic relraoe banof become a*elets I 
diirair»ed the rocn ^tlog to each a mranl proper 
traned to hit aemcet. Thlacost roe a thon^and rapen. 
I obtained moftorer for iny encort the promotieoa 
ablch at my revert M AUard their General, made 
among them t Ittcuel Reg rrcrlTed a roplajn • eommii 
aimi and ao on of the othera ^Ty Ca^hmeerun aecre* 
tary who had been to ntefol to me wai in jnrtlce the 
bert rrwanled AU exprmted their gralitod and their 
regret at learlng roe io a roaoner ablch affected roe 
exceedingly \oo know nydear lather that I am not 
brare on nicb occa^fooii I was choked with emotion 
M*ithotit wailing for eocli of tbrm to tay adJen, and 
loroke Allah and Mohammed for ray bippinets, I 
mounted my hor*e and rode off with a rapidity ahich 
allowed no one to follow me 

I vat gaHoping along tho Sabhatoo road lowarda 
Kennedy# retidtnec when one of his messengtra 
hrooght mo a letter, which Informed m# that he er 
pected me at SemU. I hastened on and on the third 
day found myself under hn hospitable roof 
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He was not alone I found with him some old ac- 
quaintances, and a new one, Mr. Maddock, one of the 
most distinguished men m the country He has just 
left the residency of Lucknow for that of Khntmandoo, 
for ivhich place he ought already to have set out 
Must I tell you that it was in order to become ac- 
quainted uith me that, in defiance of his instructions, 
he remained at Kennedy’s, Mho, he knew, nas expect- 
ing me daily ? The cold drove us from Semla four days 
ago , but Mr Maddock ivill remain uith us at Subhatoo 
as long as I stay there. For ray part, it Mould reqmre 
a great effort of courage and unsociability not to stay 
whilst he IS there, for lam as much pleased with him 
as he IS Math me 

Nevertheless I have given the necessary orders for 
camels , and when they arrive at Bar, at the foot of 
the mountains, I shall take the road to Delhi. Lord 
William Bentinck, who has been detained at Kurnal by 
senouS illness, will no doubt be still in the impel lal city 
when I amve there 

The excellent M Allard has written to me since the 
interview at Rooper between the Governor-general and 
Runjeet Sing In the British camp, he found several 
of my friends, who received him in the most distin- 
guished manner He is delighted with the honours 
paid to him on this side of the Sutledge, especially 
those which he received from Lord Wilham Nothing 
can be better calculated to increase the great respect 
so justly paid to him at the Sikh court As his coun- 
tryman and friend, I learn all this with true delight , 
and It IS not without an increase of pleasure that I 
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think I hire of pornfol to biro id tbh mottn 
Dot«iih twxliD^ tnf dittUKv from the aceoe of tctkim 
The ^DOil old Genml Cftftwngbt bujoilbe^ •Qm> 
iQOord to CalmtU, ai a mtor^v oa a cnniotl tmL ^ 
tbU tirav at Delhi, I tbill at Mr WilUam Frattrt 
•rnico and thall be able without ofTe Dce to tDj one to 
apend with him ibe time of mj •taj' at Delhi where I 
roD«t ahip mjr coUectlona on the Jornna for Pane. On 
the doth or 31tt of Deeenber 1 aball leam the impenal 
dtf and pr oceed towarda DomW)' Adten m/ dear 
ffttber I with I coaid send )roa bralth for I bare 
aone to tpare fast { hope ytra bare no occasion for 
that of other people. I am OTerwhelmedmib Imiine^S 
and wrrte tbi« time to no one bnt \1ctor A Door 
deaox tbip, which iiHed on the dth of An^tl, bay 
been ((^naled in the hay of Den^ I hope the bnnge 
roe letten from yoru I bare none of Uter date than 
rebroary and they appear gnite eld. 1 embrace yoa 
witb all my heart 


TO 52^ rOE NOIZET DE FAINT P^UL. ARHAK. 

im Oe IJrilui 
A«rt«&rr23cd lt3I 

Mt otAX Zor, — If none of my former letten hare 
been lo*t on their way from Ctahmeer to Ama, ytm 
meet hart tboaght me alrooit a chatterer latt aammer 
bnt for the laM few roontba yon hare bad no occaaton to 
find buU with me on that aceonnU Smeo my departure 
from the io<<Bl]ed terreetnal Pindise 1 baro bad ao 
mneh to do that I bare entirely neglected my F nropeaa 
letter writing beretlhdest, daring tbU Intarral, I 
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have, so fai as my journejings and short moments of 
leisure vould allow, and on my father’s account. Wotted 
down a respectable chronicle of my sayings and doings , 
and this I yesterday concluded abniptly enough, in order 
to forward it to Calcutta I cannot speak to you of 
myself without repeating some part of that long epistle, 
and as my father uill most probably send you at least a 
few sheets of it, this present mil be very brief I am 
as gay as a lark at having done what I have, and at not 
having it to do over again This winter I am going to 
Bombay, and shall make a considerable circuit by uay of 
Poonah, the capital of the old Mahiatta monarchy I 
shall remain at Bombay dunng the rainy season, for, 
while it lasts, travelhngis impossible I shall afteruards 
proceed to Cape Comorin, which is twenty degrees of 
latitude from hence but this I think nothing of — it 
seems only a hop, step, and jump I have no more 
human obstacles to fear no more rascals ambuscaded in 
a mountain defile, with their long matchlocks and their 
“ you cannot pass ” — no more fears, no more night 
attacks Tilings will perhaps incommode me still more 
than men did in my expedition beyond the Sutledge 
The remainder of my Indian pilgrimage will be in a 
furnace and an oven by turns Meanwhile, I enjoy 
what IS left to me, and still give myself the pleasure of 
bemg cold here 

I have ceased to be the Plato of the world, the 
Socrates, the Aristotle of the age, the high and mighty 
lord Victor Jacquemont I have no longer any right to 
cut off noses and ears, or to levy tnbute. 1^ shall never 
again be treated as I was by the Rajah of Mondi, who 
received me as if I had been Runjeet himself, or the 
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bn*Vand of tbf oH h{« nfipbl^nir ts tbr ignorant 
Indiin< lodtcTotulj- tfrm Ibo finti'b Company On 
rrtwting ibf *' 0 lWgt* 1 to*! »U my lordly pntilrgt^ 
■nd Em onre morr p'*iD M Motor Janjormont w»lHnc 
tlionl eIoop wbm 1 eb«««‘ to Hetp tw otbrr r^mn 
than my walking Uick Tbi< rbang* krrpi me m 
perpctnal good bamaar Kot»nlb«Undmg the di lince 
frora tbe IIlmalayE to the good dly of 1 an*, I frrl 
tb*U by entering the temtonr* under llntiih rule I 
am brtmghl »ome linndred milet oearrr to tbtt eitr 
After all, my jonmer throogh the Ihinjab to Lavb 
metr ind the manner Sn »hWh 1 >r*a allowed to per 
forrj It are tiognUr cooogb. ^^*bat congratnUlionf 
qoc*tioD4 and enry it ealU forth 1 

A *ioi:le di) • mareh wPl bring me to the pUlni I 
despaired ofyoiniog lAJtd \\ lleotmck t but be ha' jo X 
been taken ilb which will delay hi' jonmey to Jayporr 
and I may eirpect to *ee him at Urlbb 

Adlen my dear conUn I cannot aern*e iron of 
goMiping bttt exce" i' a CioU in ererythlng c'pe 
rially in the pen Make the atnentfr Aonom&fe for the 
past and vnte to me in yonr rmallr^t hand on the 
Urgefl aboel of paper A lieo once more 


TO SL PRospcn Mi‘niMi‘c, ptm*! 

im fke JJHfaJt JltmaU^ %f^r lie 
mbrr ttUk \n] 

It M a Tcry long time aioce I wrote to yon my 
dear Prorpef I lot yoti hate been atill more negligen*^ 
towordi me 

1 am eerlaiDly at tho end of roy adrentorca. They 
VOL. u T 
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are so rare on this side of the Sntledge, that I have 
scarcely any chance of meeting; with more. Beyond 
the British possessions I found plenty of them , hut as 
none had an unlucky termination, notwithstanding; the 
ankward preamble of some, I do not regret having 
become acquainted with Oriental disagreeables of the 
ambulatory species 

On my return from Cashmeer, I saw at Umbntsir 
the festival of the Unloosed It is certainly the most 
magnificent in the East I was prudent enough to 
refuse the most picturesque of vice-royalties, that of 
Cashmeer, with an annual income of two lacs (500,000 
francs), — a piece of foUy according to some, and an act 
of extraordinary wisdom according to others , one, in 
short, becoming the Aflatoune el Zeman, Bocrtvt, Ans-« 
toune el Fennghistan, &c 

My prudent refusal has still farther exalted my repu- 
tation for wisdom Runjeet has ever since considered 
me an animal quite sui genet is, which could not be too 
highly honoured If ever you fancy that, to write 
pretty exotic tales, it is necessary for you to cross the 
Rhine and the Indus, you may rely, my dear fellow, 
upon all my protection 

Notwithstanding the ctescendo of Runjeet’s atten- 
tions, I find it 18 still very pleasant to be once more 
among “ the perfidious islanders ” My present host is an 
amiable man, the best paid of all the captains of artilleiy 
in this sublunary world He is more of a King of Kings 
than Agamemnon himself, without any Achilles to 
oppose him among the petty mountain Rajahs his 
vassals A regiment of Gorkha sepoys insures his 
absolute sovereignty from the Jumna to the Sntledge 
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Hus mOTiUDi' he ptid me the comphraent of hAriug a 
grand renew with finng to prore to me that he knew 
something of his mcddentil profession of colonel o? 
in&ntrj which I had been disputing bnt ho insisted 
upon my being on borsebeck m full dress of Ailatoiine 
(a blick European coat) as he bad m storo for me aE 
the hononn dae to a general officer inspecting his 
corpi^ The wholo tune the renew lasted 1 was near 
fidling from my horse and when my artillery friend bad 
made his scoundrels perform all their antics, be concluded 
with a general adrance towards roe,ius men presenting 
arms, and he himself salotm^ with hu sword and 
taring ** Now Jac^emont, take off your hat and make 
a speech!” He wu goucong me, bnt 1 repaid him 
snth*iiEcrest m lus own com With tbe utmost cool 
nets, and in the tone appropnnte to inspection speeches, 
I commenced a long ngmarole in English, without 
head or tafr, which so npset bu grerity that be ordered 
the drums to beat and dismissed tbe men without 
waiting for the conclnsion After six months of shso- 
Inta solitude, erery frolic does me good, eren an English 
one. I certainly see the English, for the most part, in 
a more adrantageoos hght than they exhibited them 
selres to yon. I am particularly lucky with them 
Howerer I hare no Tery greot reason to be ram of 
this success They become so heartily bred of them 
telret in their distant sobtary stations, that erery new 
free is a God send to them. 

Such among them as are still bachelors, espeaslly 
m India, bare s style of manner which is not our 
bonhommt but they bare much more of the ^ood 
fellow than we hare from thirty to fifty Two other 
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friends besides myself share Captain Kennedy’s hospi- 
tality One IS a brother officer of his in the artillery, 
the other the ex-resident of Lucknow, the largest city 
in India I know not how we manage at, but we aie 
earned to bed every night bursting with laughter 


TO MADAIME VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS. 

Svhhatoo tn the British Himalaya 
December 1^/ 1831 

My dear Madam, — I answer your letter of the 
29th of March last, which I received only to-day You 
remind me of the date of mine, uhich had just then 
reached you, a year after it was UTitten This mode of 
corresponding is indeed melancholy, recollection having 
ample time to be lost But with so great a distance 
between us, and the impossibility of wnting by question 
and answer, the only way to meet is to advance towards 
each other, and repeat this kind of journey frequently 
We must not wait to receive a visit before we return it 
When you read these lines, time u ill have alleviated 
the bitterness of sorrow caused by the great and melan- 
choly bereavement you had just suffered when you wTote. 
I was veiy young u hen a similar misfortune happened 
to me • you must remembei it I think that, from the 
very reason of my extreme youth, it was the more 
cruel The affections of childhood are but little divided 
Ihe chances of an innocent adolescence on the very 
threshold of youth, had not made me acquainted ivith the 
happiness of any but fihal love This faculty of loving 
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•till existed u Its intffntj »nd I tboo^bt lud kr^t ell 
Bt B ttoirr 

1 do not know bet tHonlil tblnk that vlicn tnitfortone 
^arpmci d» m tbe midit of our career, et a l>enod abea 
oar tentlbllitj ii completrijr dcTolopcO in ell ite formy 
end ie ncmsiTclj exerct^cd id each of tbem it moet 
be lew terrible. There ere cnminele whom a herbannif 
cbe^tement roiKei to indication bardenf,end cncmi 
regw to iinicl® effrioet their jwni'hment N\Tiy do 
tboM excrocteting tormente of morel eril exi«t in the 
world? If not the woondedeonl lometiraiw hardened by 
a iDikfortatie thejattice of which is iDcomprcherttible to 
OUT intellect? Pardon me for teJfcing to yon that, yoti 
who here wept lo yoan^t fot^re me it Is better nerer 
to think of soeb thinc 

1b the world with wUfcb we ere eec*^Q**d, there it 
no ntahty tbet u net below hope end the bepplnt life 
that I can cooceire ii that which hope doee not deteit 
for a ilngio moment Happy thrico happy ihoto who 
hebere and hope 1 Happy too tbe child who bai been 
able to ^Id tbe declining years of those who watched 
orer bii yooth I How p«Uy oojht IhU idea to soothe 
and tmtigai* your lorrow I 

lerhajM I ihonld hare done better by not wrtlng if 
I hare cmly increeaed yoor affliction Bat bebero me, 
I shall always be afflicted when yon are to. I share the 
happiness yon enjoy In your boibond, yonr daagbtera, 
and the qaaUties with which too are endowod. 

Adieu, dear Afadam, adieu I 
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TO M PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS 

Bussee, tn the Country of the protected Sikhs, twenty-four miles 
North of Umbala, December 5th 1831 

In the first place, my dear brother, excuse the thick- 
ness of this paper Let me piose ever so httle, my 
letter wiU neigh two pounds, but as John Bull pays the 
postage from hence to Calcutta, and our highly esteemed 
public from thence to Pans, never mind Besides, I 
have no alternative 

The excessive slowness of our correspondence is a great 
nuisance. The only compensation is its safety, since 
we have sent it through the ministry of the manne — 
Let us begin with business 

I regret much that the ministerial decision of October 
1830, granting me an annual increase of salary to the 
amount of four thousand franfcs, has not been ngorously 
carried into execution, and that its eflfect has been 
hmited to the last quarter of the said year, which 
makes the total only nine thousand francs. Sending off 
my collections will cost me a great deal of money, 
and the campaign of 1832 will Be very expensive. 
I have just discovered that I owe three months’ 
wages to some of my people, and eight months' wages to 
others I shall sraait for this at Delhi, where I must 
moreover buy another horse I have three at present 
One IS my pretended Persian, which brought me to this 
place from Calcutta — a rascal that threw me a score 
times before I even reached Benares, and in 1831 ate 
more than double his value, during the six or seven 
months of indolence which he enjoyed in the plains, 
, while I was in the mountams. The second is the Rajah 
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of ^foTKlit Cimolu ghotint cxc«Ucnt ^T^ hti vt}* ~ 
bnt he i< of no n*e to me on my journey to Botnhay 
tiwl I thercforo ch^ml » Wm too. Tho tliW u my 
charger »hidi I hare ndJen rinco 1 left I^ahore — he 
has lost hu egTerahle pace, ctmUnue* to rc«r, end lia 
become hard of month Moreoter Uho til the hor»e^ 
of the Poi^bee chlefi he It occoitomed to cat nothing 
hut tugart hu keep therelbro c«U roe double that of 
another — «o I ahall tend him back to M AUanL 

hio*p tho lca»t a general renewal can coat me n 
taelre or 6fieen hundred franc*, and that without being 
extrtTagaut If I telcct a borae from one of the 
Company a caralry regiments 1 •hall hate to pur 
eight hundred rupee*, or two ibonumd ouo huDdrfl 
franca (at U that bdng the price at which lha ofEcerv 
are allowed to make a cboico of Uu> kind. Sear Delhi 
there are two ilods which roy Wend Mr Willmm 
Frawr knowa tborougblr and I hate thcreforo uknl 
him to mako the pnrehaae for me. 

I bare occB»ofied M AlUrd rery nuracroua erponre*, 
and, DOtwltbitanding hu pay of a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty thou^d francs a year he Is so ncher than 
inytelf alneo the bankruptcy of Mr Palmer tho most 
celebrated banker in Ana. Thla gentleman iaQed at 
Calcutta twenty months ago for the moderate fiom of 
MTtnty fire mllUofu of francs. In derising thereforv 
some mesns of msking him a present, I hsre thought of 
sending him a lottery tideet which will cost mo a 
hundred and twenty-eight rupee* and may wm him 
IGO 000 I should tdl yon that ereiy six months, there 
is a lottery at Calcutta, eonsistiDg of six thousand 
tickets, at a hundred and tsreoty rupees each regulated 
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111 sucli a manner tliat only a twelftli of the capital 
deposited remains in the bank. This sum serves to 
cover the expense of several charitable institutions, 
which however is only a pretence to sanctify this sort 
of gambhng, and induce the saints to risk their cash, 
which all of them do as well as those who are not saints 
The number of civil and military officers 'throughout 
India 18 about six thousand, being as many as the 
tickets There are but few of them uho from the day 
of their arrival in India, till that of their departure from 
it, do not impose upon themselves this voluntary half- 
yearly tax of a hundred and twenty-eight rupees* 
Between ourselves, when I have had the ticket bought 
for M. Allard, I have a mind to do like the rest, and 
have one bought for myself out of my good friend 
Runjeet Sing’s rupees 

But I am dreadfully puzzled, and you will certainly 
laugh at my embarrassment I think myself sure of 
winning the great prize, 160,000 rupees, or at least the 
second, 80,000, that is to say 500,000 oi 250,000 
francs. What the deuse shall I do with the money^ 
If I send it to you, I shall be asked on my return, 
where I stole all that money — what Rajah I have 
plundered, and so forth I pray therefore that my 
number may be drawn a blank 

The only consideration which might pubhcly justify 
me, and cause me unhesitatingly to confess wffiere I 
derived my income of five-and-twenty thousand francs a 
year, would be the origin of the one hundred and twenty- 
eight rupees with which the hook is to be baited , which, 
of course, are derived from the huge bags sent to me 
from time to time by Runjeet Sing. Nothing is more 
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of a lottery than the caprice or farooT of an Atiabo 
pnoce. 1 haro won tome acore tbontanda of franca 
witbont itakin^ a f^rthiDg^ and mraly I may nik one 
lamp to catch another To hoard hionej' gained in tnch 
a manner wcmld be mlaerly Bot enough of tneh folly 

Mr Maddock waa taken Ul at Kennedy i irhile I was 
thaiing with him the Himalaya artilleryman ■ hoapita* 
lity and I took poaaetalon of the patient 1 purged him, 
gare him an emetic, end made him take quinine and 
larementa, (a horrihle thin;' to an Enghthman ) oaed 
ainapiima, camphor ^ctiona, &c. and toon aet bim 
on ha legi agun. There woa no time to lose he a at 
seized mth the mountain ferer which It almoat endemic 
in the low hot, and moUt aalloy all round Snbbatoo 
It it a pleasure to put ones self out of tbe way for 
grateful people If I wore to go to Nepaul instead of 
Bombay I anoro yon I tbonld meet with a splendid 
reception for ray ex patient Mr Maddock la Betident 
at the court of Kbatmandoo. 

X taught Kennedy too to euro himtaU^ without medi 
one of a complaint to which he is rnl^ecb The &ct 
u, I think myself a better Indian pbynaan than most 
of the Company ■ doctors 'Wbeuertr I hare met with 
any clerer ones, I hare talked to them of nothing but 
their profeaswu, thus benefiting by tbeir expenence t 
whflst, for my own part, my camp, espooiUy this year 
when it was so numerous furniihed me erery dar with 
some patient or other Be easy therefore about me, 
and be persuaded that if I sbonld happen to be taken HI, 
I shall not drug myself with lets rnccets than others 
Cholera is fabulous I hare nerer seen it, and am pre- 
pared to surpnse the people of Pane a good deal, when 
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nUtj l.'fi lu hintl lu< nil rhniir.* ot ti v oninn Ixirtx <1 

Htit ns (holom is nn jtd r ii> I urnji- , n or 

tuonlioiit tlnl ilisi 1 SI It * nnit tnnrs rvttn' ' s till itilin- 

hilnnts of lilt* |;ri il Iii'lnn nti< iuhI nnl *'s mtv 

linvor mnoiifj tlm nntu** jnnxilntion Turojt'Mis nrn 
pnlilom Its Mctinis, « J»«riiiu u'rndfn > i\ ; lull tin sol- 
iltiTs of till' l.iirojo'^oi mrps, Irish, niMirti I to iiiloxi- 
titioii.nn* sui'jit nv.^j h) it in pn nt nil mix rs ^ on 
fit'!, then, thnt it is no • onr<*rii of imm IImn';i>r, ln> 
U tiiiiliTstooil, thnt if It is ph 1 SI il to n icii in I’onihn) 
iiPNl Mil), 1 til ill not ihsputi' its r.>-<nlt nri in thnt ritt, 
liiil ahull rrpnr I'lst uhi'fo ut n rospurtfiil ilistnncx 

I Mill ciiilc'i^oiir, mIioii thn tinn conn- to profit h) 
jour mUico lu; to the proprinlj of rotnrinng- to Kiiropo 
(luring’ tin* snininnr In truth, the thought of n Punsinn 
M inter ninkes mo fool rutin r ui comfort ihlx Here, on 
the lc\el phiii't of Iinlin, in the GO’ of htitinle, uilli 
orunge nnd (lute treis, sngnr i un- , phntmna, in ingoes, 
ami other tropitnl productions nnnind me, I run untiiig 
to jou hj the firc-sule, m a Mrelihed hut huilt for the 
ncconuuoilutioii of imnlids who go to Semin in f.earcli 
of coolness Meuiuhile, I am drossetl in mj disguise 
of a mIuIc hear of Tihtt, uilh flnnnel uinloi nc ith, and a 
long, hrond girdle of shawl o\er it , and though it he a 
cloudless noon and I in a house, or rather a kind of 
house, I shner at the firc-sulc though dressed m this 
manner I walked this morning more than half the 
waj, mj' feet being too cold when on horseback. This 
chillj’’ constitution of mine is admirahlc in n poor deni 
who IS going ns far ns Capo Comorin, hut if it con- 
tinues longer, I shall be forced at Pans to mount a 
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po»^loQT mulded deuiUettt at tbe risk of btlng mis 
taken for a pneet. 

I left Sabbatoo jeeterdaj afternoon and If joo look 
at tbe map yon rrill leo that 1 made baito throxifh the 
Talley of Hnjore vbicb I crotaed, mtbont perteinng it, 
in the very teeth of tho quartan agne Rhich preTuiU 
there nearly tho whole yew To make up for tho time 
loot at Snhbatoo (hir Maddock does not call it lost) 
I shall go to-morrow to Umhala. Fonr-and4wenty 
Engltih milea, or ten post leagnes U a good long day a 
journey m India. Yon would be of my opinion, and that 
of the generalrty of men on this snlject, were ytm to 
see the txconated hacks of the balf-atarred camels that 
carry a portion of the baggage tbe wagons and bullocks 
OTnreyug the remainder t and if yon knew the neees 
nty there is of opening unpacking and displaang erery 
thing in the oTanlug and of doeing up, re-cording in the 
morning &c. &o. At this season of tbe year such things 
art pleasant, as we have constantly the finest weather in 
tbe world; hut when the rain comes, it &lls in torrents, 
kon hare bad some spedmens of it in your professional 
lift so I shall give you no account of these deluges. 

Jobbing m indigo Is ruining all tbe commeroal houset 
in Cakutta. If they were to conBne themselres to the 
profits of their commission they would sU make for 
tunes. I am gUd to hear that Messra. Crnttenden 
Mackillop, and Co., do not gamble in that way 

My only olgectioa to them is my knowlodgo of a 
number of debts due to them which they will never 
recover Nothing is more common in India than to 
owt 60 000 100 000 or even more than double that 
sum of rupees ; and the debton are freqaently captsius 



220 


A .TOtJUM \ IN INDIA, TIIJFT, 


nt GOO rnpcC"; n month, or f.iirpi^oons nt 1000 or 1200. 
All till'; proceodp from iho mnnm of Innnj l)o\on(l their 
income':. 'J he public notion is, that the ag’cnts at Cal- 
cutta arc a pack of thioiec, anti that it is delightful to 
o^cr-rcnch them, T he Lnglish, so proud, so tenacious 
of their honour, suffer theinschcs to ho dragged before 
the King’s Bench at Calcutta, for debts tnil) shameful, 
and for mIiicIi there can be no cncusc, oNcept in the 
insanity of the debtors 

This IS their mode of reasoning.' — 

“ I am an English gentleman — that is to sa}, one of 
the most bnlhant animals in the creation 

“I ha\c forsaken thoJo^s of Europe, and the de- 
lights of mj domestic circle, I liaie bid farenell to ni) 
ray friends, in order to come and live in this boast of a 
country 

“ Ergo, in compensation foi this, I have a right to cat, 
drink, dress, live, ride, <S.c &c , m the most mngni- 
heent st)le And if my income is not sufficient, I mil 
run in debt to meet this necessitj ” 

To most of them, it Mould seem that an English 
gentleman M’ho should drink nater. Mould lose caste and 
become a Pariah, like a Hindoo mIio drinks a glass of 
M’lne, or a Mussulmaun mIio eats a slice of ham I 
should think it must be the same in England The 
gentlemen on the other side of the Channel, have need 
of a strong lesson of politeness fiom the people, in order 
to learn that a gentleman may eat a bad dinner mthout 
its lalhng him, and M'ear an old coat Mithout catch- 
ing the Itch HoM’ever, the thing is bren-ing in that 
quarter, you and I are destined to see the shell burst 
The abohtion of the rotten boroughs muU do no more 
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there than did Catholic emancipation m IrrUnd 
That mbfch the In b nxnt muitcd before eTnything 
elic — cipeoallj' before wiitalilj' of political n^jhl*,— 
wu potatoes to eat; and eminapation has not put a 
•logle one more into their months. ^^'hAt the Engliih 
people now want ta bread* They bare the nmplicity to 
beliore that a reformed porhament will gire it to them 
an error which they wilt aoon rectify when they come to 
put their new electoral law* to tho test. I would not 
exchange the lot of France for tho next thirty yean for 
that of England. 

Ldt onr papers make yon magnify a fly bnxziDg 
ahoot Calenttn into a monster let mo tell yon that a 
bind of rogues (flikheera,) beggars, and ragnbonds out 
of employ all ^Ttmnlmaaft^ hare lately been plunder 
ing some riUiges on the lefi bank of the Ilooghlr 
Ihey hire thra bed tbo Dnrkondan and Cbolndara 
(patrol and policemen) of the district and hare increoaed 
to the number of two tbonsand men at least, armed 
with swords, pLes, bludgeons, and matdilocka. A 
regiment of Indian infantry was despatched against tbo 
MooUbies (a religious appellation, which the robbers 
bare assumed) with a hundred horse and two pieces 
of light artillery Thoy kiDed and look a great num 
her m the first engagement a second wnll settle the 
business. All this has been going on ten or twclro 
leagues from Calcutta. 

Farewell my dear I orphTre "UTiat admirahlo things 
are my bed dinner*— a chicken as hard as wood coerio 
cakes, and water my beTeragel Here am 1 after two 
dayi of this frugal regimen the same man again as 
before I spent a fortnight with Kennedy, who would 
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most infallibly have made me ill if I had remained witli 
him any longer. The English have no conversation 
they remain at table for hours after dinner in company 
with numerous bottles, which are kept in constant cir- 
culation. How can one help drinking? Having nothing 
to do, can of itself mali''a man drink. I smoked hke a 
steam-engine in order to let the bottles pass without 
making them deviate from their elliptic orbit round our 
oval table But I was obliged to do as others did. 
Hence, disturbed sleep, indistinct ideas next morning, 
and the necessity of galloping about during a couple of 
houis hke the English, to digest the dinner of the pre- 
ceding day I have resolved, therefore, to preserve my 
savage manners whenever I chance to moor in any port 
of Bntish civilisation, and to drink my milk or my 
water, and eat my cakes among guests who wiU laugh 
at my meagre fare With what pleasure shall I desert 
this system, when we are all collected round our old 
father’s little round table with the intention of doing 
justice to a good soup, a leg of mutton, and a few 
bottles that may have patience enough to wait in the 
cellar till my return I 


Delhi, December 21st 1831 

My dear Porphyre, — At this place, where I ar- 
nved on the evening of the I6th, I found four immense 
packets of letters waiting for me None of the preced- 
ing ones for the last two yeare are missing, and I am going 
to answer them as fast as I can I send you what I 
have ready for you, adding only one word now as it 
IS growing dark Know then that I am wonderfully 
well , that I arnved in time to spend six and thiily 
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Iionri with Lord »nd Ltdy Wlllami that I am d©- 
li^ted with them I that m ten daja I thall start for 
Bombay, when I hare shipped on the Jamna raj col 
lection now being incloeed m tin and hard dry wood 
an inch thick. I lore jon and embrace yon with all 
my heart. 


TO U JACQOEMONT TIIE ELDER, PARIS 

Skmm h€tweM SuUtatm nd Dwi^h Dtt, &A 1B31 
gtni />«■ JMU, Jn. ICUL 

A PEW days ago my dear father I sent yon a long 
letter from Sobhatoo which 1 began at the penod of 
my depaitnre from Caabmeer costinned at different 
tunei donng the remaindar of my jonmey beyond the 
Sotledge and terminated at Semla, at Captain hen 
nedy i. Porphyro will tell yon why I amled mytelf 
of the Captain % hoepiUlity longer than I intended, or 
than was conrenient for the continnatiDD of my jonmer 

Tonr Ko 25 of the 18th of March last, reaped me 
on the 1st of December at Sobhatoo, and there u not 
one Ime m its three long page* which baa not afforded 
me pleasnre It Is delightfol thns to paw the penod 
of our aeperation to onr matoal Mtis&ction. 

Yon ask me at the beguiiung of your letter what I 
was doing on that day? It was the 13th of March 
I had just amred at Lahore and was walkiog alone 
in an Arabian Night ■ garden thinkmg of my good 
fortune, or gmng my arm to the excellent man who 
innted me thither &om the centre of Ubet- I then 
made my first appcerance at the court of Ilnr^eet Sing, 
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nii<l I imi from this lir.l iiitt'rvmw imirh lOt nsfl v illt tho 
.'^iKh motmrth In iho ilcir.int In!l of ihr httlo jxihco 
in wliirh I ri'sifli'd, I tmuKl, on ni} rolnrii from tlit 
Unph, n liilih' hml out Invurionslj mul tn‘-(ofulIv , iiftor 
th(‘ 1 rcnch fislitnn, itml hv n frn'inll) liction I dni tlie 
liotiotir>i to the M*r\ persons who hitd [irondod the Inn- 
«]iml A ‘'idcrl troop of iho Kitn^’s Cnshnu't’mn nnin- 
/oii'i nine h^ liH onh rs to mnioio mov, ilh n roncort nnd 
Inll. riio com erl Mn*; cxcLrildo, oni'iit il music homer 
om* of the mo-.t disnrrroo'ihlo musts 1 rrerluanl, hut 
tho ^h»^\ -ndt m od nml \olaptuous ilnnro of IWhi end 
Cnshmoor is om' of iho most iiprrooihio th.it mn he per- 
formed. I \\ill also ntlmit that tile Cnshinecrmn tfon- 
rn/M r had an inch of colour on their fares, %ormilioii 
on their lips, red ami whitt on their chceKs, ami hlith 
round their c)os IJiit this dauhtr) uns "ver) p^ett^ , it 
/jncs e\trnoidinnr\ lustre to the nlre.uh bc.iutiful and 
^er} lar','t e)es of the nastern uomeii 

A }C.ir hefoic, ami on the same da\, if I hare n good 
memor) , I w us jia) mg' nn tier oirs to the simdc of the 
Groat Mogul at Delhi. What shall I he doing ou the 
no\t lOth of March ’ 

In casting a p.iternallj complaisant glance at the com- 
mencement of nu .imhnlutor} gramlonr at .Scran, joii 
ask mo what I did with the Iln]ah of IJis'alnr’s present, 
his bag of musk M'^h}, I placed the republican, 
according to IMontosqmeu’s notion, and overciscd self- 
denial The Rajah’s musk stinks at the bottom of 
a bale of shnw Is, treated w ith as little ccremon} as 
itself When it is cold enough for me to put on 
a girdle, I take it from another uninfected bale of 
shawls. 
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At de MeUy retd M Mtriiti* book which jou 
mention whQe he wu tt tett but he oted to ipeak to 
ill of It ertry ity, thtt I drew back hi affnght from the 
tix Tolomo. They hare confirmed joo, jon tell me 
in jonr contempt of the anaent hteretore of India. 
Dot ^on inqnlTTi whether Santcnt U ■ofEdentlj well 
tmderttood for all the beantiet of the mptholo^cal poetry 
of the Indiana to be appreciated 7 To thk 1 reply that 
errort excepted, Mr Horace WiUon U the onlyEaropcan 
in India perfectly act^nalnted with Sanaent. There it 
bnt one of the Drahmlnt at Denarta who knowa it better 
than he) and whaterer may he onr more recent pretan* 
mona to a knowled^ of that Ungnage, and thoae of the 
Gcrretna, not excepting even the Baron d Eckatein, I 
behere that not one of the adepU in Europe knowa a 
quarter to mhch u Mr \VIUon doe*. The latter gen 
tleman of cemrae, tnya that the lasgnoge u beantifol \ 
that ita grammaHcal atrnctnre U admirably logical inge> 
nioui and perfect and that ila IHerature which is 
exdoairely poetical both In form and matter la equally 
worthy of admiration. 

I conceire the enloginmt lariahed on the uutroment 
to he deterred and tincere hnt 1 anapeeted the honesty 
of those awarded to the worka. 

I hare no donbt in my own mind that the Brahmina 
potaetted much informatioQ to which they are now 
ttrangera. In thb respect, India retemhlet ^gypt 
and the rimilanty between the two conntiiei ia not con 
fined to thla drcnmitance 

* mwetn de rioda larimae tt moiem* I Am 

tOOO ETut Jhm Cbdit Imvo k bm Jwin. 6 raU. 8ra. Pub, 
— E*. 
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You are cunous to know the extent of information at 
present possessed by the upper classes in Central India 
■\Vitbout uronging them, I might anticipate the conti- 
nuation of my journey, and inform you beforehand that 
in general they are as ignorant ns the lou er classes But 
next year I shall no doubt have an opportunity of seeing 
a good many Rajpoot and Mahratta chieftains , and I 
will then tell you what I can make of them From 
Delhi to Seringapatam, the Ilindostanee is the colloquial 
language of their courts, as Persian is the wntten lan- 
guage of their chanceries. I now speak the former with 
great ease, and understand the latter tolerably welL 
Thus, my ainosity 'will be neither deaf nor dumb, when 
I find an opportunity, in the sequel of my journey, of 
exercising it on this matter. 

The Journal des Dehats, which you sent me, told me 
nothing that I had not previously read in the Constttu- 
iionnel, in the month of September, at Cashmeer 

I know neither when nor how the British sway in 
India will terminate, but of this I am certain, the poor 
Tartars will have nothing to do in accelerating its down- 
fall India, in a military point of view, is too civihsed 
to have anything to dread fi’om the mounted hordes of 
Turkistan, even if she had not European officers to 
command her armies Look at Runjeet Sing , — he has 
only twenty -five thousand weR-disciphned troops, and 
with so small a force he makes his northern neighbours 
tremble. 

The Bntish power in India will never pensh, I think, 
by foreign aggression Of physical strength, the British 
will always have more than could be brought against 
them on the Sutledge or the Indus , but their matenal 
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ttrenglh bu no o<ber fonnctatlon *t prrv«nt thin moral 
rtrength — tery poirtdal, It h two tmt i»bicb eapnct* 
nugbt orcrtum. Tbeo all troaU unk at onco I WTut 
ercot can prodoct tbi« abock? — nndonbtedlj tbe rr- 
awmkrabg of reli^oos frrbn^ Tluf may occur to- 
morrow or it may not happen for a century to come 
Dot altbongb much may bo taid on tbe n1pect» I am 
my dear fitber to wi«h yon a good night (for it 
ii Tery late) and fall asleep with tbe mne certainty you 
hare at Para of finding erery thing in tbe precise litoa 
tioa tivmorrow that it occnpiea to*day Indeedt 1 even 
beliere my cbaacet of finding tbe morrow tbe nme aa 
the prerious day roach grealer than yonra. 

A£eu * I embrace and lore you with all my heart 


TO M rnospcR MEWsifer, rAnis. 

fMrepaf tiirtjf wtUa DtHl 

i>fmdxr IM IB3L 

Mr HEAR pROirtR^— Excuse Ihu largo aheet of 
foolscap which is anythiog but select. May you neror 
hare to write on such paper wrtb a peacock • feather 
In India, such pens hare all deslrahle local character, 
but beyond that, they are not worth a mih. 

Great ia my joy at finding mjtelf once more among 
the Bntlsh. On the other tide of the Sotledgc espe- 
oilly m the mountains, them it always a chance of 
eoeonntenng a bond of ragahonda, armed with match 
locks, who tay to you, “ You jmi not hero j ” and this 
uniocl^ chance has often been my lot in the course of 
my journey Upon that my secretary would pull out 
q9 
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of his pocket a ternble firman of Runjeet Sing’s, in 
which he enjoined his friends and lieges of the plain and 
the mountain, not only to give free passage tb the Plato 
of the age, ahas the Lord Victor Jacquemont, but also 
to provide hay, straw, &c for the aforesaid lord, and to 
do all that he reqmred This subhme passport having 
been read, the rascals with matchlocks said, very quietly, 
that it was aU Hebrew to them , that not one of them 
understood a word of Persian , that, besides, they were 
not Runjeet Sing’s servants, but those of such and such 
a petty Jagmrdar or Zemindar (vassal chief), and that 
they acknowledged no commands but those of their 
master With these words, knocking the ashes from 
their matches, they would repeat, “You pass not here ! ” 
I assure you, my dear friend, that it reqmred no mean 
diplomatic talents to get on in spite of all this, and that 
more than one secretary of embassy would have been 
very much puzzled , for, however numerous my escort, 
its adversaries were usually in so strong a majonty, 
that by negociation alone could I succeed in obtain- 
ing a passage Once only (and that was during the 
expedition with which I terminated my campaign beyond 
the Sutledge) I judged that the strength lay on my side, 
and I laconically showed the matchlock-men the long 
,and sharp lances of my cavalry. They saluted me 
down to the ground, and presented arms, after their 
fashion, as I passed I almost regretted their civility , 
it deprived me of a pretence for having a tussle with 
this odious body of matchlock-men, in which they would 
have been the losers 

On this side of the Sutledge the people are very much 
tamed No one ever thinks of saying to the bearer of 
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t to 1 mU/ white fMt> tUilrlemil “yon /iitt nothtrel 
10 CDQch tiwJ In Ihe Panjnh, The Pn!» h btro dettroyeJ 
in ibeir povM^»lotn the oripnalilj* of AiUtlc nunnm 
l-ejond lie Home*tlc arcle of e»fh InditHtul. They 
hire no lonprr any pfctnrrt^oo fftlnre lot are tety 
conTrnlftjl for n*e 

I ^re the »tonr« of the Hnntlsya a |;mt ptoof of 
attaehnrat, io Inrlng Iloi^rH SId]; on their aeeonnt 
three Jayt brforr hi« Inlrmew with the Oormior 
prnmh \\e Indun*, who do not iWnh of thJt 
intemrw than of that between Napoleon and Alntandef 
on the Nietneo, fancy that yonr papera will !•« greedy 
of the drlaHa with whWh ihoae of Calrolta vHl npply 
them ; u if the people at l*ana cared ahonl the Snlledyr 
Hooper Hcnjcet ^lof orl^ordW BenUnrk 
locrderlhat when yon are mlnrttef for foreign affaut 
yon may be lolmhly well ac^naloted wlib iheto tnatim 
take a map of Indu and look ^oUe at the lop of U for 
theSolledpe where It learea the njonnUina- Iflbemap 
la at all rareate In iti detafla^ yon will find on the left 
bank of that nter Hooper, Hoopnr Uopar Hoponr, or 
Ropnr 

In general, yoa may conalder at belonging to the 
Hntiih all the ronotry on the left lonV of the Sntledge, 
and lower down of the lodot, after the former rirer 
haa flowed into iL 

ThU li a bod line of ranitary defreee 
Tha Indnt, on iha contrary etpeckny In the middle 
part of it* comwe belareen Altoek and Dehra Ghan 
Kbaji would be an exeeUeut nue^ 

The Houlant might preaeot themtelrei before it in 
ilrong force almoit without meeting any oUtacle on 
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tlicir route. Thej uould march at their case through 
Persia , -whilst Afghanistan, which for the last twenty 
yean, has been divided into a multitude of little inde- 
pendent and extremely weak principalities, would he 
unable to arrest their progress for a single day. It is, 
moreover, be}ond all doubt that the Afghans would 
spontaneously increase the numbers of any army march- 
ing to the conquest of India To plunder India, was 
the former trade of the Afghans, the road to which they 
would JO} fully resume 

Instructions have, therefore, come hither from the 
Honourable Court of Directors to gain by treaty with 
the Ameers of Sind and Runjeet Sing, the navigation 
of the Indus, in order to bring British troops by steam 
from Bombay, in case of any hostile demonstrations in 
Persia on the part of Russians. 

Tlie Ameers of Sind are the lords of Tatto, Hydera- 
bad, and other places in the vicimt}' of the mouth of 
the Indus They have been independent ever since 
the dissolution of the Afghan empire. For these twenty 
years past, Runjeet Sing has been coveting their country, 
and would long ago have seized it, had he not dreaded 
the displeasure of the British 

The Ameers have just been informed that if they do 
not afford every lacihty and protection to the commer- 
cial and mihtary navigation of the British on the Indus, 
they will be left to Runjeet Sing’s tender mercies 
They have lost no time in replpng that they are the 
submissive slaves of the old lady of London, and that 
it will be their pleasure as well as their duty to estabhsh 
dock-yards for British steam-vessels, on the banks of 
their nver. 
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In the erect of a threat from llnuU, the Crttuh 
wocJd go up the rirer and take up a portion on iu left 
bauk. coQie^eutlj ic Tlunjeet Singt douaiuiont. 

The iDterriew at Hooper wn so doubt intended to 
cemeut more ftrongljr the uiuou of the two powertr 
flatter Rnnjeel ■ nnltf wnh the attenliout •boim hm 
b^ the old lady • pro-te m pore hualocd, and tsdoce hm 
to form a defeutire alliaace with her against acj indis 
creet adreraaiy coming from the North or from the 
WciU 

TbU timei manj ‘good bard lacs of rupeea were 
expended withoot adraoctog the buaiuea one jot* 

Huigeet wQl prombe aign, and twesr all that U 
aiked ^ him t and when the Rutmns come if thej 
erer do, whkh t do not think will happen rery aoon 
be will cotmder himself <jaite as freo to act actordlog to 
hu fancy u we approred of his Catholic hlajefty'i 
doing after the takmg of Cadis by the hero of the 
Trocadero 

If he thinks that by aiding the Knssiana they will 
succeed in dislodging the DnUsh from India, he will 
most certainly atsut them, being well pemaded that 
these new comers will not be able to maintain their 
eosquest and that then his own tarn wiH amre to 
attempt gaining pottessKin of India* lie is already 
rather old and infirm to accomydish such a prefect but 
if hiir a scorn of years elapse before he commences it, 
he win surely fisTI 

If Hnnjeet were sincerely allied to the BnUih, he 
would depnre the llas^ans of erery dtance of success. 
The foDj of the cabinet at Calcutta consists in their 
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inifigming^ that there are diplomatic means of securing- 
the Sikh Monarch’s fidelity. 

The Governor-general gave him splendid f6tes,vhich 
Runjeet returned vith no less magnificence The Bom- 
bay and Calcutta newspapers for the last month speak 
of nothing else. This wretched trifling is transcendent 
policy w’lth them No style is noble enough for the 
recital of these things The journalists thus find it 
impossible to depict the Sikh Pnnee with his most 
charactenstic features. Not one of these papers, for 
instance, has dared to statd that, on his second visit to 
Lord William Bentmck, Runjeet gravely committed a 
nuisance in a corner of the superb tent, in which he 
happened to be with Lord William and his whole court 

The backs of my camels are one continued wound, 
my bullocks are lame, and I shall be clever if with such 
an equipage I can breakfast the day after to-morrow at 
Delhi I long to'amve there , for I have every reason 
to hope that I shall there find two packets of letters 
Rom France , and the last I received are dated in 
March 

Wnte and tell me all that has happened to every one 
of our fnends since the month of July 1630 Give me 
also some news of the literary world, if it has not been 
entirely swallowed up by politics Is M Gerard still 
first painter to the King ? Who is that M Cavaignac, 
whom I never heard of, and who without saying, “get 
out of the way 1 ” made such a splendid speech in the 
Cour Royale ? What is become of the Scheffers, the 
Thierrys, the Globites and the Globulars, the Baron de 
Saint Lazare, the Baron de Stendhal, and a fair lady 
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whom ytm told mo I frlgfatoncd dreadfully one Tcry 
T*ifiy mornio^ ? 

Wnte, my dear fhend, with yoTir Urgwt pen, on the 
ttnn^nt l*J* jxxtife end u you 

ue I do not itint mytelf in quantity 

1 ihould Uhe to inereaM tbta packet with a couple of 
pQ^ for Madame MdHmto t hut I bare been goaaipiDg 
too much with you. I mnat therefort return to my 
work. Tell her bowerer that from the ■abatantlre 
moAoftaiy we bare in India dented the rerh mahoga 
nut which not only expreaaea the alteration of com* 
plenon, but alao the radical cnummidcaUDa of the 
peraoD and tasure her that in ipite of my three yeara 
temee utKter the rays of a tropical iud I am not rery 
much mahoganleed If 1 were to go to London I ibonM 
ttaod no chance of heiog admitted into the Oriental 
dub my eomplemen li ao treah-coloured. 

P SL ^otwithcUndiog this freih colour of which 1 
here boaat, 1 think the foUowiog a rery decant proof of 
mahoganlcation. Four daya ago I waa at Rumal, a 
great Oritiab mnitaiy atation on the Sikh frontier I 
alighted at the bouse of a young officer of my acquaint 
anco, whose regiment was to gire a bell, uext day to 
the whole station. I was pressed to stay fouroand 
twenty hours. I was promls^ that I should tee some 
rery pretty girls at the halL Now it it nearly two 
months tiuce I caw a European female, and yet I con 
tinned my course and refused to hetra to. 1 ihonld 
■ay at once of the prattleat F-n g ^nb face at the hall 
what does it prore ? ** 

Adien my dear finend, I embrace you heartily 
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TO CAPTAIN NARJOT, OF THE ENGINEERS, BREST 

Delhi, December 22nd 1831 
PRELIMINARY NOTICE. 

When you are Commander-in-cliief, uatb. a poor 
devil of a secretary, and a few aides-de-camp, whom,' 
byway of pastime, you may amuse yourself with 
dnving' mad dunog wet weather, — then, my good 
friend, you will he at hberty to write as illegibly as 
you please But so long as you remain a simple Captain 
of engineers, with the mere appendages of that rank 
— and, what is stdl worse, so long as you remain, what, 
alas I you appear insensibly to have become, a down- 
nght plebeian — cross your t’s and dot your I's in a plain 
citizen-like manner, your hieroglyphics have put me 
in a perfect fever during a whole hour. In future, 
write in well-formed Roman characters 

With regard to matter, you say so much, my good 
friend, in your two yards of pothooks of last June, and 
I have so little time to devote to you to-day, that I 
must content myself with acknowledging the receipt of 
your dehghtful letter Why do you not give me the 
same treat every three months? Your epistles now 
run no chanceof miscarriage, except mdeed by ship- 
wreck, which, however, is scarcely heard of since the 
revolution, except ^In novels Sea voyages are per- 
formed with so much safety, that of eight-and-twenty 
packets which my family have forwarded to me, only 
one has been lost, and I have ascertained how that 
happened. It was in the depths of the Ganges that 
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tt« mufortuno occarred togtlher with thirty Arob 
hoTtcfl and a doe proporticm of Christwu and &ithfol 
—I moan Maanlmanot. Thia occurred two yean ago. 
Bendca thU, yon tee that it U bnt a nx montht tnp 
from Brett to DelhL 

On wj return to the latter aty, a few dayi ago, I 
found, with yonr letter about fifty othen, the greater 
part of whlrfi re^airo anawen, and tome ao urgently 
that I matt obey the call. 1 ah all therefore bo bnef if 
indeed it it potsible for me to be to. Should I tten 
epiQ ont my letter do not thank me, for I lolemnly 
annre yon that it will be contrary to my mtention. 
Ai Lord W Bentlnck, whom 1 bare been fortnnate 
anoogh to meet again here bad Bent me the French 
papen of June and Joly prenotuly to my receirug 
my Ittten frcrm the po«t>offieo, and u I bad alao read 
the Eoglhh pepora np to the 8ih of Angnit yonr po> 
hUcal Intelligeoce came rather late. Kererthelen, for 
Breit politic^ that it to aay coming ftom the world a 
end (finifterre or Jin\s trme), it la lo good, that I do' 
need bolh entertainment and inrtniction from it. I 
experienced a great deal of difficulty in making oat 
yonr abridged formola for HmrtquwjyStttt which dor 
ing two daya, I reed Qina^umta, wrthont feehng much 
wonder at it, conaidenng the age of folly in wiuch we 
bre. I miatook theae Qmnqnmuta for tome political 
aodety or clnb, or aaaooation compoaed of yormg phy 
ndant or apothecanea, who had incceeded in becoming 
an anthonty Qalo^olnlat la not Emd bnt Henrr- 
(piinqnist ia excellent. Wbenerer my atnpid Indian 
attendanta make a more tbyn naoally grots blander 1 
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Will call them Hennquinqmsts. It imU have a prodigi- 
ously good effect. I do not recollect at what time I 
•wrote to you last, but it must be long ag6. 

I shall bring home 'with me a cargo of Cashmeer 
shawls, enough to make every husband tremble. Dur- 
ing eight months I have been a man of great conse- 
quence, very rich, very magnificent, very benevolent, 
and consequently as poor now as before I began this 
singular journey. I have sometimes been a pnsoner, 
frequently a diplomatist, and a warrior as seldom as 
possible , for in spite of the strong escort 'With which 
my good friend Eunjeet supplied me from his own 
body guard, I have seldom found myself the strongest 
either on suspicious occasions or ' m hostile encounters. 
But I shine the most in politics. I shall be made 
a diplomatist of one of these days. Our men of 
talent would sometimes have been embarrassed in my 
situation These extensive regions are closed against 
the cunosity of Europeans by the not injudicious jealousy 
of their rulers Hitherto, every thmg has gone on well 
for me here I am, returned safe and sound, and, I as- 
sure you, qmte alive, from Cashmeer, where the moun- 
tain range is not so high, the valley not so picturesque, 
the women not so beautiful, nor the men such knaVes 
as people assert My portfoho is filled with letters 
from Kings The successor of Poms wrote to me 
every week I sent him from the mountains very 
sorry dissertations upon natural philosophy, in order to 
satisfy him , — it was such science as Seneca displayed 
in his qutEShones naturales. But the King of Lahore 
18 a better judge of horses, swords, and matchlocks than 
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ftf lie m nc« nf r ort»|w“ Atii tnj I rrtltn di «TU!wm* 
tjp^ itf fffnr clrtwnT* wrTr fcntanil* rtwrapU to idran* 
tlttU 

A »it tnotiibfc *tn(»np !}*♦■ AI'>bimmfJ4tn 

•ol Hindoo*, K»t »• %fTT toVntjU Hrlpon 

l» \ht fjTTTtjril** ti*jnc of rotjtfml»oti Atnofic tb» to 
of tbn n» U U O oJ |lr«>tn« 10 ll # 

»trre»olflti. Of ntb* r oodcr lb»* of tny fm loli, 

»brfl I \Q tnvtt# V Janj; tnrdt to 

»nnrm]nnf to to tnj- rlicof*)onk no t!i«> titn nf ( o b 
tof<r doncp !!'■ bot *«mD5fT ormlon to cnWr in 
Hritb** lb» fwd ktr I K*»r Ir^mt to •j'v^ onlv In 
tmn« of fT'p^ of ^lr|y»^! NIoK*ramnJ l«rt»oir tbs 
{iro|tb I tb***mndi«tte<i>tm froTO ^!b mlmion 

obo {oruuHj jr»»o him lb tiU^ of ) tMln ocy 
If ernt J Urcto^ • dffolnt I bUl rrft*»nl/ lorn Turk 
Tb<TT !• onlf oof tbfn; lL«t r»fl I'n rn»Jf o nf 

fTproMb lolb» trliponof 'lobammMt lb |>rinnjdt 
nbub <tmd«no* tlii* ffoul^ M* lo » of objenitHt 
A rr*f>n<nB^t<' «mAn c»mioi, wiiboot inrtmiBj' ilwmr 
Iwn to rrmJ Odd wnt«* lo dtocT ot to •in- Thn*o 
tilpoti Bf>4 •crorajdubmfot* ifr roo ifftnl di rrjmi 
kllr Bod trt tbf fiicIa*Ue Bltnl>oir« pf roonruo* 
nbo irtv>rdinir to ibn cotiom of tbU »nct ore olone 
•Uwrd ib» ffiTil'^n of pIna int; 

Tb^ cotHi^ortirp of tbU «3»jcta (wbJfb InJ<^ e% 
tnod* DTrf lb< nbole of tb» K »*1 from Cbioa to Coo 
•UotioopW) i« Ibf di {pBiton of mimrd torn ih* cold 
om of dcKBHtkr BlferttoD »nd ibf d«m|'tlon of kto 
ptrtBlmi amonp the Boomt Gtrrk* Bnd Uott*ni 

1 Bm oen»j>Jfd bn^ to ffHtin;; b 11 the rolli^looi 
• kfcfa I bBTC nidi iloce csj Bmrm! fo lodu »b(j>p^ 
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and sent down the Jumna I hope to see them, in a 
week, properly encased in tin, and in a double cover of 
the dnest and hardest wood, ready to proceed on their 
journey. I shall then bid an eternal adieu to the im- 
perial city, and take the road to Bombay. I have now 
done with the scenes of snow, ice, and desolation in the 
Himalaya I expenenced a heaviness of heart on 
losing- sight of those mountains where I had spent two 
years of my life, and which I shall never see again. 

New scenes await me during the remainder of my 
journey — scenes of tropical chmes. I shall travel by 
land as far as I can. From Cape Comonn I shall return 
to the North by the plains of Mysore and the blue 
mountains, the highest of the Ghauts I shall there 
spend the summer of 1833, and then think of returning 
to Europe, though not through Persia The pohtics 
of Europe preclude the possibility of my adopting that 
route , besides, it would destroy the character of my 
journey. I prefer remainmg entirely Indian. Adieu, 
my good friend. I embrace you. 


TO M VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS 

Delhi, December 22nd 1831. , 

Colonel Fagan, who has been a protecting divinity 
to me in India, is about to quit this country for ever, 
and return to Europe. As he will probably take up his 
residence in France, he has requested me to introduce 
him to some of my friends It is with you that I in- 
tend to begin the circle of epistolary visits which I 
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thiU tDiVe for bim and mth him* CoIotmI Ft^an, who 
U of Imh ongiD, wm brought op m France. At an 
eoH}' ago be entered tbo Indta Cotnpenj • terrace, and 
was in the expedition that the Britab sent against xn 
from Bombay to Egy^ and which amred after onr 
capitokhon. He there became acquainted with ISf de 
la Focse with whom ha retnmed to France where be 
remained a conple of yean dnnng which bo contracted 
the intimate friendship which now connecta him wnh 
M de la Foese. Since that penod Colonel Fagan has 
twice rerifited France Thia gentleman is an officer of 
the highest dhtmebom He has for many yean been 
Adjutant general of the Indian army, which is in fact 
the chief command, for the nominal Commander ln*chief 
IS an Englfth lord* who remains here four yeora only 
and then returns to Europe* without undentanding a 
word of the language, or hanng the slightest know 
ledge of the rery peculiar manners of the army which 
he commands. Colonel Fagan commands the unirenal 
regret, esteem, respect, and aflecdon of the army 1 
became acquainted with him tbnmgb the introdocticm 
of bL de la Foase, and he has prored of the greatest 
temce to me. There is not a mihtary station in India 
at which be has not some friend and at these places 
I am always sure 6f Ending the most generous hos« 
pitahty 

I had the pleasure of seeing Colonel Fagan only for 
a short time at Calcutta hutoarEoendihip wai quickly 
formed, and since that period our correspondence has 
Tendered ui ttiU more iobmate. Hie manners and 
habits are noble, tenons, and elegant. His opiDKms 
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upon the great questions of the moral world are the 
same as ours 

I have given him a letter for your father pray intro- 
duce him. Colonel Fagan cannot hut he proud to know 
M de Tracy, and your father will, I am convinced, 
derive great pleasure from an acquaintance with so dis- 
tmgmshed a character Pray, my good friend, intro- 
duce him to your sisters and brothers-in-law. Is it 
necessary to heg of you to present him hrst to Madame 
Victor ? 

Adieu It IS a friend I recommend to you, I trust 
that on my return to France I shall find him as much 
yours as he is mine 


TO M PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS 

Delhi, December 23rrf 1831 

Your letter, marked Y, is extremely bnef, the 
Annuavte for 1831 arnved at the same time, after a 
lapse of eleven months I do not know whither it has 
been traveUing all this while certainly not in India, for 
I have become one of the most easy of individuals to 
find, though at the same time the least sedentaiy of its 
inhabitants You recommend me, on my return home, 
to beware of the foreign powers Everything is settled 
on that score, as I have deaded upon returning by sea. 
There are mdeed examples of Englishmen having been 
intercepted in Persia by the Russians, and sent to 
Siberia, there to spend the remamder of their hves in 
skating. These atrocities have lately transpired, and I 
presume have led to energetic remonstrances from the 
British government. 
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WheneTtr yon toe my fither temtly prooccnpied 
with tome thonght wlddi dittnrb* hit quiet, try my 
dear brother to re«on with him on the tabjecU At 
twenty we tee tbmgi under the meet glowing colours 
at your age we tee them as they are but at our 
&thet t time of life they Teproaent themtelTet even 
more gloomily than thoT are in reality Thoughts of 
what 11 to come tomeUmes sbsofb his nund lu that case 
reAton quietly with him abont the chances of the futnre. 
If you must quit him to join the army show him the 
probability of a speedy termination of the war and the 
certaiuty of your attaining high nmlc. As be adrmnees 
in yesrx, be coucentratea all his affeebons id his chQ 
dren, and 1 am eonnooed that the thought of seemg us 
again happy would make him support hu sohtude with 
resiguatiom Donng the months of Msy and June he 
thought that I was at Lahore, and he tecaiTed with 
lirely satii&ictiou erery commumcetion tending to prove 
that I was out of the Bnbsh possosaious. The suppo 
sition that after having visited the Punjab and Cash 
mear I ahould return to India, and continue my travels 
as I bad commenced them cansed him considerable 
pleasure. AH my letters amce that period must have 
proved very satls&ctory to him. The happmoM 1 expe> 
ncDced durmg my journey was greatly heightened by 
the thodght that he shared m it. I trust that, on my 
return my future fate will be settled m such a manner 
that 1 shall no longer be a canse of airxie^ to hmu 
Although the sul^ect has much occupied my mmd, 
I have not yet decided upon the form I shall klopt in 
the different things I intend to publish. I trust never 
thelett I shaQ be able to extract from the very consider 
VOL. n a 
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nblo nifi':': of inumi'^cripti dIiicIi I f.hnU linn^ Ditli me, 
an msinirtn o work, ninl nl the Paine time one of gcncml 
intcn“;t. 

Apropo'! of the non orfraniialton of artillerj )ou 
spenk of. — I imi'il inform joii that in the Imh m nmij 
the fool nrliller) i<; dmnn h) hnllochs, hnt Ilip} are of 
n particular rare, icrj large and netirc, at leapt for 
hullockp. Tlie horse nrliHerj,in speaking of the others, 
ncicrcall them foot urtillej^, hnt Inillock artillery, n Inch 
appellation ip horror and ahoniiimtion to the latter 

Wliat do j on mean hj j our fears that anj indiscreet 
eommnnicntion of the letters I ivritc, might awaken sus- 
picions in the Ilritish, whose guest I am, concerning the 
real nature of mj travels, and mj intention of Msiting 
India with the most minute research ? Tins absurdity 
is most monstrous it CNCccds all belief, I entire!} be- 
long to the cmintr) I am upon terms of familianty 
with the almost all of the cnil ofliccrs It is they 
in general who receiic mo, because they rank the 
highest, and are of the greatest importance to me 
There is nc\cr any Monsicin or Sn between us It is 
“ my dear iNIaddock," “ my dc.a^^Vadc,” “my dear Ken- 
nedy, '’,&c, on one hand, and “my dear Jacquemont” 
on the other At the Go\ crnor-general’s I am con- 
sidered one of the family, and consequently relieved 
from the icstramt of etiquette to which others are sub- 
jected A secret agent ' It is perfectly well understood 
by all ray English friends that I shall gather other 
information from my travels than that relating to 
natural history, after I have emptied ray bag of stones, 
and analysed my trusses of plants 1 Why, here, at the 
Resident’s table, between whom and myself the dif' 
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fercDM of pr»clodes ^ery fimiltar intenotmsy do 
joa tUnl: that I fear to apeak eJxmt the policy the 
finanral uid jodldal admuftnlion of Northern In 
dia* of which he ia '^ceroy ? It k almoat alwaya the 
theme of conrcmatloQ and I am mytelf the promoter of 
it 'WTienerer I cannot perfectly nndervtand aome 
pout of atahatka, and feel Toxed at my ignorance, ^ 
Inatantly wnte to the minuter of atate, and beg of him 
to make the neceaaary mtpdnea and calcnUtkma in bu 
departtoont, to aacertain what I want to know A tecret 
agent indeed I Conld that appellation, think yon, b« 
appbed to me ? In trath, the anppociUon u the height 
of abaoidity Ererybody in India knoiri who I am. I 
hare concealed nothlog and bare found people olmoat 
ererywhere who Inipired me with rnffident confidenee 
to make thermwetpamted with my ntnatioa in the mmt 
precue maoner It |« perfectlr well known that I 
arrired here anth a aalary of idx thonaand franca a year 
I at once boldly owned it| and that it waa afterwarda 
meed to eight thonaand, and oltimately to twelro thon 
aand 1 make no accret of what I hare recelred from 
Rnnjeei. In abort my dear brother u I play an 
honeet part, 1 do it m a atraightfonrard manner I bare 
adopted an open and candid Ime of conduct with Rnnjeet 
— the moat atupidotu £dse, and dcceitfol of Aaiatic 
pnoces, and 1 beliere that Rnnjeet himaelf would langh 
at any one who aboold inainnate to him that the atone* 
and plant! of hu monDtaina were only a pretence for 
inreatigating the rett. If c»er my dear Porphyre, they 
fpeak to yon ahotrt my beiog a tecret agent you may 
boldly auert that there nerer wmi * stranger in India 
who enjoyed tuch teatimomea of r et pect as thoee which 
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I everywhere and continually receive It will not be a 
very modest assertion, but it is proper that the truth 
should be known 

Though much further from Great Britain than you 
are, I am in reality much more favourably situated for 
judging of the future prospects of that country, by the 
occasional opportumty I have of readmg its pubhc jour- 
nals, and by my acquaintance with many of its natives. 
I consider the prospects of Great Britain to be truly 
alarming I am persuaded that if the Peers are mad 
enough to throw out the reform bill proposed by the 
Commons, the present mimstry will either make a coup 
d'etat with the hberal party, or else resign, and then a 
sanguinary revolution must be the consequence The 
crisis wiU be a fearful one, because there does not exist 
a country in Europe where the inequahties of the 
social order offer more frightful contrasts The mother 
country does not extend that sohcitude to her Indian 
possessions which they deserve 

Farewell I am dying with fatigue Yesterday the 
engineers of the ^mson of Delhi gave a ball to the still 
remaining red-coats and black-coats I was obhged to 
show there my long, dark, and anything but dancing 
face, and the mistakes which occurred among the car- 
nages, palanquins, and horses, kept me upon a sharp 
trot the greater part of the night I did not get to bed 
till three o’clock in the morning, and such late hours do 
not at all suit me Adieu, my dear and excellent 
brother. I love and embrace you from the bottom of 
my hSart 

January lOiA 1832. 

My boxes are not yet ready, which is a great bore 
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As there tre s number of reesels s&Hing from 

Cekntts for Herre and Bordeaux, 1 shall ^to again 
There it nothing new I work, rery hard, and my 
health is reiy good. Tonra moat affectionately 


TO IL JACQUEMONT BEKIOa, PABIS 

I>«£U Dtcrmitr 9t& 1891 

My deae Fathee,— Your notions on the polibca of 
India amnie me greatly Yonr quotations made from 
memory and borrowed from M da MaH&s, about the 
life of Rnnjeet Sing are truly delightfuL But is it 
decorous for a son to speak thus to bis father? You 
will, I am sure, forgire me dus liberty, now that by my 
letien from the Punjab and Cashmeer you ought to be 
better informed respecting the state of the Uhra 
SuUedge and the falUHlitT of your oracle M. de MarUs 
I posiess all the matenals requisite for a history of the 
Punjab for the last fifty yaan, bnt it would not interest 
any body ITia biography of Runjeet Sing would per 
haps be amudng but it Is replete with ereuts which 
could not be wntteu iu the rulgar tonguu, and must, 
therefore, be inserted in L«tin notes. In spite of erery 
thing that u bUmahle in Rni^eei, pray lore him a 
little, be it only for my sake. You were alarmed lest 
ha diould make me marry and force me noimt volens 
to remain with him I feel pteasnre in thinking that 
you must hare recoired, along time ago my first letters 
from Lahore, which hare destroyed any apprehensions 
on that score. 

Bat what was that war of Runjeet s which made you 
tremble for my safety? The Rajah of Bekspore would 
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bo big-bly flattered if he Itneiv that the troubles of his 
empire had caused you such alarm If I uere to visit 
the Himalaya again, I trust you would do me the honour 
to believe me absolute lord and master at Belaspore. 

I have entirely lost the thread of European politics, 
and can no longer prophesy as formerly. Did I tell 
you that I predicted the events of July 1830, six months 
before I knew of them, to a friend at Calcutta, and that 
my letter, which he showed to others, gave me an extra- 
ordinary reputation? Every one non asks me what 
mil happen in the Punjab and Cashmeer at the death 
of Runjeet. To this I reply, that for the present, Run- 
jeet, notwithstanding his grey beard and attenuated 
frame, has not the shghtest idea of dying; and if they 
insist on having my opinion, I shall wnte my siege, 
like Vertot, and mention the chiefs who will wage war 
in the plains, and those who mil do battle on the moun- 
tains, showing the chances of each. Wade, mth whom 
you now are acquainted, will inform me of all these 
things at Pans, whenever they come to pass 

I arrived on the evening of the 16th, and found here 
Praser, who I thought was on a judicial circuit He 
informed me that the Governor-general’s camp was still 
under the walls of Delhi, and that during the night it 
would be transported to Cuttob, on the rums of ancient 
Delhi, from which it is four leagues distant I conse- 
quently got into this palanquin, and was conveyed to 
Cuttob, where I remained two days mth Lord and 
Lady Wilham, with whom I was even more dehghted 
than dunng my residence at Calcutta It is impos- 
sible to desenbe the flattering attentions they showed 
me, and the real friendly feehng they evinced towards 
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mt I ctmrened kt great length with Lord WHUtm 
aWut the coontnet 1 had Tinted, and with Lady 
\\'niam aboot Pam and iheir own journey So 
many thinga had occorred aioce 1 had parted from them 
atC^cnttal I drank water with great intrepedity to 
the health of all thoca who, aceording to the cnitom of 
their nation talotod me with theh gUare* t and thii feat 
wa* not a little admired There were aeTeTal pmota 
of mj actjnaintaoce in the Goremor-general • camp: 
Mr Toby Pnniep, Secretary of State General \\ illlng 
ham, mho commands (hU dirKlon and Mr Metcalfe 
my firct hott at Delhu Lord MMham marchet toward! 
Ilajpootana. LordCUre the Daw Goreniorof Donibay 
come! to meet hunt they am intimate aci)oajntanc««. 
Lord and Lady M illtam independently of their Terbal 
recommendation, will both gtra me a letter for that 
aobtemaa I am alone tn Mr Fnuer a immesie home 
which It a kind of Gothic fortreat, hoDt by bimaelf, at 
an immetiM expenM upon the rery place where Timor 
Lenggna pitdied hli tent when he laid iiege to Delhi, 
My boft U at the camp with the Gorcmor'general 
whom he accompanift! to the hmlU of bi> joiudK 
tIoQ 1 aoi buy the whole day ondiitarbcd by any 
Dot!e, except that of the workmen packing np my 
eoUectiona, and am perfectly free from reftraint. In 
the erenlng when the weather U fine 1 mormt my 
honei and if rainy 1 take ray palinqoin and repair to 
the town where lalwayadinewith the Resident. Thia 
gentleman baa a cnlUrated mind and an aento tmder 
standing : faU habita are rcrirzog bot hu conrertation la 
moro raned and pleating than that of mo*t of hit conn 
trymen, Mr Maddock wma ataying with him t and, to 
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make up four persons, a young diplomatist, full of wit 
and spirits, never fails to dine with his patron. 

The Resident at Delhi receives five thousand rupees 
per month (or thirteen thousand francs), for table 
money As he seldom has more than five or six per- 
sons at dmner, and feels himself conscientiously bound to 
expend this extra allowance upon the object for which 
it IS given, you may easily imagine that the dinners I 
have at his house do not much resemble ray ambulatory 
meals I, however, completely edify our little society by 
mv stoical abstemiousness At ten o’clock we would wish 
Mr Martin (the Resident) good night, and with Mad- 
dock and Bell (the lively and witty assistant diplomatist 
I have just mentioned), retire to the apartment of the 
latter, where, round a good fire, we talked till midnight. 
There was no inducement to go to bed, so cheerfully did 
we three spend the time together Besides, they would 
not let me qmt them so easily When, houever, the 
time came, I lighted an excellent Havannah cigar, and 
folding my Cashmeer morning gown round my hmbs, 
mounted my horse, and, preceded by two men, who run 
before me with torches in their hands, a short gallop 
soon brought me to Fraser’s fortress Last night, I 
returned home with a heavy heart I had shaken 
hands for the last time with Mr Maddock He departed 
this morning for his new kingdom of Khatmandoo, and 
before setting out from Delhi, he wrote me a farewell 
letter which has affected me much If, instead of pro- 
ceeding to Bombay and to the Ghauts, I took it into 
my head to go to the further end of the Hifaalaya in 
Nepaul, what assistance should I not find in Khat- 
raandoo ? 
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\<«i wjr {d otip nf yoor letter* ituil *iof» thr Hnltth 
■fp w5 tmUUp terktr^t ro# ttm* tnott Ih* Trry dlfforreit 
in Inlu lo «U»l thpy nrp »l Urnne Tbm* wiy Lp 
M vmrtbJne In nprtUtljr ttnonj: ibe^p nbo iDtiVil 
tbp lopmnrjtTeinacrt— North «»fIViiirr< t bti I ■ontnp 
lo njytplf ibp gmtpkl part of ihf roptil of IbU kind of 
toiridp 

\oia »1 n fttkte thkt yoB nri* prpaOy fitufipd «ilh 
rrrdprre * opinion of my Enpll h, «bleh hr tayt It pn 
frft wvd the Uojrtugp of poff! koopljr htir il pre 
kpol too poM % kno«lpdp» of lh*l Un|ri»pP to ncrppl 
of Wi frttrmii rompfimpot*. T batp rrnuilnM doring 
my *t»y »rtioBp tWt forpipn nitimi too rowpirtfly 
rrwirh— I harp rfUlood toowoch of tho IndiTidoalily 
of my own cliirtctcr in my tnm of tbov^bt not to 
l*ptnylo twitly try rayUnpoiipo mjfortipn Mllonalhy 
It iocnptim« tPXM »o hot 1 more frt^ontly rtjoifo 
at It ^ly Fegliili !< Enph«b apart nhlrh from not 
Wop porfort U *K»t tho Im* pood ^on mokt forpm 
my injpertinpncp I bare ld\ off wntmg in Engbib to 
1 rrdpric ai wpD a* to 7or who ha« al o forlddJen mo 
to write In that hnpuge on artonnt of ibn von which 
alone can be nied In Kagllab* /oi bowerer In her 
reprimand hai hamrdpd a few word* In the Unpnape 
•he ecmdemnj Tetl her I did not find one tingle word 
wrong} »he appeara to me to onderttand it already 
perfectly welL 

\on will oUerre that I write hy fiti and atartt 

I cannot coneerre bow the I^ondon ppm conW a*reft 
» yon aUl* they did, that Ixird WHiam llentlncV bad 
armted the Commander-io-tblef TbeOmeril in com- 
mand was Lord Cotnhe nneie uben 1 arrired In India | 
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at present the army is under Lord Dalhousie, who, after 
two years of service and ill health, is going" to resign 
the command to Sir Edward Barnes, ex-Governor of 
Ceylon. The Governors of Madras and Bombay are not, 
by right, so absolute as you imagine The Governor 
of Calcutta has the pow or of arresting both just as he 
might any other European , but for these last thirty 
years there have been only two or three instances of 
arrest of Europeans The one which created the great- 
est sensation ii as that of a Mr Buckingham, the editor 
of a Calcutta paper, uho was politely requested by an 
acting functionary at Calcutta, to leave the country, 
the peace of which he was endangering by his violent 
incendiary declarations. This Buckingham, who is a 
man of talent, is now in London preaching a crusade 
against the Company’s government , but he does not 
command great respect. Lord WiUiam has hitherto 
arrested nobody, forjvhich I decidedly blame him The 
number of civil and military British ofiBcers in the whole 
of India amount to six thousand The European army 
consists only of twenty thousand men — that is all. It 
is evident therefore that it is not by physical force that 
we keep under the immense population of those vast 
regions. The principle of our power is elsewhere • it is 
in the respect with which our character inspires these 
nations. 

A European of degraded morals ought immediately 
to be arrested and sent to Europe Such a man does 
more injury to the European character, and to the future 
prospects of the British power in India, than a formi- 
dable msurrection could do At Calcutta, -where there 
are so many Europeans of every class, the lowest Ben- 
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torgher Vwpi hU tboe« on «t the GoTcrnor 
gweroTilJ At Delhlj tbo gmte^t ‘Mognl lord t»lcM off 
Ilia 10 the prcteoco of ertn o Dnti b ensign 

Jlnnjrft 8tng n monardi nLtoliitelf iodapeodfot and 
poawnng tho gr«t«t jKntfr in AtU »fm the BntJ*h 
oliiroji receire J me barefooted. If in the Punjab, any 
natlTe lord whaterer had preaented himaelf at my mi 
denco without leanng hit thott ot the door 1 would 
not bare receired him but bare written inatantly to 
Tlunjeet to demand railafacthm for the inirult The idea, 
boworer of ao enormona an offence ctmldfaam entered 
no one a bead 

At Calmtta, the IndniDa erery dar aee Earopean 
tailora led away dmnh by Indian police aoldiera. They 
HVewite tee Enropeant atand u cnlprlta at the bar of 
the criminal courts There the powerful fllnaicm at 
tacbed to the name of a European la ditpcUed In the 
whole of the Delta of the Gangea, which for the moct 
part la cnltiroted by lodtgo plantera either Dntiah or 
balf-caate-'^ opulent class of men, but nolent and 
groo in tbeir babita— the apell U also broVen In no 
other part la the European population to nmueroua 
in proportion to the nattrea t no where axe the latter 
to tmud as here; and yet there la noprorince where 
Europcana are leu reepeeteih 

>ty excellent friend M Allard wntea to me from 
time to time Since my deporturo from tbo Punjab, 
Unnjett Sing baa presented Mirxa Ilede my Persian 
aeeretary of Caahmeer with twrelre hundred francs, and 
a pension of one thousand franca. On dismissing him 
at Belatpore I gare him a farewell letter to the Maba 
rajah. Poor ilina writes me this in the orerflowing 
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I Tu at Me«nit htm. I breaVfkited and dload 
with this old witch tad was «t«d gallant eDoagb to Idsa 
her hand, lilco a true John Dolh I had tho hoQour of 
dnnVing wine with her at disoer Oo mj retom to 
Meerut, on tho followmg day I receiTod an inntation 
to dine aith her on Chnatmaa day She must he a 
hundred yean old. She it bent in double, and her face u 
ahrirelled hke dried rauini she is, in fine a sort of 
walking mummy who tttU looks after all her aSaira 
horself^ listens to two or three secrulanes at once and 
dictates at the same time to as manr others. Only font 
yean ago, she had some of her ministers and disgraced 
coortiert tiod to the cannon a mouth, and hred oS like 
shot. It u misted of her and the story u true, that 
about sixty or eighty yean ago, she ordered that a young 
female slare of whom she was jealous, should ho buned 
alira, and she fare her hnsbnnd a nautch (a boll) upon 
this horrible tomb. Her two European husbands met 
with nolent deaths. She was, bowerer as raliant as 
■he was crueL Some Italian monks hare now gained 
pcwieuion of her mind, and inspired her with a tre- 
mendous f«&r of the deriL She has built a beantifal 
CatboUc churdi at Serdbana, and a few days ago the 
wrote to the Goremment to re^nest that, at her death, 
a portion of her domaim may remam attached to the 
church to meet the expense of its lerrice She has 
addressed the Pope asking to bsra a Duhop at Serd 
hana. Howerer she is not yet in her dotage. 

Of the sixteen lici of rupees which compoee her 
rerenue, she erery year buries four in her gordens 
These she might now gire to whom she pleased, bat at 
her death they will belong to the British Goremment. 
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Runjcet has also, within a few years, been seized i\ith 
the mama of hurying^ Ins money, and since this fit has 
come upon him, there are no bounds to his avance. 

My friends, the diplomatists of Delhi, ■mshed to pro- 
cure for me, from the Emperor, some splendid title 
for instance, the pillar of science, the light of postenty, 
the sword of the state, high and mighty lord, &c. &c , 
but the imperial chancery is worse than the commission 
of the seal. It spins out a dreadfully long account 
against those whom, the Great Mogul honours with 
titles , BO that I have given up all thoughts of the 
joke, and continue to live upon my Punjabee titles, 
which are not indeed standard ones, as you are no doubt 
aware that Runjeet is a soldier of fortune — ^in other 
words, a usurper 

Poor Jussieu, in his last letter, informed me that his 
ivife was in the family way, and that he hoped to have 
a boy I had begun a letter of congratulation to him 
at Subhatoo, which fortunately is still in my portfoho, 
so that I can destroy it With his quiet and retiring 
habits, and the domestic tastes of his family, Jussieu 
must have severely felt the loss of his w'lfe. , 

As I am determined to be amiable for once, I shall 
address a few lines to Madlle Duvancel There is 
more gallantry in this than is usual with me , for, liv- 
ing, as I do, secluded from female society, I become 
daily more bearish than even I used to be, and I always 
had a terrible inchnation to be so With increasing 
years, I have corrected myself of a few of ray defects, 
but I am sadly afraid I shall carry this one to the 
grave. 

We have a very extraordinary winter for this country 
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Th« KAtber is rminr snd irmdy snd jet not cold U 
u fartonste that tbii bad weather takes place while I 
un atationaij for when ram falls doniig a inarch it 
u most dutreMuig the tenti become enonnonslj bearj 
the camels which carry them slip upon the wet ground 
at almost crery step, — and their thighs, very badly 
arhenlsted m their sockets, an easOy pot out of joint 
and frequently canoot be reset. The bnUock wagons, 
wbkb cany the bsary baggage cnk into the mud. All 
the attendants, baUock'dnrera, camel-dnveis, and sol 
diera, look downcast and diapnhed they becofne deaf 
and dumb, and half panlped. Thns, all is not pleasure 
IS s wandenng his. 

In fpte of these draahado, the trarefler nlbniately 
ends hii journey it u true, but always Ute, wet to the 
skin and not exactly certain of finding a shelter or 
much to eat At sU ereuts, be amtes, resumn hu 
toflsome labour next day end br dmt of perterenng m 
thia way you wHl see me my dear frlber in the course 
of about thirty montha, amm In yoor fourth story or 
third story abore the aUrmolf to use the exprmion 
employed by landlarda. 

JtaOMTg l(M. 

One more word of adieu I I am still detained here by 
my workmen, and by a sariety of Infinag domestic 
details tedioua to settle. 1 shall be u poor at Bombay 
with my twelre thousand francs, as I was daring my resi- 
denca at Calcutta with my ynmitire ration of six thou 
sandt for eTerything there m exactly twice as dear as 
in Bengak 

In the Qangaa there are half c Joxen French ressels 
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about to sail Each of them •will bnng^ you a packet 
from me. 

I embrace you ■with all my heart. 

February 13 ih 

My dear Father, — I intended setting out to-day after 
breakfast, but luckily discovered that the casks which 
have been made for me at a very great expense, and 
filled with essence of turpentine to preserve the fish, 
leaked considerably My caravan was already on the 
move 'It was a kind of rehearsal of departure , but I 
trust it will be the last, and that this subtle fluid, which 
IS almost on a par with your “ Essences,” will be duly 
imprisoned in copper vessels This is a dense of a 
thing I In the dreadful confusion of my table, it is 
impossible to write you a word more 

I shall certainly see Lord William again at Jaypoor, 
or between Jaypoot and Alwur Adieu 1 I embrace you 
with all my heart, and Porphyre, and also Fredenc, if he 
IS still with you 


TO M YlCTOR DE TRACY, PARIS 
* 

Delhi, January 1832 

My DEAR Friend, — On my arrival in this town, I 
found what I expected — a long letter from you In 
recalling its date to your memory, I shall perhaps 
remind you also of the matters which it contained Its 
date IS the 25th of last May, a short time before the 
elections 

As friendship has led you into a habit of paying 
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me A UioiuaDd complimenta wluch I do not deterre, I 
thall m retnm begin letter with a Uttle act of 
hnnuhtT^ Manj a man irho la amiable end wittj in 
la quite at a lota when a third pertj happena 
to come in "With regard to myaelf I cannot feel 
at ease, and acqmre confidence in mjael^ — nor bare I 
anj ficflitr in expreanng my ideas, except in the pre- 
tence of those whose kindnett and good will I know I 
enjoy I am too expanttre eapecially with my pen to 
be a general &rannte. ^VheQ the time oomea to make 
an anthora bow to the pnbho, instead of epistolary 
naita to my irienda, it will be a moet trying moment 
for me— ao much so that if I could manage not to gire 
my name with my prose I ahonld connder mjself rerj 
foTtonata* The ground of that fealing usually termeil 
modesty la nothing m the world but aufienng ranity 
aith which u mingled a aort of moral debcsoy Can 
you, without Its eostmg an effort, expose how you think 
and feel to men whose tbougfata and feelings you know 
to be entirely opposed to joui^ which they cannot eren 
comprehend. 1 hare nerer tried to pourtray scenes of 
nature and human life. I wnte muoh u 1 go along 
hut my note# are disorderly It u not suSdant that I 
ahonld make a choice among them and before I under 
take the arrangement and labour they will require, I 
must describe a number of planta and atones, and per 
baps by that time I shall acquire a fkcihty of wnting 
which I hare hitherto been unable to attain But what 
shall I erer bo able to make of the immense cultiTated 
plains of India, trarelling slowly as I do, with bullocks 
and camels? 

It u indeed kind of you to talk to me of loence arts 
TOL. lU a 
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find literature Tivo friends, savans by profession, and 
who have nothing’ else to do, forward me from time to 
their bulletins These are Adrien de Jussieu, and Ehe 
de Beaumont , but they have I believe little taste for the 
arts — at least the latter — and they never speak upon the 
subject It IS natural that the Louvre should be 
covered with lamcades at the annual exhibition of 
pictures In speaking- of Scheffer, whose talents I 
esteem, as you do, more than those of any other artist, 
I could have wished you had mentioned whether he stiU 
■vihoUy confines himself to painting. 

The announcement of the plays at the bottom of the 
Pans papers had already informed me, a long- time since, 
that the stage was entirely invaded by Robespierre, 
IMurat, Napoleon, and even their very contemporanes, 
though yet living All this is in very bad taste In 
placing on the shelf, the Greeks, the Romans, and the 
Marquesses of our old stage, we have not been fortunate 
in the choice of their successors Are then Delavigne 
and Lamartine entirely dismissed by these lovers of the 
horrible ? 

But this IS carrymg questions and answers too farj 
At the distance which now separates us, it is better to 
speak only of ourselves Well then I I arrived here on 
the 16th of last month, just in time to join the Gover- 
nor-general’s camp a few leagues distant, as he bad not 
long left the imperial city. I spent two delightful days 
with Lord and Lady WiUiam Bentmck, and returned 
here to ship on the Jumna all my different collections 
It IS a most tedious affair, and takes up much more time 
than I had allotted, thus it will detain me at Delhi a great 
deal longer than I expected. The dreadful sprmg of India 
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nill omUVe me l>rfote I on ctom the Nerlm Wa. 
Otbcn woqM fy>rhip not Jere to cnderteke «o late m 
the tea on the rerj looj joomey to noralrar but rojr 
excellent roottitaltoo end gmt ahatmutmineit ■llotr 
me to foppoTt »jtb e* a the exc««iTe brat of India. 

I feel exeeedinglj bappy In the imall nrcln of ac 
goalnlaneei or to tpetb more properly of friends '»boTa 
I hire pajned here My ho't the Saperlntenileol of 
the pTorince enjopt a eelebnty ablrb extendt a hon 
deed league* artrand. He (a a man nho, debgbting in 
the eraotwni of danger goea to war at an amstenr 
mbenerer there It fightjog going on, and nerer relumt 
wiihoQt a fetr gntwhot vrotiods Bat bit humanity i 
tnch that In the midit of the many icervea of carnage 
to vbkb hit mononunia bat homed him be bat oerer 
ttrack a blow with hit tvord bu beeit l^lt when bit 
arm >1 roi ed to cot bh enemy dotm He It lialf AtuUc 
In fait habits hot in other re«pecta a Scotch highlander 
and an cxceltenl man with greet onprulity of thought 
a melaphytlcian to boot and ei^oying the bett pottlUr 
repotation of a coontry hear 1 bore tocceeded in 
taming him, which doet not prerent my being looked 
opoQ by certain peraoni aa being aometluog of a Lear 
mytelf tboogb with otbera I pais and I beliere with 
morejutUce for a perfectly aodablo being The lleti 
dent it a man of rery retiring baLitt and perfectly col 
tirated mind. In spite of the dinlmllarity of oor taitea 
and tempera we agreo adnurahly together and are food 
of each otbera company In abort my dear fnend I 
receire on all aide* in tlua eoootry endlcat marks of 
lundneas 
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I infot II nisiin Intlmnw h<'ri’ 'HiPj nn iilnmn 
fill '\Iti'.'.ultinntns nf < v(mcliot), tin wrrrk of llir 

nuluhtj of tint fo.irt Mj ho*.! i*. tin* out) ofTirt r of 
Co\ ornnirnt, uho, to Jii) kiumlt dpj’, I n tip nnj «!ocial 
u'ltitiom uith tilt Hatin';, I.ust Smitln; I jnol n fru 
M'.it'i \ulh him to fiotm of tin si' loiiir-hranls Tim 
polilonoss unit con'll sOi mion n, I fnnr\, hlanii'd hj th* 
otliiT Ilntnli ofiiiiTs A fiAs dn\s prt^iousU it nas thi’ 
miiiv or^nr) of tlo' nomiml nii(.--ioii of tin* I mporor . 
anil the lli'sith'iit, \\ho on that dnj o\'os an nnnnnl tri- 
htuc of rori"r.itii!*ition to this ‘•Imilon of rovnl poo or. 
Inil tho Kiiiiliioss to take mo ^\lth him to the ihirlnr 

I2^(‘r^ thing is m propamtion for m) toiimov to 
llinpootniin At the titlh station from hence I shall 
quit tho llrilnh temtonos, hut shall not be in u.int of 
linltsh protection uith the llnjpoot princes The 
Uesident, whom thej look upon as the successor of the 
(iio.it Mogul, their former liege lord, has written to all 
o'" them, and I reh upon their hospitnlit) M itli these 
still independent nations there is no other protection 
than the friendship of their So\ oroign. A tra\ cller who 
cannot claim it as his safeguard, is exposed to a thou- 
sand nnno 3 nnces, without mentioning the prett} certain 
clinnco he runs of being plundered. In spite of mjsplf, 
therefore, I am obliged to add n Persian secretary to ni} 
little caTO\an, in order to decipher the nhominnhlc 
ihchc<;lc of the Rajpoot chanceries, and to carry on mj 
correspondence when noccssnrj. The department of 
foreign affairs thus makes a dreadful hole in m^ budget. 

Tins secretary is a descendant from the Prophet, 
which IS not always a rccommendnlion , but he npjienrs 
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tUm aod 07 iotrntlon 11 to makr him cam lut firr 
t<mi< a inontb »o that on mj arriral at llombaj’ tbm* 
xOl W no •tjcb thing a% Pmun hlero-ljphici for me 

There h a coolneii betaeen Tlonjeet Sing and 
1 mean the GoTernmant The Dnthh wi^h to occupy 
the Loa er Indus and pwh iheir trade In that direction 
They will onqaretionahljr be obliged to eatablnh mihurr 
pwu on the nter htnkf In order to protect It Ilencr 
thenMemperofllnDjeet whoha< nomean* ofrcMitanre 
and H forced to inffcr what he cannot prerent 

That which he allowed me U»t year oni of compli 
menl to the Gorernor-groerBl, bo would no doubt refute 
me now Id tpite howeter, of bU di»*otMaction again t 
tfae Ontifh be itUl tbInLt kindly of me I lately re 
reired a letter from him, ioforculDg roe Ibat be bad jutt 
granted a |>eDjlon to the natWe of Caibtneer who wa< 
toy aecretary In that country and In the I’nojah There 
IS howerer no wart Indeed there U nobody for the 
IlntUb to wage war against The laat qoairel with the 
Chineto teas terminated amicably tbongb mncli more 
lenottn than any preceding T)ie day will howoTer 
come and no doubt w« «haU aee it when the Diititb will 
be compelled to take by force the tew which the Chinree 
win refute to fell theoL. It would be rery euy to lurade 
Chins hut I guertion whether it would not he difBcnlt 
to keep pofteetion of it. 

Good night my dear fnend I bare *pent the whole 
day among pUnta, itones uud animal* tbU u the reaaon 
why I do not fpeak of anything that relate* to them 
The winter here U a* cold aa in the South of Spain and 
I leare yon to go, according to the exprewlon of the 
country aod cot At air, the fre«h air whkh 1 •hall 



2G2 


A JOynNEY IN INDIA, TIBET, 


inhale no more during the remainder of my stay in 
India 1 wish that you and yours may enjoy health 
equal to mine. Adieu, &c. 


TO jM DE MARESTE, PARIS 
' Delhi, Februart/ 6th 1832 

l\Iv DEAR DE Mareste — If tliis he not a specimen 
of local character, seek it elsewhere Learn that it is 
even of the finest kmd, and that Royal and Serene 
Highnesses only are treated %vith this paper^ But the 
writing commences only at the middle of the page, or 
even lower, to he still more stylish Dunng six or 
eight hnes, a regular file firingis kept up directed against 
the vanity of the correspondent The high, the exalted, 
the subhme, the just, the merciful, the chantahle, the 
generous, the mighty, the victorious, the invincible, the 
sage of high renown, the ornament of the universe, the 
pillar of the world, the great pnnee, the prince of 
prmces, the king of kings, the master of the world, the 
arbiter of one’s destinies, had 1 — after this preamble, the 
business of the epistle is begun with protestations 
breathing unalterable fnendship Thejasmme and the 
narcissus are the prmcipal ingredients of these rose- 
water metephors, nicely perfumed with this sweet 
essence It is a wish as violent as the longing of a 
pregnant lady, to see the king of kings, and a cniel 
privation, to be unable to do more than pay half a visit 

* This letter was written upon a large roU of paper, called by 
us Chinese paper, bespangled with particles of gold.— Ed. 
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ty tnwmi of % letter \t length, mbco the eloquence 
of the writer bae become bke a garden dried op by the 
porcblng winds of tbe desert, and In which not a single 
flower remains to be called or added to tbe epistolary 
nosegay then bo tbinht of satbg wbat be hsn to say 
Ilowercr dmple tbe bosineta may be, it is always 
coached in amlignoos terms and accomp an ied with in 
nomcrable rctciralxma. lie then flnisbts in a laconic 
manner like tbe Indians of Cooper with ** That is all,'* 
or * I hare said,’''-K)r If he pndca himself upon tho 
highest refinement he ends with ** aAcr that, n bat could 
remam for me to say ?" 

When a rmuous woman wishes to write to her abseut 
hasbaud, ibo seeds for an old pnest an intimate acquaint 
aoce of tbe Csrony and expUms to him from behind a 
mrtQsn what she hu to commumcate The scribe if 
he be cagaeioos, wntet the deapateh in tbe name of 
another person and not of tbe wife— It Wing emmdered 
an exccM of Tolgarity for a wife to write directly to her 
husboniL Thus, if she has to inform him thst she is 
in child bed, a little boy of six yran of ago is often 
stated to be tbe persou afflicted* Notwitbstanding this 
excessire delicacy of tbe ladles of tbe East, tbeir bus* 
bands are by no means better off than their brothers of 
the ‘Westero worid, espeoaUy in tbe middle and lower 
dasses. Among tho Rajpoots, whose country I am 
about to rlsit, bed spelling is as common in palaces as 
in cottages. Tbor manuers resemble, to an astonuhiog 
degree, tbe chiralrous maonen of rrance m tbe feudal 
times. 

Read Colonel Tod s huge book. 

Adieu my detr friend. As we nerer wnte upon the 
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beck of tMs psper. I must abraptiv o5er joa mj enre- 
^eii ■vrisiies. 3Iav MobcHiined Toacksafe voa bis cid. 
and mav the aii-poacrfcl Alb.h p-reserre von ! "Wnen 
:free from the bnrthen of mj plants animals, and other 
o'^ects of enriosity. vrhfch I am noinc to ship on the 
Jumns. fbr the bridme of Ansterlitz. I .shall take my 
departure hence. 


TO 41^^ ZOE >*OIZET DZ SATST PAO_ ASSAS. 

ciOrsm erf Dc^i, 

TcjsrV- Ficr~r^ 2isf ZGSf?, 

I DID little more, my dear ZoS. than ackno— lefre the 
receipt of yonr long- letter, and of yonriitrle nore. the cate 
of tvhich I do not recollect. I intended to ans"rer yon on 
mvjonmey. after haiicg cnitted Delhi; bat here have 
I been on the roca for this cnek pest, and hare so mnch 
bnsiness in arrear that, for fear of giTinj- yon more time 
than I can reaS^ snare. I shall not re-nemse ncrar tro 

• A A « 

letters. This candonr may anpsar somethinr like mde- 
ness : — bat- svreet con. friat can I do? 'Widront a little 
binntness of proceeding' no-ir and then. I sho'ali never 
get throngh my laioms. Do yon kno — what ocenpied 
my thonghts this momins' when rettiminr 5v>m Kam- 
gnr on horeehack? — onr •w alk to St. Clond. of which 
yon reminded me in so ceKsrhtfhi a manner in conr last 
note. TTon said that yon had often retnmed alone to 
■walk in tha"" charming place- Indeed I have also me- 
qnently visited it in imagination since the dav we were 
there together. I have since that period teen in plaaes 
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■QtamOt lUyti Tlio JtnHro. tbt* HlroaUytr tnd Cuh 
mecr imt unco 1 hare left thm I rclnro to them Im 
often than to St, Cloud The temper of a trarellcr 
T*nM with the changw of the netthrr Tbn w»i a 
prey morniop The Imllockt and famei« exposed all 
night to a dreadfol itonn dragged ihcmwlre* palnfoUy 
along the «et roodi My hor^e «hich liad not neaped 
a tingle drop of thh nocturnal dclnge drooped bn eara, 
and dhi not obey the bridle 1 waa mytelf in a lencmi 
mood I ihonght it would be melancholy to die with 
out riuting once moTo together tb«e placet where ve 
fint knew each other Wliat liappmeti wonld it be to 
meet there again t How roach wu thonid hare to (ay 
to each other! I hire teen and felt to much nnee that 
penod! ^ou know that I am not prodigal of fnend 
(bipt but I hare bntowed it upon a man whom I tbiuk 
I hare mentioned to too la one of ray pfeeeding Utlerat 
hit name U W'tllUm 1 run 1 hare juat ipeat alx 
weekt with biaif and thaoki to h>« klndne**, Delhi will 
remain one of my happleit reeollectiont of India. How 
(ingular h my fortune with the EngUib I Theto ment 
mho fcppearao onraored wbo,am©flg themaelrea, alnayi 
remain (o cold nnbeod with me In eonteijuenee of my 
opeuneea. They eren amme tovrarda me an expret* 
(Ion of lundneu, in tpUe of tbemtelrea u it were, and 
probably for the Grit tiree In thnr hrea, "kour friend 
(hip for me my dear Zof would mako you enjoy the 
miradei I thoa perform and without any effort. Shall 
1 be able to bring hack the aecret with me to Europe ? 
~I doubt it I am dltpo*cd to think tliat when there 
Idld not ponen it — 1 waa little diipucd to be aodahlo, 
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Iraflw him he had a greater knowledge of botanjr than 
I had and he gare amoro phlkaophical direction tomj^ 
attidiea IQ that branch of aaeocc. I atEl loro to mnem 
hcrthu A kind-hcarled Gennaii, with whom 1 became 
intimato in Switaerlandt and who erioced towardi mo 
the WendaUp of a brother onnched my herbonom 
with the planlt of the North and the Eaat of Europe 
111 * name n Cbarpentieri and he i* a BraUnta geolo* 
giH. Mr Itamondi an old man^ who hat left aome 
good world npoo adence and wa* the fint who ex 
plorod the Pyrenect, gate metho plant* of tboae raotm> 
which were nntnown before hit liaTeb, Contmry 
(o hit unal demeanour toward* other* in geneTul, ho 
was rery kind and amiable to me My berhanam 
win often remind me of bio for I iball eonstanUy Bad 
in it the plants of the Pyreoeea ticketed in bis own 
hand wnting I pea* orer the others^ my dear to 
tell you that you oaght to foraUh yonr share to this 
dep6t of recoUectioa*, I sent ycm some plants from 
Cashmeer and Tibet. For profeational perton*, each of 
these plants it worth a bnndred of the plant* of Early 
\onr friendship 1 am pemuadad, doe* not pnie them lesa 
than the dry pastiou of the learned 'Well Zd you 
most pay your debt* if you haro an oppor tu nity Do 
not fear sending mo mere common plants It is to 
think of you rather than to study that I ask you for 
them. Besides, it was only on my return from Amencn 
that 1 decided upon poisoning my herbarium with cor 
Tocre sublimate t for the worms bad made great haroo 
among the old tpeamons, thoae of the common plants 
which I had eollttcted the first, kour gift* will there- 
fore come Tcry a prop©* 
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Good night, my sweet fnend I answer you play- 
fully, as you write — what can he more agreeable ? I do 
not speak to you at piesent of myself^ because my father 
will forward to you the letters which I shall write to 
him from Ajmeer, and the subject of me will he treated 
as fathers will have it from their sons, that is to say, in 
great detail After the atmosphere of society which I 
breathed at Delhi and Suhhatoo, my present sohtary 
and wandenng life pleases me much To teach you to 
laugh at what you call my pretended Hindostanee cha- 
racters (it 18 you who thus name them), but which wei e 
true and good Persian, I wiU converse with Fraser in 
that language only, if ever chance brings us three 
together at the same table I cannot be too modest I 
can read with tolerable ease a letter in Persian not very 
weU. wntten, which is very difficult, and many Enghsh- 
men cannot accomphsh it after a residence in India of ten 
and even twenty years. But I have given myself a great 
deal of trouble to do it, without speaking of the money 
I have spent My Persian secretary costs me fifty rupees 
a month, and a camel , which is more than a hundred 
and fifty francs This fellow has three servants It 
was impossible to get one cheaper, and equally impos- 
sible to do without, obhged, as I am, to correspond with 
the Princes whose dominions I pass through Who 
would beheve this at Pans ? Who would dotibt it in 
London ? Adieu, my dear Zoe Wnte to me often 
Remember me to George, if he is with you let him 
also wnte to me. 
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TO M JACQUEMONT SENIOR, PARIS. 

Ffr oip ^w 8 ft' teUftn4 

J»fp 0 r 0 FHnwjr loti 1632 5irWajr 

Mt dcab Fatiieb,— I tn»t you like a crowned 
head for it ii only to neb that Uut paper ttmred with 
fpald and ailrer U lent. It u tbe font tDsnn&ctnred 
at Delhi tboogb, by the way It doca bat little credit to 
Indian Indoatry Dot had aa it la, the pen nina orer h 
more glibly than orer onn. \(m hare only to txi 
before the table and, if yoa bare hot a pen Id yonr 
band In the courae of half an boor yon will, without 
any exertroa find the long abeet filled on either tide 
Ferotpoor in not leea pleaaanl to the ear than yonr 
faronrite BeUapore ; and I find it moeh more to on 
account of itaPeraon orifin. Feroxe In Peroan meant 
rablune excellent. It la the name of the pretty atone 
which we coll terqumie — and that ii not alL Two 
leaguca from thia rcry Feroapoor ta I waa coming thu 
morning on foot from Kagnlnah with weather aa delight 
fol as our lorely April mormnga, 1 saw a troop of 
horsemen adrmndog headed by a fine young man whom 
1 recognised as the Kavmnb He alighted from bis 
horse to approach me We embraced, like stage 
heroes, upon oa^ others shoulders, end after ex 
changing some expressions of Asiatic politenets, we 
re-roonnted our horses, and he conducted me to the 
elegant rilla whence I am now writing to you. The 
gUQi of the adjoining fort wure fired aa I alighted at the 
garden gate, ^\^len w« entered the hall, hreakfiut was 
terred np m the European bahlon, and srith all imagin 
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nblc clognncc nnd Rplcndour. As the Enmnran has 
begun, my host, ■who is ft iMnssuhnaun, conhl not \Mth 
propriety set me the example of eating, hut ho did the 
honours of the table, m the most graceful manner He 
did not insist upon my taking ten, nor partaking of the 
good things u Inch colored the table lie allowed me 
to drink my constitutional boul of milk nnd oat a few 
oranges onl) But his politeness well kneu hon to 
avail itself of my frugality. He said to me that the 
most brilliant creatures of the Dmnity Ined only upon 
the honey of flowers, and that he was not surprised to 
see so groat an Aflntouno and Aristouno ns I, imitate 
their delicate frugalit) 

After breakfast I dismissed Shorn Shoodden (the 
name of this j oung man) , at noon I shall pay him a 
visit in the fort, whore his little palace is situated, nnd 
where I suppose he is now breakfasting in secret on 
account of the Ramazan We will then take a turn upon 
an elephant for a couple of liouis, to see the onraons 
of his capital, and I shall return to work for the re- 
mainder of the day. 

This youth is the representative of a distinguished 
Mogul family, the chief of which, thirty years ago, had 
the good sense to join the army of Lord Lake against 
the Mahrattas The British government acknowledged 
his services by confirming him m the possession of his 
pnncipahty which he had formed dunng those troubled 
times He is like a German duke In the event of 
war, he is obhged to furnish his contingent of cavalry 
to the British government, if required, and this con- 
tingent IS in proportion to his revenue The Grand 
Duke of Ferospoor is richer than many members of the 
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Genma dieti be bu footUct, or a milUcm of frtnet, 
• jemr 

well Vaown intlmacj with Mr \\’niUm Fiwr 
vu qolte vafEoenl to aecoro from the joang Ntwaab 
the pobte recepUop he gant me ; but Mr Mertio, the 
Iloldent who U to all these Kamaba and Ilajabi wbat 
Pnoec Mottemich h to the Geraian dobra, bod bimielf 
wnttCQ along time irrenonaljr to aonooace amral 
8acb will be my good fortone aa &r ai Domboj I was 
much affected at leanog Friaer To spare each other 
the paiD of leare-taldog we bad tadtlf agreed that I 
ahonld depart and that ho ahoold let mo go IHce a tbie^ 
witboat crying atop him" Dot when my aerrant 
came to tell me that the cuneU were already gone and 
my bone waiting I forget tay atoleal detonsinatioo of 
the preceding day rraaera heart was u foil as mine 
and we qaltted each other after a ailent shake of tbe 
baniL 

Taesday last, the l4th inaunt I encamped at Cnttoh, 
upon the nuria of anaeet Delhi. I could not succeed 
in bamsbiag the melancholy impretaions of my depar 
taro. Id tbe night, ooe of Fraser's attendants came 
galloping to me with a note from bu master eaying 
that he ezpeneoccd a similar gne^ and had rctolred to 
defer hia bnsinefs and ruo after me to spend a few more 
days with me. 1 wished It more than I dared hope for 
It bectuM I knew that Froaer ought to haro left Delhi 
firo weekf before, to preside at the aatiioa of his district 
and that by accompaoying me he neglected tho dnties 
of bu office and ospoaed himself to the ceiunre of 
Goremment I therefore went tbe following day in 
Tcry low spirits, and pitched my comp at Goorgaoiu 
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On my way tliitlier, I met two singular characters, who 
came very a-propos to divert my sorrow The first was a 
young oflBcer who recollected havmg met me at Calcutta 
at Mr Pearson’s he accosted me by name He was 
coming from Agra, to get change of air for his young 
w’lfe, who was unwell I do not know how he came to 
fancy that I was not fanatically devout, but to make 
a proselyte of me, he favoured me with his history, 
which in no wuse resembled that of the Savoyard curate 
Quarrelsome, and a duellist, he had killed one of his 
brother officers at Calcutta, during the time I was there 
AU the circumstances of the duel tended to render its 
consequences deplorable My young fhend told me he 
was near losing his senses on the occasion , — ^he should 
have said that he became entirely bereft of them. He 
fell into the hands of priests* and of a young and rather 
pretty girl who was of a religious turn, and they have 
succeeded between them in making him one of the most 
zealous Chnstians I ever met He had a good stock of 
hibles wuth him, and begged me so hard to accept of 
one, that I conferred that favour upon him. He pro- 
mised me that his wife and he would pray with all their 
might for my conversion, and wishing him every success 
in his prayers, I took my leave of him until we meet 
again in Paradise 

As, however, I was travelhng on foot, the very com- 
pact bible of this friendly zealot felt very heavy in my 
pocket I soon gave it in charge to my secretary , and 
this descendant of the Prophet caring very little for it, 
put it into the geological bag, along with the stones and 
hammer. 

On my arrival at Goorgaon, I received a visit from 
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tljf Surf or Hindoo jol r lonniopt rrcnt exlnor 
dll ary rxffptioo lo ibr lotutnlanta of Sotlbmi loda 
tr ^pokr |^gll»h at 1 dl^L Hr »{*o rrlalrd bit 

bi tory to mr in nbvfb tlirfr wmr no mm killed, bnl 
!he termination of *bVrb «»« dr^rmnp of perdition 
Hr nat a Ilrabmm of biph rm tr bot rrry poor and by 
bi» haodMimr fountmanee and ptreociotit Intrllipmcr 
bad intrmtrd in bit ^rtrar an oM HritUh ofljerr of tbr 
btpbiHt rank «bo took blm to Calcutta, and tnirr blm 
a I aropranrdoratkro Hit nmlm, nbo nrrr Rnglith 
ml irmanrt, mdrarcntrrd to mak* lum a Cbnttnin t bat 
Ilf foonJ ibal tbr llil la »ra» oof aopfrior lobU Sha$trrt 
and malDtainrd tbit altbooph bU ) nias did not tracb 
fifrllrDCf uHl they wrr» l«rttrr ibtn Ibe nibJf and 
that rrrn tbry verr not pood fcoopb for bim. 

In ibli manarr br bad l>frmDf abil 1 barr brard 
rallfd IQ I*blUJ Ipbu a rfmf Thlt nnbmia 
irat a tnaa of ttiprrior >en«4>) I kfpt bira vith me ontil 
ibe f rmlnp in mdrr to mJtf blm explain ibf particnlara 
of lut jadicUl datift. 

Toaardi the ckne of the day at I nat walkinp alone 
ID a toTTonfol moo-1 In the prat df^frt \ lain abere I 
bad pitched my lent I aaw • tall ahite fipnre adraoc 
Inp toward* me It wat bnwer I wa* goinp to dine 
and be prtcxik of my bowl of milk anl cakrt 
made a pnnrely dinner upon tbh tliaple fare under tbr 
rbelter of ray little nipbt !cot,»hicb 1 bare carried with 
me to Tibrt and Cathmeer and In abicb I bare to 
often ca t off tleep amonp ib« mo«t lorely and ex 
Iraordrtiary teener m the Himalaya rccdhnp to my 
mfmoTj ibat abicb J thal) nercr more Iichokb It u 
impotflble for me to finltb thh tale: tbo Sanaub liaa 

\0UI1 T 
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sent Ins elephants to fetch me , and, as the greatest test 
of pohteness is punctuality, I go that I may not be 
waited for 

Sunday Evemng 

The Nawauh’s favourite pastime is to have his ele- 
phants beaten , the consequence is, that they are as 
VICIOUS as devils That I might have no altercation 
with them this morning, I paid my visit in a calash, for 
Shem Shooddeen had sent me one. I returned much 
later than I expected, and it was only to mount my 
horse and set out for the neighbouring mines Neigh- 
bouring, did I say ? — not so much in the neighbourhood 
either , but I did not begrudge the distance, which vas 
filled up in the most agreeable manner, — fqr I travelled 
through a forest of date trees, extending over a wild 
glen between dark and bleak mountains The mine 
was, as I expected, of the same formation as the sur- 
rounding sod. 

On my way back, I saw four poor httle quads, sporting 
innocently in the beams of the setting' sun Approach- 
ing gently and treacherously, I kdled them all four 
at one shot They formed a great addition to my 
next day’s dinner Would you believe that my host 
has treated me with ices in the desert ? I have just 
given him, at his own request, a certificate of hos- 
pitahty, draivn up, in due form, for Mr Maitm He 
deserves it 

To return to Fraser From Goorgaon, we walked 
together to Sonah, on the 16th, on the 17th we arrived 
at Noh, on the frontier of his district, and of the Bntish 
temtory He is as plain as myself in his habits, and 
we did not acqmre the certainty how well we agreed in 
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tr»T«llmg withcrat regra tU og not b»Tuig Tinted Caib 
meer together Yeeteiday morning he bolted from 
Koh belbre day4ight and although I am a rery early 
mar when I left my tent I could perceire not the 
■hghteat trace of hU, at the place where the prenona 
day we had dined and spent the erening together 
Ha win coma tome day and tea me at Pam. How 
many good and amiable men do you find among the 
BntuhofKorthem India 1 I do not know why hnt at 
Bengal it ta not exactly the tame thing There is lets 
cordiality and len intellect This difl'ereuce u prorerhlal 
in India, and not the lets tme becante it is prorerbia] 
Good night, my dear &thert it u getting late, and I 
■honld be telling an ontrath were I to state that I am 
not tireiL I am going to bed Good rngfau 

ChiA tA ^atrs, AprU 3rd 1831 
I continue, my dear father, my Jong hiitory of Fetox 
pore. Fraser as 1 mentioned, accompanied me to the 
Bntish ftontiers al Nob I reckoned without my boat, 
for 1 expected to hare receired <ome eirihtiea &om the 
Ilajah of Alweer who, on the contrary was moat singu 
Wiy oncinL I paid him off for it, which I could allow 
myself and indeed was in a manner obliged, to do. I 
encountered him as he was going to meet the Goremor 
general, at that time retnming from Ajmeer where there 
had been a kind ofr I bcliere rery useless, cong^eM of 
Rsjpoot pnncei. I reeeire^ from Lord Wiliam the 
kindest inntation to proceed to hu camp, and at the 
same time the means of doing so withont loci of time: 
namely, relays of saddle horses, and hortemem stationed 
upon the rood to aerre me as guides. Leanng there* 
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fore, niy cara'v an to proceed at a bullock’s pace on their 
route lo Jayjiore, I galloped off to the left, and from 
Rajgbur, reached the Governor-general s camp at Ka- 
lakoh This was on the Saturday morning Lord 
William alwa 3 "s halts on the Sunda)'- I remained two 
da}s with him, and received greater kindness than ever 
from him 1 have ^\rltten all this to M Victor, but by 
mistake in English, and my writing is so bad, that I 
I doubt if he will be able to make it out As I find 
that water agrees with me, since my departure from 
Delhi I have resisted the temptation of Champagne and 
Sauterne, which wines circulate freely at Loid William's 
table An excellent oichestra played the “ Parisienne” 
during the dinner, in the middle of a desert in Rajpoo- 
tana 1 What say you to that ? To give me a notion 
of a Rajpootana court, Lord William took me with him 
to receive the visit of the Rajah of Alweer, and on the 
following day Lady William lent me her elephant to 
accompany Lord William, who retuined his visit But 
the poor devil of a Rajah was much disappointed, as he 
did not receive the khelat A great number of com- 
plaints had been made against him, and, in order to 
punish him for his want of civility, he w'as refused this 
distinction, granted to the other Rajpoot princes Lord 
Wilham spent the best part of Sunday m talking pohtics 
with me, and of course India was the theme of our con- 
versation He asked me also a number of questions 
relative to the Punjab We left each other perfect 
friends Lady Wilham took up aU the time which the 
Governor-general left me, and when I quitted her she 
gave me a letter of introduction to the Earl of Clare, 
the new Governor of Bombay, who is an intimate 
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ac<)aAmtviC8 of bers. A few hoan ^Uop brought me 
up to my canrmn, which I found in the nnd ; but thu 
gmre me uo oneefiueas, kt the baggBgu bed beeu guarded 
since our departure from Delhi by a ser]e«nt end four 
teen men. 1 emred et Jeypore on the Itt of Msroh« 
and remained there three days to tee thii uty and lU 
ennrona. It is, without componton the finest aty in 
India, and the surrounding country is extremely inter- 
esting Thence I proceeded to Ajmeer the prettiest 
place I hare seen I mean of those on the plains for 1 
prefer Nahnn and Mondeennghur m the Himtlaym 
Trom Ajmeer I made an oxcanion toBeawr the capital 
of Mhairwaira, a monntajoous country mhahited by a 
nee of men abongmea of India, and following no other 
calling for eentunes post, than that of fiwbooters, ccer 
oslag therr depredabons ro the adjacent plains ofMbar- 
war and Afeywar They hare bees, within the last ten 
yean, miraculously coorerted to order and liberty the 
latter howerer being only for the men. The hus- 
band buys his wife the bther tells his daughter tbs 
ton telU bis mother Among the womem dishonour 
consists not in being told, but m being badly told I 
wiU show you in my portfbho a few of those tender 
fidhtrs, and debcate husbands and respoctfol sons. Beg 
of M Victor to reed or translate to you my history of 
Mhairwarra, It cost roe eighty Tniles, or thirty four 
leagues, in thirty-alx hours, on horseback and on an 
elephant. I was &irly worn out on my amral at Ajmeer 
Between Delhi and Rajghnr I was fortunate enough to 
ditcorer some tutj luteroatlng geological phenomena. 
1 had the same good luck at another Ksjghur dtuateil 
in the mountains which separate the rilley of Ajmeer 
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from the plain of Nusserabad, where I remained only 
one day to change my bullocks, ray camels, and my 
escort These Rajghurs must perplex you dreadfully, 
by their constant repetition in the map Ghur signi- 
fies a fort or castle , and every lord of a village has a 
great propensity to give himself the title of Rajah 
Thus every village has its Rajghnr, and often has no 
other name, unless it be j ajpoot , or i ajepoora, or 

0 ajkote, or rajekoti , poor, poot at , kote, koti , and 

naghur, which I was neaily forgetting, have nearly the 
same signification as glim . i 

I pitched ray tent at the foot of Fort Chittor, cele- 
brated in the history of India I should have hked to 
have visited it, not on account of its antiquities, for 
w hich I care little, hut for the sake of the stones of the 
mountains which it serves to defend. But I found the 
grapes sour for having no express order from the court 
of Odeypoor to be admitted, I could not enter 

I wrote to Porphyre from Khachrode, which you ivill 
find close to this place, although I made a considerable 
circuit to get to it. I went to Rutlaum, from curiosity 
to examine, in their places, some singular stones which 

1 had seen used at Jowra To visit this place, I had 
nothing to do btit get into Captain Borthwack’s p”alan- 
qum This gentleman is political agent of the Bntish 
government m these provinces, allied or tributaries to 
Malwa. You must add his name to the list, already 
rather long, of your Indian saints , for Captain Borth-- 
u ick was excessively kind to me I visited the quarries, 
which I w'as so justly anxious to see I returned to 
Khachrode this morning, and left it again for Oogein 
with the minister of the young Nawaub of Jowra, whom 
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Csptun BortbwJck bf^nl !o tftompny me bilhfT ind 
»bo wfll my oerrooo lie %* one of the tnwt Jntel- 
IigtQt [odutti t hare met with t and ia a Mn« altrann 
at ore almcnt «U the people here of rrhom osy good 
can mkL 

^\ e are rery appehent{ro of a Terolotlon In Fjig 
Usd Not that inch *n errni aonU ihaLe the Hnlhh 
ytoirrr {o thji roaniry hot on emnol of the comereni 
lanVniptnet «Wch it «tmW oct»too. I or my own port 
I entertom fem of lometblng arone^^indernh 1 fear 
ererr thing Oar ferolniion appean to me ronch leu 
decnir* than it «xf a year ago, when it hid allies 
\\ adfl hat, with a great deal of dtIBraliy made Ilonjeet 
^ng cooient to open the nangatlDD of ibo Indoi to the 
Bniiib There U some fear of the nn^iuss at the 
!«tlota of thh segoeiattoo Near lUtorahang and 
Katsgbnr* on (be road from Calontta to Henarea, some 
regiments are emploreJ in mahbg a temble eumple 
of the rerotted Cotea. Adicn. 

itndlnir ea fcaalf Ncriwf/aA 

Sfy desir father —1 passed ihroogh Indore wjlbonl 
Cndiog any letters from Eorope neither were there 
any at Mow Thence I proceeded to Maendoo, Immense 
and almost nnhnown mint, on the border of the pUin 
npon which the monntuiia of \ yndbU are seated The 
beat bad become exce*tire 1 there foand mnch to 
tnnch my herbarium. The table on the comer of 
which I am now wnting to yon Is coterod with stones 
which I bare hroagbt from ibence I next went to 
Mbeysnr oo the benks of the Nerbnddah, and three 
days ago amred at Mnndlnir Here dwells Captain 
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Sandys, a Bntish political agent, who had the extreme 
kindness to send me, on the mountains of Maundoo, 
some horsemen and guides to show me those beautiful 
and extraordinary hills I had no other introduction 
to him than a letter from Mr Martin, the ex-Resident 
of Delhi, and at present Resident of Indore , but be is 
one of Mr Martin’s lieutenants Besides that, my name 
18 now known to everybody in India How this has 
happened I know not , for I avoid appearing before the 
public in any manner whatever , though others, no doubt, 
in my situation, would act differently in order to enjoy 
greater respect I shrink from every kind of pubhcity, 
and present myself to individuals only Certain very 
Ignorant scribblers have not the same reserve, and are 
continually thrusting themselves into notice I should 
he little flattered to be coupled with them in any way , 
therefore I remain as quiet as possible But my wan- 
dering life brings me into connexion with so many men, 
in a country where men (I mean from our own country) 
are not very numerous, that I find myself known to the 
greatest part of this community of Europeans Captain 
Sandys loads me with kindness and attentions, and, 
although Mundlesir is one of the hottest places in 
India, I recruit myself perfectly well here My at- 
tendants were more in want of rest than I was They 
suffered more from the excessive heat dunng my last 
.marches My bullock chariots broke down in the 
mountains I left half of my army, and the most in- 
telligent of my attendants, to take care of them, and 
get them repaired, whilst I came on here with the 
camels The rear guard has now come up Tliere are 
sick in abundance , — I physic them as u eU as I am able, 
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an4 loo. A« for I rnjoy tlie Im 

mrott loiary of a home la a Itmo bfe In I-aropo 
thm sir mtaj idnlralile adranti^ «hkli «e rn}oj 
witbcmt ■pptmatlnp tlirmt nad wLairrrr futnre 
fate nujr be I ihinL 1 ahtU nlnji find in ro^ FarojKun 
dntiB}' «a(Hcicnl to be thuikfal for and to attach tae-lo 
life Then are athoaiaad thinj:«> the talac of which 
we do not dttcorer entilwe are depnred of them. Sach 
are the loxanea of eatinp bread errry day— >aittiDp apon 
a chair— fleepng oport a nallmv— dankinp wine 
whether pood or bad AAcr my trarel* in ArU, little 
frill 1 hope fufficeformy phyiirwl corofortt- 

1am here la the coaalryof the llheelf a people 
ahon^et of India, and ndibcn by proferfion Tbeir 
Mahnlta ralen being incapable of gorrming them 
within the U«t ten yean the Unilfb bare aoder 
taken that ta^L Laadioi* oret the rerenoet to the 
Mahratta aotemgn Thb bai already operated an 
immeme and tnlnUry change in the manners of these 
aaragfw. 

I tUall probably to^raoTTOw croai the NerbadJah 
irbich flows at a hondred paces from hence and enten 
the llombay territory \t Ajnntah I shall enter tha 
dominions of the Viiam. This country the geological 
slmUore of which u qolte peenbar has alui a tlngnUr 
confignralkm It diffen entirely from erety other 
conntry 1 bare belbre seen in India. The Nerbuddali 
poifwes a chancter of ongioal bcanty which no other 
nrer has erer deployed to me and tha beauty is of a 
most fTclreordinary Und t 

Tha morning I received a parcel from Cbandcmagore 
the sight of which filled me vrith Joy Its thWenns 
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made me hope that I should find in it some letters 
from Europe There was only one from the Jarditi, 
announang to me the supplement of indemnity which 
the minister of commerce and public works has granted 
to me , — namely, three thousand francs for the year 
1831, and three thousand more for the current year, — 
total SIX thousand francs, which I have requested my 
banker to add to my credit. These gentlemen inform 
me that they have not yet ascertained upon whose pro- 
posal M D’Argout granted me this indemnity I 
suppose it IS a reply to the demand of funds which I 
addressed to the minister from Kurnaul, in February, 
1831 They acknowledged the receipt of two of my 
letters, the last of them dated from Lahore in March 
1831 , I hope, theiefore, that at the time they wrote 
to me (November 21st 1831) you had also received 
your share of my packet from the Punjab. The last 
letter which has reached me from you is dated June 
1831, and is already very old 1 Adieu, my dear father, 
remember me to all around you One word more — ■ 
M de Melay, whom I had consulted upon the means 
of converting a simple knight of the legion of honour 
into an ofllcer of that order, begs me to send Lim a 
brief statement of M Allard’s claims He promises to 
forward it to the minister, and support it with, all his 
bureacuratic eloquence He has no doubt, he says, of 
the success of our joint prose I am therefore going to 
write the best in my power , and shall feel happy if I 
can contribute in procuring for our w'orthy countryman 
some acknowledgment for the noble manner in which 
he upholds the honour of the French name in the dis- 
tant regions of the Punjab. 
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Adm cmc« morr and for tfae time and now 
pjtrJ apilnit eoH, teal an I damp Farmen my dear 
fatbrr uLe cw of yonr^rlf for ymr own rake and for 
mine TbinV of ibo pJea ore of talking at oor fire<>lde 
of tlttl burning foreacp Mnndlwlr and of w many 
otbrr tblnga of nbicb I rball W foU nben ne mmt 
again I lore atvd etobraco yon mtb afl roy heart* 


TO M nCTOR DE TIUn rAR!« 

Ctmf ia Jt/«rr« U tim» CUflt* 0*d Jwdm* 
VtlMtnk irU. 

Mr DCAB rittrvo,~Aboi9l the middle of Frbrwy 
I bare left tbe b<^tnlfal DrlM to aee It no more; and 
^ince tbat time I tnarcb ra a ronthetly direction I 
border already on tbe tropic the ton In raid-day appeari 
to be almcKt rcrtlcal not a clond In tbe tky and tbo 
1 rrcic n ra gently la tbe mormng which when It U 
n It ret wanted, becoraea a gale of bot nlml abont nine 

0 clock ; yet ibla I< only the begtnnlag of the monwom 
It will bo Ciirly act fn, and rage In alt fti Tory nben I 
•ball bare to cro<i tbe ralleyt of tb« \erbnddah and 
of the Taptee I •lionld not iblnL >o ranch of It tmee 

1 am doomed to It for tbe remainder of ray trirela In 
Inda, and I bope 1 •ball get by and ly acenitotned 
to It but h Ii a hard trul for one lately from tbe 
Himalaya. 

Thh krwt aw nhm kjr Jaofanual b EbjBA b fbm 
mtaha — Ta. 
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I wisli I were again on my way to Cashmeer, flying 
from the sun every day, instead of facing it as I do , 
how gladly would I take again the chances of the 
adventurous journey 1 But alas ! the drama of human 
life 18 performed once only, and my imagination, which 
pictures to me such heautiful scenes of the Himalaya, 
makes me feel bitterly that I am dead already to the 
reahty of their actual enjoyment. You remember 
Dante’s Imes — 

Nessun maggior dolore, 

Cho ncordarsi del tempo felico, 

Nella miseno. 

Well, there is no great difference between hell itself 
and a tent exposed to this Indian sun, so far, at least, as 
temperature goes , and this is true misery, and is felt 
the more so when one thinks of the cool shades of 
Cashmeer, of its streams, and of its forests. 

You know already how I was detained at Delhi so 
much beyond my expectations. And now, suffenng as 
I do from the excessive heat, I cannot yet say that I 
regret to have made so long a stay in the imperial city. 
There I lived with a friend, and the sweet remem- 
brances of friendship are blended with those of the 
place where that friendship originated Delhi shall ever 
be one of my dearest recollections of the East My 
route to Jaypore led me first through a country exceed- 
mgly interesting in a geological point of view — Feros- 
poor and Alwur I spent a pleasant day at the former 
place with the young Nawaub Shem Shooddeen Khan, 
whom I had met with already as a visiter at my friend 
Fraser’s, he entertained me with the greatest hospi- 
tality By way of compensation, the Alwur Rajah 
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prored rery indtutnouly iroaril tonrdi me lUd I 
been an obecnro tmreUer 1 would not bare taken tba 
leaat notice of bu want of coorteay bat, introdactd aa 
I was to hu notice by the rery bigheat British aotbon 
tics, I conld not bat rotent it for them and, acquainted 
as 1 am, aioce my joamey across the Sntledge wrtb 
Eastern manneis, 1 foond it little difficult to mako the 
foolish pnnce apologise for hit backwardness. The 
Governor-general was then marching from Ajmeer to 
Agrah hit rente was almost parallel with ‘mine, m an 
opposite direction. I received from his camp an exceed 
ingly fiattensg iriTitatioa to join it horses were sent to 
me and stationed in the way with horsemen to guide 
and escort me t and, leaving my caravan on the 25tb of 
Febroaiy kog before day light, I arrived before noon at 
the tents of the Goremor-gunefal, after many an boor 
of banl riding Lord ^ Dentinck was to stay two 
days ID the place where I met him ; boverer attenUre 
he and Lady WTUiam had been alwaye to me ilnco the 
day of my amral in Calcotta, never did 1 receive from 
them sudi a kind receptioa 1 spent wHh thorn two 
days, which 1 thaE never forget. The camp was pitched 
in a weary desert of llajpootana. It appeared h'ke a 
moving dty Thoagh exccedlnglv aversa to anything 
like state. Lord W Bentmck canoot dispense altogether 
with the pomp by which the former Govemore-general of 
India sorroanded themaelrea in their jonraeys. Many 
of the chief officers of the state most accompany him to 
despatch the business of the vanoos branches of tbs 
service. Every one of the heads of departments has a 
number of depuUea and assIsUnU. Then comes the 
personal state of the Goveroor general, then bis escort. 
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consisting of a regiment of infantry, one of cavalry. Ins 
body guards, a light battery, and after all comes an im- 
mense number of camp followers The sight was quite 
new to me, and very interesting, as you may fancy To 
welcome my arrival at head-quarters, my friend the 
Alwur llajah arrived there also on the same day He 
had been summoned, that, after paying a visit to his 
lordship, he might receive one in return , an attention 
which had been paid by the Governor-general to all the 
other Rajpoot pnnces, evcept to him, on a first occasion 
The Rajah expected also to receive a khelat, or honorary 
dress, a distinction bestowed on many other chieftains 
of Ms rank The reception afforded me an opportunity 
of seeing a Rajpoot court in all its gaiety and glittering 
After the Asiatic exhibitions of the day, I sat in the 
evening by the right of Lady William Bentinck, at a 
large table, to a superb dinner. 1 he party was numer- 
ous, an excellent band was in attendance in a con- 
tiguous tent, Lady William told me she had lately 
received from the Palais Royal la Parisienne, and 
desired it to be performed for me What a strange con- 
course of circumstances ’ I felt inwardly grateful for it 
I enjoyed it thoroughly The evening before, at that 
time, alone in my little tent, pitched in a solitary spot at 
the foot of a hill, sitting to my usual meal, a plain pillau , 
a single candle burning on my small table, often blasted 
away by the wind , no noise but the loud shrieks of the 
jackaUs about my cattle, bullocks, and camels , every- 
thing about me of the country where I was And but 
for twenty-four hours what a complete change around ' 
All the luxunes and refinements of Europe 1 Lord 
Wilham, the next day, was able to command some 
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boar» of In orr wIikH ip«il toprlh^r Jo hit Ifnt 
ItlLin^r of bn country of itt prohcblc ilnlintct pUn 
nn;^ too tl Earopc aadcooclailin^by rkcUlninp how 
*lr»i)pc wm* our mcrtinp tkirr ind lijkinp thnr of tach 
lhiD(:«. Hr » man from CQ|;Und oor of tU« crowd 
lUcrr; brrr the •htoloif roW of Atux I qslctly en 
piped In my fbilo^ophif*! rr*c*tchr* »mid»l lajbartra* 
iribrtl We itnIW m tba Wf» of drrjdj- UtJ comWn* 
ItotJt to tnop ID inch cxtrwTihwy arcam^Uncru, 
which hire an nx rhicdy from chance and nccrtiitj 
Ilewlittlfi ondmlool h tbi« political pbrtromcnoD id 
Horopc 

On the ^ib krop l<forQ day llpht tbc icDli werr 
ttmek doa ru I found a bortc and a rrmple of bonrmcn 
h) waiting at the door of mine ) roouutrd and truttiDp 
to the pood «ye« of ray putd«>s and to the tore foetmp 
of toy clurpm, 1 rtnhrd forward at a tharp canter on a 
rough path lotmrctnd hy rat met and thanpeg bot>« 
and guldm on my way in a few Lourt 1 Jmned again my 
poor little wretched ramp, where I coold not but fancy 
that the whole of the two daya pa«t wan a drtam 

1 hare aince area the aoperh Jarpore and the delight 
fal Ajmeeri and during my very abort itay in the 
Utter I bare ccnlnred to rWt ^1hal^war^^ the former 
Abnuii of Hajpootana. It wa« well worth eighty mile* 
nding in littio moro than twenty four houn. 1 aaw a 
enuDtry whoio lahabitanta aince an {mmemorul time 
had nerer bad any other meana of eYiatence hut plunder 
m tho adjacent pUlna of ^Iha^waf and Maywar a 
people of murdmn ( now changed Into a qaiet, iDdnatn 
ona, and happy people of ahepherdi and cnlliralora. No 
lUjpoot chicUf DO Mogul emperora, bad ercr been able 
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to subdue them , fourteen years ago everything was to 
he done with them , and since six or seven years, every- 
thing IS done already A single man has worked that 
wonderful miracle of civilisation , Major Henry Hall, 
the son-in-law of Colonel Fagan, of whom I have 
written to you at Delhi, As 1 know it will be gratify- 
ing to your feehngs and to your opinions on the subject, 
I shall add, my dear friend, that Major Hall has accom- 
plished this admirable social experiment without taking 
a single life. 

< The very worst characters of Mbairu arra he secured, 
confined them, or put them in irons at work on 
the roads Those who had lived long by the sword 
w ithout becoming notorious for wanton cruelty, he made 
them soldiers , they became in that capacity the keepers 
of their former associates, and often of their chiefs , and 
the rest of the population was gained to the plough 
Female infanticide was a prevalent practice with the 
hlhairs, and generally throughout Rajpootana, and 
now female casualties amongst infants exceed not male 
casualties , a proof that the bloody practice has been 
abandoned, and scarcely has a man been punished for it 
Major Hall did not punish the offenders, he removed 
the cause of the crime, and made the crime useless, 
even injurious to the offender, and it is never more 
committed 

Major Hall has shoivn to me, on the field, the corps 
which he has raised fiom amongst those former sat ages, 
and I have seen none in the Indian army in a higher 
state of discipline. He was justly proud of his good 
w ork, and spared no trouble to himself that I might see 
it thoroughly in the few hours I had to spend with him. 
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Upnrdi of a hondr«d riDa;;m nm* lammoDtd from 
the ncighboorinp rilUjea and htmlM* 1 ccnrencd with 
them of their fortoCT miwJa of life and of their pmcot 
arocationt. ^^oft of theto men bad thed blood. They 
tohl me thej knew not anj other mode of life t it was a 
mort mlwraUe oao by tbeir acconnt t they were naked 
and atamnj' 'Sow poor as {t the imi of their tinall 
Tallep and barren ibeir hflla, orery hand being- aet at 
work there it plenty of elothct, of foo*l ; and to letitible 
are they of the immente benefit confenrd upon them by 
the Bnuth goremment that willingly they pay to it 
already 500 000 franca, which they Incm^e or ty year 
aa their ositonal wealth admits of lU 

Often I bad tbongbt that gentle means wonld prore 
inade^tateto the task ofbreaking in popnlationt addided 
for aget to a ao«t nonily aarage life; nch u the 
Greek* for iettanee. k et the Klephtc* were hot lam ht 
compared to the Mbaira and the Mbaira in a fewyeert 
hare become an Indtutnoua, labonons, and well behaved 
people. I tee by the Dombay paperi that M Capo 
dlnnat hat been mnrderedi I wub flfajor Hall were 
hit tncceftor for now I bare the greetcft confidence 
ID the effiaency ofgmffo wetuu Bat a peenliar talent 
too, which u a gift of nature it reijoircd in the rolcr 
withont which the most beotTolent intention* would 
prore UMleta. W e know by a Peraian exprea*, the fidl 
ofWaiaaw and the rgection of the reform lull by the 
Lord*, with the ontragea which hare taken place immo' 
diately after it Unaatiafiictory u may be the state of 
onr country England li mneh worte Thing* might b* 
settled in France without coUuion, whilst in EnginnH it 
appears to me that H cannot be done without hortiog 
VOL. II ti 
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many private interests. Inequality in every thing there 
has grown to a monstrous degree It must be somewhat 
lessened . will the gentle measures of the laws of in- 
heritance, &c. &c be quietly waited for ? The working 
classes in the large towns of England are hornbly 
degraded by usual drunkenness. I beheve that in the 
course of our first revolution, atrocious as it was, there 
was scarcely a scene more shameful for the human 
species than the late not at Bnstol. Thanks to that 
revolution of ours, there is now m France such a gradual 
transition between the higher and lower classes, and 
such an absence of lines of social demarcation, that we 
have nothing to fear of the calamities with which Eng- 
land 18 threatened. In England there are two classes 
perfectly distinct The gentry (which includes the 
nobihty), and the people The natives of India have 
long since smartly enough made the distmction They 
have two expressions only to mention a European a 
saJiib logue, a lord, a gentleman, or rather of the caste 
of lords or gentlemen , and a gora logue, or one of the 
caste of the whites, a white man The former character 
IS much respected by them , the latter may be dreaded, 
as it IS indeed very often quite dreadful, but respected 
— never 

There are disturbances in a distnct of Central 
India, which I visited two years ago, just after leaving 
Calcutta They are of a more senous nature than it 
was at first anticipated, yet I believe the insurrection 
completely put down already It was not pohtical at 
all, but called for, it appears, by the mismanagement of 
the local authonties The more I know of this fabric, 
the more extraordinary it appears to me No guess can 
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bt toAile »t lU donbiJItjrt It to^y Usi centorief and nuy 
be taept away in a few mootba. Ilowarer thU I will 
fotwtel 1 tbe Bntiih power In India will not pemh by 
foreign aggretjion. Foreign aggreaalon indeed may do 
mocb toward! it* dettrmrtlon but mom by tbe apint of 
rebelboB it will raua erery where tbrocghont tbe pnn 
rincea of tbe empire than by tbe actnal coUHioa of the 
inradera with tbe Dntbb amuea. Si ru paerm para 
MIm bat been of late a maxim too little acted npon 
For the take of economy aercral corps whkb, it it true 
were bat rory bttle atefah bare been diilanded } aod 
India it the eonntry of the world where men are tbe 
leaat prone to change tbolrprofcttion There are few 
^lajor Hall* to work the mindea be bat done Dif> 
banded aoUlera tom oat robbert- There are many well 
orbited cinga of highwaymen in theao lodepondent 
itatee, and witboot a ttrong eacort I ibonld be plan 
dered to a certainty Lord \\0liam will Irare to bb 
aaccctaor a more aalii&ctory bndget bnt I epprebend 
he wili leare to him alto ample occation for many new 
expentea. I hear from Lahore tometimea by AL AhanL 
Some oneatmesi it felt there regarding a claim &om the 
Engiith Goremment, tupported by its diplomatic agent, 
to bare tbe narigatkm of tbe Indot freely open, lion 
jeet Sing b tery relnctant to it bnt be b too wbe not 
to anbmit, thongh relnctantly Ilb ton Sheer Sing 
b now riceroy of Catbmeer 'Tb a great pity be «bd 
cot £11 that iitoation a year ago, when I waa there for 
be u a great fhend with tbe French offiren in hU fatber’t 
lerrice, and very Wendly to the Europcant ; betidea, for 
a Sikh let It be well onderatood a bigb feebng noble, 
young man, Tbe low nllain who pretted to bard npon 
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the poor helpless Cashmeenans during my stay in Cash- 
meer is hkely now brought to his accounts and severely 
retaliated upon Runjeet Sing’s treasury and Sheer 
Sing’s favour with his father will benefit by it, but not 
the poor Cashmeenans certainly 

But what do you care about Runjeet and Sheer Sing 
and Cashmeer ? I will speak of myself to atone for so 
much lunary matter My health has been lately a httle 
tried by the immense changes of temperature I was sub- 
ject to In the sandy deserts of Rajpootana, such is the 
dryness of the air, and the transparency of the sky, that, 
in the starry calm nights of the winter, the thermometer 
reaches the freezing point, owing to the pnnciple of 
radiation I marched two or three hours in that cold 
atmosphere every morning, and the sun early was so 
powerful as to raise the temperature of my tent, where 
I spend the afternoon, to 35 and 36 degrees* , by and by 
It will be 43 and 44“t) if not more, but then the nights 
wiU be almost equally hot I caught a very bad cold, 
for which I was obliged to put up three days at Nee- 
mutch, the last Enghsh station which I passed through, 
and where I was most kindly taken qare of by a good 
old gentleman whom I had seen at Semla and at Delhi, 
now the superintending surgeon of the army in these 
quarters I made there a new acquaintance with a Swiss 
family , the gentleman having got a commission in the 
Company’s service some twenty years ago, is now in 
command of a regiment, with the reputation of an ex- 
cellent officer Ten years ago he went on leave to Europe 
and married m his country at Berne, just at the time 


* Centigrade f Idem 
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when I tTWTcDfiJ in SwrtierUntL They knew torneof 
ny ta{u«)aUiiCCT in their country and most of the 
pUceewhsch I had nsit^ \\e tpoke of them helping 
each other • memory arvd forgot entirely the Jar* whwh 
makes France and Saitxerland two distinct conntriea. 
^\ c felt IDte connlrymeiu The simplicity of their man 
ners was a thing which I bad not witnessed since 1 left 
Franco 1 1 was qoite delighted with them \\ o spoke of 
the Engiiib as if foreignera to ns, althongh are arere 
adopted members of their aoaety Doth hnsband and 
anfft prored rery accomplished persona j 1 hare spent 
aoine happy honra with them and not parted with them 
antbont a sincere promise to im^olre after them arhen 
arer I may rint theu conntry again aa they Intend to 
retire there u a short time 
Adien* my dear friead* through the hazohoo screen of 
the door of my teat I see the son setting behind a 
grore of date trees j— no inch things in yonr Party bat 
your temperate countnci hare their poetry also— raricty 
makes np ahundaotly for magnificence It is tune for 
my hot spiced piUan afW which 1 wnte a conple of 
hours more, before sending my cararan ahead by the 
cool of the nighu This would be English of mine is 
quite French— ten times more so than when I write to 
an Englishman. \Miy this difference? 1 assure yon 
without Tanity that 1 speak and wnta it quite differently 
with tbs Engbtb, mnch more like them i perhaps becaose 
with them 1 think more like them, and for English feel 
lugs find more readily at band English express i ons. 
\VhateTer may be the locorredness of my speech m their 
tongue, I hare aeldom to bo uhamed of it with the 
Eoghsh in this co u n t ry aa Lady M Dentlnck is the 
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only person that ever offered to speak French with me. 
Adieu again, the blank beneath I shall fill up at Indore, 
whence I shall forward this to Calcutta. 

* I must cease wnting to you in English, as it would 
he impossible for me to tell you in that language that I 
love you and embrace you with all my heart 

Oojetn, April 5th. 

A few words more, my dear friend, to fill up the sheet, 
though I have plenty else to do But I cannot work, 
liable as I am to receive numerous visits This city is 
the largest and most celebrated in the dominions of 
Scindia, at present under the Bntish protection My 
arrival was announced in such a manner that I found a 
pretty little palace prepared to receive me, and the con- 
stituted and other authorities having come to make me 
their salaam, I answered them in my very best Hin- 
dostanee I received from Neemutch the last of Cal- 
cutta gazettes, and this morning, on horseback, I read 
the sixteen immense columns of Lord Brougham’s 
speech in the House of Lords, on the 7th of October last 
What talent I — but how is the use of it perverted I It 
IS a disagreeable kind of talent, that which disgusts the 
hearer instead of concihating him If I were a public 
man I would study Lord Brougham in order not to re- 
semble him What is the use of that cutting irony, 
that bitter sarcasm, that supercihous pride which he 
displays ? What is the use of those quotations of Greek 
and Latin verses ? The Enghsh entertain a sovereign 
contempt for our parliamentary debates, with regard 


* The remainder of this letter was written m French. — Ta 



LAHORE AMD CAIItUEEJU 


205 


both to form and matter Tor mjr part, 1 tar® the 
aarae feehng from the bottom of my aonl «ith regard 
to the forma of theira. What ii your opmlon ? Adien 
once more I ahall rrmaio here two daya, and tbu 
letter will go from Indore, Remember me kindly to 
pour Cunfly 


TOM ronPinilE JACQUCilONT PtRIS. 

Kk^chnA* m Jt/«7r«, Mwtt\ Slit 1833, 

1 WRITE yon a few worda, my dear brother before 
the amral of my baalo of mQk and ita actompamment 
of chcpaltifrv The moment I bare awallowed my 
breakfitt I iball begin my Ubonn of the day In the 
afternoon I ahiU certainly not b« in anefa good homonr 
becaate there will be then ninety or a boodrtd degreet 
of heat in my tent and a poor derD condemned to be 
baked can acarcely feci diajioaed for merriment The 
anmtoer has aet In tbeao tii or aeren daya ; ita amral 
haa been aomethlng like that of a cannon baR, which 
girea no notice of ita approech Thna, I am cangbt I 
\ on moat recoUect once reading in the newapapera, that 
Dr Ondney WI 1 reported to bare died of cold in the 
dewtaof Afnca. elll— «only a week ago, at aonnae 

in the desert and aandy plaioe of Rajpootana, the tber 
mometer fell almott to freenog point in the conrae of 
the day it roM to ninety and nnder a tent expoeed to 
the atm to a htmdred and fire. The cold and hot air 
hatha whidt I wma thna obliged to take, whether I vonld 
or not, gare me a bad cold which completely deatroyed 
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my voice for several days On my arrival at Nee- 
mutch, where I stopped and remained three days at the 
house of an old gentleman of my acquaintance, chief 
physician to the army in these provinces, I wanted to 
cover my throat and chest with leeches , hut the good 
man had a prejudice against leeches, and though I had 
not the shghtest confidence in his medical talents, I 
pohtely allowed him to do as he pleased, contentmg 
myself with a strict regimen, and expectorating ptisans 
Five days ago, being almost cured, I resumed my 
journey The lower G of my voice is, however, still 
singularly hollow and sepulchral It is evident that my 
throat IS always my weakest part This httle attack 
appears to me almost a periodical return of the one 
which delayed me last year at Prounch, between the 
Punjab and Cashmeer. It occurred a month later than 
this year, but under similar circumstances of tempera- 
ture Last year the attack was much more severe I 
had great pain in the chest, from which I am free on 
the present occasion It is true I had then undergone 
considerable fatigue since my amval in the mountains 
of Mirpore , instead of which, this year, ever since my 
departure from Delhi, I have, comparatively speaking, 
travelled very comfortably. My marches, neverthe- 
less, have been much longer than in any of my pre- 
ceding campaigns. But I have two horses, and even 
three since I dismissed the moonshee (Persian secretary) 
whom I engaged at Delhi, and mounted upon the 
ghount of KooUoo, which the Rajah of Mondi gave me 
last November Notwithstanding the bad state of 
my stud, there is always one beast able to carry me. 
One of the horses is lame, occasioned by the stupidity 
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of tbo £imtr «bo ibod blmi the gbcmnt bet t gelled 
beclc from tbe taddle of ZDf mooo^beo oot fitting bim 
and were it not for my faltbfol lorrtl of Calcntta, I 
tbonld be obliged to perfonn the remainder of my 
jonmey on foot. Jhit mataro It more rlaoot than 
erer and, abont a fortnight ago, near Ajmeer threw 
me, witbont my knowing bow U happened, upon a heap 
of atoort from which I roto modi brnlted Ila had 
not taken tneh a liberty with me for two yeart patt. I 
wai taken in by my friend Patteh Oolla Beg Khan the 
borta be told me for font bondred and twenty fire 
mpeea (nearly eleren hundred franca) it n poor creatnie 
quite done up. ^'hen tbo back of tbe gbount It 
cured, and can again bears saddle I shaD get nd of this 
pett at any price The wag* of Bombay may joke as 
th«y pirate about my long logs and the irpallncaa of 
my hortet. 

It u mott fortunate for mo that 1 met tbo Goremor 
general in Uajpootana. Both bh Lordthip and Lady 
^V'iUtam Bentinck auoced me that I might rely upon 
the botpitalily of the Earl of Clare, GoTernoc of Bom 
hay whom they knew personally before they mot him 
at the speaei of Indian Congm* which Lord "WTlham 
bad lately held at Ajmeer at>d where the Gorernor of 
Bombay was present, as well as a dozen Kajpoot 
Kings. I luppota that the Colonel Tod ■ excellent 
work has brought theie latter into rogue in Loodon 
and eren at Pans, and that you hare heard a great deal 
about them Were it not for the protection of the 
British gomnment, there U not one of these prood 
Idnghnga who would not long since hare become a 
pensioner and prisooer of llui^jeot Sing All you hare 
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heard is pure fudge. I should onl} like to see two 
or three hundred of Runjeet’s greybeards in the midst 
of as many thousands of these Rajpootana bullies 
In India, my dear friend, every one has the preten- 
sion of smoking the tobacco of Bliilsa Real connois- 
seurs have some doubts about this , and their objections 
are founded upon the very limited extent of the Bhilsa 
territory, which you will find somewhere in the pnnci- 
pahty of Bhopal, in Central India. But what is still 
better, I am assured that no tobacco plant ever grew in 
Bhilsa, and that the far-famed tobacco of that name is 
nothing more than the Khachrode sent thither for sale 
I am going to try it, and if I find it good I will bring 
you a small packet I have not accustomed myself to 
smoking, but merely indulge in it now and then, and 
sometimes at intervals of months Since my departure 
from Delhi, I drink nothing but water and milk — a 
regimen of my own choice, entirely ad libitum, which 
I find agree with roe very w'ell I do not eat animal 
food every day, which agrees with me still better 
Thanks to this abstemiousness, I suffer much less from 
the heat than any other European At this season of 
the year, no Europeans travel, aU the movements of 
troops have ceased since the 10th of March , every one 
remains qmetly at home behind mats of vetiver, kept 
continually wet, which produces an agreeable coolness 
by the evaporation of the water, or under the draft of 
punkas or fans attached to the ceding , or else fanned 
by attendants Here they spend their time in cursing 
the country, dnnking brandy and water, and smoking 
the hookha. At day-break they take a ride until sun- 
nse , and in the evening, at sun-set, an airing in a car- 
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rugc Tbii it tU the cxeraso they bare Mine is » 
TtTj difTcrent mode of life I biTe itood it now for 
three year*, tod tnut 1 elnll hold out ootH the end I 
tntiaptte with pletnre one thing on my retam : that 
of briogiDg mjtclf back«— which of the difEcnlt thinga I 
hare to do, h not the leait — for how rery few retnni 1 
At Ddhi I aaw aerertl peraoot who confeued to me 
that when I aet ont for Lahore fifteen months ago, they 
littk expected to see me again. 

A great ntunher of rohbmca are committed in these 
prorincei | hut on this tide of the Sntledge a European 
IS seldom or nerer rohbed Deaides, I hare a strong 
escort for my baggage which wiihont this protec 
tUra woold infaUiblr be plondrred. 1 march on alone 
with few attendants, bat these are well armed lonr 
gant are excellent I btely shot an antelope at two 
hnndred tod ninety font of my long paeea, with yonr 
doabte-borrelled gan and yon will see by the extreme 
vmallnets of the two boles mada in the skin that the 
ball had lost notbing of its atreogth. Sportsmen are 
not aware how far a good gun carries a ball, and in a 
straight Ibe too. 

Did I tell yon that from Delhi I sent a Cashmeer 
shawl as a present to Madame Cordler? I was appre* 
hensire U might hare been stolen at the paat*o£Bce, 
which sometimes happens i bnt I foand at Ajmeer a 
latter &om her bashand thanking me for the present, 
which had arrlred safe at Chanderntgort. It seems 
that there wu a consultation at Chandemagore, to know 
what nsa was to he made of my present, for they had 
nerer seen a shawl of that description M Cordier 
wrota to me that bis wife hesitated between a shawl and 
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a gown, and asked my advice My answer will surpnse 
him, for I voted for trowsers, according to the Cash- 
meer and Persian fashion. In those places, these 
shawls, called jamevars, are used to make the immense 
trowsers of the ladies 

The news of the Reform Bill having been thrown out 
by the British peers has caused considerable anxiety 
among the merchants at Calcutta. Several very large 
houses are already shaken. 

I quitted Delhi, in possession of a pound of green 
tea, a thing quite unprecedented in my stock of provi- 
sions I make use of it now and then as whim directs 
me, and I find it do me much good during this frightful 
heat I drink my tea cold, with very little sugar, and very 
strong My father would be quite alarmed if he were to 
see the colour, and would expect to find my nerves com- 
pletely shattered , for although I take it about half as 
strong as the English, I yet use more tea in one day 
than would suflice him for a month. This beverage 
prevents also that excessive thirst which I could other- 
wise only quench with an enormous quantity of sugar 
and water I wear neither stockings nor cravat, but 
wrap my face and head in linen wEen I go into the sun. 
Talking of tea, as I laughed at the Tibetans who throw 
away the water in which it has been boiled, and eat only 
the boiled leaves, I must not spare the Parisians, who 
throw away the first water poured into the teapot, which 
18 precisely the best. Forget forty years of prejudices, 
and try 

I shall not bnng you any Bhilsa tobacco, it may 
perhaps be very good, but as I have smoked scarcely 
anything in India but the usual mixture of tobacco with 
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moMt lagv dried nxnnt^ tod coDterrfl of ro^n, tobacco 
alone eren after iU fainct bare pa^ed tbroogb a bottle 
of water aeema to atroo^ and pang^t that I cannot 
xwe lU 

I told JOR that I had diratned my moocibee 1 
oeght to bare added the rratom lie wwi Tery mild 
Terj tnbmh^iTe and oren very panctoal hat be ap> 
peored to rery nnhappy at bein^ obbgrd to walk tome> 
timet to trot and ereo gallop on bortchtek that the 
tight of him mado me melancholy He wax a Sejd, or 
detcendant from the prophet Prvrloiuly to my arriral 
at Jaypore I had bceo nnder the necet^ity of tending 
away another attendant of high caite —a DmhmlD, 
according to bit own account. I am pretty tr«ll taUibed 
mth nay other terranU, hot their waget nriD me Fonr 
dayt hence I iball be at Iodoro» where I hare bopet of 
findmg letlen from Enrope My Utt are nine months 
old bat tbrongh the Eeglitb pepert 1 hare a little 
Frooch nrwt of the month of Norember and the Hngh 
Liodtay ktcamer which pbee between Dombey and Saex 
and u ibonly expected at the former place will bring 
na later newa. I know not bow matten will be nttled 
in England. The bne of demarcation between the nch 
and the poor U stiTl moro defined m that country than it 
wai In Franco forty yeare ago. The people who art 
ao wretched and to Ql naed, haro become brntallaed by 
tbe abnae of ardent apinta, and hare rank low In moral 
degradatioD If there U a rerolntiom it will be dreidfoL 

Mr Le Prendent of the War Committee beeomea 
more and more Inaolent towarda the Drrtiah at Canton 
Ford \\ Bentinck baa btely written him a letter per 
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fectlj to the purpose. It was necessary to make this 
Chinese functionary understand that he may be insolent 
once too often He took no notice of the warning-, and 
even peremptorily refused to receive the Captain in the 
British Navy, commissioned by Lord William to deliver 
his letter, which Mr Le would take only from the hands 
of a third person, and give an evasive answer also 
through the channel of another person of infenor rank 
This will end in a war, and it will not require much to 
crush Mr Le’s power. The insolence of these rascals is 
really inconceivable Their means of resistance amount 
to nothing, and they never speak of us but as the bar- 
barians of Europe This president talks of his infinite 
commiseration for us, poor httle creatures that we are * 
— nothing but atoms — mere dust I 

With the exception of the newspapers of Calcutta, 
scarcely anybody in this country thinks of the renewal 
of the Company’s charter, and it is probable that in 
England, amid so many great domestic interests which 
are now the subjects of parhamentary debate, it is not 
much more thought of than it is here 

Adieu! I have written at greater length than I 
intended when I began, but it was long since I had 
chatted -with you I am going to resume my occupa- 
tions, or rather to begin them Adieu, &c 

Mundlesir, on the borders of the Nerbuddah, April 24th 
I rested at Oogein, and I am doing the same here 
This IS the hottest place m all India, but I am perfectly 
recovered I shall be fortunate if I reach Bombay before 
the rains Overcharged as I am with business, I have 
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onl^ tune to fomrd eome letters which I find in mj 
portfolio, end which were begun on the road. Adieu 
mj dear Pofphjre 


TO »r DE TRACT PEER OP FRANCE. 

MwtMtnr oe tf Ott 

i» CfiUral jip^ SSU 1&32. 

Dear Sra, — Here I am returned within the tropics, 
among scenes far different from those of the Himalaja 
— in lets Tsned and teas beantlfah The prorincet 
which I hare trarersed since departure from Delhi 
are either occnpted hj the Dntish, or hare been Tinted 
bjrthemt and notmthitandmg anj moral ohsemtioas 
I maj hare made open their phTneal and natorsl hi»> 
tor^ thej DO longer poaess for a European trareller 
that inexproslble charm betongiag to a new conDtry 
which attracted me so powerfbUf to raj ressarches in 
the rallej of Cathmeer and the desert moTmtains of 
Tibet. My occnpstions in natnial history left me no 
leunre for other studies. I hare often regretted that 1 
possessed neither snffiaent time nor knowledge to make 
researches into the ongin of the difftrent nmtioni inha< 
biting India. They are most probahly all descended from 
the Mune branch of the human species hanng for 
centimes been sul^ected to the same arcumstances of 
climate and regimen the slight differences of orgsniis. 
tHiD which pertiaps it first distingnished theu original 
Tarietiea, hart disappeared, lo that it is impossible at 
present to dlscorer among these nations, characteristie 
features peculiar to any one of them It Is by a compa 
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nson of their domestic habits, their religions rites, 
and, above all, their languages, that we must endeavour 
to trace and unravel t*he mystery of their original migra-i 
tions and filiations jrhis task ought to be accomphshed 
by the British, who are permanently established in 
India Colonel Tod has lately attempted it with re- 
gard to the Rajpoots | and he was in a most favourable 
situation for these researches But if you have read 
some parts of his work upon Rajpootana, I presume you 
have scarcely found any other ground for anthropo- 
logical comparison than some forced etymologies' from 
the Latin and Sanscrit languages However, us I have 
already confessed to yUu, I am quite ignorant of the 
latter language, and only know as much of it as an 
Englishman who has not learnt Latm does of that 
language — that is to say, a' few isolated words , because 
the vulgar Indian tongue which I speak 'has borrowed 
its vocabulary partly from the Sanscrit, and partly from 
the Persian, the Aribic, and the Turkish, just in the 
same manner that the Latin haS given to the Enghsh 
language for the lastj eight centuries more than half of 
Its existing vocabul^y, which at first was exclusively 
Saxon and Gaehc I 


Notwithstanding my ignorance of the Sanscrit, I 
maintain that it possesses scarcely any other than a 
philological interest* There have been already too 
many translations frW this language without advantage 
either to science od to history, for us to expect any 
benefit from future translations 

It is the same thikg with regard to the Tibetan, of 
which a learned Huiigarian, M. Csoma de Koros, was 


preparing a dictionary and grammar in conjunction with 
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the Luoas of Kenimif wheo I risited thAt part of the 
UltmUj^ I then htd the hononr notmthfUndin^ mj 
novotlhmeM, to Inhabit ■ temple celebrated in Tibet 
for the UtcrarT* treaturea it contained. M do Konw 
often came thither v\th the lAcna Vnahop (I taj hiahqi 
becaoee the Tibetan pHeate hare the mttre and croxier 
like oar prelatea) He abowed me lerenl hundred 
Totamn, rodelj printed with wnodan t/pe*, in the great 
mooastenet of Chlnete Tartar^ One of thece workt 
which paaaed for the mo«t admirable of alh and which 
at Calcutta hu rectired the pompona appellation of 

Tibetan Encjclopedle,'’ consUted of no Its than a 
hundred and twenty rolome* At my re^oeat^ M 
Caoma tranahted for me the uUs of aertrai and the 
miHteon firat rolomea treat only of the attrlbotn of the 
Dirinily the firat of which ia bia tntemprtfitiuSnhljf 
which in my oplflIcm< may ob'^e the noemity of 
endsrotmn^ to dhcorer the otbera The remainder ia 
a medley of theology bod medicuie aatrology fabnlona 
legenda, end metaphjaiea Thla abominable traah baa 
not eren the ment of ongraibty It appoara, like moat 
of the Tibetan bonka, to be nothing bnt a tranilation or 
eotn|nlation from the Sanacrit made a bandred and fifty 
yeart ago, when the religiona peraecntioni by Anning 
Zeb canaed a great namber of Bmhnuna from Benarea 
to aeek refage m Tibet. 

5L Ceomo do korot, when I paaaed through Ranom 
had almoat completed hla philologiod laboora and ws 
prepaxmg to proceed to India, to carry thither their 
jtanlta, that it to ny bla Tibetan Pictionarr and 
Grammar I aaked him ifi m ofi’anog to the Orion 
tahxta the key to a new language, he did not think it 

YOU It X 
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advisable to present them witli some choice translations 
from Tibetan books, in order to g'lre them a foretaste 
of the literary pleasures, or sound knowledge which 
they might denve from Tibetan literature He rephed 
in the negative, and I considered that he was nght , 
for I fancy the titles of the principal works of the sacred 
library at Kanum, would be qmte sufficient to effect the 
radical cure of even the most dreaming German enthu- 
siast ivith regard to Tibetan i esearch The poor man 
has been at Calcutta for the last year, where, to his 
great mortification, he cannot find a single person who 
has the cunosity to learn the language of the Lamas. 
The Lord preserve us from the Tibetan language ' I 
feel qiute indignant at seeing this theological, cosmo- 
gonical and so-styled histoncal trash fill up the greatest 
part of the works which treat on India We adopt in 
Europe a completely false notion of the real intellectual 
habits of Indian nations We generally suppose them 
inchned to an ascetic and contemplative life , and, upon 
the faith of Pythagoras, we continue to look upon them 
as extremely occupied with the metamorphosis of their 
souls after death I assure you, Sir, that the metem- 
psychosis IS the last of their thoughts they plough, 
sow, and water their fields, reap and recommence the 
same round of labour , they work, eat, smoke, and 
sleep, without having either wish or leisure to attend 
to such idle nonsense, which would only make them 
more wretched, and the very name of which is un- 
known to the greater number among them 

It IS only on my return to France that I shall be able 
to discourse leisurely with you about this singular 
country If the same good fortune which has accom- 
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ae ti&ce tho cemmcoremcat of tnrrli doM 
not &n m« Wfon the md, I nhell enjoy thii plnsoro 
ID • cmiple of yem. My father kDI perhaps he a 
little dUpleared at tay not bnn^n^ him Lech aome 
Tery profoimd ayrletn of Indian iaottphy»lc» t hot I bare 
at pretent trpon the Gongea a boat which d(‘«cendf from 
Delhi to CaJcnttat laden with thinga moch room ml 
than the ** Real n*tencet t* tbeae am the arctnrea of the 
phytlcal and natoral hhloiy of the crrontnn I bare 
hitherto naiteiL And If tbe^ collectiona, which haro 
eott roe »o much laboar arrlre withrat acddeot at 
Paru, at I hare errry rraion to hope they wilh I ihall 
find on my retom, matter einragh for leir-congntDlation 
at hanng confined roy reacarchet to the ol^ecti of roy 
trederiahmg 

rarewtU, roy dear ^iri iny Utt letter* from Eorope 
are rery old and I ibortly expect fmh sew*. If my 
letter from Carhracer h not lott-'lf it hai readied yon 
and if on tmrlng at Bombay I find a few hne* from 
yon in reply need I lay how great my delight will he ? 
Once more adlen, my dear Sir behere that 1 ahall 
erer aeknowledge, with tho feehogi of a ion the polorrul 
afi'ection of nblch I bad the bappineu of rccemng lo 
many proofi from yon dnnng my yonth. 


TO 51 ronnmtE jacque5io\t Paris, 

Jiulaimi, Ufl U»k #/flr /*#•«>«* t tJU J5«raw 
Mwy lOa 1833. 

42 — t 40—, 4-1—, lometimea only 40 degree*, I 
centlgradea tneh my dear Porphyre U th* 
X 3 


mean 
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average state of the atmosphere in which I exist dunng 
the day, that is to say, the temperature of my tent 
Only a few months since, I was quite exhausted at 
a much lower temperature I then trusted I should 
get accustomed to it, and I was right, for I now 
find myself perfectly comfortable at 43 and 44 centi- 
grades What say you to that ? I should not like to 
see you here, I should prefer heanng that you had 
begun another promenade to Moscow A bulky and 
strong man like yourself would melt here like butter , 
in the course of a week nothing would remain of you 
but skin and bone Here is the tnumph of the mathe- 
matical axis — the straight hne hke myself, without any 
other dimensions but length 1 This dreadful heat is in 
every respect inconceivable ! When writing, I have no 
other covering than a thick white muslin turban to keep 
my head cool , and breeches, which, although the name 
IS not very compatible with delicacy, (in Enghsh, at 
least. It IS fnghtfuUy indecent,) I look upon as one of 
the most decent inventions which human wisdom ever 
thought of With regard to jacket, waistcoat, shirt, 
flannel waistcoat, shoes and stockings, the devil take 
them all , I make a bundle of the whole, upon which I 
seat myself, and in the course of an hour they are 
wrmgmg wet, as becomes the reservoir, or cistern of all 
the animal pores below the waist It is, nevertheless, 
most incredible that I feel myself as cool in mind, and 
as light (I was again going to say cool) in body as if, 
instead of having 43 centigrades, we had only 14 or 15 
It IS fortunate for me that the equihbnum of my 
fluids IS perfect, for if I were obhged to take you know 
what, at this hour of the day in my tent, the water, by 
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the gTAce of God— {I un the only one In India vbo In 
thu cate taja by the grace / erery ono else would tay 
by the wi/nficfuni of God)— b almoet at the boQiog 
point Now you know that anunal hetd b cocmderably 
lest the remedy would therefore be too hot Qttotf 
ml demontlrnndtait. 

1 breakfut upon milk and pUntaint, that fnut of all 
hot countnet, of which you hare heanh and which 
retomblet randd jatmme pomatum, made rery tweet I 
dine upon onloni fried In ghee, which u the repre 
•entatire of butter In India t a land of melted butter 
smelling at ttrong at a Torlc Idnnklnkewarmwaterwith 
Uut, and In the course of the day lemonade wann or hot, 
because ererythlng here b either uann or hot I bare 
become suffideatly Indian to Ulcs rancid hntter and on 
the first day of my amril at Ilayth the 18th of Febmuy 
16S7 I found the plantain a dshdont fruit, contrary 
to the opinion of many Europeans, who sre quite angry 
with any person ofenog them the first taste and after 
haring tasted it sty that a plantain U a rery onteemly 
jest played o€ upon an honest man. 

1 bare been these four days past lo the Bombay 
temtory the first post of which is the celebrated fortress 
of Attergbur I was sdmirahly welcomed by the com 
taindsnt, and moreorer found there a letter &om the 
Gorenor of Bombay infornung me that he had sent to 
all the dril and military officers etatloned upon the 
route I mtend to take towards fab capital the necessary 
orders toTiare sB my wants supphed. 

Whilft I am writing to yoa« one of my serrsnts U In 
my tent, looking for something I want out of my trunks 
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and to my utter confusion Las drawn out tLingB I hav6 
not ■ cast my eyes on for months past I mean my 
dresses of honour (khelats) of the Punjab and Cash- 
meer How the devil shall I make the people at the 
custom-house comprehend that these are my clothes, 
and that consequently 1 have a ng-ht to wear them. 

This IS a tolerably correct inventory of these things — 

Five pair of large Cashmeer shawls , eight odd Cash- 
meer shawls, large and small , five pieces of Chma silk 
and Multana silk shawls, with large gold borders , seven 
mushn turbans Nota bene A turban has by no means 
the look of a tuiban, when not in use , it is a piece of 
magnificent mushn, very liarrow, from forty to sixty feet 
long Two scarfs of black Cashmeer shawl, embroidered 
in silk and gold , seven or eight pieces of mushn, two 
pieces of gold brocade &c &c All these things are pro- 
hibited in France I should find it very difficult to sell 
them in this country for a very small part of their value, 
and I am particularly desirous of taking them to France, 
to give myself the pleasure of makmg presents during the 
remainder of my hfe I should hke to encase you, my 
dear fellow, in a beautiful and immense morning gown 
of Cashmeer shawl, well wadded, and I am persuaded 
you would find the luxury very great of indulging in 
such a garment 

As I am sentimentally inchned, I must teU you that I 
should like uncommonly to see you smoke the hookha of 
which my kind friend Fraser made me a present, because 
I am convinced you would find that this elegant httlo 
gift, which was manufactured at Delhi and given to me 
by the best friend I have made in India, would recal to 
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rfTQmlinmre Delhumjr frimd tm! tte Iljm*Ujm, 
«bfre 1 mft him for tbt fir»t tirof and t»J« • hott of 
»pm»Vle rfcolk<tlon^« 

I vni ntorn to 70a your b^aUfal and rxcclWnt 
pocket p*ftol» npoa wMth I hate tlept in rnj atrmage 
pUfCS and »bcTr aomctlmra Ibelr pwence noder 111): 
pillow— pillow I I wi b jou ronld lee wbal 1 call 
bp that oame^ba^ rnado me alccp with noro aectintp 
\on win End tbcin ncarlp tbe aame aa wbcD pon gare 
them to rati bnt if the atocka are a bltle Kratcbedf poa 
vUl not like tbera tbe le«« ,^-u not tbU tbe case 7 Ob t 
bow deUgbtfal will it be to find oonelrea together agaw 
after «o raaap pean of abtence and of aolitndo to rae 
\\'hil delight to dine all three or ralber all four of ni 
at OUT bttle rcrand table with ligbli 1 to cat aonp and 
drink French re<l wine and to n»o frnra Ublt onlp to go 
Into ponr room or rep fiitbera, leoTieg the othera to 
reek there pleainre oat of tba bonte and remaining m 
onn to relate onr raatnal adveotom donog onr repara> 
Iron! I bare dined alone and drank water for rack a 
length nf time t How pleasant to lire in a bonre after 
ao cnanp pears spent in tbe open air or under a light 
canrai tent admlUing tbe raiDt tbo vind^ and tbe barn 
ing SOD beaiDi I ^^*bat a loznrp to sleep upon a mat 
Ursa 1 A tear start* into rap epo a* I think of all tbeao 
enjopments If I recollect nght* rap dear brother the 
last time we embraced eaeb other wo shed no teara, and 
H was all tbe better that ww did not i but tbe next time 
we bare that bapplnrta, we will allow natnre to reaume 
her swap — >sba can then gire ns nothing bot enjoptnrnt 
And mp hither bow bappp ho wib ba’ — esreeally if 
we are all three nith him \Miat a toar I shall hare 
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made ! — London, Philadelphia, Haytu I have seen 
more of America than Frederic, ivho scarcely quitted 
New York during the two years he spent in the United 
States. The Niagara, a forest in the Brazil, a 'severe 
winter in the United States, the peak of Tenenffe, Mont 
Blanc, all the lakes of the Alps, the Mediterranean, the 
table mountain at the Cape of Africa, a hurricane at 
Bourbon, the Ganges at Benares, Delhi and the Great 
Mogul, the source of the Jumna, one of the sources of 
the Indus, the Lamas, the Chinese, — lastly, Cashmeer 
and the highest mountains in the world — all this have I 
beheld. Dunng so many years, a hfe so essentially 
diflerent, both in feehng and existence, to that I thought 
myuelf bom to, and to which I shall return after im- 
mense travels by sea and land , — the constant habit and 
complete knowledge of foreign languages I — Heavens I 
Poiphyre, when we are assembled in your httle apart- 
ment, how extraordinary will all this appear to me 1 I 
shall almost doubt my own identity. 

Listen to me, my dear brother I You are getting 
old, and, moreover, have remained too poor to think of 
matrimony, which, without some fortune, is but a sorry 
thmg. I, too, shall be none of the youngest when I 
leturn, and shall most probably be one of the poorest; 
the probabihties, therefore, are that we shall remain 
bachelors Well I we must do our best to live together, 
In our old age we will take our walks together, play our 
hit at backgammon together, and together we will now 
and then indulge ourselves in going to hear some good 
music It would be much better if one of us could find 
a nch and good wife, who would become the sister of 
the other. We shall see I After all, why should such 
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and looking at every tking that appears I need not 
tell you that no tiger has crossed my path It is cer- 
tainly ordained hy fate that I shall not see a tiger in 
India. Indeed, unless a man is seated upon a good ele- 
phant, the meeting is said to he dangerous, as is proved 
in the instance of the poor devil of a peasant carried off 
the other day from the rear of my caravan Finng at 
these brutes produces scarcely any effect , a tiger receives 
sometimes twenty halls before he dies, and when wounded 
he becomes furious. 

The '^^famou8 fortress of Asserghur lay on my road, 
and it was there I entered the Bombay territory Boor- 
hauupoore which you may discover a few leagues from 
thence on the banks of the Tapti, belongs to Scindia, 
the Mahratta sovereign of Gwahor At Adjuntah, I 
entered the dommions of the Nizam, and at the same 
time the immense bed of the Godavery On the 1 7th, 
I arrived at Aurungabad, the miserable remains of a 
great city, founded by Aurung Zeb. Here I was ex- 
pected by the commanding officer, a Colonel in the 
Bengal army, who commands a division of the Nizam’s 
troops The Nawaub of Hyderabad has also in his pay 
sixteen thousand British troops commanded by British 
officers This accounts for his existence as the sove- 
reign of a great state If he were thrown upon his own 
resources, and dependent on the incapacity and treason 
of his Mussulmaun and Hindoo officers, he would lose 
lus crown in a few years, and his monarchy would be 
divided into several hundred independent lordships, con- 
tinually exposed to the depredations of the Mahratta 
hordes 

My host. Colonel Seyer, is a man of great merit, in 
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hiA pnTiite, tJ bli profettioDtl clmmctcr He HteroHj' 
cmumed me with iniarcuttioa t u>d when 1 left bun he 
filled mj ba^ with books of the mo«t Ttloable deecnp- 
tioEu The 7 will remain there a lonp tune u I hare at 
present no leisure for reading Coming from Bengal, 
where I had known eo many people, I was almoet a 
brother officer to Ccdonel Seyer I was much less a 
strangar to him than a Bntah officer of the Bombay 
or Madras army wonld hare been, who might hare come 
to him at the came time I did for there is but httle 
friendship between the officers of the three preaidenciei 
who are jealous of eadi other seldom meet, and eren 
when they do, almost always aaoid each other 

At Anrungabad I hoped to have re ce iTed letten frecn 
you, but it appear! that for seTetal months no French 
•hip hu amred m India. Very few eren come from 
England at thu teatoo of the year but in a ihort tune 
the ararals wQl take place 

Lord Clare, Goremor of Bombay to whom I wrote a 
few lines from Indore, officially to inform hu lordship of 
my amral at his Freodency forwarding him at the tame 
tune a copy of my passports from Calontta, wrote to all 
the officen of his gorernmsnt, stationed on the route I 
intend to take, to appnse them of this great erentjUi order 
that they might make the neoenaiy prepaiations on 
the occasion. I thus found at Aurungabad letten from 
tbeae gentlemen offering me their houses, beerert, palan 
qoma, Ac. Ac. I immediately repbed to the Oorernor 
and to them, stating that 1 felt both orerwhelmed and 
flattered by their land hoepUalrty Colonel Seyer told 
me, when I took lemre of him, that he also had receired 
e^mdlr kmd instructioiis from the gorenunent of Bom 
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bay, and that no doubt Lord Clare nould invite mo to 
remain i\itli Inm during my stn} at tins place If I 
am to remain but a short time, the Governor’s polite- 
ness may prove vorj desimblc to me, but if 1 prolong 
m} stay, I shall look out for some kind of house 
■which does not admit too much rain, and take posses- 
sion of it like an absolute monarch, — for a traicllcr of 
my consequence ought to be at home But I have 
heard so much of the unhealthiness of Bombay during 
the season I intend spending there, that if I can derne 
equal advantage from remaining at I’oonah, I shall pro- 
bably take up my abode at this latter place, for three 
months, and become housekeeper for the first tiiue since 
my arrival in India — formj prett) bungalow atCnshmccr 
scnrcelj deserved the pompous name of house I think, 
moreover, that Poonah will offer great attractions as the 
head quarters of a naturalist. If it turns out so, all will 
bo for the best, because Bomba} is ver} unhealthy 
during the rainy season, and Poonah, on the contrary, 
cnjo}s a great reputation for salubnt} at that season of 
the }car 

^\ hen I have filled mj cases at Poonah, and the 
mins have ceased, I elinll go down to Bomba}, to ship 
tliein oft, before I proceed to the South I should like 
to be able nt that period to send }ou ni} Cnsbniecr 
wardrobe, with the animals, plants, and stones for the 
.fnrdin des Plintis, for besides that tin sc various mat- 
ters. fill two trunls, which in tmvcdling is excessivel} 
inc^inv enient, I am somi tunes nppndicnsivc of beintr 
robbed of tlo^tn. I own I should feel the loss most 
arutel},ns u would dijirivc me of tbf onlv opportunity 
I could have on in} return of making prett} pre-onts 
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irplrte mil* lota! charttHrr Aimn)pl*J foU with iti 
fomider wrordiDg to tha Oncntil cQ«!om. It tooulm 
a Mogul nunaolnm, much admired bj thofo who bare 
fffa oalj’ the South of ladat hat after Lahotr Agrtf 
Delhi, and the anperh tnoMjnrt of Shah Jehan, Akhar 
and Jehangtrr the mint of Anniogahad are farcelf 
worth notlre 

The mott reatarkahle thioga that lantrand the to«7) 
arc the magnificent loUmanrao potugca dag in the 
tnonntaine, which extend from thence to lhi« place 
where the omt ccleVrated are The ceocIattoD to which 
all wnten on thii anl^ect hare come h that no one can 
tell when, \sj whom or for what pnrpoie theae exen- 
ratioof were made The Hindoo* claim them a* their 
work, aucrtlog the}* were executed tj one of their 
namenrai dinoitie*. There are no k&ger anjr Bodd* 
hiiti to dirpnte thU claim t hat Chrittians perfectljr 
diilfltererted in the ducenion, decide the qaettioa in 
iaronr of the Hoddhlita. Me heliere in Indbt that 
Dttddha fonnerl/ reigned in the North hi* power ex 
tending ereo bejond the Indian Cancan*. Near Cabnl 
there are care* and HoU enppoaed to bear aome rmm 
blance to tho*e of Ce/Ion and Ellora \ hnl althongh for 
the lart fifty year* toreral Foropean* who hare actjolrtd 
a perfect knowledge of the Sarucrit, hare read many 
Tolnme* on the nl^ect, it ha^ not yet been a*cer 
tamed at what period Bramah enpeneded Dnddha, in 
the Eaxt. 

The other day 1 reod* at Anrnngihad a rerlew by 
the learned and iDgeokma Mr Milaan, of the tranala 
tioru bom the Tibetan of my friend of Kannm, M 
Caoma de KXroa. The*o tranaUtiom bare a wonder 



318 A JOURNEY IN INDIA, TIBET, 

fully soponfic effect — ^tliere are about twenty chapters 
upon the kind of shoes that Lamas ought to wear. 
Among other absurdities, in which these books abound, 
priests are forbidden to help themselves in passing the 
ford of a rapid river, hy holding the tail of a cow 
There is no lack of profound dissertations upon the pro- 
perties of the flesh of gnflBns, dragons, and unicorns, and 
upon the admirable virtues of the horn of the winged 
horse To judge of this nation by what I have seen of 
them, and by what the translations of M. Csoma dis- 
close, one would suppose them a nation of madmen or 
idiots 

Yesterday I visited the famous fortress of Dawlata- 
bad Both Hmdoos and Mussulmauns attribute the 
building of it to some unknown divimty. For my 
part, I know not what to think of it. 

This morning I encamped here hy moonhght. I 
passed near the tomb of Aurung Zeb, a very wicked 
man, but a tolerably good king He made roads and 
canals instead of building palaces There is the same 
difference between him and his father Shah Jehan, as 
between Loms XI, and Francis I, or Louis XIV Baber 
18 the Henry IV. of this family of Tamerlane. 

As I was carelessly nding on, without much regard 
to the essential conditions of my eqmhbnum, I was 
twice on the point of being thrown, by my horse start- 
ing at the sight of two hyenas which passed very qmetly 
under his nose I fired at the second, this did not 
induce it to accelerate its pace in the least, but made 
my frightened horse start worse than ever. I am too 
bad a horseman, and ride with too great a disregard to 
the classical rules of horsemanship to have many falls 
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I toineUmcs totter isd Uiat u ill This reminds me 
of the littlo qomels I used to here with tbst excellent 
Midsme ^Iicoar hecxnse In replf to her fears at the 
danger of ttaTcIllng 1 used cooHj to replj Nohodj 
kills himsolf.'' 

When 1 was In Frorence and sometimes also in the 
motmtains of Atxrergne arhere it » yery hot in the 
month of Jolj Janbert used to bo angTy with me 
bocanse I iometimes said ' It is pleosant to be in the 
fnn " If he were with me here, I ihonld not be able 
in spite of the 105 degrees of hent^ to say otherwise, — 
for I bare at Uit fotmd out that 105 or 107 degrees of 
heat are ytrj agreeable. I ahonld dnre him mad by 
this mrolantsry dlscorery 

This reminds me of the letters yon used to wnte to 
me when 1 wu at G rmoblo or Genera, ud of tho evrions 
partietikrs of the preenntiooa which yonr affection for 
me led yon to recommend. \ on haro mice that penod 
been conrerted to my beliet or rather to my incredubty 
Altboogh we are badly onoogh constitated aince onr 
marine is to often ont of order and at last stops alt 0 > 
gether, still we are not made of glass thank God I Let 
ns then take care, great care of this outward case of 
oori, which resembles a riolm without which our soul 
would be but a useless bow Do yon aroid cold and 
damp, whilst 1 battle here against the contrary dements. 
I meant to hare wntteo to you only half a page, and I 
hare acrawled orer two poges. 

Adieu, then until my amral at Poonob unlesaltake 
a fisney to pay you another nsit. There are few fuides 
ID which 1 am indulge in these deserts, and I seldom 
£dl to gratify myself when they do occur 
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TO MADEMOISELLE ZOE NOIZET DE SAINT PAUL, 

AURAS 

Camp near Ellora, tn the Deccan, Map 24th 1832 
As you tave no opportunity at Arras of gaming any 
information about Asia, perhaps, my sweet friend, you 
are even ignorant of the name of this place of wonders 
Formerly in Europe we had the plague, from time to 
time , now we have the cholera morbus. In hke manner 
in India, where, for several hundreds or several thou- 
sands of years, Brahminism has been the endemic malady 
of the mind. Buddhism formerly made the same ravages 
upon the common sense of the poor Indians EUora, 
now a wretched village, was undoubtedly at that penod 
a flounshing city, and the head-quarters of the mad- 
men, fools, and scoundrels, who hved upon the stupid 
credulity of the nations of southern Asia All the 
mountains towards the East are hollowed out into 
spacious halls, gaUenes, and subterraneous palaces of 
colossal structure, some of exquisite workmanship I 
have a large volume in 4to, several in 8vo, and a great 
number of manuscript notices, purporting to inform me 
by whom these immense works were executed, how long 
ago, and for what purpose, hut after perusing aU, I 
know no more about these wonders than the poor Brah- 
mins who do the honours of them, and do not fail to 
attnbute the merit of their construction to some of the 
fifty thousand divinities they worship 

This morning I discovered one of these subterraneous 
temples, of a form entirely different from that of all the 
others, it being a Gothic church in miniature. Nothing 
is wanting . the nave, the choir, and that kmd of gallery 
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vb>cb contaiDt the orgtn In otir diordiH-i’-AU it there. 
Bnfldlnf the pjrarald^ of Egypt hat » tnfle compered 
to the Uboor «luch no*t heir been re^johred for exes 
ratlog Ume paUcet ukI ietnplet oat of the tobd rock. 
The efl’ect U mort extreordiuiy bat the idol* elnyt 
pat mo » little ont of temper t — they pre the Wee of 
bed rcetoQiDg end the ceree of EOoni are peopled with 
them An Engluh artJeti mom than twenty yean ago, 
made aomo betatifal dniriogt of theae utonuhlBg 
mioa*, which were engntred in Loodon. I hopo one 
day to explain them to yon In Peril. 

Ctmoiiliea here are moat abnodant The day before 
yeaterday I are* eacatnpod under the celebrated fort of 
DawlnUbod which pUyt ao can*p\cuona a part m the 
hhtory of modem India. I am well pomaded that tbo 
engineer who built it knew Im than oar nncle Saint 
Panl doee In btt httle 6Qgert bat Dawlnlabad baa a 
fioor aapeet than LUW and eren ^Ion>, where all tbe 
diacorenea of Camot hare been pot In practice George 
and Porphyre, and alf tbeir brethren wboleaale alayert 
of men, would waste their powder and abot here. 
One of onr countrymen, howerer M de Doaay who, 
about fifty yeara ago, waa a pemonage of Importance m 
India, took thia impregnable forlreaa not with artU 
lery indeed, which woold baro mndo no Imprettioa 
but with the aid of that irretiitHile aigument which 
made Bazile yield to the not Tery proper wbicnt of 
Count Almanra. 

Tomoirow I am going to Tiiit the tomb of Auning 
Zeb, a moat abominable man, and yet a tolerably good 

Tb« trOtt bm U b Ur DanklU njt — Ta. 


VOL. II 
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King- for this country He was, moreover, the last ol 
his race who deserved the name of man Since I crossed 
the nver Nerhuddah, the heat has become very intense . 
105, 107, and 110 degrees from ten o’clock to half-past 
three or four in the afternoon. In the valley of the 
Nerhuddah, the night was almost as hot as the day. 
The heat of the soil stings the face and eyes in the 
same manner that the flame from burning straw would 
do, if placed close to one I have accustomed myself to 
it, because the French resemble dogs in this respect, 
and can habituate themselYes to heat better than any 
other ammal , and now that npon the elevated plain of 
the Deccan, there are only from 100 to 1 05 degrees, I 
find the nights almost cold Every body else at Auran- 
gabad, where I spent the last few days, were under 
process of suffocation, and cursing their existence , but 
these were Bntish, who drank one or two bottles of 
wine every day, and ate one or two pounds of animal 
food 

The rains will shortly appear, and as much will fall 
in six weeks as usually falls in three years and a half at 
Arras This wiU put the sun’s rays to rights. I hope to 
arrive at Poonah before the wet season sets in 

Since this hour yesterday, I have written the tnfling 
number of sixty-seven pages, in which I have extracted 
from several manuscnpt papers, in Enghsh, of great in- 
terest, and my hand is quite stiff — indeed it would require 
less to make it so • — I shall therefore leave off for the day 
Besides, without being unwell, I have not been quite 
nght for the last two days I sleep but little, and have 
no appetite , and it is anything but enhvening to have a 
soul pent up in a suffenng body. I take leave of you. 
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thwcforc yoo will forgiro m« for not luTinp 

doao lo bEfore for nothm|' it to tirr^omo n a duq 
orercome with wwitwu of mind. And T*hftl am I new 
pmng to do?— throw tnytElf npon iny bod and eodearonr 
to ilcop. A nno It behind me fimnlog me. I hear yon 
exclaim, ** what luxury what maj^n^ficence 1"— to which 
I reply that the thennometrr it at 103 and I thould 
liVe to tee tho*e exposed to it, who tax me with luxury 
Good night, then ^though It U but noon>day I 


TO M JACQUEMOVT TllE ELDEIl, 

PmmA 

Mr OCA* Fatheb —I amred yetterday In tbit 
town, the capital of the ^fah^attat, when Mahrattas 
exuted otherwise than merely m name ami fom. Lord 
lUitmga, In 1606 exerated an art of justice upon thU 
natlou lU Uft chief the Pel bwa Iiaeing repaid with 
fngbtful treachery the bcneBta conferred by the Britiih 
gorenuneut whoto alliance be had himself TolonUmlj 
sought. It If Dow one of the itrougest military itatiou 
of the Dritisb Id the Penloaula. 

I am now on the eastern aide of the Ghauts, and from 
the distance to the aeo of Coromandel and the proximity 
of the sources of the Kistuah and the Godasery you 
will be able to judge of the eleratiou of thu country 
aboTB the lerel of the sea. It u not leM than six bun 
dred metres, sufficient to prodoce a Tory lenuMe diS'er 
ence lU the temperature, which ii much milder here 
than at Bombay The ralna, which wQl rery shortly 
fill, are neither so riolent nor of to long a duration as 
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at Bombay, and on the Malabar coast They tell me 
that these rams will keep me a prisoner at home dnnng 
whole months. I shall therefore very probably pitch 
my tent here during the rainy season, or perhaps hire a 
house, which I shall make my head quarters for three 
months, and avail myself of the intervals of fine weather 
to make my researches in the neighbourhood The 
situation of Poonah appears to me favourable for pur- 
suits m natural history Everything, therefore, turns 
out for the best. 

I found here, on my arrival yesterday, a great num- 
ber of letters from all parts of India, and even from the 
Punjab A few days ago I received one from China, 
which I send to you, because it iviU give you better in- 
formation than the Chinese politicians who wnte in our 
newspapers, concerning the present quarrel between the 
Company and the Viceroy of Canton Mr Inghs, from 
whom it comes, is the kind and amiable man with whom 
I formed an acquaintance two years ago m Kanawer, aBd 
whom I certainly mentioned to you in my letters He 
IS a very nch merchant of Canton, destined to take a 
share in the government or controul of Indian affairs in 
London, either as a member of the Court of Directors 
of the Company, or in Parhament Let Zoe translate 
his letter for you, if you cannot decipher Enghsh 
WTitten in so bad a hand 

The most delightful part of the treat which awaited 
me here, was your letter of October 1831, No. 31, 
w'litten at different times, together with those of Por- 
phjTe, Fredenc, the contribution by Zo6 and Adelaide, 
and a very long and friendly epistle from M de Mirbel. 
I have as usual kept you for the dessert, and having 
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r«d yonr kltfr om tgmin In Ixid 1 fell uleep opoo ii^ 
Id the bett of tctnpen and In (he beppiett manner 
poiuTjIo 

^onr oamhm SO and 30 aro not jet come Imt the 
eucntial U thi« 01 When yon wrote It, yon knew of 
my amral at Lahore and yon conflode aa yon are 
jniufied In dwng from theae fortnnate beginning* that 
I thall knag my present nndcftalnng to a dene m a 
manner no lets aatlsfactory than I did my expedition 
beyond the Salledgo. TUI* I* good l<^c» and I shall 
not belie yonr erpectatloo*. \onr letter delighted me 
by Its gaiety whKh I take to be the surest ngn of good 
health My acconnts from Lahore will not hare ditni 
nlihed yonr fnendibip for the King of that country 
'\oaaskme what hit aona are doing? He baa only 
one of bu own named Cvmk Sing a man of thirty 
(flnsjeet it aboat fifty two) without taJeaU, without 
beiog in any manner dfstingnishod and, in my opinion, 
without any diance of ancccedbg to the entiro power 
of hU father Dot this man so distmstfol thn Machi 
arelian sorerelgn, is a good, forbeanog kind of husband 
and whenerer he absented faunself a few months from 
his capital and harem, conUnnally engaged u he was in 
distant expedjtioas, Ua family molupUed in a most 
extraordinary manner AU bb wire* (he has about a 
dozen) were brought to bed one ailcr the other all 
giring him boys, and fine ones too, and seldom lets than 
two at a time. Ilonjeet Sing either thought himself, or 
pretended to think lumsel^ the &thef of tome of these 
chfldren, and has brought up one of them to ei^uy great 
honoura. TTut is Prince Sheer Sing Notwithstanding 
Ins high-sounding name (literally Lton rigsr), Sheer 
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Sing- is a very good young man He very naturally 
execrates Curruk Sing, and will wage war against him 
as soon as Runjeet dies I wish him good success. He 
IB extremely brave, and, for a Sikh, not without human- 
ity ; hut he possesses no talent. I met him at the 
palace, at the festival of the Unloosed, and conversed an 
hour with him He knew me perfectly well as the 
friend of Allard, and the Plato of the age , he -Was there- 
fore extremely civil to me Runjeet cares no more 
for his legitimate eldest son, than for the equivocal 
younger one His principles in pohtics are — “ After 
me comes the deluge ’ You can form no idea of family 
ties in the East, especially among the higher classes I 
will explain them to you some evening by your fireside 
How different is this world to ours I 

You ask me if Runjeet allowed me to continue my 
j'oumey upon the humble and modest pony which had 
brought me from Calcutta to Lahore ? Yes, until the 
festival of the Unloosed took place. On the evening of 
the festival, his minister, Fakheer Ezis el Din, came to 
the camp of the British Envoy, whom I had joined, with 
the Maharajah’s compliments, and a horse a-piece, which 
he sent us as presents They were superbly caparisoned, 
but -VICIOUS beasts Wade, by the rules of the service, 
could accept no present from the King he therefore 
had his horse registered to the cieditoi the Honourable 
Company, to whotn' I also abandoned mine Each horse 
might be worth thirty francs, and the saddle three thou- 
sand. They were both sold at Loodheeana, or at Delhi, 
for the benefit of the Company I thought that this piece 
of liberality from a poor devil hke myself, would come 
with a good giace, and so 'it was considered The ex- 
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treme ectmom/ wbicli I exerdM towards loTseU^ illow«d 
m®, when sn crppoTtumty oararred, to throw mj monej 
away npon UnnjMts attoodants. In abort I mun 
tamed in the beat manner 1 was able, mj character of 
Aflatonne el Zeman. 

Yon. rapTOach me with not hanng admitted jon tnS 
aently into the mterlor of mj palace at Lahore. The 
French officers breakfuted, and often dmed, at mj 
house I had therafore in my latchen a coD|;TeM of 
Indian, Georgian Perman, Armenian* Cashmeemn and 
Pxn^abee cooks, belanging to thase gentlemen thoee of 
ADtrd bringing op the reor Their muten wtmld 
amre at eight o clock in the morning go a few moments 
to the King and then retnm. \Vhen they were all 
lEKemhled, I gare orders for semng np, axwl did the 
hononn of the table in French, English, Itahuf TTln 
dostanea, and bad Peman. In the afternoon 1 freijnently 
went to the royal residence, and paid the Sng a rery 
long -nut thence I proceeded to Allard's, a conple of 
leagoes from the roywl tents. The land hearted General 
was fondly thinking of France, and could nerer hare 
enoogh of my company In the erening we mounted 
bis elephant, and went to tee the Qty and the cnnod 
ties of Its ennrons or sometimes hii friend, M.Ventnra, 
was my acerone. ^Vhen 1 remained to dine with them 
they would not allow me to return to my garden by 
night, for fear of the Akhalis, who eren in the day>time 
are T«ry trouhleaomc, and much wojse at night. At 
day break I galloped home well escorted, and was tome* 
times inmlted notwithstanding Ihe Akbaha do not 
oreo spare Raojeet himselL Sensible people treat them 
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like dogs, thinking it the wisest plan to say nothing so 
long as they content themselves -Mitli harking 

I tnist that the manner I served you from Cashmeer 
was according to your insh The beginning was rather 
sorry, but schoolboys vho begin with Tacitus and Ho- 
race, find all other books easy afterwards The same 
thing happened to me , — after my difficult and rather 
ticklish affair with Neal Sing, I got through some 
other difficult passages with tolerable ease. You guessed 
right in supposing that M. Allard would remain one of 
my regular correspondents dunng the remainder of my 
stay m India, but you did not anticipate that Runjeet 
would also be on the list I am, however, about to in- 
voke the Muses, and to compose for this King, who is a 
very good sort of man, but very eccentric and a httle 
fiighty, a mixture secundum ai tern , a flattenng elixir 
of roses, jasmine, hyacinths, tulips, musk, ambergris, 
eternal life, glory, fortune, renown, and so forth, which 
w’lll please him exceedingly, and I shall conclude pa- 
thetically wath Waugh Goooo Kd fotteh ' — Glory to 
the great Gooroo, Govind Sing I — which wiU complete 
the satisfaction of my eccentric friend. The Biitish 
have so exclusive a respect for the Chnstian Olympus, 
that they become almost rude tow’ards every other 
Olympus , they “ my lord” the Enghsh bishops, but do 
not pay the same compliment to ours, nor to the samts 
of Mahomet’s calendar To Mussulmauns I never say 
Mahomet, Ah, Omar, Houssaine, but my loi d Mtihomeh 
his excellency Alt, his highness Iloussaine, and the holy 
Mecca, instead of simply iJfecca This attention, which 
costs me but httle, wins people’s hearts As for the 
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llioW* cnf nnt knmr b«« lo t»V» ihrm; itc 
KtmiilM* Idtp ht» ttli r yti tlan dr*p- Tbe 
SLtu, wto liV^ Uv^ UutT fsrt* rrry htU* re* 

iifioB mt ruinftt le**! • (rrrtt for tbe tnetnorj 

of itwr (HV’Tort or ( otinj •'jnp lfjtrafirr»l 

• diijr t%rkirp tt »rvl tirntrinep ft rmr ytm prl hlph 
la ttnr fjtoar t »liol *1 *ef rfftl of tlie*e jywf an! 
ta»l» IB ibe ) onjiV, l« |!ir prrftl of tfeeloap 

Kafdi of my ewofu Tti Util |Br« ef mjrlty (rt 
ptJy itoAtl itot) «d UiaH for tat ft prwl iTpttuUt*o 

of liQiaftBitr 

Hoi I hire ftlrrnJy ttid w> tnath ft 1 <oot tht Panjih 
ihil I bm* ror-flo'*e ihe toljirl. 

The tholm fnphJfil nmpn it Minr In 

dorr and In !br imitory of ibroogh »b*cb I 

l»tr]y It rsptil «itb Tinleart it AbmeJBBfbBr 

»bra 1 in* tbrre i frw day* i-a, Iboapb it trawly 
fttUchrd lay Imt lodum. 1^«7 uy tbit niter dnaber* 
ftir more luLI to ntrb It than mbm t I tbiH tbrre* 
fore mi* • little nmenrth Toy mlrr Ile^idn I im 
tayylirj mtb rrttjedn^ mdy prry m rO wbkb nhen 
idmimiterrd it the bepumlop of the fttUrk ire »o 
rfEradooi tbil I ipprebead rery bltle dinger from 
tbli ditn*p 

UTul M Mirbel wrote to me ibont the derottil, 
feiJoai lolemt «buh Jiabert l*l<e» Jo my coneem* 
affected an eaUrtnely AUbemgb it it ^le Tutnnl 
for bbn to do lo, I Mt ft dnire to write to him apon the 
lai^ect and my letter I* iacloied, 

Sereril brtneb reitrlt are expected tl roodlcbcry 
and CilmlUt lome of ibera motl bare left Franco aget 
■go I irmt that tbne ilngglcm will hnag me year 
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numbers 29 and 30 Part of M Mirbel’s paper must 
be in these packets 

The government of India is at present occupied in 
sending into Transoxiana a young officer of the Bombay 
army, named Burnes, by whom last year they had the 
Lower Indus sounded, in order to ascertain how far it is 
navigable Mr Burnes arnved at Lahore last summer 
by the Indus and the Ravee whilst I w'as at Cashmeer, 
and having an official political capacity, carried to the 
Maharajah presents from the “ Padishah of London,” 
as the King of Great Britain is styled here His Eng- 
lish horses and carriage, destined for Runjeet, were in 
my opinion the pretence only of his journey, under- 
taken to make these soundings He has just, with 
Runjeet's permission, crossed the Punjab from Lood- 
heeana to Attock. We know that he is now on the 
right bank of the forbidden nver, and is continuing his 
journey to Peshawer or Cabul, whence he intends to 
cross the Hmdoo-Coosh, and visit the basin of the Sea 
of Aral, and the eastern shores of the Caspian. I do 
not know the precise object of his journey, and even 
doubt if he have any He has chosen for his travelling 
companion the physician of the corps commanded by 
Kennedy at Subhatoo Now', the people of Subhatoo 
know me perfectly well, and I found here a long- epistle 
from the above-named Dr Gerard, dated from the 
hanks of the Indus The poor devil already talks of 
the martyrdom which awaits him The fact is, that 
unless they travel as beggars, which is not a very com- 
modious manner for making observations, they run great 
nsk of being robbed, and, if they 'make resistance, of 
being murdered 
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TO >! ^DEJIOI^tLLE tOF VOirCT OF BUST FAUL, 
AKILKS 

i* tit JnK 7(]k IM 

Mr *wccT Cooiix,— On mf krtirt) here j-ftlerdij* 

1 fotmJ of I Lnow nol irhtt ditr tnd yonr 

lett^ of ifae lOtb of OctoWr both valtiog for mr \ oor 
note wntten In « rrry low-^pIrited mood at i ( there 
were no pcHfUrilitj of renmnin]^ alire in Nr|«al. I!ow 
caa joOt the diopter and titter of a toldier glre waj 
to mch chiHMh fearv? Mliat it there to dreadful In 
Nepaol? 1 abandoned injr Inlmtion of ntlliQg It for 
other reatont than thcM which nude ^roo fear that the 
joemey wat nntafe for me i It wat became I ihcmld 
hire been almoat costtantlf a pritooer whieb, for a 
tnreller of enjr aortt U d^in^ bj Uicbea. ^on bare 
bowerer made amend# In jonr letter of the lOth of 
October, by Ueghlng- a little at the feart yon enter 
tamed a few monlht before U ben yon wrote to me 
the l»l Umo yon had aeen my firrt letter from Lahore. 

on call tnQ t lucky Jftlotc and yonr mother calli me 
an in^nKfmf foc^e Amen I Thera It tome trntb in 
both compliment#, thoogh after all mr impndenco U 
mere in^oaontneft. 1 #1111 miit one of yonr letter# 
and two of my father •* they arfll arriTo together one 
of tbwe day# when ibey arc a year old I abaJl then 
expect yonr cntidim upon my CunotM jjwccA at Delhi 
It U really a eery ttapld one and rery itnpldly prinied- 
One of the toast# In fashion at that time In India was 
“Franco and England against the world I " end when 
the dinner gneat# were half teu orer, they added, for 
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their neighholirs, “ And by God we will give them a 
good licking,” or, what is still more energetic, “ a d — d 
good licking I ” To a species of quaker like myself, 
this hostility against the human species appeared in bad 
taste, and put me out of humour , and when at Delhi I 
said, “ France and England for the world,” I was in a 
minority in my opposition to that great ninny the 
public. If I had to do this over again, I would not wnte 
an extempore speech before hand, but, hke the others, 
indulge myself in bumpers of Madeira or Port before I 
began 

It IS evident to me, from the few lines of English 
you have found means to insert in your letter, without 
introducing your enemy i/o«, that you are as well versed 
m that language as I am There is not a single expres- 
sion of yours with which I have any fault to find 

It IS really a most extraordinary thing, that six or 
seven years should be necessary to acqmre an indifferent 
knowledge of the old language which has supphed ours 
with almost aU its roots Latm is a mere tnfle to a 
Frenchman , it is still easier to an Itahan or a Spamard, 
and especially so to a Portuguese The Oriental lan- 
guages are quite different. I know but a dozen words 
which are the same in Sanscrit, Persian or Arabic, Greek 
and Latin, and the modern European languages derived 
from them Nao, in Sanscrit, means boat so it does 
in ancient Persian name, in Latin, in Greek nearly 
the same, naiis , naval, nautical, with us, and very few 
et-ceteras 

The whole vocabulary of these eastern languages is 
to be learnt This is really a great labour I wish I 
had leisure sufficient to learn Persian, in order some 
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dar to T^ndirate tbo traUt and abow tbe Pamuna bow 
pnmlo tbe litentarr ef Prr»ia ii. Pnt I bnow ja«t 
rDoqgh of it to bare a ngbt to as opision of mj own 
nitliont impoiIofT it spon otben. 

Poosab U a prrat nty on tb# eastern •We of tbe 
Gbaoti of Pombaj in Id* 30'of UtitsJe north. Thosgb 
rety bot« it ii coolrr than Rornboj' beeawe »t it two 
tbosund feet ahore tbe lerel of tbe aea. In con^ 
qsfnre tberefore of ibh cororaratlre codow, tb# pood 
people of Romlraj come hither to ipend tbe raiBy lea cm 
(tbe •ammer) For tbe Rune m«on 1 iball remain here 
three months. It costa me tbe tslle of two hundred 
and eixty francs per month for an oply larpe thatched 
honte the Ofllf one racant. 1 am tboa ahrllercd from 
the ram, and go tm working rery hard. 

Tbe Gorenior of Bombay n a great Fmghih lord. 
He IS tno«t attestlrely polite to me and abuwa roe erery 
kmd of fiTosr I aent yetterdaf to bta country houio 
to pay him my firrt naiL 1 bar# rrfoaed the ecooo. 
mKal bat ineonrenient honour of being tbe gurat of 
Lord Clare who wished much to keep me with brra 

^Iy IitUe dunbing bone of tbe lliaalapi i« a great 
conosily here. My itate charger with lua Mogul 
nddlo of brocade and bndle of black relret emboiaod 
with gold and nlrer tf not leta to In ihort in erery 
thing about me at in mytclf there h a certain appear 
anco of ■trangmrsa, abkh i# a toarce of great attraction 
to tbete people Their ignorance relatlre to tbe things 
of Bengal and Ilindottan b extrome. I relato many 
particulara to those abo deterre it; bat do not think 
that I nuke rnytelf cheap— Z am not auch a tool, Bed 
partridg« are etteemed in our country In proportion to 
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their scarcity, and I make myself rather scarce here. 
Your mother would call me not only an impudent 
fellow, hut the prince of boasters to hoot. What can I 
say ? — it must he so You taxed me with being' insipid 
in English With you I may have been insipid, but as 
I am an “ impudent rogue,” I will add, that this with 
me IS an exception To all my English friends, or to 
the English with whom I have to treat only of matters 
of busmess, I prefer writing in English, because in the 
opinion of the former I am humow) ous in the extreme, 
(box the impudent fellow’s ears I) and in that of the 
latter I have the necessary stately pohteness which it 
would not he proper to lose sight of I must also tell 
you, that my fnends are men, all bachelors, and that 
■with them I care not, sometimes, about being a little 
unciiol, in order to be a little more humoM otis. Enghsh 
women are most extraordinary beings The most 
impassioned among them, — she who would desert 
husband, children, and character, to run after another 
man, — would, even with that very man, show a reserve 
perfectly incompatible with our French notions of 
intimacy, which in my mind are the sweetest forms of 
fnendship There is a barrier of ice betwixt an Enghsh- 
woman and myself, which the most ardent passion on 
my part could never succeed in entirely melting It 
might make some little holes, but I should never have 
entire possession Let it be well understood, that when 
I say me, 1 mean any man from France and even from 
England, and not precisely Victor Jacquemont 

The life of an Englishwoman is like a part in a play 
— she ias been instructed in it from her cradle by her 
mother or her nurse. The il cle corps of caste is 
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lhB« wilh bfr tad In America, WTaralM 

bfT rttirelf from the other rex ien*illj Intellectwllj’, 
and lociaUr Head an nogli b beoV in tvo roiomr*, 
mulled, Dnmertic ^fanner« of the Atnencans" bj 
Trollope Dot 1 «ni tell poo mere aLoot thu 
tome daj 


TO M J^cQU^Jlos■TTn^ ru>EB, ?\nit 
rpc**A July 7lX 1?31. 

otAn PATnea — AH yoarlfttm bare at leapth 
unred. 1 bare now after pour nombtr 31 which 
reached me on the Cth of done U^t rrenred poor 
number 312 which came the dap lefcrfu pe«lerdap, and 
pe^terdap I pot noober 29 which ha« been twelru 
moatht on Ui wap on board a *bip railed the Dtlifrmt 
It I* dUaprerable not to reenre the^c leltert la the aamo 
order in wluch tbep leare France. Nnmbcr 30 U itiQ 
wandering orerlhe world. 

I bare alto receired Baron Ilomboldti Memolra ; 
M Cordier had the kindneaa, at Chandernigore to 
diride them into pactela, which the poit-office will talco 
charge oft "^onr nnrober 29 closed Angnat llth waa 
in replp to nap lettera from Kumal of Febnurp 1801 
It la 10 old and 1 hare written to pon ao often amco 
that time that it acarcelp reijolrea anp anawrr >00 
howerer asV me wbelber tho dpaenterp which 1 told 
pon wat maldng anch raragea at Delhi wna not the 
cholera. Bp no meanat it waa dmptp dpaenterp aa I 
itated; had it been cholera} 1 ihould hare said 10 It 
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IS only BIX and thirty honrs ago, that I first saw a case of 
this latter disease, which is raging here at present One 
of my servants was attacked last night. I am as well 
acquainted with this horrible complaint, as a man can 
he who has not observed it himself, but has obtained a 
great deal of information about it From the very first 
moment, I recognised it with unerring certainty • the 
symptoms are such that they cannot be mistaken. They 
aremoreover very numerous Thestate of thepulse would 
indicate the disease, or the skin of the hands or soles of 
the feet, the temperature of the body, the langmd circu- 
lation, the appearance of the eyes and face, or the 
character and nature of the evacuations 

I have attended my poor servant in the best manner 
I could, and after six and thirty hours of illness he is 
still alive, which is a great deal, — but I doubt if he gets 
over this day or even this morning He is a Hindoo, 
the best of my attendants, and almost the longest in 
my service. The others, Hindoos or Mohammedans, 
constantly watch him, and keep up an appearance of 
confidence when near him, endeavouring to cheer him 
by telling him stories which he cannot understand 
They afterwards retire to the garden, roll themselves 
upon the ground, and weep bitterly My sitdar, or 
steward, who belongs to the same caste as the sick man, ^ 
and was his companion from the nature of the services 
in which both were employed, and who is by far 
the most active, sensible, and manly among this band 
of full-grown children, has this instant in my chamber 
given way to a most violent paroxysm of despair. 

I hope you are not a contagionist , for I continually 
go into the sick man’s room, and even touch him, and 
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then rtttim to roj’ vnUng^ Tbti frigttfal diwoM H 
not conttgiotrt, at Ifttitm lado. There « no diffenmce 
of opinjoQ in tbn r»«pect wnoog either Earopcia or 
lodmi phjtiaant and at the nnmertrat acconote of 
cholera in Rostra and Engtand aliich I hare Uteljread 
deacribe it at being of cxacU/ the tame character at Jn 
India, I eonnder it almott certain that tho pretest 
European cbolera it not contagiont by the tonch, I 
know of no tatiiCictorj analjan of the arcnnntancet of 
climate, in which it appeara that the cholera a^met 
greater derelopment. The BntUh medical roon Id India, 
at least th*i mi^onty of them, are from being tnffl 
aentlj leaned or taentlGo to make tnch analjiH 
The cholera rages alt over the Deccan this rammer a 
great number of natire* fUl rictimt to it even here Imt 
of two Umtaod Eoropean aoldim, and more than a 
hundred and Hfty officora, not one bat been attacked 
with it this season at Poonah. Enropeans am always 
lets rabjeet to it than Indians, bnt this year and in this 
placOi the difi’ercnce in oar CiTonr It abaolate, Tim it 
the reason why I do not hesitate to tall yon, and as a 
matter of perfect indifference that a few steps from 
where I now am— in the rery neat room there It a poor 
TTwin dying of cbolera. 

I taka good care of myself 1 1 swallow a drop of brandy 
in the morning and dnoLwineatbrcak&st wbenithap* 
pens that I eat meat at that men] which howerer ocenn 
bnt seldom, also tike «ioe at dinner and when I write 
tin hte in the erenmg 1 swallow a cap of tea mixed 
with rnm, before going to bed* I corer mrself rery 
warmly at night, and wear daring the day a reiy long 
Cashmeer shawl, r 9 ^ed lika a waUthand not round my 

VOL, II Z 
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waist but upon my hips, so as to keep my stomach 
warm and at an equal temperature I beheve that a 
great number of the complaints of this country pro- 
ceed from refngeration, mostly imperceptible, of the 
abdomen 

I have already answered, at least in part, your letter 
number 31 I proceed to number 82, a small sheet, ex- 
tremely short, and about a third of my accustomed por- 
tion It 18 dated October 29th 1831 You thought me 
then returned among the British, and indeed I was very 
near them, being only two days’ march from theSutledge, 
but more annoyed by the long matchlocks of the people 
of the Himalaya than ever I had been before. Many 
thanks for Ihinoyer’s very long letter , it is a charming 
epistle, full of friendship, and perfect in every respect 
I received it with peculiar satisfaction His address to 
the people (a thousand pardons, I meant citizens) of 
Mouhns proved to me that he had not yet, in his new 
official dignity of Prefect, learnt the jargon of office 

I have acres of wnting for you, but there is no ship 
sailing from Calcuttiu I shall keep the whole and 
make a single packet of it Adieu I 


Evening. 

My poor fellow died this morning, as I anticipated, 
whilst I was at breakfast, which I had not the heart to 
finish He had been to Cashmeer with me, was the 
most active, useful, and rmldest of my attendants, and 
had never served any body but me. This morning he 
stiU knew me, and answered Khroudavond, my lord, 
when I addressed him by name By twelve o’clock his 
body was already burned. I was ohhged to go and beg 
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% dinrw of t oei^bcnr all mj mttuU btriog gone to 
atteod the fonetiL I ihoold regret the poor fellow 
iDore if I had oot alwmjn treeted him well ; bat danag 
two yeert he hu had but lew hanh wiirdi &om me, and 
1 hired him at fint at fire rupeea a moath, bot doubled 
hia WBgee a kiag time before hit death* 


TO IL PROSPER MfeRUffiR, PARIS- 

pcomI, jMjg lecb isn. 

To mj great confoaion dear Praaper thh eras 
mg in making a general utspectioD of all mj writiaga, 
1 fotmd at the bottom of a box, among aome catalogue 
of rtonea of the Himakja, thcae two HimaliymP tcnpa, 
which 1 hare deteimined to fi^irward sotwithatamhog 
their Kandaloos datea. Thoj will prore to 700 that 1 
am at least deficient m ooe of the thecdogieal nrtaea, I 
mean order Bat 1 aball be ac^tted of the more than 
reaki am of rofierug jear* to elepae withoot wntzng 
to a friend — This u a peraonalitj 1 — I rcallj thooght I 
had forwarded m 7 letter from Sobbatoo the montha ago- 
It la indeed a ahame of joo, De Maraata, and tha Baron 
de Stendhal (if Indeed the ladiea allow tha latter a 
moment a r^pote) not to wnte to nw, bat to allow me 
to remam m India aa ignonnt of the thingi of jonr 
Famian world, aa if 1 were an inhabitant of the moon. 

The Pngliah hare lettera from home op to the lat 
April m 7 Wt are dated October 

Oar wtirtb^ r* pt>ini« of Harre and Kantea reinaio 
dx and earen montha on their rojage. Tbej bj that 
z 3 
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tlieir ships arc so fond of the sea, that ■when once they 
arc upon it, there is no g^etting them to move This is 
too bad 

Oiir governors of Pondichery and Chandemagore 
have just informed me that I have been appointed a 
knight of the legion of honour I intend, hou ever, to 
remain plain Mr Jacquemont, •v\'erc it only for the sin- 
gularity of the thing, as I have not yet met with a 
Frenchman out of France, who was not either a Count, 
a Marquis, a Baron, a Viscount, or a Chevalier 

I have seen, I know not where, an epistle from 
Berangcr the great poet, to Chateaubnand the great 
prose wnter, and the reply of the latter to the poet 
Notmthstanding “ liberty, which needed no ancestors," 
It made me think that we Frenchmen are very forgetful 

Poonah contains only from forty to fifty thousand 
inhabitants, mostly Mahrattas Fifty or sixty die every 
day of cholera. I lost one of my servants about a 
week ago. The European soldiers are beginning to 
experience the effect of the disease , previously, none 
but natives had been attacked Such, however, is 
the force of habit that no one entertains any uneasi- 
ness It IS probable that one of the causes of this 
malady is a sudden refrigeration, either internal or ex- 
ternal In proportion to their respective numbers, 
fewer gentlemen fall victims to cholera than soldiers 
Adieu, my dear fnend , write to me w'hen the cares of 
your empire allow you leisure Pray take notice that 
this last sentence is prose, in spite of its resemblance to 
Hugo’s poetry. 
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TO II DE MAREffTE, PARIS, 

Kmow, my dew D« Mueste tlut my only motiTe 
for writing to you u to giro tb« ibwt wUch I bare 
jQit tmbUod orer bme to dry, ta opention wtuch 
reqnirci Mreiil minntes at tbU ie&«cm, comparod to 
which the deluge wu only a ahower for h laated only 
forty dayi, and in this ceontry^ when once the raini 
hegin* they last three montha and a half without inter 
tnlicioa. The conaet^eBee la that the trareUera anl 
tnala and planta become monldy or rotten, and that eren 
upon the kbela of the atonea grow the imtcor the 
djrmtl, and other moihrooma, which the pr^antm 
vutfiu condemn m fRom under the enonecm coUec 
tire Dame of moold, hut which are I amn yon, pretty 
little mnahrooma (better deaoihed than eeten^ hut 
exeeeciTely viiotcarj In the baggage of a naturaliit 
The hygrotoeter which for a month paat, has been at 
the higheat point of humidity doea not atir i it win only 
more from that point In September Socceta to the 
mild climate of France altbongh I bare more than once 
been wet through in lU You, my dear hiend, art a 
miaerihle fellow and if that doea not pleeae yon, an 
lofunona 9ne I 1 could any the aame to many othen, 
who, like yourtelf no more write to me than if^ aince 
my arrml m India, I had gone to join the great aonl of 
the nnireTae. You left off with me about M de Mar 
tignae, and the mnniapol and departmental law and 
I know not what beaidea Since that period, there 
hare been plenty of new pecee, theatncal effecta, and 
changta of acenery From you I hare not had a line 
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The bnllmnt Boron de Stcndhnl has also completely 
neglected me , but from him this is perfectly excusable 
He IS a thoughtless and fashionable young man, in great 
request among the ladies of Leghorn, I suppose, or some 
other city in Italy, Bhere he represents, like an exquisite, 
his most Christian Majesty. Bnt you, an honest citizen 
of Pans, and a good sort of husband, who hare nothing 
to do nth the vanities of this world — you are abso- 
lutely inexcusable. Politics have absorbed the atten- 
tion of all my friends for the last tvo years, and from 
this period, I nil not say that they neglect me, — quite 
the reverse — but they scarcely ever write to me, ivhich 
IS provoking The Bntish at Poonah are not amusing ; 
in the North of Hindostan, where every one of them is 
a kind of Pacha, they grow great with their dignity, 
and, mtrabile dtctu f - — they become amiable Here I iind 
them again in their natural state, which is paying them 
no great compliment However, as I am overloaded nth 
business, it is perhaps better it should be so , for I am not 
tempted to desert my papers and memorandums, and go 
to their houses in search of pleasure By their prodi- 
gious indifference to every thing beyond the confined 
circle of their own monotonous existence, they remind 
me of My Lord What-Then in “ the Pnneess of Baby- 
lon ” I prefer the Cashmeerlans, who alone formed 
my society last year , I think they had more vivacity 
of mind than the black and red automata which people 
these head-quarters of the Bntish power in Western 
India Poonah is a large city, at least for India, where 
the towns are in general small. The population of 
Calcutta has not been ascertained , it contains, perhaps, 
about 400,000 inhabitants. Benares contains 181,000 
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in*tc»4 of from 500 000 to 600 000 1 AlUbilaiJ, 38,000 
ioftvtd of 150 000, Rcrordicg to tb« motl accoonti 
Delbl,«botit ISO 000 Poorah no doubt conttlu from 
40 000 to 60 000 And cbolen neftr 1 p*tm tif pl»«t 
dmiop the lut month U h«4 earned o? from fiftf to 
clxty penoD* a dtjr Lot th&t roniole you! I am 
be met r r ahre aivd perfectly allro eoonjh to to l>o 
fttUf 1 troat, et^teen or twenty months hence, when I 
hope to hare the pleasore of aeeinp yon again. Tell 
me some story m the mean time and giro it to M^m6c, 
or to my father properly folded np and aeaJed, Pray 
wnla to me and be no longer satkj u yon bare been 
for tbeae lut three ycora. 


TO M. COMIER AT aiAXDCRKAOORE. 

Mt DtAE &L ConDiKBy— 1 am once more on mr 
legs, Or rather In my arm chab after baring been fee 
days in bed in a preeanona atate with a nolent and 
sodden attack of dyseotary which came upon me like a 
piftohahot and quitted me yesterday in the same man 
ner in conse^nence of haring taken a terrible qaantity 
of blot pllla, calomel, rbobarb opiom mafoesla, cream 
of tartar castor oQ, ipecacuanha, and a benignant Uro- 
mant of gnm arabio, which last appears to me to bare 
ent the matter short, 

A traxelleT in my line has sereTal ways of miking 
what the Italians term a ^oseo ; but the most complete 
fiatco is to die on the road. Some poor denis hare 
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been less fortunate than I, and in obedience to the 
dysentery that reigns here, have gone to see what there 
IS behind the great wall Much good inay it do them 1 
Farewell, my dear M Cordier Tlie papers WiU have 
informed you that the people of Bombay do not act 
with a hght hand in driving away the plague from their 
shores They are right. The cholera here cames off 
but few people at present It rains less hard than at 
Calcutta, but more continually It js enough to make 
one die of ennuii. 

Adieu I leave you to take my sick man’s pomdge^ 
composed of arrow-root. Guard yourself from evil. 

Yours sincerely. 


TO MADEMOISELLE 5:OE NOIZET DE SAINT >AUL, 

ARRAS 

Foonah, August 21s< 1832 

My dear Zoe^ — I received this morning a tolerable 
large packet from Pans, and before I go te bed shall 
\vnte a few hnes in reply to your eight little pages of 
November 12thj and January 3rd 1832 I have written 
so much to-day that my hand is qmte stiff, besides which 
it 18 very late, and to-morrow at day-break I must gallop 
SIX leagues from hence, where I shall find my ghountj 
or little Tartar horse, saddled and bndled, ready to climb 
the mountains with me, and two botanico-mineralogical 
attendants, completely equipped, and at their post. I 
shall het bahse, gisologise, or zoologise at their head, if 
he opportunity occurs, and, with my bags filled, shall 
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ntoTB apon tbe nme bone u If the derll vi^ at mj 
hefb It tWn be twelve o clock and I ihall have 
eaten nothing after haviop been neirijr fifteen boon on 
bonelock, oo foo% and in tha mod and rain Tbot I 
most away to bed, for U ia already Ute 

^on Uopb at my la and at Caibmeer Lot yon are 
WTDO^ I do not know bow 1 can olbemhe deiignate 
tbe pronoc* of wbieb tbe oly we call Caibmeer and 
tbe iobabitanU Sba^r or most excellent nty ia tbe 
ajdlaL 

1 bare narrowly e»caped djio^ of dyientery, the fint 
fllnea 1 bare bad in lodou Dorio^ three dayi I was 
dreadfolly abaken, my aoffenoga were arote bnl my 
bead was entirely free and tinfjnjaHy cool and clear I 
chewed tbe air 'ly pbyainan was an bonwt Scotch 
man Uke all the world, be was ineapabU of rtbotUng 
myarpitnratt Tbe aetiTliy of my ibooghli eonmmed 
me. I imagined that tbe beantifol am of Moiart 
played on the nolin by a clever moaidant would ebarm 
me and tboa gild Uia pill and aa there ia here a raosi 
dan abore medioenly I wat going to lend foe blm in 
order to die at least with moiic, wbrn tbe remedies 
caused a reaction and determined my recorery Tbapoor 
Scotch doctor sras little edified with this mniical fogoe 
but be dared not, nerertbeless, propose to me bii pres- 
bytemn Brahmin. It waa an endemic disease Tbe 
cholera has earned off a great nnmber of pertoni here* 
but people are accustomed to this InUlctioD— nobody 
thinks about It, any more than at sea people think of tbe 
chances of being upset 

Good night my dear Zot M nta to me. Good night 
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TO M JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS 

Poonah, Oct lAih 1832. 

My dear Father, — I have a packet ready for you, 
but I should not msh to forward it without adding to it 
several others which are not ready, and that is the reason 
why I keep it back. It is however of httle consequence, 
as I do not beheve that there are any ships about to 
sail from Calcutta, this not being the season. I have 
received all your letters up to last March 

It IS stiQ impossible for me to fix precisely where and 
when I shall embark on my return to France I am 
going to write to M de Melay, to ask him about the 
ordinary departures from his httle port, or rather from 
his roadstead, and also from Madras (for although there 
IS a Port- Captain at Pondichery, there is no more a port 
there than at Montmorency or Versailles) , but the 
general penod of departures for Europe is December 
and January. It is therefore probable that I shall not 
return until the spring of 1834, but long before my 
departure you shall be informed of it with certainty I 
should also prefer this plan on account of my health I 
fear the cold Here, in this place, looked upon as cold 
in this season, and whithei people flock from the hot- 
house of Bombay to regain life, the thermometer has 
vaned shghtly, for the last two months, from 70“ to 75 °, 
in my room, and I sleep with two blankets. My health 
IS good To-morrow I set out for Bombay, and shall 
visit the island of Salsette on my way thither. The fish 
dnve me mad I am obliged to stow them with my own 
hands into a number of glass jugs filled with spints of 
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vioe er et ythhig would l»e broVen {n the handt of 
tbe *top{d lodtan vrvBttU. W^re it Dot for th(t I would 
wnto moTT but I Kate no timr For the hononr of the 
pnnaple of our cormpoodencc I pnt a rnamber to ihia 
note 


TO M PORPH\'RE JACainiilONT PAKIS. 

7am Itiai fS^UrtU 

^IT DCA* PotrMTBt, — 1 «clo»e for the minlrtcr 
D Argont, a few hnee of thaeka, and as acknowledgment 
of the receipt of mj nomination aa a legionary Pray 
forward them to him. 

One of the An*w\rti dm Smrtttm drt Xeayp/irrfee 
which yoa bam test to me and in which ^Ir Arago 
hai (naerted an article np<m the beanufol bhenn of Elio 
de Heanmosti will hare completely informed yot^ if not 
of tbe partKQlara, at least of the tpirit of the thing 
The ditcorery of tertbry and allanal itiata, and the 
different drcnoittaocee attending thur ttratificalion at 
tbe foot of the Ghanta and on the decllTitlei of these 
menmtama wonU aerre to aolre the problem of tbejr 
geological age (i^ of tbetr rbing) a mneb more rain 
able element than any other kind of obcerration I hare 
therefore been forced to toQ a great deal in seairhlog 
for tome partidee of thb aoQ* and not witbont expodog 
myttlf a great deal to the tnn, m thU unhealthy waste 
and daring the most unbralthy season of the year I 
am coose<]aeDt]y in a saffenog state or rather I hare 
been a little poorly for the last few days. '^Ve^B I in the 
town (Bombay), I sboold not be able to keep myself 
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quiet, and take the necessary repose , I therefore made a 
somewhat longer stay at Tanna than I originally in* 
tended. 

I am still without any other letter from yon than that 
dated March 10th, which I received at Poonah on the 
8th of September You may feel how anxious I am to 
hear from you, after the dreadful visit which the cholera 
has paid to Pans 

Our inteUigence from Europe is up to the middle of 
July, brought by estafettes who Came over land from 
Constantinople through Persia I have therefore 
received confused accounts of the scenes of carnage to 
which Lamarque’s funeral gave rise, or of which it 
served as a pretence It is a very melancholy thing I 
saw with much grief, that a great number of societies, 
vying of course with each other in patriotism, and 
composed of several thousand members, had followed 
the procession, with banners flymg Whither are w'e 
going ? I dare not think of it The fear of what I may 
find on my return to France, prevents me from antici- 
pating that event with joy Adieu, for to-day What 
a perfidious chmate this is I — hut the winter is coming 
on, and in a month I shall he again in the plains of the 
Deccan, where the cool weather is very perceptible , 
and when the great heats return I shall be in the 
Nilghernes. 
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TOM mnnnRr JvrqtrMnvr at rsms, 

Vrfl (y^rrn Q»#rf/T» />w« |»f IMI, 

Hr lonMirnr— 1 l«n'»nJ Jhirij" 

I tpi »rry ill, »ti I ik« l!jn1r»<*n# •!«» • 
r*Ttifin^l la mj l-ai. In thr- I famt <*f Ihi* 

I Uti'I < f rxpairtl to • I omirp *00 dannp thf 

tw»*i onh^iliLy ♦ntan of tbr fw I dtjfl \ llif* f rm 
nf taj f»>tnflMnl of^hifK, loilrf^l, I h»n* • r^nl 

1 iTn«-» *inr' I fa llitf»nch m Alifrh f U 

•atrt «lipl T »ttiKV* tol ftl-TTit tbp pitcrr of wbifh I 
JpfpirrJ tnt^fir It l* tmn of iKp Hrrr Tb^ 

fpttllfrtul tnu IT* fit iefrr*ip>l ifep di*afjpr 

] rnn tb lipinfininp of mj {Uo»o« I tIu^ mj »ill in I 
pisl taj iff in in erJpt Tb firt of mr iilrtnl* 
rnnun U tsnt ljeB(tnni44 in4 fnnJtj' binJ«t tbwr 
#rf ^^r J*fn» « S'ift t, in I ntli*b mpirbinl of tbi» j>U<f 
ind of C<n^i'*f of C ilonui. 

^tf Sipnl «»♦ mr bo*t on tny irriril it Uomboj 
So ol4 fnpn-l conU Uitp UW bo-l morr ifTorthmilP 
UlrtJtKwt upon IBP At ibp pxpiritiou | tnprrf of i 
frw diTi, «hll« I «i« ttill In • lUlP to Im* morod, I 
qoiltM hti b<ni»p «bKb l« itoitod in ih fort, ind rime 
la ocrop }' 1 roormlptit in4 ipmotii ifttitmenl it the 
qoirtm of ibp *lck offiom bpinp In i mwl ihy ind 
ulnbrirTO* »itoition on tbo #pi •boro ind not morr 
tbin 1 bandml jtrdi diitmt from Ibo rr«{Jpncv of mj 
phpiiruo Dr MEcI^ounan ihfnvHtibUpnclitionpril 
Uornbij Tbp idnln} Ip nra bn bit tikm of tar bin 
Jonp »lncp itUcbod ran to bim M • dw frlond. 

Tbe cnellfnl pup mp dnr 1 orpbjrP for tbotc «« 
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love, IS, that when dpng in a fer distant land, they ima- 
gine that in the last hours of our existence we are 
deserted and unnoticed My dear brother, you will no 
douht reap some consolation from the assurance I give 
you that I have never ceased receiving the kindest and 
most affectionate attentions from a number of good and 
amiable men. They continually come to see me, antici- 
pating even my sick-bed caprices and whims These 
are especially, Mr Nicol, before all others , Mi John 
Bar, one of the members of the government , Mr Good- 
fellow, an old colonel of engineers , Major Mountain, a 
very amiable young officer, and many others whose 
names I do not mention 

The excellent Dr Mac Lennan, nearly endangered 
his own health for me, by coming twice a night, during 
a crisis which seemed to leave no chance of my recovery. 
I place the most unlimited confidence in his skill 

My sufferings were at first very great, hut for some 
time past I have been reduced to a state of weakness 
that scarcely allows of any. The •worst is, that during 
thirty-one days I have not slept a single hour. These 
sleepless nights are how'ever very calm, and do not 
appear so desperately long 

Fortunately, the illness is drawing to a close, w'hich 
may not he fatal, although it will probably be so 

The abscess or abscesses, formed m my hver, from the 
very beginning of the attack, and which recently appeared 
likely to dissolve by absorption, now seem to rise up- 
wards, and will soon open outwardly All I wish for is 
to get quickly out of the miserable state in ivhich I have 
been languishing for the last month, between life and 
death You sec that my ideas are perfectly clear , they 
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liaT« 1}«tn hnX rtry rtrelj aad rtry tivmentlf confoMd 
donog tocoe T^ulent pftroxjtmi of pa3a »t th* commence* 
ment of the attack. I bate genmUj lookcfffonrmrd to 
the wont^ and tHi haa nerer rendered mj thonghu 
gloomj end, if It It now approacbisg ittnOdasd 
tranijiin. If jon were here teated at mj bcd'cMe with 
my &lh«r and Frederic, mj heart wotUd bant with gnef 
and I ihoold not be able to conlempUte mj approaching 
death with the tame fortitude and lerenUjr Contole 
ycranelf — contole mjr falber^-contolo joonclret mn 
toallj mj dear fnetuU 1 

I feel qolte exhatuted hj thu attempt to arnte, and 
mmt hid joa adleo 1 Farewell I Oh 1 how greatly yon 
are all belored by yoar poor Victor Farewell for the 
lift time 1 

Stretched apoo my hedr, I can only write with a 
pendL For fear there Itoca thoold be edaced, the 
eacelleat hir Klcol will copy thn litter m wnUng id 
order that 1 may be tore yon will read my laat thooghta. 

VICTOB JACaDEUOWT 

1 hare been able to «igo what the admirable Mr 
Kicd has had the Idndoeu to copy Once more, fare* 
will, my &iendf I 

Dtetm^triMd. 
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LETTER FROM MR, JAMES NICOL, BRITISH [MER- 
CHANT AT BOMBAY, TO M PORPHYRe' 
JACQUEMONT AT PARIS* 

' Bombay, December lith 1832 

My dear Sir, — Though unknown to you, fate has 
selected me to communicate an event which yon do not 
anticipate It is with feelings of the most profound 
regret that I am obliged to transmit to you the last 
letter of your brother Victor, and to give you the only 
consolation that can still remain, that of acquainting 
you with the tranquillity and absence of pam with which 
he received the fatal blow on the 7th of this month 
Your brother came to my house on the 9th of Octo- 
ber, on his arrival from Tanna, in a very weak state of 
health, caused by an illness with which he had been 
recently afflicted, and from which he hoped he should 
speedily recover He thought that the sea-breeze of 
this island would effectually strengthen him On the 
evening of his arrival, he took a walk with me of half a 
league , on the following day he paid a few visits, but 
returned home early quite exhausted I advised him to 
take instant medical advice, and the same evening Dr 
Mac Lennan visited him For your satisfaction, I 
inclose, in this letter, a report of the disorder, drawn 
up by this physician 

As your brother states, he suffered severely at the 
commencement of his lUness , and from the very begin- 
ning was informed of its dangerous nature On tbe 4th 
of November he made his will, of which I inclose a copy. 


• This letter was onginally wntten in Frcncli — Ed 
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AboBt tbe 8lb of Norcmbn ibe diiorder appeared to 
take a faToonble toni and he cbei4tbed a hope of reto> 
Tenng bit beoltbt but the fonnaUoD of tlwceM eoon 
bo«amo errdent. lie then dailj declined in strength 
bat danng tbe whole period of hu ninets, ho pr eso TTed 
a trmnqmllitj and contentment of which I had nerer 
before seen an instance. 

1 left him on tha 0th of December nearljr in the 
some state as danng the preceding daj% bnt aitbout 
an 5 ’ appearance of epproadning dusolntHm. On tbe 7tb, 
borerer towards three o clock in the morning be vas 
teiied with violent psnos, which lasted nearij two boars. 
Dr MaoLennan was with him danng that time At 
fire odock hi the morning yoar brother sent for me:. 
On mj anifol bh saffenngi bad ctased bat each a 
cluBgefaad taken place in his featarcs since the preced 
mg evening that I could not refrain from tears. 
Taking mj hand, he nid to me — •* Do not gnere tlie 
moment is near and It u tho aceomplishmont nf my 
wisbci. It is the prajer which I bare for the last fort 
night addressed to hetrtn It is a happy event Were 
I eren to hre the remainder of my Ufo woold probably 
bo embittered by disease, Write to ray brother and 
teQ bhn what bsppmess and what tranquillity accompany 
me to the grave.*' 

He repeated to rae that he wished me to forward to 
France his manoscrlpts and collections, and entered 
into the most minate particnlan respecting hts faneral 
which he desired might bo the tame as for a Protestant 
He begged of me to have his^grave marked with a 
simple tomb*stone, bearing this inscription j — “ \'ictcrr 
Jacquemont bom at Paris, Angnst 8th 1601, died at 

VOL It A A 
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Bomba}, December 7tb, 1832, after haMng; travelled 
during- three }ears and a half in India ” 

In the course of the day he had several fits of vomit- 
ing, and his breathing uas considerably affected, but he 
retained his faculties as perfectly as when in health He 
was anxious only for death, saying — “ I am well here, 
but I shall be better in my grave " At about five in 
the evening, he said to me — “I wall now' take my last 
draught from your hands, and then die ” A -violent fit 
of vomiting succeeded, and he was laid upon his bed 
entirely exhausted From time to time he opened his 
eyes, and appeared, about twenty minutes before his 
death, to recognise me At sixteen minutes past six 
o’clock he yielded up the ghost, falling asleep, as it 
w ere, in the arms of death 

His funeral took place on the following evening, with 
military honours as a knight of the legion of honour, 
and several members of the government, and many other 
persons, attended the procession 

I deeply and sincerely lament the irreparable loss 
which your fatbei and you have sustained by his death 
I was not acquainted with your brother before his illness, 
and have only had the melancholy satisfaction of ofifer- 
ing him every care and attention which his state required 
In compliance with his w'lshes, I have had all the articles 
of Natuml History which he left in my charge, carefully 
packed up They are contained in eleven cases and one 
cask, the invoice of which I inclose, also the bill of 
lading signed by the Captain of the French ship 
Nymphe, of Bordeaux I have written to the Commis- 
sioner-general of the Navy at Bordeaux, begging him to 
remove any difficulty that may arise about their landing 
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II»Te tho goodnet* to write to him yonrwelf on the inb- 
jccL I h*ve *1*0 forwarded the bill of lading of e box 
addnwed to yonr father containing all jonr brother ■ 
mannicnpta. 

In the box containing hu popcrt I bare placed lu« 
order of the l^on of honour which yoor brother par 
ticnlarly begged I wonld forward to you. I elao tend 
yon hn watch and piitola. 

Be *o good a* to *eparatd from the other papert, the 
catalogne* relating to the coUcctKma, and fomrd them 
to the Royal Mareuiu. 

I hare the bononr to b«v dear Sir &c, 

Jaiixj Nicou 


A A a 



APPENDIX. 


REPORT* BY DR MAC LENNAN, 

ON THE DISEASE AND DEATH OF VICTOR JACQUEJIONT, AND 
THE POST MORTEM EXAMINATION OF HIS BODY 


I SAW M. Jacquemont for the first time in the after- 
noon of the 30th of October 1832, being the day after 
his arrival from Tanna. He told me that in March 
1832, he had been seriously ill in Rajpootana , but that 
Since that penod he had experienced no marked disease, 
with the exception of an attack of dysentery which took 
place at Poonah during the rainy season A fortnight 
or three weeks before his arrival at Bombay, while he 
was still at Tanna, he had experienced irregular attacks 
of fever, with disordered bowels. The day after his 
arrival, he was obhged to abstain from paying visits in 
the towm, in consequence of an attack of fever more 
^ lolent than the preceding It began about noon w ith 
shivering, and was just oAcr when I saw him. 

• This report bns been re-translated from tbc Frcncb, it baMDg 
been impossible to obtain a copy of the original ^Ta 
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of the mercurial preparation of the procochng- day were 
en at intervals of eight hours, extract of henbane 
being however substituted for the opium The applica- 
tion of the leeches ha-\nng considerably relieved the 
patient, and the fever having come on later and in a less 
degree than on the preceding day, thirty leeches were 
again applied to the right hypochondrium at night, and 
a dose of castor oil diiected to be taken at four in the 
afternoon of November 1st. This purgative operated 
speedily and abundantly. The stools were copious, 
liquid, of a brownish colour, and had a very disagreable 
putrid smell, such as 1 had never yet found, except m 
c\ acuations containing a great deal of blood, and when 
this blood had long remained in the intestines M 
Jacqueraont himself very justly compared the smell to 
that exhaling from a bucket used by anatomists for 
macerations , and he told me that he had perceived it for 
several days past, though in a less degree There was 
no blood in the evacuations, and no appearance of 
fibrinous deposit, or any animal matter whatsoever The 
relief he felt after these evacuations was very consider- 
able, and from that time all pain about the sacrum ceased 
M Jacqueraont had greatly neglected his health at 
Tanna he had exposed himself to the sun without 
proper precautions, had encountered great fatigue, and 
had paid no attention to his comjilaint, or at most taken 
a few small doses of laxative medicine , — further, it was 
evident, from the symptoms, that the hver in particular 
w'as affected, — I therefore thought it advisable to act 
upon the entire organism by means of mercury, and 
bung, if possible the whole system under the influence 
of that mineral. Accordingly, strong doses of calomel 
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nuxis) with ipfcacmthA utd henbanr tku ^dnuniMm^ 
(o M Jucc^ntmonl three time« a daj and u often a 
mercuml j>T*raration waa rubbed tn upon ibo Inferior 
extretnitiea. He al»o took, at Srat onco a da}* then 
erery other day a mild lajcatire draught generally com 
po»ed of jalap or erram of tartar Dnnog thu period 
great care was taken to keep op the patient a strength 
erery fonr honrt, a small quantity of animal soup 
waa giren to him, and now and them lome nine and 
water 

Dy penerenng in thU mode of treatment np to the 
5th the alnne leercbont asrtuned a more Uronrable 
appeeranCQ t the patnd smell which I mentioned aborc 
no longer existed, and the patient emenaicd nitboot 
tenesmus or uneosmess. Tho ferer had not retomed 
sinea the 4tb 

On the 0th, some slight lodieatiotii of the approach 
ptrahsm harmg appeared the merconal medicines 
were continued, in eonsefioenee on that day and the 
following Imt as these symptoms did not increase and 
It did not appear necessary to porserere In this mode of 
treatment any longer 1 detenalned to discoolinue it 
and do nothing more than keep the howcis open pay 
graat attention to diet and palliate any symptoms that 
might eppeer Before I adopted this change I explained 
toM Jacqnemontthonatoreof myfeara. I apprehended 
that an organic disease, probably an abscess m the lirer 
had been forming for some time past. I begged M 
Jacqnwnonl to allow mo to conralt with another phy 
•ician and I called in Dr Kemhalh irbo entirely approred 
of the system hitherto pnrfued, and tho proposed change 
in the mode of treatment. lie hkewiso apprehended the 
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existence of abscess in the liver, but ns there was 
no direct S} niptom to indicntc it, (and the existence of 
such abscess could bo inferred only from an absence of 
morbid symptoms in ever) other part of the bod}', ]Oincd 
to the slow ness of the patient’s recover}',) w e both hoped 
that the failure of the mercur}* in its effects proceeded 
from some idios} ncras}, and not from the existence of 
organic disease in the liver. The mode of treatment wo 
determined upon was the one I had before imagined, — 
that IS to say, to gne the patient meat-broth, ]clhcs, 
^Ic , and wine and water at intervals of three hours, 
day and night. The bowels were to be kept open with 
laxatnes given from time to time, lastly, an opiate was 
to be taken every night Further, as it has been remarked 
that gestation m the open air often produces a good 
effect in accelerating con\alesconco and hastening the 
action of mcrcur}' upon the organisation, IM.Jacqiiomont 
was earned a few miles in n palanquin for scicrnl snr- 
cessne days, but the fatigue arising from this being 
compensated b} no improvement in his health, these 
airings wore discontinued, and the nbo>c-mcutioned 
treatment alone persoiercd in 

Meanwhile, hi Jacquemont was wholl} free from pain 
in e\ery pnrt of the bod}. The pulse and skin were in 
their natural state, and the tongue clean 3 he aUine 
(w iciialions were bilious, bnt not more so than might 
be t xjiertt d from the use of the mercurial medicines 
Hitherto, no change had taken jilace, furllicr than a 
slight grailiial increase m the strength of the pvtient, 
md he began to look upon his rondition with le'S 
gloom\ apprehensions, that is to sai, he did not think 
his cud CO near us he hud at first imagined It must hero 
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misconduct of his servants, and relapses followed his 
hearing' of what they had done From this time every 
change in the patient’s state was of an unfavour- 
able nature The disease made rapid progress, at first 
indicated only by a great depression of spirits, and an 
aversion to all food This aversion became so strong 
that the nounshment he took withm the twenty-four 
hours was not equal to half, nay, to a third, of what he 
took at the beginning of his illness To these symp- 
toms were soon added prostration of strength, emacia- 
tion, and now and then slight febrile exacerbations 
The pain in the side and in the region corresponding 
■with the edge of the hver, increased, and the swelling 
became considerable 

December 2nd The swelling assumed the appearance 
of a pointed tumour towards the edge of the ninth nb, 
at the place where it is joined to the eighth A careful 
examination was made by Dr Henderson (whom I had 
called in because Dr Kemhall was absent) and by my- 
self AVe could discover no fluctuation, and it did not 
appear that there was any adherence, even at the base 
of the tumour, to the subjacent parts 

To aversion for food was now added increasing diffi- 
culty of keeping it upon the stomach Nausea and 
vomiting became frequent. The febrile exacerbations 
increased, and lasted a long time Thirst also came, 
with great dryness of the mouth, and accompamed with 
a feehng of constriction about the stomach and upper 
parts of the abdomen 

December 4th. The patient had frequent and violent 
pains in the abdomen, especially when he attempted to 
go to stool, or to draw his breath deeply. All the symp- 
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torai incmjtd and were lomctiract rxrry alarming 
altlicmgb at the hcginmng of the night he found great 
relief from hot fomcntationa and aoodjne dropi. 

December 7th At three ocloclc in the morning I 
was called to M Jac^omonU 1 found him m a TeT 7 
di^rreut ttate from that lO nhich 1 had left him the 
night before (at mHnlght)- In changing hn poaition 
in bed be had been auddeolf aeued «ith acute pain 
round tho pohuy and wai unable to rtud hit nnno. Ilia 
countenance vaa exprcaalre of agony hia ahm hethed 
ID perapiration and hia appearance that of a dying man. 
Hot fomentationa on the pubia and repeated doica of 
nitne ether and laodasam dinunuhed tbeae alarming 
cymptoms and the pom ceased. Bnt the romiting toon 
after returaed. llo then roided a couaidemble quantity 
of hlacl. and ghury matter rcaemUing coffee gronnda. 
Theie attocbi laated donog a port of the day and were 
accompatded edth frequent ayocope 

The proatration of itreugth was roch that he appeared 
tereral Umet on the point of expiring from the eftorta 
he made to rotnit Nerertbelcn be rallied a little after 
each fit. Abont aunaet the romiting dimujuhed but 
It appeared that tbia aroae merely from the weakucu of 
the patient, who waa unable to throw up tho mutter 
contained in the atomacb He expired quietly and with 
out coDTulaiona, at tlx o clock in tho erening An hour 
before, ho apoke to mo rery rationally During the 
whole progre u of hia dUcaae hia faculty of ohaerratiou 
and rcfiection wai nerer afiected and thia was the caae 
np to tho moment of hia death. 

In compliance with a wiah be bad exprmed, a post 
mortem cxominatioD took placo next day December 8th 
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at SIX o’clock m the evening I examined the cavity of 
the thorax and that of the abdomen, jointly with Dr 
Henderson 

In the former cavity, all the viscera were m their 
natural state , in the second, an enormous abscess in the 
liver had burst, and its contents had partly flowed into 
the abdomen The abscess was situated in the postenor 
part of the hver, and at a short distance from the back- 
bone It contained the quantity (measured) of a hun- 
dred ounces of clear fluid, and sanious pus AU the 
other abdominal viscera were perfectly healthy 


REPORT OF CAPTAIN BRIOLLE, 

C05IMANDING THE SHIP NYMPHE, OF BORDEAUX, ON TAE 
DEATH AND OBSEQUIES OF VICTOR JACQUEMONT 

TO M DE PRIGNY, COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF THE 
NAVY AT BORDEAUX 

Monsieur ee Commissaire General, 

Bemg at Bombay in the month of December last, 
when M Victor Jacquemont had just ended his scien- 
tific journey, I hastened to visit a countryman whom all 
the papers of India concurred in placing in the foremost 
rank of distinguished naturalists, but who, in conse- 
quence of the fatigues and pnvations with which he 
had to contend in his laborious researches, was unfortu- 
nately attacked with liver complaint of a very alarming 
nature I found him in bed, scientifically discoursing 
with the most eminent physician of the country, under 
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» hoM etj© tho Gorertior b»d pUced hirt^ and nTpUining 
Bitli the Qtraoct calmceu bov {n two or three ilaj*, he 
khonld be freed from bn cme! ttiiTenog*, lot Qt the 
fxpenio of hU life u ta effa ion 1 ^cmld tube piece 
iotenuU/, and he ahonld not bare the ihghtcat cheoco 
of recorery 

in« phyiicUn baring aWnted hlmielf for i few hoara, 
be expatiated rnneb npoo tbn gentlrnuD • Ulenti tod 
upon the interest and attention nhich the GorcmcDcnt 
of Dombaj unceasingly abowed him Lnt be again 
ohserredt that bo had only three or fonr days more to 
lire that oil the aniitonce of art was nielpsa, and that 
hating temmated hta manoacnptt with the exception 
of some tnBiog parta rrdatiTO to Tibet be ahonld die 
with the consolation of baring eontHbntril u roneb as 
lay in hu power to the progress of a idence ahich still 
Icfl maefa to be dooe^ Tho unfortoDate gentleman died 
on the fourth day after this eonrersation, pmemng 
uererthelesa to the last a tranqulllily a mildDCss, and a 
presence of mlndi worthy of hu noble character 

The Goremment of Bomhoy dnirons to honour the 
memory of a mao so dutingnished for Ida talenta and 
pnrate nitaea ordered a magnlEcent faneral nt nhich 
all the aril and mDitary anthoriUca wero present; and 
the remains of the naforfnnote \Tctor jaeqaemont were 
deposited ID their Ust asylom with nil the pomp of 
military honours. 

Deeply affected by the altentiOni of the Bombay 
Goremment towards this flluitnons riclim of saenliEc 
research 1 addressed them a letter of ablch I enclose 
a copy end rectlred in rcplr the tno letters also en 
closed^ the last of which informs me, that in conte> 
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qucnce of a deliberation of tlic Council, my letter is to 
be preserved m tlie archives of the Government I 
have therefore thought it my duty to send you all these 
particulars, to be laid before the Minister of Manne, in 
order that he may determine whether or not he approves 
of my application to the Bombay Government. 

I remain, iSLc. 

Briolle 


LETTER FROM THE PROFESSORS, ADMINISTRA- 
TORS OF THE MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 
TO M JACQUEMONT THE ELDER 

Parts, 21si JiTay 1833 

Sir, 

» 

We sympathise too deeply in the misfortune that 
has befallen you, not to feel the want of associating 
ourselves to your grief The Administration of the 
Museum, who had confided to your son the mission 
which he has so honourably fulfilled, feels his cruel loss 
in a twofold point of new it is 'thereby deprived of a 
traveller who enjoyed its utmost confidence, and science 
IS deprived of a naturahst on whom it founded the most 
bnlhant hopes Every thing authonses us to hope, that 
from the judicious precautions he took even in his last 
moments, all the fruits of this unfortunate struggle mil 
not be lost , that the labours of M Victor Jacquemont 
will yield their fruits, and their results be developed, less 
bnlhantly perhaps than if they had remained in his own 
hands, but still sufficiently to cause what he has done to 
be appreciated, as well as what he would have done, ha4 
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he Iireih Be aMnred Sir thmt nothing’ ihaU he wtnt 
mg on onr pnrti to attam tint object, and to afford yon 
thu Jut coniolaUon, the only one yon hnye noir left, 
'^e are, Ac. 

CoRDUB, Jhrtcior 
GnormoT Saixt Hilajee, 
A. on Jdbbizu 

PrcfmtjTt AduttnuiT<iiort (tf ihe Jfamen. 


choleha mobbus 

PontaA, J$Jf 1832. 

One of the mo«t recent pnbhcatscmj of the BrHah 
phyccteni in India, on Cholera Morhu, b a letter 
addreued to the Conrt of Directon by X)r WhOelaw 
Amalie, of Madraa. 

Dr Amalie diatingmahM two Krrta of Cholera, the 
iporadic and the endemic, diffenng only ffom each other 
{n their derelopment, their progma, and their tennina 
tion In the endemic Cholera, them u gT®*t«r nolence, 
a more rapid progmaa, and a more generally fatal tenm 
nation It la the aame diaeaae u the other bat more 
inUnae. 

He attributes, bat without any proo^ the ongin of this 
complaint to rery ohaeure modificafaona of the electric 
ftate of the air It is pnnapally in the South of India 
that he haa ohaerred it. Haring foond that the thick 
and Inpiid gUirr matter Tonuted and eracuated by 
the patient waa ahrara acid, he endeaTonred to check 
the diseate by nentralifing tiua aad in the atomach 
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and having employed magnesia in strong doses for that 
purpose, his practice has frequently been attended with 
success Dr. Ainshe was avare of the advantages that, 
for a length of time, had been obtained by the nse of 
ammonia in large doses, and attributes them, I think' 
with reason, to the property this alkali possesses of 
saturating acids. 

The only cases, rather numerous, of natural cure, are 
those in which the bile, by the convulsive efforts made 
in vomiting, passes from the duodenum to the stomach 
It appears that this fluid possesses the property of neu- 
trahsing, hke an alkali, the acid so abundantly generated 
in that organ A blister, produced instantaneously by 
the apphcation of boiling water to the abdomen, has 
often been attended with fortunate results Dr Amslie 
recommends the apphcation of one, in the very first 
stage of the disorder, to the bottom of the leg, on the 
inside, in order to retain, by an artificial inflammation of 
the teguments, heat in the legs and feet, from which it 
IS naturally withdrawn 

Bleeding has long since been tned It almost always 
produces immediate relief, but it also appears to have 
often hastened death 

As the blood never flows but with extreme difficulty, 
on account of its thickness and almost coagulated state 
in the veins, attempts have been made to aid the opera- 
tion of bleeding by placing the patient in a very warm 
bath This has had the desn ed effect , but it seems to 
have no influence upon the progress of the disease. 

In very violent cases, calomel has been administered in 
doses of from twent)" to thirty grains, mixed with eighty 
drops of laudanum, vhilst an equal quantity of lauda- 
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nora wu {Djpctctl into tbe Tcctntm Tliei« enormoas 
dotes of cabmelf rf{>etted » nomber of times, often 
sppesr not to htre produced the sligMcst cflect upon 
the projre'S of the dwease eren in cases »hero a post 
mortem examination has ebenm the calomol retained by 
a TTseona liquid to the coaling of tho atomcich nhlch it 
had rSolently inOameiL 

\Vhat rarpiKes me mo^t In Dr Ainilies vork,ic 
a hiCt In medical itaiiitica, irhlch is andcniable and 
showa that of ssreral thoosaoda of Dnlhh and Indian 
■oldiers aho in the coarse of a fc« yrart hare entered 
the hospital of the Presidency of Madras, as Cholera 
patients, the British and Indiana haie &Ueo nctims to 
the diwrder in cqnal proportlona, and tho nnenber of 
deaths has been one In four of the total nomber of 
patienti. 

llonee it folloirs, that Cholera appears generally of a 
lesa deadly nattire m the Sooth of India than in the 
Deccan and Illndo^tao rrhere the proportion of deatha 
u nid to be much gresUer 


ILLNESS OF SOUDINE. 

Ptoul 7 k/p1B3X 

SoDDiKi, my Hindoo lemnt, fire end twenty yeara 
of age in my terrice daring the laat eighteen months, 
always enjoying perfect health leading an extremely 
regular hfe ahatainlng from all Linda of spirituous 
hquora, and almoat entirely from animal food was teixed 
on Friday eremng July fith, with a bowel complaint 
TOL, IL B » 
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The alvme evacuations were very numerous, but not 
copious, and were followed by vomiting in the course of 
an hour. It was then only that his illness was reported 
to me, and that I witnessed it. At seven in the even- 
ing his attitude announced great prostration of strength. 
He complained of tenesmus , the pulse was very u eak, 
the feet were a httle cold The evacuations, both from 
the stomach and the rectum, succeeded each other 
rapidly, more than ten times in an hour. They were com- 
posed of a fluid, a httle viscid, though thick, of a grey- 
ish white, and without smell The patient was put to bed 
and warmly covered , bottles of hot water were applied 
to the feet, hot napkins placed upon the abdomen, and 
twenty drops of ammonia were admimstered in a table- 
spoonful of water The patient swallowed this burning 
draught without complaming, but the stomach rejected 
it two minutes after From seven o’clock to eleven at 
night, other similar doses were given, in the intervals 
when the natural vomiting was qmeted , but the patient 
did not retain one of them more than three minutes. 
With one of these doses I mixed twenty drops of lauda- 
num , he threw it up the instant it was swallowed 
The natural heat rapidly left the extremities, the 
feet were colder than the hands , the legs became cold, 
and also the arms , the breathing became hard, the body 
gradually cold , but the patient often complained of an 
insupportable heat that burned all over him, and made 
him throw off the bed-clothes with violence He tore 
off his own clothes, and asked to be left naked These 
sudden and transient invasions of heat were perceptible 
ohly by a momentary increase of natural heat in the 
body On the forehead alone there was a cold and. 
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d&niTof p^rtpinltoti liot the eoUceu of the Ir^ 
rtnuioed ttochingeJ. 

There '^ere mmjrt in the iep end •pi^m* in the 
nmdct of the tLdomen daring the attaeht of iotenul 
hrtt 

The «hln of the pilmt of the (uuid^ and lolef of the 
feet beeame hard and Tongb. The nail^ Iml their eoloor 
and lomej white The eje* beeaine gmdaallj' boUow 
and were aarroanded hj a ataoiler deeper and I Ucker 
iotimal nrele and hj » larger cirtlo on a lerel with the 
onpeiior border of the mxUUiy )pone on the hon}* tnm 
mil of ihe lo«er part of the orbit Their rootton lUch 
en^l, OTvl their LriUbney Wed 

At roilnigbt I odnlnutered to the imtient eight 
graios of odemel dilated hi a fpoosfsl of aogor and 
water aromoiited. 

OattheefTorUprodacedlyromltlng which con^lontly 
came on oAer on (nterro! of a few minntee mthont be* 
mg accelertted by tho remedy expelW the draught 
at lean in great part whenerer they begoiu 

At one o clock in the rooming of Saturday 1 oil 
minlitered the oame ^ontlty of alomeU mixed with 
twenty drop^ of bndmtimt it was thrown up In tlie 
conroe of two minotei. 

I posted (be remoloder of the night withont giring 
the potirat any thing to dnolc except a Hltlo sugar and 
water when he complained of thirst which happened 
only danng the sndden attacks of internal heat. 

On Saturday ruomlng tbero was no poise, except at 
interrols, and after the cootuIsito eSorts prodneed by 
Tomlting hot all the tymptoms of the preceding day 
were oggraYited. The Icga srero eoUtr the eye* more 



372 


APPENDIX 


sunken , the features were altered and cadaverous. The 
purging and vomiting continued during the night Be- 
tween the intervals of vomiting the patient dozed , he 
was conscious^ but faintly so 

At eight in the morning, in an interval of compara- 
tive calmness, I administered a draught of laudanum 
and sub-carbonate of ammonia, edulcorated and aro- 
matised mth essence of mint 

The evacuations, which were already less frequent 
before this remedy, continued to decrease, and were less 
copious, hut they did not vary in their nature The 
general prostration of strength continued About noon, 
the patient had violent cramps During these nervous 
paroxysms, he complained of dreadful internal heat It 
did not affect his extremities, but momentarily warmed 
Ills arms and thighs, and covered his forehead and body 
with a clammy perspiration, which instantly giew cold 
The pulse then beat for a moment, but weak and irre- 
gular The feeling of universal burning of which the 
patient complained during the spasmodic fits, contmued 
for some time after the spasms in the abdomen and sto- 
mach were past 

Dunng the day I directed a spoonful of sugar and 
water to be given to the patient, whenever he asked for 
dnnk, which he did but seldom The vomitings now 
took place only five or six times an hour, and the alvine 
evacuations two or three times 

At four o’clock in the evening, another dose of the 
morning draught was given , this was also rejected, in 
the course of ten minutes, at the first.effort produced by 
^ ^hg^vomiting. ^ 

'The breathing now became more diflBcult, and all the 
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other ejmptoms mora tg^rated The patient • tlrengtli \ 
decrtausl gmltollj the coldtie*^ contlooed^ aenti 
Inhljr dimioubed. Donnp llio night the potient wb< 
parghd leti often and comatose dnnog the interrah 
of repete Two dow, of «ght gralna of calomel each 
were adnunutcred as on Foday on iho Saturday eren 
log towards mght» tiid ead» remained In the stomach at 
least a quarter of an hour 

On Snnday morning the patient conid acarcely hear 
or SCO any thing { bo howorer knew roy toicc, when I 
called him hy name III* eyca were &aed and dull, as if 
he had been deed ; he howeror told me ho could rtiU vee 
me but confusedly At eight o clock I made him take 
a pU of three grajos of eahnncl and one grain of gummr 
extract of opinm, which be ewallowed with great HifH 
cnlty The attendants niU>cd bis abdomen with hot 
napkins imbibed with laudaoum, to assoa^ the rlolent 
pains of srhieh he complained In. that part. The bottles 
of hot water held under hia fwt from the rery beginning 
of the attack, never Tmrtned them, not eren the snr&ce 
of the slan, which remtlned cold when placed upon the 
boiling water 

lie now Tomltod no longer nor bad be any alnne 
eracuationa Hit head became heary hu breathing 
embarrassed end difficult. IIis whole body was corered 
with perspiration end after this Isat effort of nature 
and a few raomeuts of rattling In the throat, ho expired 
without coQTuUlont at half past nloe m the morning 

Not one of the remediea administered to the patient 
bad tha slightest effect upon the progren of the disease 
The abaorbant powera of the stomach were no doubt 
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piitirol) Ml'ipondcd, iind thiit organ, instead of alisoibing 
onl} secreted the innller of the c\ncnntions 

'1 iie secretion of the nnne ^vas suppresced from the 
\er) beginning 

The disease lasted about fort)' hours, siithout a mo- 
ment’s abatement, until the death of the patient 1 he 
prostration of strength alone appears to have moderated 
the violence of the esncuations, fifteen or tuent) hours 
after the attucK The patient, overcome by the fatigue 
and the prostration of strength occasioned b) bis exer- 
tions, when these exertions did not produce excruciating 
pain, appeared, from the first moment I saw him, absorbed 
in himself, and doprn ed of all pow or of reflection There 
was no disturbance in tbe intellectual faculties, no deli- 
rium but a hcas mess which unceasingly increased Tor 
nearly an hour before his death, he wras in a state of 
stupor In no stage of the disorder did he appear 
alarmed, or even anxious, respecting its termination 
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